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From the banks of the Miaaouri to winter ^carMM 
on the Netui Kiver, near tlie month of the CoUv- 
bU. (jQly28. 1803, to March, 1806.) 

In the openinir chapter of this toIubm, 
(Chapter XJII, according to the coHBeew- 
tive numbering) , we find the explorers, 
late in July, 1805, at the Forks of the Mia- 
Bouri, much in doubt as to whether the 
Jefferson, Madison, or Gallatin, as they 
named the three uniting streams, was the 
true Missouri and their proper route. After 
they had made a correct choice and had 
begun to ascend the Jeffereon, Captain 
Lewis went ahead, skirting the base of the 
Bitter Hoot Mountains, between Montana 
and Iduho. It was in a gap In these moun- 
tains that, as described in Chapter XIV,, 
Captain Lewis found the actual source oi 
the Missouri. The explorers were seeking 
anxiously for a way through the mountains 
to the Pacific side, and in this chapter Lewis 
succeeds in his quest. He reaches the hend- 
watera of the Lemhi River on the westera 
side of the Divide, a river which eraptiee 
into the Salmon. He also encotintere 
friendly Indiana and tastes a ealmon, a»- 
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•ther assurance that he had reached the 
headwaters of the Columbia. 

The map eeema to indicate a very short 
flistance between the headwaters of the 
3fefferson and the Lenahi Eiver, hut the un- 
known and monntainoua country and the 
difficulty of transportation made it a se- 
rious matter finally to take the entire 
iparty across the Divide. 

Chapters XV., XVI., and XVII. are de- 
moted largely to explorations of routes of 
passage across the mountains, investiga- 
tions of waterways on the Pacific side, and 
interesting accounts of the S bos hones. 
From them they procured horses and made 
their way onward, seeking a water route to 
the Pacific. Captain Clark took his turn at 

Eath-seeking, and in Chapter XVT, we find 
im, on August 91. passing the junction 
of the Salmon and Lemhi rivers, where 
Salmon City, Idaho, now stands. He 
travelled down the banks of Salmon River 
for some fifty miles, but found the route im- 
possible for the party and returned. Mean- 
time Lewis was awaiting him at the banks 
of the Jefferson. It was not until Sep- 
tember 20, as related in Chapter XVII., 
that the whole party finally reached the Pa- 
cific side of the Great Divide. Continuing 
their journey on horseback they reached a 
branch of the Kooskooskee River, now the 
Clearwater. Near this place is now Pierce 
City, the county seat of Shoshonee County, 
Idaho. Their land journey continued for 
only a few days, and then, encouraged by 
ibe assurances of the Indians as to a water- 
iniy to the Columbia, and also by the sight 
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of navigable water, they began on Septem- 
ber 37 to build canoes. 

The latter part of Chapter XVII. shows 
the esplorers fairly on their way to the 
sea. They were descending the Kooskoos- 
kee, which they eallod the Clark, although, 
as we have seen, it is now the Clearwater. 

At the junction of this river with thS 
Kimooeenim near the Snake, described in 
the latter part of this chapter, they passed 
the present site of Lewiston, Idaho. 

The adventurous journey down the Snake 
sketched in Chapter XVIII. carried them 
from Idaho into Washington and to the 
Columbia at the meeting point of Frank- 
lin, Walla Walla, and Yakima counties. 
The " western branch of the Columbia," 
described as the Tapteal on p. 193, is now 
called the Yakima. The "conical moun- 
tain" mentioned on p. 196 is Mt. St. 
Helen's, in Cowlitz County, Washington. 

Chapter XIX. continues the record of the 
voyage down the Columbia. "Le Page's 
Eiver" (p. 208) is now John Day's Eiver. 
The " Timm Mountain " of p. 309 is Mt. 
Hood. Their descent of the " Great Falls," 
or Dalles and Chutes of the Columbia, is 
graphically described in this chapter and 
the next. For a part of the way they were 
travelling through Skamania County, Waah- 
ington. 

In Chapter XX. they pass the Multno- 
mah, now the Willamette River, without 
discovering it, and they presently catch a 
glimpse of Mt. St. Helen's. The Wah- 
kiacum Indians whom they mention have 
disappeared, but the name has been given 
vii 
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1* the comity of Washin^on west of Coir-' 
IJtz. On November 7 the travellers ob- 
tained their first glimpse of the sea. They 
•amped for the night (p. 258) near Gray'g 
Bay, in the Bouthwestem part of Wahkia- 
wim County, and on the 15th mOTed to 
a camp on Baker's Bay. In Chapter XXI. 
there is a description of their winter camp 
en the south side of the Columbia, some 
three miles up the NetuI River which 
empties into Meriwether's Bay. 

The "Killamnck" Indians referred to 
in Chapter XXII are known as the Tilla- 
niooks, and the name has been given to 
Tillamook County, Oregon. Chapters ' 
XXIII. and XXIV. contain a most in-* 
teresting account of the Indiana and the 
animals and birds observed by the ez- ' 
plorers during the winter that they passed 
at the mouth of the Columbia, where they 
are left at the end of this Tolume. 

E. H. 
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LEWIS AND CLARK'S EXPEDI- 
TION UP THE MISSOURI. 



CHAPTER XJII. 

Ilianainaof Ujh Missouri cliBogefl, as tbe riyer now divides IBelf 
luU) Ibree rorbB, ciae or wtaiuh la called tLClerJelleraoa. tbooUier 
Uodlson. and tbe otber ^l«r Gallatin— Tbelr geneniE cbamct^r 
—The parts astt<dd Uio Jefferdoa brunuli— DisuiiiJtiou ot lliB 
river PhlloBopliy whlfli enters Inln the Jeffenitin— Csptnfn 
Lewis and a small party go In advance in searcb ot tbe Gbo- 
■honues— UeecrlptJuQ <ii the cuitutry, &c. burderlng un tbe 
river— Captain Lewis stlU precfdlng the main party In qufat of 
thfl SboahonevB- A alnguinr af^ld-ect wlikb prbvf^nled capLatn 
Clark from following captain Lewis's advli^, and amending 
the middle fork of tbB river— DiHcdptlon of Philanthropy river, 
Bnotber stroom niaiilQg laU>tbe JelTerann—CBiitaJa Lewis and 
a small pariy having been unauocesaful In their drst attempt, 
set off a seisotid time in quest it [be Eboshonees. 

Snmln}-, July 38. — Captain ClarkcontinueclTerj' 
nnwell during the niglit, but was Bomewhat re- 
lieved this morning. On es a mining the two 
Btreams it becarao diHicult to decide which was 
the larger or the real Mieaoiiri ; they are each 
ninety yards wide and so perfectly eimiiar in 
character and appearanue tliat they eeera to have 
been formed in the same mould. We were there- 
fore induced to discontinue the name of MisHouri, 
and gave to the southwest branch the name of 
Jefieraon in honour of the president of the United 
States, and the projector of the enterprise: and 
called the middle brauch Madison, after Jame« 
Madison secretary of state. These two, as well as 
Gallatin i^ver, run with gTcat velocity and throw 
11 
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ont large bodies of water. Sallatin river is faotr* 
ever the most rapid of the three, and though not 
quite as deep, jet navigable for a considerable 
distance. MadisoQ river though mueh less rapid 
than the tiallatin, is somewhat more rapid than 
the JeS'erijoa; the beds of all of them are formed 
of smooth pebble and gravel, and the wat«rB 
are perifectly transparent. The timber in the 
neighbourhood would be sufficient for the ordi- 
narj UBea of an establishment, which, however, 
It would be advisable to build of brick, aa the 
earth appears calculated for that purpose, and 
along' the shores are some bars of fine pure sand. 
The greater part of the men, having yesterday pat 
their deer skins in water, were this day engaged 
in dressing them, for the purpose of making cloth' 
ing. The weather was very warm, the thermome- 
ter in the ailernoou was at 00° above 0, and the 
mosquitoes more than usually inconvenient: we 
were, however, relieved iVom them bj a high wind 
from the aonthweat, which came oa at four 
o'clock, bringing a storm of thunder and light- 
ning, attended by refreshing showers, which con- 
tinued till aAer dark. In the evening the hunters 
returned with eight deer and two elk; and tha 
party who had been sent up the Gallatin, reported 
that after passing thd point, where it escaped 
itom ijaptftin Jjewis'a view yesterday, it turned 
mori towards the east, as for as they could dis- 
cern the opening of the mountains, formed by the 
valley which bordered it. The low grounds were 
still wide but not ao extensive as neaj- its mouth, 
and though the stream is rapid and much divided 
by islands, it is still suificiently deep for naviga- 
tion with canoes. The low grounds, although not 
more than eight or nine (bet above the water, 
aeem never to be overflowed, except a part on the 
12 
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west side of the middle fork, which is stony and 
aeeniB occasionally inundated, are furnished with 
great quantities of small fruit, euch as cnrranta 
and gooseberries: among; the last of which is a. 
black species, which we observe not only in the 
meadows but along the mountain riTulets. From 
the same root rise a nuiuber of stems to the 
height of Ave or six feet, some of them pflrticn- 
larlf branched and all reclining. The berry is at- 
tached by a long peduncle to the stem, n-om which 
they haog of a smooth ovate form, as large as the 
common garden gooseberry, and as black as jet, 
though the pulp is of a brig^ht crimson colour. It 
is extremely acid : the form of the leaf resembles 
that of the commoii gooseberry, though larger. 
The stem is covered with very sharp thoma or 
briars : the grass too is very luxuriant and would 
yield fine hay in parcels of several acres. The 
sand-rushefl will grow in many places as high as a 
man'e breast, and aa thick oe stalks of wheat; it 
would supply the best food during the winter to 
cattle of any trading or military poet. 
I Sacajawea, our Indian woman, informs as that 
we are encamped on the precise spot where her 
countrymen, the Snake Indians, had their hata 
five ye^ra ago, when the Minnctarees of Knift 
river first came in sight of them, and from which 
they hastily retreated three miles up the Jefferson, 
and concealed themselves in. the woods. The Min- 
netarees, however, pursued and attacked them, 
killed four men, as many women, and a number of 
boys; aad made prisoners of four other boys, and 
all the females, of whom Sacajawea was one : she 
does not, however, show any distress at these 
recollections, nor auy joy at the prospect of being 
restored to her country; for she seems to posseaa 
the folly or the philosophy of not suffering her 
13 
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fielingfi to extend bej'ond the anxiety of having 
plenty to eat and a few^ trinketa to wear. 

Mondaj 29.— Tide moming the hunters brought 
in some fat deer of the long-tailed red kind, which 
are quite aa large na those of the United States, 
and are, indeed, the only kind we have found at 
this place: there are numbers of thesaadhiH eranea 
fbeding in the meadowe; we caught a young one 
of the same colour as the red deer, wliich, though 
it had nearly attained its full growth could not 
fly; it is very fierce and strikes a severe blow ivith 
its beak. The kingduher has become quite com- 
jnon on this aide of the falls: but we have seen 
none of the summer duck since leaving that place. 
The mallard duck, whici we saw Ibr the first time 
on. the 20th instant, ivith their young, are now 
abundant, though they do not breed on the Mis- 
aouri, below the iiiountainB. The small birds 
already described are aleo abundant in the plains ; 
here too, are great quantities of grasBbopperB or 
crickets; and among other animals, a large ant 
■with a reddish brown body and legs, and a black 
liead and abdomen, who huild httle cones of 
gravel, ten or twelve inches high, without a mix- 
ture of sticks, and but little earth. In the river 
■we see a great abundance of fish, but we cannot 
tempt them to bite by any thing on our hooka. 
The whole party have been engaged in dressing 
skins, and making them into moccasins and leg- 
gings. Captain Clark's i^ver has almost kit him, 
but he still remains very languid and has a gen- 
eral soreness in his hmbs. The latitude of our 
camp, as the mean of two observa^tions of the 
meridian altitude of tLe sun's lower Umb ■with 
octant by back observation, is X. 45" 24' 8' 5. 

Tuesday 30. — l^aptaiii Clark was this morning 
much restored 1 and, therefore, having made all 
11 
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the obeerTatioDS neceeaor;^ to Gx the longitnde, we 
reloaded our canoeH, and began to ascend Jetfer- 
8on river. The river now become*) very crooked, 
and forms benJa on ea^rh side; the current too ia 
rapid, and cut into a great number of ehannele, 
and (sometimes shoals, the beds of which conaiet of 
coarse gravel. The islands are unuBually uumer- 
ons; on the right are high plains occasionally 
forming cliffs ofrueks and hills; while the left was 
an extensive low ground and prairie intersected by 
a number of bayous or channels falling iuto the 
river. Captain Lewis, who had walked through 
it with Chaboneau, hia Tvife, and two invalids, 
joined us at dinner, a few tniles above our camp. 
Here the Indian woman said was the place where 
she had been made prisoner. The meu being too 
few to contend with the Minnetarees, mounted 
their horses, and fied as soon as the attack began. 
The women and children dispersed, and Saca- 
jawea as she was crossing at a shoal place, waa 
overtaken ia the middle of the river by her pur- 
suers. As we proceeded, the low grounds were 
covered with cottonwood and a thick underbrush, 
and on both sides of the river, except where the 
high hills prevented it, the ground was divided by 
bayous, which are dammed up by the beaver, 
which are very numerous here. We made twelve 
and a quarter miles, and encamped on the north 
aide. Captain Lewis proceeded after dinner, 
through an extensive low ground of timber and 
meadow land intermixed ; but the bayous were so 
obstructed by beaver dame, that in order to avoid 
thera be directed his course towards the high plain 
on the right. This he gained with some difficulty, 
after wading up to his waist through the mud 
and water of a uunilier of beaver dams. When he 
demred to rejoin the canoes he found the under- 
15 
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brueh eo thick, and the river so crooked, that this, 
Joined to the difflcultj of passing the beaver dams. 
Induced him to go on and endeavour to intercept 
the river at some point where it might be more 
collected into one channel and approach nearer to 
the high plain. He arrived at the bank about 
eunaet, having gone onlj six milee iu a direct 
course from the canoes; but he saw no traces of 
the men, nor did he receive any answer to his 
Bhouts nor the firing of bis gun. It was now 
nearly dark; a duck lighted near him and he shot 
it. He then went on the head of a small island 
■where he found some driftwood, which enabled 
him to cook his duck for supper, and he laid down 
to sleep on some willow brush. The night was 
cool, but the driftwood gave him a good fire, and 
he suffered no inconvenience except fh)m the mos- 
quitoes. 

Wednesda}r31.— The itext morning he waited till 
after seven o'clock, when he became nneaej leat 
we should have gone beyond bis camp loet even- 
ing and determined to follow us. Just as he hod 
set out with this Intention, be saw cue of the 
party in advance of the canoea; although our 
camp was only two miles below him, in a straight 
line, we could not reach him sooner, in conse- 
quence of the rapidity of the water and the cir- 
cuitous course of the river. We halted for break- 
fiist, after which captain Lewis continued his 
route. At the distance of one mile from our 
encampment we passed the principal entrance of a 
stream on the left, which rises in the snowy 
mountains to the southwest, between Jefferson 
and Madison rivers, and discharges itselfby seven 
mouths, five below, nnd one three miles above 
this, which ia the larpjest, and about thirty yards 
wide: we called it Philosophy river. The water of 
16 



UP THE MISSOURI. 



ft is abundant and perfectly clear, and the bed 
like that of the Jefferson coneiats of pebble and 
gravel. There is some timber in the bottoms of 
the river, aod vast numbers oC otter and beaver, 
which build on its smaller mouths and the bayous 
of its neighbourhood. Tbe JefTerson continues aa 
yesterday, ehoBiy and rapid, but aa the ielunda 
though numerous are small, it m however more 
collected into one current than it wae below, and 
is from ninety to one hundred and twenty yards 
in width. The low ground has a fertile soil of 
rich black loam, and contains a considerable quan- 
tity of timber, with the bullrush and cattail flag 
very abundant in the moiat parts, while the drier 
eituatioua are covered with fine groea, tansy, 
thistles, onions, and flax. The uplands are bar- 
ren, and without timber; tlie soil is a light yellow 
clay intermixed with small smooth pebble and 
gravel, and the only produce is the prickly-pear, 
the sedge, and the bearded grass, which is as dry 
and inflammable as tinder. As we proceeded tbe 
low grounds became narrower, and the timber 
more scarce, till at the distance of ten miles tha 
high hille approach and overhang the river on 
both sides, forming cliQs of a hard black granite, 
like almost all those below the limestone cliffs at 
the three forks of the Mtasouri : they continue so 
for a mile and three quarters, where we came to 
a point of rock on the right aide, at which place 
the hills again retire, and the valley widens to the 
distance of a mile and a. half. Within the next 
five miles we passed four islands, and reached tha 
foot of a mountain in a bend of the river to the 
left: Itom this place we went a mile and a quart«r 
to the entrance of a small run discharging itself on 
the left, and encamped on an island just above it, 
after making seventeen and three quarter milee. 
Vol. II.-2 17 
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We obeerve aome pine on the hills an both sides of 
our encampment, wbicb are verj lofty. The only 
game which wc have seen are one bighoru, a few 
antelopes, deer, and one hrown bear, which es- 
caped from our pursuit. Nothing was, however, 
killed to-day, nor liave we had any fresh meat 
except one beaver for the last two daye, so that 
■we are now reduced to an unusual situation, for 
we have hitherto always had a great abundance 
of fieah. 

Tbursilay, August i.— We left our encampment 
early, and at the distance of a miie, roaciied a 
point of rocks on the left side, where the river 
passes through perpendicular chffs. Two and 
three quarter miles further we halted for break- 
fast under a cedar tree in a bend to the right: 
here as had been previously arranged, captatu 
Lewis left us, with sergeant Gaes, Chahoneau, and 
Drewyer, intending to go on in advance in eearch 
of the Shoshoneea. He began his route along the 
north side of the river over a high range of moun- 
tains, as captain Clark who ascended them on the 
26th had observed from them a large valley 
Bpreading to the north of west, and concluded 
that on leaving the mountain the river took that 
direction; but when he reached that valley, cap- 
taJQ Lewis found it to be the passage of a large 
creek falling juHt above the mouatain into the 
Jefferson, which beari to the southwest. On dis- 
covering his error, he bent his course towards 
that river, which he reached about two in the 
afternoon, very much eihauated with heat and 
thirst. The mountains were very bare of timber, 
and the route lay along the steep and narrow 
hollows of the mountain, exposed to the mid-day 
auu, without air, or shade, or water. Just as he 
arrived there a flock of elk passed, and they killed 
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two of them, an which they made their dinner, 
and letl the reat on the shore for the party in the 
canoes. Alter dinner they resumed their march, 
and encami)e(] on the north eide of the river, after 
making seventeen luilee ; in crossing the mountains 
captain Lewis saw a flock of the black or dark 
brown pheasant, of which lie killed one. Tiiisbird 
is one third lur^r thun the common pheasant of 
the Atlantic t^tabiB; itii form iB much the same. 
The male b&e not however the tufts of long black 
feathers on the sides of the neck so conspicuous 
in the Atlantic pheasant, and both sexes are 
booted nearly to the toes. The colour is a uni- 
form dark brown with a small mixture of yellow 
or yellowish brown specks on some ofthe feathers, 
particularly those ofthe tail, though the eitremi- 
ties of these are [lerfectly block for about an inch. 
The eye is nearly black, and the iris has a email 
daah of yellowish brown ; the feathers of the tail 
are somewhat lon^r than those of our pheasant, 
but the same in number, eighteen, and nearly 
equal in size, except that those of the middle are 
somewhat the longest; their flesh is white and 
agreeably flavoured. 

He also saw among the scattered pine near the 
top of the mountain, a blue bird about the site of 
a robin, but in action and form something like a 
jay; it is constantly in motion, hopping from 
spray to spray, and its note which is loud and 
frequent, is, as far as letters can represent it, 
char ah I char ah I char ah I 

After breakfast we proceeded on ; at the distance 
of two and a quarter miles the river enters a high 
mountain, which forms rugged cliffs of nearly per- 
pendicular rocks. These are of a block granit* at 
the lower part, and the upper consists of a light 
coloured freestone; they continue from the point 
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of rocka doae to the riT«r for mm ihIm. wlneli n 

IMTillirfiiir liirTil. Jliij-a "Tr* 1' ii 

Ii v««T MtoaK. At aiae aad a qnmr mOm w« 
psHcd »■ iriari. sad a rapid with a &D of aiE 
AaC, aad leaehed tbe f iran ee of a Urge cnck na 
the kft Hde. la jwipf,- tUa pian tlK towtiM of 
ooe of the eaaooa broke jnat st the dioot of the 
lafltda, swmig on the rocks and had nearlj npaet. 
n> the oei^ oa well as the rapid «e gaT« tha 
aaae of nans', after Bobcr Fraeer oae of tha 
partj: bete the emabr opesa into a beaatinil 
ralteT from aiz to o^rt ladkm in width; the lirer 
thcabeeomeacraakad aad crowded with Htaoda; 
tta low gronada wide and firtik^ bat tboo^ 
coTered wftli fine gran from nine tnehea to two 
feet tugh; poovaaea bat a small proportion of 
tnaber, and that coasista almost entirelj of a few 
nairow-ieaffad Cottonwood diotribated along the 
verge of the rlrcr. The aoU of the plain is toloa- 
blf fertile, and conssts of a black or dark jr«ik>w 
loaoL It gradnaDj aacende oa each sida to the 
baaes of two range* of high moontains which lie 
parallel to the river ; the tope of them are jet in 
part covered with snow, and while in the valle.r 
wc are aauij enffbcsted with heat daring the 
day, and at night the air U BO cold that two 
blankets are not more than eofficient corering. In 
posBing throngfa the hills we obeerred some large 
cedar treee, and eome jaoiper aleo. From Fra- 
zier's creek we went three and three quarter milea^ 
and encamped on the left dde, having come thi»^ 
teen miles. IHrectly oppo«t« oar camp is a large 
cr«ek which we call Field's creek, &om Kenben 
Iletd«. one of our men. Soon after we halted 
two of the hunters went out and returned with 
five deer, which, iritb oae bighorn, we killed in 
coming throngh the moantain on which we dined ; 
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and the elk left by eaptain Lewie. We were t^ain 

well Bupplied with Itesh meat. In the courae of 
the day we saw a bromi bear but were not able 
to shoot him. 

Friday, August ?.— Captain Lewis, who slept in 
the valley a t^w miles above us, resumpd his jour- 
ney early, and after inaijing- five miles and finding 
that the river still bore to the south, determined 
to eroRS it in hopes of shortening the route: I'or 
the first time therefore he waded across it, al- 
though there are probably many places above the 
falls where it might be attempti'd with equal 
eaTety. The river wae about ninety yards wide, 
tiie current rapid, and about waiet deep : the bot- 
tom formed of emooth pebble with a small mix- 
ture of eoarse gravel. He then continued along 
the left bank of the river till sunset and encajnped, 
after travelling twenty-four miles. He met no 
fresh tracks of Indians. Throughout the valley 
are scattered the bones and excrement of the buf- 
falo of an old date, but there seems no hope of 
meeting the animals themselves in the mountains : 
he saw an abundance of deer and antelope, and 
many tracks of elk and l>ear. Having killed two 
deer they ftasted sumptuously, with a dessert of 
currants of dilftrent colours; two species of red, 
others yellow, deep purple, and bia<;k: to the«e 
were added black gooseberries and deep purple 
Berviceberries. somewhat larger than ours, ftom 
which it differs also in colour, site, and the supe- 
rior excellence of its flavour. In the low grounds 
of the river were many beaver-dams formed of 
willow brush, mud, and gravel, so closely inter- 
woven that they resist the water perfectly: some 
of them were five feet high and overflowed several 
acres of land. 

la the meantime we proceeded on slowly, the 
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cnrrent being so strong as to require the utmost 
exertions of the men to make any advance even 
with the aid of the cord and pole, the wind heing 
from the uorthwest. The river is full of large and 
small islands, and the plain cut hy great numbers 
of bajoua or channels, in which are multitudes of 
beaver. In the course of the day we passed some 
Tillages of" barking squirrels : we saw several rat- 
tlesnakes in the plain; young ducks, both of the 
duckoD-mallard and red-headed fishing duck spe- 
cies; some geeee; also the black woodpecker, and 
a large herd of elk. The channel, current, banks, 
and general appearance of tha river, are like that 
of yesterday. At fourteen and three quarter miles 
we reached a rapid creek or bayou about thirty 
yards wide, to which we gave the name of Birth 
creek. After making seventeen miles we halted in 
a smooth plain in a hend towards the left. 

Saturday, 3. — Captain Lewis continued hia 
course along the river through the valley, which , 
continued much as it tpos yesterday, except that . 
it now widena to nearly twelve miles: the plains 
too are more broken and have some scattered pine 
near the mountains, where they rise higher than 
hitherto, la the level parts of the plains and the 
river bottoms there is no timber escept small 
Cottonwood near the margin, and an under- 
growth of narrow-leafed willow, small honey- 
suckle, roHebuHhes, currants, serviceberry, and 
gooseberry, and a little of a small species of birch; 
it is a finely indented oval of a small size and a 
deep green colour; the stem is simple, ascending 
and branching, and seldom rises higher than ten 
or twelve feet. The mountains continue high on 
each side of the valley, but their only covering ia 
a small siwcies of piti^h-pine with a short leaf, 
growing ou the lower and middle regions, while 
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ibr Bome distance l>elow the anowy to]i8 there ie 
neither timber uor hsrhage of auy kind. About 
eleven o'clock Drewyer killed a doe on which they 
breakfasted, and after reating; two hours con- 
tinued till night, when they reached the river uvat 
a. low ground more extensive than usual. From 
the appearance of the timber captain Lewis sup- 
posed that the river Corked above him. and there- 
fore encamped ivith an iutention of examining it 
more particularly iu the morning. He had now 
made twenty-three miles, tlw? tatter part of which 
were for eight miles through a high plain covered 
with prickly pears and bearded grass, which ren- 
dered the walking very inconvenient; but even 
this was better than the river bottoms we crossed 
in the evening-, which, though apparently level, 
were formed into deep holee as il' they had been 
rooted up hy hogs, and the holes were so covered 
with thick grtiBs that they were in danger of 
falling at every step. Some parts of thene low 
grounds, however, contain turf or peat of an ex- 
cellent quality for many feet deep apparently, as 
well Ba the mineral salts which we have already 
mentioned on the Missouri. They saw many deer, 
antelopes, ducks, geese, eoine beaver, and great 
traces of their work, and tlie email birds and cur- 
lews as usual. The only (iai which they observed 
in this part of the river la the trout and a species 
of white fish ivith a remarkably longsmall mouth, 
which one of our men recognize as the fish called 
in the eastern states the bottlenoee. 

On setting out with the canoes we found the 
river as usual much crowded with islands, the 
current more rapid as well as shallower, so that 
in many places they were obliged to man the 
canoes double, and drag them over the stone and 
gravel of the channel, i^ood after we set otf cap- 
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tain Clark who wa,B walking on ebore obeerred a 
freeh track which he kn«w to be that of an Indian 
from the large toes being turned inwards, and on 
following it found that it led to the point of a 
hill from which our caaip of last night could be 
Been. Thia circuiuetauce etrengthenert the belief 
that some Indian had strayed thither, and had 
run off alarmed at the sight of us. At two and a 
quarter miles, ia a small creek in a bend towards 
the right, which runs down from themountains at 
a Uttle distance; we culled it Panther creek from 
an animal of that kind killed by lieuben Fields at 
its mouth. It ia precisely the aa,nie animal com- 
mon to the western parts of the United States, 
and measured seven and a half feet from the noee 
to the extremity of the tail. Sbt and three quar- 
ter miles beyond this stream ie another on the 
left formed by the drainB which convey the melted 
snows IVom a mountain near it, under which the 
river pasaea, leaving th-e low grounds on the right 
side, and making neveral bends iu its course. ()n 
this stream are many large beaver dams. One 
mile above it is a small mn on the left:, and after 
leaving which begins a. very bad rapid, where the 
bed of the river is formed of solid rock: this we 
passed in the course of a mile, and encamped on 
the lower point of aa island. Our journey had 
been only thirteen miles, but the badness of the 
river made it very laborious, aa the men were 
compelled to be in the water during the greater 
part of the day. We saw only deer, antelopes, 
and the common birds of the country. 

Seturdny 4.— This morning cajjtain Lewis pro- 
ceeded early, and after going southeast by east 
for four miles reached a bold running creek, twelve 
yards wide, with clear cold water, furnished ap- 
parently by four drains tVom the snowy moun- 
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t^ne on the left: after paeeing thla creek he 
changed his direction to southeast, and leaving 
the valley in \i-liii;h he had travelled Ibr the last 
two days, entered another which bore east. At 
the distance of three mileg on this course he paeeed 
a handsome little river, about thirty yards wide, 
which winds through the valley: the current is 
not rapid nor the water very clear, but it atfords 
a considerable quantity of water, and appears as 
if it might be navigable for eome milee. The 
banks are low, and the bed formed of stone and 
gravel. He now changed hia route to southwest, 
and passing a high plain which eeparate^i the 
valleys, returned to the more Bouthern or that 
which he had left; in passing this he found a 
river about forty-five yards wide, the water of 
which has a whitish blue tinge, with a gentle 
current, and a gravelly bottom. This he waded 
and found it waist deep. He then continued 
down it, till at the distance of three quarters of a 
mile he saw the entrance of the small river he had 
just passed ; as he went on two miles lower down, 
be found the mouth of the creek be had seen in the 
morning. Proceeding (brther on three miles, he 
arrived at the junction of tliis river, with another 
which rises from the southwest, runs through the 
south valley about twelve miles before it forma its 
junction, where it is fifty yards wide: we now 
found that our camp of last night was about a 
mile and a. half above the entrtmce of this large 
river, on the right side. This is a bold, rapid, 
clear stream, but ita bed is eo much obstructed by 
gravelly bars, and subdiviiJed by islands, that the 
navigation must be very ineeeure, if not impracti- 
cable. The other or middle stream, has about 
two-thirds its quantity of water, and is more 
gentle, and may be safbly navigated. As t^ as it 
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could be obBerved, its course was about south- 
weet, but the openinR ofthu valley induced him to 
believe that ferther above it turned nioi-e towards 
the west. Ita water ie more turbid and wanner 
than that of the other branch, whence it may be 
presumed to have its eourcea at a Rreater distance 
in the moantains, and to pass through a more 
open country. ITnder this imprefiHion he left a 
note recommending to captain Clark the middle 
fork, and then continued his course along the 
right side of the other, or more rapid branch. 
After travelling twenty-three miles he arrived near 
a place where the river leaves the valley and 
enters the mountains. Here he encamped for the 
night. The country he passed ia like that of the 
rest of this valley, though there is more timber in 
this part on the rapid fork than there has been on 
the river in the same extent since we entered it ; 
for on some parts of the valley the Indians seem 
to have destroyed a great proportion of the little 
timber there was, by setting fire to the bottoms. 
He saw some antelopes, deer, cranes, geese and 
ducks of the two species common to this country, 
though the summer duck has ceased to appear, 
nor does it seem to be an inhabitant of this part 
of the river. 

We proceeded soon after sunrise; the first five 
miles we passed four beude on the left, and several 
bayous on both sides. At eight o'clock we 
stopped to breakfast, and found the note cujitain 
Lewis had written on the 2d instant. During the 
next four miles, we passed three Hmall bends of the 
river to the right, two small islands, and two 
bayous on the same side. Here we reached a bluff 
on the left; our neit conrse was sii miles to our 
encampment. In this course we met sis circular 
bends on the right, and several smail bayous, and 
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baited for the night in a, Ion' ground of cotton- 
wood on the right. Our inye journey, though 
only fifteen milea in length, was very fatiguing. 
The river is Btill rapid and tlie water though clear 
is very much obstructed by shoals or rippiee at 
every two or three hundred yards; at all theao 
places we are obliged to drag the canoea over the 
etonee aa there is not a, snfiicient depth of water 
to float them, and in the other parta the currenta 
obligee us to have recaurse to the cord. But as 
the brushwood on the banks -will not permit us to 
walk on shore, we are under the necesflity of 
wading through the river a» we drag the boata. 
Thia soon makes our ftet tender, and sometimea 
occasiona severe falls over the elippery atones ; and 
the men by beiug constantly wet are becoming 
more feeble. In the course of the day the buntera 
killed two deer, aome geese and ducks, and the 
party saw antelopes, cranes, beaver and otter. 

Monday 5. — This morning Chahoneau com- 
plained of being unable to march far to-day, and 
captain Lewis therefore ordered bira and sergeant 
Gass to pass the rapid river and proceed through 
the level low ground, to a point of high timber oD 
the middle fork, seven miles distant, and wait hie 
return. He then went along the north aide of the 
rapid river about four miles, where he waded it, 
and found it so rapid and shallow that it would 
be imposfiible to navigate it. He continued along 
the left side for a mile and a half, when the moun- 
taina came close on the river, and rise to a con- 
siderable height with a. partial covering of snow. 
From this place the course of the river was to the 
east of north. After ascending with some diffi- 
culty a high point of the mountain, he had a 
pleasing view of the valley he had passed, and 
■which continued for about twenty miles iUrther 
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on each eidtt of the middle furk, which then seemed 
to enter the inountaiofl, and was lost to the view. 
In that direction, however, the hills which termi- 
nate the valley are much lower than those along 
either of the other forks, particularlj the rapid 
one, where thej continue rising in ranges above 
each other as far aa the eye could reach. The 
general course too of the middle fork, aa well BiB 
that of the gap which it forms on entering the 
mountains, is considerably to the south of west; 
circumstances which gave a decided preftrence to 
tiiis branch as our fature route. Captain Lewis 
now descended the mountain, and crossed over to 
the middle fork, about five miles distaut, and 
fbund it etill perfkitlj navigable. There is a very 
large and plain Indian road leading up it, but it 
has at present no tracks, except those of horses 
which seem to have used it last spring. The river 
here mode a great bend to the southeast, and he 
therefore directed his course, as well as he could, 
to the spot where he had directed Chaboneau and 
Gaas to repair, and struck the river about three 
miles above their camp. It was now dark, and 
he, therefore, was obliged to make his way 
tlirough the thick brush of the pulpy-leaibd thorn 
and the prickly pear, for two hours before he 
reached their camp. Here he was fortunatA 
enough to find the remains of some meat, which 
waa fiis only food during the march of twenty-five 
miles to-day. He had seen no game of any sort 
except a tew antelopes who were very shy, The 
soil of the plains is a meagre clay, of a light yel- 
low colour, intermixed with a large proportion of 
gravel, and producing nothing but twisted or 
bearded grass, sedge and prickly pears. The 
drier parts of the low grounds are also more in- 
ditferent in point of soil than thoiie further dovm 
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the river, and although they hare hut little grass, 
are covered with Bouthern wood, pulpy-lealed 
thorn, and prickly pears, while the moist parts 
are tortile, and eappUed with fine grass and sand- 
roBbee. 

We passed within the firet four and a quarter 
miles three small islands, and the same number of 
bad rapid«. At the distance of three qnartent of a 
mile is another rapid of difficult passage: three 
miles and three quarters hey oud this are the forks 
of the river, in renching which we hod two islands 
and several baj'Ous on different sides to pans. 
Here we bad come nine milea and a quarter. The 
river was straighter aad more rapid than yester- 
day, the labour of the navigation proportionally 
increased, and we therefore proceeded very slowly, 
as the feet of several of the men were swollen, and 
all were languid with fiitigue. We arrived at the 
fbrks about four o'clock, but unluckily captain 
Lewis's note had been left on a green pole which 
the heaver had cut down and carried ofl'with the 
note, an accident which deprived us of all inibr- 
mation as to the character of the two branches of 
the river. Observing theretbre that the northwest 
fork was most in our direction, and contained as 
much water as the other, we ascended it; we 
found it extremely rapid, and its waters were 
scattered in such a manner, that for a quarter of 
a mile we were forced to cut a passage through 
the willowbrush that leaned over the little chan- 
nels and united at the top. After going up it for 
a mile we encami>ed on an island which bad been 
overflowed, and was still so wet that we were 
compelled to make beds of brush to keep ourselves 
out oi' the mud. Our provision consisted of two 
deer which had been killed in the morning. 

Tuesday 0. — We proceeded np the northwest 
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fork, wMch we found etill very rapid, and divided 
by several ielanda, while the plaiDs near it were 
interaucted bj bajoufi. After paaeing with much 
difficulty over stones ajid rapids, we reached a 
bluff on the right, at the distance of uiue milea, 
our general course Houth 30' west, and halted for 
breakfast. Here we were joined by Drewjer, who 
informed ua of the state of the two rivers and of 
captain Lewie's note, and we immediately began 
to descend the river in order to take the other 
branch. On going down one of the canoes upset, 
and two others filled with water, by which all the 
baggage was wet, and several articles irrevocably 
lost. As one of them ewung round in a rapid 
current, Whitehouse was thrown out of her, and 
wMlst down the canoe i^agsed over him, and had 
the water been two incLes shallower would have 
cruflhed liini to pieces; but he escaped with a 
severe bruise of his leg. In order to repair these 
miafortunea we hastened to the forks, where we 
were joined by captain Lewis, and then passed 
over to the left aide opposite to the entrance of 
the rapid fork, and encamped oa a large gravelly 
bar, near which there was plenty of wood. Here 
we opened and exposed to dry all the articiea 
which had suffered from the water; none of them 
were completely spoiled except a small keg of 
powder; the rest of the powder, which was dis- 
tributed in the different canoes was quite eaife, 
although it hiid been under the water upwards of 
an hour. The air is indeed so pure and dry that 
any wood-work immediately shrinkB, unless it is 
kept filled with wat^r; but we had placed our 
powder in small canisters of lead, each containing 
powder enough for the canister when melted into 
bullets, and secured with cork and wax, which 
answered our purpose x>erfectly. 
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Captain Lewis liad risen very early, and hayinf 
nothing to eat, sent out Drewyer to the woodlairf 
on the left in search of a diwr, and directed sep. 
geant GasB to keep along the middle branch to 
meet ub if iv-e were ascending it. lie then set off 
with Chaboiieau towards the forks, hut five miles 
above them, bearing xte on the left, struck the 
river as we were descending, and came on board 
at the forks. 

In the evening we killed three deer and four elk, 
which iurnisbed us once more with a plentiful sup- 
ply of meat, yhimnon, the same mau who was 
lost before for lilteen days, was sent out this 
morning to hunt, up the northwest fork; when we 
decided on returning, iJrevrjtT was directed to go 
in quest of lum, but he returned with iutbrmation 
that he bad gone several miles up the river with- 
out being able to find Shannon. We now had the 
trumpet sounded, and fired several guns, but he 
did not return, and we tfear be ir again lost. 

Wedaesilay 7. — ^e remained here this morning 
for the purpose of making some celestial observa,- 
tions, and also in order to refresh the men, and 
complete the drying of the baggage. We obtained 
a meridian altitude which gave the latitude of our 
camp as north 45' 3 W b. We were now com- 
pletely satisfied that the middle branch was the 
most navigable, and tha true continuation of 
the Jefferson. The northweet fork seems to be the 
drajn of the melting sno'n'e of the mountains, its 
course cannot be so long as the other braneh, and 
although it contains now as great a quantity of 
water, yet the water has obviously overflowed 
the old bed, and spread into channels which leave 
the low grounds covered with young grass, re- 
sembling that of the adjoining lanas, which are 
not inundated; whence we readily inifer that the 
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supply is more precarious than that of the other 
braoeh, the waters of whiuh though more gentle 
are more con stout. This northwest fork we 
called Wisdom river. 

Ab Boon as the baggage waa dried, it waa re- 
loaded oa board the Tioats, but we now found It 
80 much diminiahed, that we would be able to 
proceed with one canoe leaa. R'e therefore hauled 
up the BUperduouH one Into a thicket of bruah 
where we secured her against beiug swept away 
by the high tide. At one o'clock all set out, ex- 
cept captaia Lewia who remained till the evening 
in order to complete the obaervation of equal altt- 
tudea: we passed several bends of the river both 
to the right and left, as well as a number of 
bayouB on both sidee, and made seven milea by 
water, though the distance by land ib only three. 
We then encamped on -a creek which riaea in a high 
mountain to the northeaat, and after paesing 
through an open plaia for several miles, dischargea 
itaelf on the left, where it ia a bold running Btream 
twelve yards wide. We called it Turf creek, Ptom 
the number of hogs o-nd the quantity of turf on 
its watera. In the course of the afternoon there 
fell a shower of rain attended with thunder and 
lightning, which lasted about forty minutes, and 
the weather remained so cloudy all night that we 
were unable to take any lanar obHervations. Un- 
eaey about Shannon, we Bent K. Fields in search 
of him this morning, but we have as yet no intel- 
ligence of either of them. Our only game to-day 
was one deer. 

Thursday 8. — There was a heavy dewthis morn- 
ing. Having left one of the canoes, thtre are now 
more men to spare Tor the chase: and four were 
Bent out at an early hour, after which we pro- 
ceeded. We made fivfe miles by water along two 
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Ifllanda and several bajous, but oa the rirer formed 
seven different bends towarda the left, the distance 
by land waB only two miles Kouth of our encamp, 
ment. At the end of that course we reached the 
upper principal entrance of a stream which we 
called Philanthropy river. This river empties it- 
Belf into the Jefferson on the southeast side, by 
two channels a short distance Itom each other; 
from its size and Its southeastern course, we pre- 
sume that it rises in the Itocky mountains near 
the sources of the Madison. It is thirty yards 
wide at its entrance, has a very gentle current, 
and is navigable for some distance. One mile 
above this river -w^ passed an island, a second at 
the distanee of six miles further, during which the 
river makes a considerable bend to the east. 
Iteuben Fields returned about noon with informa- 
tion that he had gone up Wisdom river till its 
entrance into the mountains, but could find noth- 
ing of Shannon. We made seven miles beyond the 
la«t island, and after passing some small bayous, 
encamped under a few high trees on the left, at 
the distance of fourteen miles above Thilanthropy 
river by water, though only six by land. The 
river has in fact become so very crooked that 
although by means of the pole which we now use 
constantly we make a considerable distance, yet 
being obliged to follow its windings, at the end of 
the day, we find ourseives very little advanced on 
our general course. It forms itself into small cir- 
cular beuds, which are so numerous that within 
the last fourteen miles we passed thirty-flve of 
them, all inclining towards the right; it is how- 
ever much more gentle ond deep than below Wis- 
dom river, and its general width isfrom thirty-five 
to forty-flve yards. The general appearance ofthe 
eurrounding country is that of a valley five or six 
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miles wide, enclosed between two hijfh raonntainB. 
; The bottom is rich, with some Bmall timber ou the 
LiHlands and along the river, which consists rather 
f of underbrush, aud a itw cottouwood, bireh, and 
wii low-trees. 'I'ho high grouiidH Iio.ve eome scat- 
tered pine, which just reliei'e the general nakedneBS 
of the hilla and the jilaiu, where there is aothing 
exeept grasH. Along the hottoraa we saw to-day 
a considerable quantity of the huffalo cloyer, the 
Bunflower, flax, green Bward, thistle aud several 
epecies of rye gruan, boiub of which rise to the 
height of three or four feet. There ia also a grass 
■with a Boft Braooth leaf which riaeH about three 
feet high, and bears its seed very much like the 
timothy, hut it does not grow luxuriantly nor 
would it apparently answer so well in our mead- 
ows as that plant. We preserved some of its seed, 
which are now ripe, in order to make the experi- 
ment. Our game consieted of deer and antelope, 
and we saw a number of geese and ducks just be- 
ginning to fly, and some cranes. Among the in- 
ferior animals we have an abundance of the large 
biting or hare fly, of which there are two species, 
one black, the other smaller and brown, except , 
the head which is green. The green or blowing 
flies unite with them in Bwarme to atta<^k us, and 
seem to have relieved the eye-gnats who have now 
disappeared. The moBquitoes too are in large 
quantities, but not so troublesome en they were 
below. Through the valley are ecattered bogs, 
and some very good turf, the earth of which the 
mud IB composed is of a white or bluish white 
colour, and seems to be argiiuceous. On all the 
three riverB, hut particularly on the Philanthropy, 
are immense quantities of beaver, otter and musk- 
rat. At our camp there was an abundance of 
rosebushes and briars, but so little timber that we 
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were obliged to use wiliow brush for flael. The 
night was agam cloudj which prevented the lunar 
obseryatione. 

On our right ia the point of a high plain, which 
our Indian woman recogmaes ae the place called 
the Bearer'B-hcad from a BuppOBed resemblance to 
that object. This she aajs in not fUr from the 
Buoitner retreat of her countrymen, which is on a 
river beyond the mountains, and running to the 
west. She is therefore certain that we ehall meet 
them either on this river, or on that immediately 
west of its source, which judging from ita preaent 
size, cannot he l^r dietumt. Persuaded of the 
absolute necessity of procuring horses to cross 
the mountains, it wae defasruiined that one of ue 
should proceed in the morning to the head of the 
river, and penetrate the mountains till he found 
the Shoshonees or some other nation who could 
assist us in transporting onr baggage, the greater 
part of which we Hhall bo compelled to leave with- 
out the aid of horses. 

tYiflay 0. — The morning was ftir and fine. We 
Bet off early, aud proceeded on very well, though 
there were more rapids in. the river than yester- 
day. At eight o'clock we halted for hreakfeat, 
part of which consisted of two fine geese killed 
before wo stopped. Here we were joined by Shan- 
non for whose saMy we hdd been ao uneasy. The 
day on which he left na on hia way up Wisdom 
river, after hunting Ibr some time and not seeing 
the party ajrive, he returned to the place where 
he had left us. Not finding us there he supposed 
we bad passed him, and he therefore marched up 
the river during all the neit day, when he was 
convinced that we had not gone on, as the river 
was no longer navigable. Pie now followed the 
course of the river down to the forks, and then 
35 



LEWIS AND CLABK'8 EXPEDITION 



took the branch which we are pureuing. During 
the three daya of his abseDce, he had been much 
wearied with hia march, but had lived plentifully, 
aud brought the ukhin of three deer. Ah far as he 
had aecfuded Wisdom river it kept ite course 
ohiiquel3" down towards the .lefTerBon, Immedi- 
ately after breakfast, captain Lewis took Drew- 
yer, Shields aud M'Neal, and ettugiag their knap- 
sacke they set out with a resolution to meet some 
nation of Indiana before they returned, however 
long they might be separated from the party. He 
directed his course aerosti the low ground to the 
plain on the right, leaving the Beaver' e-head 
about two milee to the left. After walking eight 
miles to the river, which they waded, they went 
on to a commanding point ftom which he saw the 
plaee at which it enters the mountain, but as the 
distance would not permit his reaching it this 
evening, he descended towards the river, and after 
travelUng eight miles fiirther, encamped for the 
evening some miles below the mountain. They 
passed before reaching their camp a handsome 
little stream formed by some large springs which 
rise in the wide bottom on the left side of the 
river. In their way they killed two antelopes, 
and took with them enough of the meat for their 
Bupper and breakfast the next morning. 

In the meantime we proceeded, and in the course 
of eleven miles ftom onr Ia8t encampment passed 
two small islands, sixteen short round bends in 
the river, and halted in a bend towards the right 
where we dined. The river increases in rapidity 
as we advance, and ie so crooked that the eleven 
miles, which have cost us so much labour, only 
bring us four miles in a direct line. The weather 
became overcast towards evening, and we experi- 
enced a slight shower attended with thunder and 
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Dghtning. The three huntera who were Bent out 
killed oiil<r two antelopea; game of every kind be- 
ing scarce. 

Satarda,}-, JO,— Captain Lewie continued liis 
route at an earlj hour tlirougli the wide bottom 
along the left bank of the river. At about five 
mileo he passed a large creek, and then Ml into an 
Indian road leading towards the point where the 
river entered the mountain. This lie followed till 
be reeebed a high perpendicular cliff of rocks where 
the river mates its paesage through the hills, and 
which he called the Rattlesnake cliff, from the 
number of that animal which he saw there: here 
he kindled a Qre and waited the return of Drew- 
yer, who had been sent out on the way to kill a 
deer; he came back about noon with the skin of 
three deer and the flesh of one of the best of them. 
After a. ha«ty dinner they returned to the Indian 
rood which they hod left for a short distance to 
Bee the cliff It led them soiuetimes over the hills, 
Bometimes in the narrow bottoms of the river, till 
at the distance of fifteen miles from the Rattle- 
snake cItSs they reached a. handsome open and 
level valley, where the river divided into two 
nearly equal branches. The mountains over which 
they paused were not very liigh, but are rugged 
and continue close to the river aide. The river, 
which before it enters the mountain was rapid, 
rocky, very crooked, much divided by islands, and 
shallow, now becomes more direct in its coui'se as 
it is hemmed in by the hills, and has not so many 
bends nor islands, but becomes more rapid and 
rocky, and continues as shallow. On examining 
the two branches of the river it was evident that 
neither of them was navigable f\irtlier. The rood 
forked with the river; and captain Lewis there- 
fbre sent a man np each of them for a short dla- 
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tance, in order that by comparing their respective 
information he mij^ht be able to take that which 
BMmed to have beeu most used this epring. From 
their account he resolved to choose that which led 
along the southwest branch of the river which 
■was rather the smaller of the two; he accordingly 
wrote a note to captain Clark Informiug hitn of 
the route, and recommending his staying with the 
party at the forks till he should return; This he 
fixed on a dry willow pole at the forks of the 
river, and then proceeded up the southwest 
branch ; but after going a mile and a half the road 
became scarcely disting^uishable, and the tracks of 
the horses which he iad followed along tiie Jeffer- 
son were no longer seen. Captain Lewis therefore 
returned to examine the other road himself, and 
foond that the horses had in fact passed along the 
western or right fork which had the additional 
recommendation of being larger than the other. 

This road he concluded to take, and therefore 
sent back Drewyer to the forks with a second let- 
ter to captain Clark apprising him of the change, 
and then proceeded on. The valley of the west 
fork through which tie now passed, bears a little 
to the north of west, and is confined within the 
space of about a niilo in width, by rough moun- 
tains and steep clifia of rock. At the distance of 
four and a half miles it opens into a beautilbl 
and extensive plain about ten miles iong and five 
or six in width : this is surrounded on all sides by 
higher rolling or waving country, intersected by 
several little rivulets from the mountains, each 
bordered by its wide meadows. The whole pros- 
pect is bounded by these mountains, which nearly 
surround it, so as to form a beautiful cove about 
sixteen or eighteen milea in diameter. On entering 
this cove the river bend^ to the northwest, and 
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bathes the foot of the hillH to the right. At thii 
place they halted for the night on the right aide of 
the rJTer, and having lighted a, fire of dry willow 
brush, this only fUel nhith the country affords, 
supped on a deer. They had travelled to-da.'^ 
thirty miles by estimate ; that ie ten to the liattle- 
Buake cliff, fifteen to the forks of Jefferson river, 
and five to their encampment. In thiH cove some 
parta of the low grouada are tolerably fertile, but 
mach the greater proportion ia covered with 
prickly pear, sedge, twisted grnss, the pulpy-jeaferf 
thorn, southern- wood, aud wild sage, and lite tne 
uplands have a very inferior eoll. Tliese fast fiave 
little more than the prickly pear anil tlie twtswa 
or bearded grass, nor are there in the wBoie covo 
more than three or four Cottonwood trees, and 
those are small. At the apparent eatremity of the 
bottom above, and about ten miles to the west- 
ward, are two perpendicular cliffs rising to a con- 
siderable height on each side of the river, and at 
this distance seem like a gate. In the meantime 
■we proceeded at siinriee, and found the river not 
BO rapid ae yesterday, though more narrow and 
Btill very crooked, and so Mhallow that we were 
obUged to drag the canoes over many ripples in 
the course of the day. At eii and a half miles we 
had passed eight bends on the north, and two 
email bayous on the left, and came to what the 
Indians call the Beaver's head, a steep rocky cUff 
about one hundred and fifty feet high, near the 
right side of the river. Opposite to this at three 
huadred yards from the water is a low chff aboat 
fifty feet in height, which forms the extreuiity of a 
Bpur of the moantaiu about four miles distant oa 
the left. At four o'clock we were overtaken by a 
heavy shower of rain, attended with thunder, 
lightning and hail, The party were defended from 
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the hail by covering themselves with willow ' 
bushes, but they got completely wet, and in thia 
aitaacion, as soon &s the raia ceased, continaed 
tilt we encamped. This we did at a low bluff' on 
the led, after passiug in the course of six and a'' 
half miles, fouriHlands and eighteen bends on tha 
right, ajid a low bluff and several bayous on the 
same aide. We had now come thirteen miles, yet , 
were only four on our route towards the moun-" 
tains. The game seems to be declining, for our 
hunters procured only a single deer, though we 
lound another for us that had been killed three' 
aavB Detore Dr one of the hunters during an excn^ 
BOIL ana letc tor ob oq the river. 
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CHAPTER XrV. 

Captain Levla proceeds belore ihe mala bodr !□ leareh o! the 
Shoflhonoea — HIa [IE aucceas on tbe Qr^ Interview — The party 
wltb cnpuin LflwlsBCleoEtli dUcoTer ibe aaim.ti at Ihe Mla- 
Bourl — Captain Clark wlLZi tbu inatn body still emplofetl In Btf- 
r«naiDg ChB Missouri or Jefferson river— Cuplain Lewis's second 
Interview with the ShoshoDees attended with flntH^eqA — Tbe iQ- 
l«iealiag ceremonies ulhls Orsl IntniducUontoUie natives, de- 
tnlled ac large— Their hoapltflllty— Their mode ol liunfing the 
antelope — The dllllcultlefl encounleredbycaptaln Clark and the 
main bodj la aoKtidlnE the river— The susplclnoB eolertalned 
or captain Lewis by tbe Sboshooees, and bis mode or ullaylng 
ttaem~The nTenoug appeUlea ol Cbe saraveB IlluBtraled by a 
singular udrenture— The Indians stltl Jealous, and tbe greit 
[■alas taken by oaplain Lenia to preserve their confldenee— 
Captain Olark arrives with the tnala bud; exhausted by tbe dlffl- 
cultlea which they underwent. 

Sand&y, August 11. — Captain Lewis again pro- 
ceeded on earlj, but bad the mortificatiou to Gnd 
that tlie track which he followed yeaterday eoon 
disappeared. He determined therefore to go on to 
the narrow gate or pass of the river which he had 
seen Itom the camp, in hopee of being able to re- 
cover the Indian path. For this purpose he waded 
across the river, which was now about twelve 
yards wide, and barred in several places by the 
dams of the beaver, and then went straight for- 
ward to the pass, sending one man along the 
river to his left, and another on the right, with 
orders to search for the road, and if they found it 
to lot him know by raising a hat on the mazzle of 
their guns. In this order they went along for 
about five miles, when captain Lewis perceived 
■with the greatest delight a man on horseback at 
the distance of two miles coming down the plaio 
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towards them. On examiiiiii^ him with the glass, 
captain Lewis saw that he was ofa different na- 
tion fVoni any Indians we had hitherto met: ho 
was armed with a how and a quiver of arrows; 
mounted on an elegant horse without a saddle, 
and a small striD}; attached to the under jaw 
answered as a bridle. Convinced that be was a 
Sboshonee, and knowing how much of our Huccees 
depended on the friendly offices of that nation, 
captain Lewis was flill of ausietj to approach 
without alarming him, and endeavour to convince 
him that he was a iviute man. He therefore, pro- 
ceeded on towards the Indian at his usual pace, 
when they were within a mile of each other the 
Indian suddenly stopped, captatu Lewis immedi- 
ately followed his exiample, took his blanket from 
his knapsack, and holding it with both hands at 
the two corners, tbrtw it above his head and un- 
folded it as he brought it to the ground as if in 
the act of spreading it. This signal wliich origi- 
nates in the practice of spreading a robe or a skin, 
as a seat for guests to whom tliey wish to show 
a distinguished kindness, is the universal sign of 
fliendship among the Indians on the Missouri and 
the Kocky mountains. As usual, captiun Lewis 
repeated this signal three times: still the Indian 
kept his position, and looked with an air of suspi- 
cion on Drewyer and Shields who were now ad- 
vancing on each side. Captain Lewis was afraid 
to make any signiU for them to halt, lest lie 
ahould increase the suspicions of the Indian, who 
began to be uneasy, and they were too distant to 
hear his voice, lie, therefore, took from his pack 
some beads, a looking-glass and a few trinkets, 
which he had brought for the pur-pose, and leav- 
ing hia gun advanced unarmed towards the In- 
dian. He remained in the same position till cap- 
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tain Lewis came within two hundred jarde of 
him, when he turned hie horee, and began to move 
offalowly; captain I-ewia then called out to him, 
in as loud a, Toice aa he could, repeating the word, 
tabba bonel which in the Shosbonee language 
meaaa white man; but looking over hiu shoulder 
the Indian kept his eyes on Drewyer and Shields, 
who were still advancing, without recollecting the 
impropriety of doing so at such a moment, till 
captain Lewie made a signal to them to halt: 
this Drewyer obeyed, but Shields did not observe 
it, and still went forward: seeing Drewyer halt 
the Indian turned his horse about as if to wait for 
captain I^wis who now reached within one hun- 
dred and fifty paces, repeating the word tabba 
bone, and holding up the trinkets in his hand, at 
the same time stripping up the sleeve of his shirt 
to show the colour of bis skin. The Indian suf- 
ftred him to advance within one hundred paces, 
then suddenly turned his horse, and giving him the 
whip, leaped across the creek and disappeared in 
an instant among the willow bushes: with him 
vanished all the hopes which the sight of him had 
inspired of a tHendly introduction to his country- 
men. Though sadly disappointed by the impru- 
dence of his two men, captain Lewis determined 
to make the incident of some use, and therefore 
calhng the men to him they nil set off aJter the 
track of the horse, which they hoped might lead 
them to the camp of the Indian who had fled, or 
if he had given the alarm to any small party, 
their track might conduct them to the body of the 
nation. They now fixed a small flag of the United 
States on a pole, which was carried by one of the 
men as a signal of their friendly intentions, should 
the Indians observe them as they were advancing. 
Tlie route lay across an island formed by a nearly 
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equal diyision of the creek in the bottom: nSber 
reaching the open graiinds on the right side of tha 
creek, the track turned towards some high hilis 
about three milee diHtAut. Presuming that the 
Indian camp might be among these bills, and that 
by advancing haatilj" he might be seen and alarm 
them, captain Lewis sought an elevated situation 
near the creek, had a Bre made of willow brush, 
and toot breakfast. At the same time he pre- 
pared a small assortment of beads, trinkete, awls, 
Bome paint and a loohing glass, and placed them 
on a pole near the fire, in order that if the Indians 
returned thej might discover that the party were 
white men and iHenda. Whilst making these 
preparations a very heavy shower of rain and hail 
came on, and wet them to the akin: in about 
twenty minutes it was over, and captain Lewia 
then renewed his purauit, but as the rain had 
made the grass which, the horse had trodden down 
rise again, hia track could with difficulty be dis- 
tinguished. Ae they went along they passed sev- 
eral places where the Indians seemed to have been 
digging roots to-day, and saw tiie &esh track of 
eight or ten horaea, but they had been wandering 
about in so confused a manner that he could not 
discern any particular path, and at last, after 
pursuing it about four miles along the valley to 
the left under the foot of the hills, he lost the track 
of the fugitive Indian. Near the head of tte val- 
ley they had passed a large bog covered with 
moss and tail grass, among which were several 
sprijgs of pure cold water: tiiey now turned a 
little to the left along the foot of the high hills, 
and reached a small creek where they encamped 
for the night, having made about twenty miles, 
thongh not more than ten in a direct line from 
their camp of lost evening. 
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The morning being rainy and ■wet we did not 
set out with the canoee till after an early break- 
tttet. During the ftret three miles we passed three 
Hmall islandfl, sii bayoua on diflerent sides of the 
river, and the same number of bends towards the 
right. Here we reached the lower point of a large 
lalasd which we called Three-thousand -mile island, 
on account of its being at that distance IVoni the 
mouth of the Missouri. It is three miles and a 
half in length, and as we coasted along it wo 
passed several small bends of the rirer towards 
the left, and two bayoua on the same side. After 
leaving the upper point of Three- thou sand -mile 
island, we followed the main channel on the left 
aide, which led us by three small islands and seT" 
eral amall bayous, and flft«en bends towards the 
right. Then at the distance of seven miles and a 
half we encamped on the upper end of a large 
island near the right. The river was shallow and 
rapid, so that we were obliged to be in the water 
during a great part of tbe day, dragging the 
canoes over the shoals and ripples. Its course too 
vae so crooked, that notwithstanding we had 
made fourteen miles by water, we were only flvs 
miles from our encampment of last night. The 
country consists of a lov ground on the river 
about five miles wide, and succeeded on both sides 
by plains of the same extent which reach to the 
base of the mountains. These low grounds are 
very much intersected by bayous, and in those on 
the left side is a large proportion of bog covered 
with tali grass, which would yield a fine torf. 
There are very few trees, and those small narrow- 
leafed cottonwood: the principal growth being 
tbe narrow- leafkl willow, and currant bnshea, 
among which were some bunches of privy near 
the river. We saw a nu mber of geese, ducks, 
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bearer, otter, deer and antelopes, of all which one 
beaver wae killed with a pole from the boat, three 
otters with a tomahawk, and thehutttere brought 
in three deer and an antelope. 

Monday, 12. — Thie morning as Boon as it was 
light captain I.«wia sent Drewyer to reconnoitre if 
poesible the rout« of the Indiana: in about aa 
hour and e, half he returned, after following the 
tracks of the horse which we had lost yesterday 
to the mountains, where they ascended and were 
no longer visible. Captain Lewis now decided on 
making the circuit along the foot of the moun- 
tains which formed the cove, expecting by that 
means to find a road across them, and accord- 
ingly sent Drewyer on one side, and Shields on the 
other. In this way they orossed four small rivu- 
lets near each other, on which were some bowers 
or conical lodges of willow brush, which seemed 
to have been made recently. From the manner in 
which the ground in the neighbourhood was torn 
up the Indians appeared to have been gathering 
roots ; but captain Lewis could not discover what 
particular plant they were searching for, nor 
could he find any fresh track, till at the distance 
of four miles ftom his camp he met a large plain 
Indian road which came into the cove from the 
northeast, and wound along the foot of the moun- 
tains to the southwest, approaching obUqnely the 
main stream he had left yesterday. Down this 
road he now went towards the southwest : at the 
distance of five miles it crossed a large run or 
creek, which is a principal branch of the main 
stream into which it falU, just above the high 
cliffs or gates observed yeatcrday, and which they 
now saw below them: here they halted and 
breaki^ted on the last of the deer, keeping a 
email piece of pork in reserve against accident: 
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they then continued through the low bottom 
along the main etream near the foot of the moun- 
taJnB on their right. For the first five miles the 
Talley continues Towards the southweat from two 
to three miles in width; then the main stream, 
which had received two smaU branches from the 
left in the valley, turns abruptly to the west 
through a narrow bottom between the mountains. 
The road was still plain, and aa it led them di- 
rectly on towards the mountain the etream gradn- 
ally became smaller, till after going two miles it 
had BO greatly diminiBhed in width that one of the 
men in a fit of enthusiasm, with one foot on each 
side of the river, thanked Ood that he had lived 
to bestride the Misaouri. As they went along 
their hopes of Boon aeeing the waters ol' the 
Columbia arose almost to painjiil anxiety, when 
aft«r four miles from the la«t abrupt turn of the 
river, they reached a small gap formed by the high 
mountains which recede on each side, leaving 
room for the Indian road. From the foot of one 
of the lowest of these mouatatiia, which rises with 
a gentle ascent of about hall' a luile, ieaues the 
remotest water of the Missouri. They had now 
reached the hidden Hourcee of that river, which 
had never yet been seen by civihzed man; and as 
they quenched their thirst at the chaate and icy 
fountain — as tliey sat down by the brink ofthat 
Httle rivulet, which yielded its distant and modest 
tribute to the parent ocean, they felt themselves 
rewarded for all their labours and all their diffi- 
culties. They left reluctantly thiw interesting spot, 
and pursuing the Indian road through the interval 
of the hills, arrived at the top of a ridge, from 
which they saw high mountains partially covered 
with snow still to the west of them. The ridge on 
which they stood formed the dividing line between 
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ths waters of the Atlantic and PaciSc oceani. 
They followed a descent luuch ateer)er than that 
on the eastern Bide, mid at the distance of tliree 
quarters of a mile reached a baadsoiBe bold creek 
of cold clear water running to the westward. 
They atopfMid to taste for the first time the waters 
of the Columbia; and aft*r a few minutes followed 
the road across Bteegi hills and low hollows, till 
they reached a spring on the side of a mountain: 
here they fonnd a Bufficient qnantity of dry willow 
brush ibr fliel, and therefore halted for the night; 
and having killed notbiog in the courw of the day 
Bupped on their last piece of pork, and trusted to 
fortune for some other food to mix with a httle 
flour and parched meal, which was all that now 
remained of their provisions. Belbre reaching the 
fountain of the Missouri they saw several large 
hawks nearly black, and some of the heath cocks: 
these lost have a long pointed tail, and are of a 
nniform dork brown colour, much larger than the 
common dunghill fowl, and aimilar in habits and 
the mode of flying to th« grouse or prairie hen. 
Drewyer also wounded at the distance of one hun- 
dred and thirty yards an animal which we had 
not yet seen, but which after felling recovered 
Itself and escaped. It seemed to be of the fox 
kind, rather larger than the small wolf of the 
plains, and with a skin, in which black, reddish 
brown, and yellow, were curiously intermixed. 
On the creek of the Coluuabia they found a species 
of currant which does not grow as high as that 
of the Missouri, though it is more branching, and 
its leaf, the under disk of which is covered with a 
hairy pubescence, is twie& as large. The fruit is of 
the ordinary size aud shape of the currant, and 
supported in the usual manner, but is of a deep 
purple colour, acid, aud of a very inferior flavour. 
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We proceeded on in tbe boats, but bm the river 
WBa very ahallow &dA rapid, the navigation is 
extremely difficult, and the meu who arc almoit 
constantly in the water are getting feeble and 
8ore, and ho much wore down by ftttigue that 
they are very anxious to commence travelling by 
land. We went aloag the mnin channel which ii 
on the right side, and after paasing nine bends in 
that direction, three islands and a number of 
bayous, reached at the distance of five and a half 
miles the upper point of a large island. At noon 
there wan a storm of thunder which continued 
about half an hour; after which we proceeded, hut 
OS it wag necessary to drag' the canoes over the 
ehoals and rapids, made but little progress. On 
leaving the ieland we passed a number of abort 
bends, several bayous, and one run of wat*r on 
the right side, and having gone by four small and 
two large islands, encamped on a smooth plain to 
the left near ft few Cottonwood trees: our journey 
by water was just twelve miles, and four in a 
direct line. The hnntera supplied ua with three 
deer and a fkwn. 

Tueadaj 13.— Very early in the morning captain 
Lewis resumed the Indian road, which led him in 
a western direction, through an open broken 
country ; on the left was a deep valley at the toot 
of a high range of mountains running from south- 
east to northwest, with their eides better clad 
■with timber than the hiila to which we have been 
for some time accustomed, and their tops covered 
in part with enow. At five miles distance, after 
following the long descent of another valley, he 
reached a creek about ten yurda wide, and on ris- 
ing the hill beyond it had a view of a handsome 
little valley on the left, about a mile in width, 
through which they judged, from the appearance 
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of the timber, that BOme etream or vat£r mOBt 
probably passed. On the creek they hail just left 
were aoiue bueliee of the white luajile, the sumach 
of the Hinall apeciea with the winged I'ib, aiid a 
epetiea of honey suekie, rcHembhng in ita general 
appearance and the ehape of its leuf the small 
koneysuckie of the Missouri, except tliat it is 
rather larger, and hears n globular berry, about 
the siie of a garden pea, of a white colour, and 
formed of a eolt white niuciiaginoua Bubstiince, in 
which are several small brown seeds irreRularlj 
scattered without any cell, and enveloped in a 
smooth thin pellicle. 

They proceeded along a waving plain parallel to 
this valley itor about four miles, when they dis- 
covered two worayn, a man and some doge on an 
eminence at the distance of a mile before them. 
The Btrangera first viewed them apparently with 
much attention for a ibw minutes, and then two 
of them sat down as if to await captain Lewis's 
arrival. He went on till he reached within about 
half a mile, then ordered his party to stop, put 
down bis knai)sack and riUe, and unfurling the 
flag udvauced alone towards the Indians. The 
females soon retreated bekind the hill, butthe man 
remained till captain Lewis came within a hun- 
dred yards from him, vi'hen he too went off, 
though captain Lewis calkd out tabba bone 1 loud 
enough to he heard distinctly. He hastened to 
the top of the hill, but they had all disappeared. 
The dogs however were less shy, aud came close 
to him; he therefore thought of tying a handker- 
chief with some beads round their necks, and then 
let them loose to convince the fugitives of his 
fHendly disposition, but they would not aufl'er him 
to take hold of them, and soon left him. He now 
made a signal to the men, who joined him, and 
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then all fbllowed the track or the Indians, which 

led alonji; a contiunatioii of the eame road they 
had becu already travelling- It was dusty and 
Beemed to have been much uaed lately both by 
fbot paesengere and horaemen. They had not 
^ne along it more than a, mile when on a eudden 
they saw three female Indians, from whom they 
bad been concealed by the deep ravines whil^h in- 
tersected the road, till they were now within 
thirty paces of each other ; one of them a young 
woman immediately took to flight, the other two, 
an elderly woman and a little girl, seeing we were 
too near for them to escape, sat ou tlie ground, 
and holding down their heads seemed ag if recon- 
ciled to the death which they supposed awaited 
them. The aame habit of holding down the head 
and inviting the enemy to strike, when all chance 
of escape is gone, is preserved in F^gypt to thi» 
day, Captain Lewis instantly put down his rifle, 
and advancing towards them, took the woman 
by the hand, raised her up, and repeated the word 
tabba honel at the same time stripping up his 
shirt sleeve to prove that he was a white man, 
for hie hands and face had become by constant 
exposure quite as dark as their own. She ap- 
peared immediately relieved from her alarm, and 
Drewyer and Shields no^v coming up, captain 
Lewis gave them some beads, a few awls, pewter 
mirrors, and a littie paint, and told Drewyer to 
request the woman to recall her companion who 
had escaped to some distance, and by alarming 
the Indians might cause them to attack hiui with- 
out any time lor explanation. She did as she waa 
desired, and the young woman returned almost 
ont of breath: captain Le^vis gave her an equal 
portion of trinkets, and painted the tawny cheeks 
of all three of thsm with vermillion, a ceremony 
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which among the Shoshoneea is emblematic of 
peace. After they had become conipoBed, he in- 
formed them by signs of his wish to go to their 
camp in order to see their chie(h and warriors; 
they readily obeyed, and conducted the party 
along the same road down the river. In this way 
they inarched two miles, when they met a troop 
of nearly ei^ty warriors mounted on excellent 
horseB riding at full speed towards them. Ab they 
advanced captain Lewis put down his gun, and 
went with the flag about iifty paces in advance. 
The chief who with two men were riding in front 
of the main body, spoke to the women, who now 
explained that the party was composed of white 
men, and showed exnltingly the presents they had 
received. The three men immediately leaped from 
their horses, came up to captain Lewie and em- 
braced him with great cordiality, putting their 
left arm over his right shoulder and clasping hie 
back, applying at the same time their left cheek to 
his, and frequently vociferating ah hi el ah hi el 
"I am much pleased, I am much rejoiced."' The 
whole body of warriora now came forward, and 
our men received the caresses, and no smalt share 
of tlie grease and paint of their new friends. After 
this fraternal embrace, of which the motive waa 
much more agreeable than the manner, captain 
Lewis lighted a pipe and oflkred it to the Indians 
who had now seated then^selves in a circle around 
the party. But before they would receive this 
mark of friendship they pulled off their moccasins, 
a custom as we afterwards learnt, which indicates 
the sacred sincerity of their professions when 
they smoke with a stranger, and which imprecates 
on themselves the misery of going barefoot forever 
if they are faithless to their words, a penalty by 
no means light to those w^ho rove over the thorny 
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plains of their country. It ia not unworthy to re- 
mark the analog-y wbieh some of the cuetome of 
those wild children of the wilderneBB bear to thoae 
recorded in holy writ. Moses ia admonished to 
pull offhie ahoee. for the place on which be stood 
was holy ground. Why thia was enjoined ae an 
act of peculiar reverenee ; whether it was from the 
circumstance that in the arid region in which the 
patriarch then resided, it w-ee deemed a teat of 
the sincerity of devotion to walk upon the burning 
eanda barerooted, in eome measure analogouB to 
the paiuH infiicted fay the prickly pear, does not 
apitear. After emoking a fitw pipes, some trifling 
presents were distributed amongst them, with 
which they seemed very much pleased, particularly 
with the blue beada and the vcrmillion. Captain 
Lewis then informed the chief that the object of 
his visit waa friendly, and should be explained aa 
soon as be reached their cannp; but that in the 
meantime as the eun waa oppreasive, and no 
water near, he wiahed to go there aa aoon as poa- 
fllble. They now put on their moccaains, and 
their chief, whose name was Cameahwait, made a 
short speech to the wajriorH. Captain I*wta 
then gave him the flag, which he informed him 
was amont; white men the emblem of peace, and 
now that he had received it was to be in future 
the bond of union between them. The chief then 
moved on, our party followed him, and the reat of 
the warriora in a squadron, brought up the rear. 
After marching a mile they were halted by the 
chief, who made a second harangue, on which six 
or eight young men rode forward to their camp, 
and no further regularity waa ohaerved in the 
order of march. At the distance of four milea 
iVom where they had first met, they reached the 
Jndian camp, which was in a handaome level 
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meadow on the bank of the river. Here they were 
introduced into an old leathern lodge which the 
joTjng men who had heen seat from the party had 
fitted up for their receiitiou. After beicff seated 
on green boughs and antelope skins, one of the 
warriors pulled up the grass in the centre of the 
lodge so aa to form a Tftcant circle of two (bet 
diameter, in which he liindlcd a fire. The chief 
then produced his pipe and tobacco, the warriors 
all pulled off their moccBsins, and our party waa 
requested to take off their own. This heing done, 
the chief lighted hia pipe at the fire within the 
magic circle, and then retreating from it began a 
speech several minutes long, at the end of which 
he pointed the stem towards the four cardinal 
points ofthe heavens, beginning with the east and 
concluding with the north. After this ceremony 
he presented the stem in the same way to captain 
Lewis, who supposing it an invitation to smoke, 
pnt out his hand to receive the pipe, but the chief 
drew it back, and continued to repeat the same 
oQi;r threo times, after which he pointed the stem 
first to the heavens, then to the centre of the little 
circle, took thre« whifis himself, and presented it 
Bgiiin to captain Lewis, Finding that tbit) last 
offer was in good earnest, he smoked a little, the 
pipe was then held tu eath of the white men, and 
after they had taken a few whiffs was given to 
the warriors. This pipe waa made of a dense 
transparent green stone, very highly polished, 
about two and a half inches long, and of an oval 
figure, the bowl being in the same situation with 
the stem, A small piece of burnt eluy is placed in 
the bottom of the howl to separate the tobacco 
from the end of the stem, and is of an irregularly 
round figure, not fitting the tube perfectly close, 
in order that the smoke may pass with &cillty. 
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The tobacco ia of the eame kind tcith that need 
by the Minnetao-ees, Mandani* and Ilicaraa of the 
[MiBBOuri. The ShoshoneeB do not cultivate this 
' plant, but obtain it from the Rocljy mountain 
' Indiana, and some of the bands of their own na- 
tion who live l\irtlu!r eoiith. 'I'he t'eremony of 
Bmoking being conriuded, captain Lewie explained 
to the chief the puriioeeH of hia visit, and bh by 
thifl time ail the women and children of the camp 
had gathered around the lodge to indulge in a 
view of the llrst white men they hail ever aeen, he 
diRtributed among them the remainder of the 
small articles he had brought with him. It was 
now lat-e in the afternoon, and our party had 
tasted no food since the night berore. On appris- 
ing the chief of this circumatance, he said that he 
had nothing but berriea ta eat, and presented 
Bome cakes made of serviceberry and chokei^herriea 
which had been dried in the sun. On these cap- 
tain Lewis made a hearty meal, and then walked 
down towards the river ; he found it a rapid clear 
Stream forty yards wide and three feet deep; the 
banks were low and abrttpt, like those of the 
upper part of the Missouri, and the bed formed of 
loose atones and gravel. Its course, as far as he 
could observe it, was a little to the north of west, 
and was bounded on each aide by a range of liigb 
mountaius, of which those on the east are the 
lowest and most distant from the river. 

The chief Informed him that this stream difi- 
efaarged itself at the distance of half a day's 
march, into another of twice its size, coming from 
the southwast; but added, on further inquiry, 
that there was scarcely more timber below the 
junction of those rivers than in this neighbour- 
hood, and that the river was rocky, rapid, and so 
closely confined between high mountains, that it 



LEWIS AND OLABK'S EXPEDITION 



was itnpoesible to pass down it, either by land or 
■water to the great lake, where aa he had under- 
Btood the white men llve3. Thia information wa« 
farrromheingHatlMfattory ; for there was no timber 
here that would answer the purpoae of building 
canoee, indeed not more than juet suihcient for 
fuel, and even that consisted of the narruw-leai^ 
Cottonwood, the red and the narrow-leafed wil- 
low, the ehokecherry, Berviceberrj and a few cor- 
rant bushes aueh as ar& common on the Kliasouri. 
The prospect of going on by land ia more pleaa- 
ant; ibr there are great numhera of horees feeding 
in every direction round the camp, which will 
enable us to transport our storea if neceaaary over 
the mountains. Captain Lewis returned Pcom the 
river to hia lodge, and on his way an Indian in- 
vited him into liis bower and gave him a small 
morsel of boiled antelope and a piece of l>esh sal- 
mon roosted. This woe the first salmon he had 
seen, and perfectly satisfied him that he was now 
on the waters of the Pacific. On reaching tiiia 
lodge, he resumed his conversation with the chief, 
after which he was entertained with a dance by 
the Indiana. It now proved, ae our party had 
fbared, that the men irhom they had first met 
this morning had returned to the camp and spread 
the alarm that their en.eniiee, the SUnnetarees of 
fort de Prairie, whora they call Pahkeea, were ad- 
vancing on them. The "warriors instantly armed 
themselves and were conning down in expectation 
of an attack, when they were agreeably surprised 
by meeting our party. The greater part of them 
were armed with bows and arrows, and shields, 
but a few had small fusils, such as are furnished 
by the northwest company traders, and which 
they had obtained IVom the Indiana on the Yel- 
lowstone, with whom they are now at peace, 
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They had reaaoa to dread the approach of the 
Pahkees, who had attacked them in the coarse of 
thi? Bprin^ aod totally defeated them. On thiB 
occaHion twenty of their warriorB were either 
killed or made priRoners, and they lost their whole 
camp except the leathern lodge wliich they had 
fitted up for ub, and were now obliged to live in 
huts of aconica! figure made with willow brush. 
The music and daneint;. which warn in no reafiect 
difitrent fyom thoae of the Missonri Indians, con- 
tinned nearly all night; but captain Lewis retired 
to rest about twelve o'clock, when the fktigneH of 
the day enabled him to el«ep though he was 
awaked several times by the jelia of the dancers. 

Whilst all theee things were occurring to captain 
Lewis we were slowly and laboriously ascending 
the river. For the first two and a half miles we 
went along the island opposite to which we en- 
camped last evening, and eaon reached a second 
island behind which comes in a small creek on the 
left aide of the river. It rises in the mountains to 
the east and forme a handeome valley lor some 
miles IVom its mouth, where it is a bold running 
etream about seven yards wide: we called it 
M'Neal's creek, alter Hugh M'Neal one of our 
party. Just above this stream and at the dis- 
tance of four miles from our camp is a point of 
limestone rock on the right, about seventy feet 
high, forming a cliff over the river. From the top 
of it the Beaver's-hend bore north 24^ east twelve 
miles distant, the course of Wisdom river, that is 
the direction of its valley through the mountains 
is north 35' west, while the gap through which 
the Jefferson enters the mountains is ten miles 
above US on a course south IS west. 1' rom thifl 
limestone rock we proceeded along several islands, 
on both sides, and after making twelve miles ar- 
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riTed at a cliff of high rocks on the right, opposite 
to which we encamped in a Bmooth level prairie, 
near a few cottonwood treea; but were obliged to 
use the dry willow hrush for l\iel. The river is 
Btill very crooked, the bends short and abrupt, 
and obstructed by bu ma.ny shouls, over which the 
canoes were to be dragged, that the men were in 
the water three-fourths of the day. They aaw 
nnmbera of otter, some beaver, antelopes, ducke, 
geese, and cranes, but they killed nothing except a 
Bingie deer. They, however, caught some very fine 
trout, ae they have done for several days past. 
The weather had been cloudy and cool during the 
forepart of the day, and at eight o'clock a shower 
of rain fell. 

Wednesday J4.— la order to give time for the 
boats to reach the forks of Jefferson river, captain 
Lewis determined to remain here and obtain all 
the information he could collect with regard to 
the country. Having nothing to eat but a Uttle 
flour and parched meal, with the berries of the 
Indians, he sent out Drewyer and Shields, who 
borrowed horses from tLe natives, to hunt for a 
few hours. About the same time the young war- 
riora set out for the same purpose. There are but 
iew elk or blat:ktailed deer in this neighbour' 
hood, and aa the common red-deer secrete them- 
selves in the bushes when alarmed, they are soon 
safe from the arrows, which are but feeble weap- 
ons against any animals which tht liuiitsmen can- 
not previously run down with their horses. The 
chief game of the Hhoshoneea, therefore, is the 
e-ntelupe, which when pursued retreats to the open 
plains, where the horses have full room for the 
phase. Hut such is its extraordinary fleetness and 
wind that a single horse has no possible chance of 
outrunning it, or tiring it down; and the hunters 
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are therefore obliged to resort to etratagem. 
About twentj IndiaDH, mounted on fine horaes, 
a.nd armed with bows and arrows, left the camp; 
In a eliort time they descried a herd of ten anta- 
lopes : thej immediately separated into little 
squade of two or three, and i'oriucd a scattered 
circle round the herd fur five or eix miles, keeping 
at a wury distance, bo oe uut to alarm them tiU 
they were perfectly enclosed, aud usually selecting 
Bome commanding eminence as a stand. Having 
gained their pOHitione, a small party rodetowards 
the herd, and with wonderful dexterity the hunts- 
man preserved his seat, and the horse liiti footing, 
&e he ran at full apeed over the hilla, aud down 
the steep ravines, and along the borders ot the 
precipites. They were soon outstripped liy the 
antelopes, which on gaining the other estremitj 
of the circle were driven back aud pursued by the 
fresh hunters. They turned and fiew, rather than 
ran in another direction; but there too, they 
found new enemies. In this way they w^ere alter- 
nately pursued baclcwards aud forwards, till at 
length, notwithstanding the skill of the hunters, 
they all eacajjed, aud the party after running for 
two hours returned without having caught any 
thing, and their horses foaming with sweat. This 
chose, the greater part of which was seen irom the 
camp, formed a beautiful scene ; but to the hunters 
Is exceedingly laborious, anil so unproductive, 
even when they are able to worry the animal 
down and shoot him, that forty or fifty hunters 
■will sometimes be engaged lor hali' a day without 
obtaining more th;m two or three antelopes. 
Soon after they rtturned, our two huntsmen came 
in with no better success. Captain Lewis there- 
fore made a little paste with the flour, and the 
addition of some berries formed a very palatable 
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repast. Haying now secured the good will of 
Cameahwait, captain. Lewia informed him of his 
wish that he would epeak to the warriora and 
endeavour to engage them to accompany him to 
the forks of Jeffersoa river, where by this time 
another chief with ft large party of white men 
were waiting his return: that it would be neces- 
sary to talce about tbjrty horses to transport the 
merchandiee; that they should be well rewarded 
for their trouble; an.d that when all the party 
should hare reached, the ShOHhonee camp they 
would remain Bome time among them, aad trade 
for horses, as well aa concert plans for t^imishing 
them in fliture with regular supplies of merchan- 
dise. He readily consented to do so, and aA«r 
collecting the tribe together he made a long 
harangue, and in about an hour and a half re- 
tamed, and told captain Lewis that they would 
be ready to accompany him in the morning. 

As the early part of the day was cold, and the 
men stiff and sore from the fatigues of yesterday : 
■we did not set out till seven o'clock. At the dis- 
tance of a mile we passed a bold stream on the 
right, which comes from a snowy mountain to the 
north, and at its entrance is four yards wide, and 
three feet in depth; we called it Track creek: at 
six miles further we reached another stream which 
heads in some springs at the foot of the moun- 
tains on the left. After passing a number of 
bayous and small islands on eacli side, we en- 
camped about half a, mile by land below the 
Rattlesnake cUffs. Tte river was cold, shallow, 
and aa it approached the mountains formed one 
continued rapid, over which wo were obliged to 
drag the boats with great labour and difficulty. 
By using constant exertions we succeeded in mak- 
ing fourteen miles, but this distance did not carry 
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ve more than eii and a half in a straight line; 
several of the men have received woundB and 
lamed themselves in hauling the boata over the 
Btonee. The hunters supplied them with five deer 
and an antelope. 

Tbursdaj 15. — Captain Lewis rose early, and 
having: eaten nothing yesterday except hie scanty 
meal of flour and berries ftit the inconveniences of 
eitrerae hunger. On inquiry he found that his 
whole stock of provisions consisted of two pounds 
of flour. This he ordered to be divided into two 
equal parts, and one half of it boiled with the 
berries into a sort of pudding: and afMr present- 
ing a large share to the chief, he and his three 
men breakfasted on the remainder, tlameahwait 
was delighted at tins new dieh : he took a little of 
the flour in hie hand tasted and examined rt very 
narrowly, asking if it was mode of roots; captain 
Lewis explained the process of preparing it, and 
he said it was the best thing he had eaten for a, 
long time. 

This being finished, captain Lewis now endeav- 
oured to hasten the departure of the Indians who 
atill hesitated, and seemed reluctant to move, 
although the chief addressed them twice for the 
purpose of urging them ; on inquiring the reason, 
Cameahwait told him thut some foolish person 
had suggested that he w&e in league with their 
enemies the Pahkeea, and had come only to draw 
them into ambuwade, but that he himself did not 
believe it: captain Lewis felt uneasy at this in- 
sinuation: he knew the Buspicious temper of the 
Indians, accustomed fVom their infancy to regard 
every strauger as an enemy, and saw that if this 
suggestion were not instantly checked, it might 
hasard the total failure of the enterprise. Assum- 
ing therefore a serious air, he told the chief that 
61 



LEWIS AND CLABK'8 EXPEDITION 

be was sorry to find they placed eo little confi- 
llence in him, but that he pardoned their euepi- 
tiona because they were ignorant of the character 
of white men, among whom it wae dlHgraceful to 
lie or entrap even an enemy by falsehood ; that if 
they continued to thiok thus meanly of ub they 
might be aasured no white men would ever come 
to supply tbem with arms and merchandise; that 
there was at this nionieat a party of white men 
waiting to trade with them at the forks of the 
rirer; and that if the greater part of the tribe 
entertained any euapicion, he hoped there were 
still among them some who were men, who would 
^o and see with their own eyea the truth of what 
he said, and who, even if there was any danger, 
Tcere not afraid to die. To doubt the courage of 
an Indian is to touch the t«nderest string of his 
mind, and the surest way to rouse him to any 
dangerons aciuevement. Cameahwait instantly 
repUed, that he was not afi'aid to die, and mount- 
ing hia horse, for the third time harangued the 
warriors : he told them that be woe resolved to go 
if he went alone, or if ie were sure of perisliing; 
that he hoped there were among those who heard 
him some who were not afraid to die, and who 
would prove it by moucting tbeir horses and fol- 
lowing him. This harangue produced an effect on 
six or eight only of the warriors, who now joined 
their chief. With these captain Lewis smoked a 
pipe, aud then Iharilil of some change in their 
capricious temper set out immediately. It was 
about twelve o'clock when his small party left the 
camp, attended by Cameahwait and the eight 
warriors: their departure seemed to spread a 
I filoom over the village; those who would not 
Tenture to go were sullen and melancholy, and the 
women were crying and imploring the Great 
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Spirit to protect their warriore aa if they Ter« 
going to certain deetra<:tioD: jetench is the wbv- 
ering inconstancy of theee eavagee, that captain 
Lewis's party had not gone far when they were 
Joined by ten or twelve more warriors, and before 
reaching the creek which they had paesed on the 
morning of the 13tb, alt the men of the nation 
and a Dumber of women had overtaken them, and 
had changed from the Burly ill tamper in which 
they were two hours ago, to the greatcat cheer- 
falnesB and gaiety, ^^'hen they arrived at the 
Bpring on the side of the mountain where the 
party had encamped on the 12th, the chiefineialed 
on halting to let the horees graze; to which cap- 
tain i^ewiH oeaented and smoked with them. 
They are exeeaeively fond of the pipe, in which 
however they are not able to indulge much a« 
they do not cultivate tobacco themselves, and 
their mgged country altbrds them but Ihw articles 
to exchange for it. Here they remained for about 
an hour, and on setting out, by engaging to pay 
four of the party, captain Lewis obtained permis- 
sion for himseifand each of his men to ride behind 
on Indian; but he soon found riding without 
stirrups more tireeome than walking, and there- 
fore diemoanted, making the Indian carry his. 
pack. About sunset they reached the upper part 
of the level valley in the cove through which hft 
had poesed, and which they now called Sboehonee 
cove. The grass being burnt on the north side of 
the river they CTossed over to the south, and en- 
camped abont four miles above the narrow poaa 
between the hills noticed as they traversed tlie 
cove before. The river was here about six yards 
wide, and ftvquently dammed np by the beaver. 
Drewyer had been sent forward to boot, but h* 
ntomed in the evening unsucceesftil, and their 
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only enpper therefore was the remaining poond of 
flour stirred in a little boiliug water, and then 
divided between the four white men and two of 
the Indians. 

In order not to eshaust the strength of the men, 
captain Clart did not leave his camp till after 
breakfast. Although he wns seareely half a mile 
below the Rattleanake cliffe he waa obliged to 
make a circuit of two miles by water before he 
reached them. The river now passed between low 
and rugged mountains and clifiH foniied of a mix- 
tare of limestone and a hard black rock, with no 
covering except a few scattered pines. At the dis- 
tance of four miles ia a bold little stream which 
throws itiHelf froin the inountaina down a steep 
precipice of rocks on the left. One mile further is 
a second point of rocks, and an island, about a 
mile beyond which is a creek on the right, ten 
jards wide and three feet three inches in depth, 
with a strong current; we called it Willard's creek 
after one of our men, Alexander Willard. Three 
miles beyond this creek, after passing a high cliff 
on the right opposite to a steep hill, we reached a 
email meadow on the left bank of the river. Dur- 
ing itspaesagethrough these hills to Willard 'sereeic 
the river had been less tortuous than usual, so 
that in the first six miles to Willard's creek we 
had advanced four miles on our route. We con- 
tinued on for two miles, till we reached in the 
evening a small bottom covered \vith clover and a 
ftw Cottonwood trees; here we passed the night 
near the remains of some old Indian lodges of 
brush. The river is as it has been for some days 
shallow and rapid ; and our men, who are for 
hours together in the river, suffer not only IVom 
fiitigue, but Iron:! the extreme coldness of the 
water, the temperature of which is as low as that 
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of the freshest springs in our conntry. In walking 

^along tiie Bide of the river, captain Clark was 

Lvery near being bitten twice by rattleenakes, and 

I the Indian 'woman narrowly shaped the Bame 

^misfortune. We caught a number of fine trout; 

but the only game procured to-day was a buck, 

iphich had a peculiarly bitter taste, proceeding 

probably from its favourite food, the willow, 

F^day, ll>. — Ah neither our party nor the In- 
dians had any thing to eat, captain I.ewjs sent 
two of hie hunters ahead this morning to procure 
some provision ; at the same time he i-equested 
Cameahwait to prevent his young men from going 
oot, lest by their noise they might alarm the 
game; hut this measure immediately revi\'ed their 
'"fluspicionB : it now began to be believed that these 
men were sent forward in order to apprise the 
enemy of their coming, and as eaptain Lewis waa 
fearful of exciting any flirther uneasineHB, he made 
no objection on seeing a email party of Indians 
£0 on each side of the valley under pretence of 
hunting, but in reality to watch the movements 
of oar two men: eveu this precaution however did 
not quiet the alarms of the Indians, a considerable 
part of whom returned home, leaving only 
twenty-eight men and three women. After the 
iunters had been gone about an hour, captain 
IjeTCie again mounted with one of the IndianB 
behind him, and the whole party set out; but 
just as they passed through the narrows they eaw 
one of the spies coming back at full speed acrosa 
the plain : the chief stopped and seemed uneasy, 
the whole band were moved with fresh suspicions, 
and captain Lewie himself wae much disconcerted, 
lest by some unfortunate accident some of their 
enemies might have perhapa straggled that way. 
The young Indian hod scarcely breath to say a 
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(bw words as he oame up, when the whole troop 
daabed forward aa fast as their borsoe could carry 
them ; and captain Lewia oatoiiiHhed at tiiia move- 
ment was borne along- for nearly a mile before he 
learnt with great eatisfactioa that it was all 
caused by the spy's having come to announce that 
one of the white men had killed a deer. Relieved 
ttom his anxiety he now found the jolting very 
uncomfortable; for the Indian behind him being 
aft'aid of not getting' hie share of the f^aet bod 
lashed the horae at every step since they set off; 
be therefore reined him ia and ordered the Indian 
to stop beating him. The tallow ho^ no idea of 
losing time in disputing the point, and jumping 
off the horee ran for a mile at full speed. Captain 
Lewis slackened hia pace, and followed at a suf- 
ficient distance to observe them. When they 
reached the place where Drewyer had thrown out 
the intestines, they all dismounted in conAision 
and ran tumbling over each other like famished 
dogs: each tore away whatever part he could and 
instantly began to eat it; some hod the Utbt, 
«ome the kidneya, in short no part on which we 
are accustomed to look with disgust escaped 
them : one of them who had seized about nine feet 
of the entrails was chewing at one end, while 
with liis hand he was diiigently clearing his way 
by discharging the contents at the other. It was 
indeed impossible to see these wretches raven- 
ously feeding on the filth of animals, and the 
blood streamiug ftom. their mouths, without de- 
ploring how nearly the condition of savages ap- 
proaches that of the brute creation: yet though 
suffering with hunger they did not attempt, as 
they might have done, to take by force the whole 
deer, but contented themselves with what had 
been thrown away by the hunter. Captain Lewis 
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now bad tbe deer skinned, and after reeerring & . 
quarter of it gave the rest of the animal to the 
chief to be (lirided among the Indiana, who im- 
mediately devoured nearly the whole of it with- 
out cooking. They now went forward towards 
the creek where there was Bome brushwood to 
make a fire, and found Drewyer ivho had killed a 
Becond deer: the aame struggle for theentraila waa 
renewed here, and on giving nearly the whole deer 
to tbe Indians, they devoured it even to tbe sofL 
part of the hoofe. A fire being made captain 
Lewis had his breakfbet, daring which Drewyer 
brought in a third deer: this too, alter reserviDg 
one quarter, was given to the Indians, who now 
seemed completely satisfied and in good humour. 
At thie place they remained about two hours to 
let the horses graze, and then continued their 
journey, and towards evening reached the lower 
part of the cove, having on tbe way shot an ante- 
lope, the greater part of which was given to the 
Indians. As they were now approaching the 
place where they had be«D told by captain Lewia 
tbey would see the white men, tbe chief insisted oa 
halting: they therefore all dismounted, and Came~ 
ahwait with great ceremony and as if for orna- 
ment, put tippets or skins round the necks of our 
party, similar to those worn by themselves. Aa 
this was obviously intended to disguise the white 
men, captain Lewis in order to inspire them with 
more confidence put his cocked hat and feather on 
the head of the chief, and aa his own over-shirt 
was in the Indian form, nad Iiis skin browned by 
the sun, he could not have been distinguished 
fi-om an Indian: the men fallowed his exBinple, 
nod the change seemed to be very agreeable to the 
Indians. 
In order to guard however against any dieap- 
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pointment captain Le'wiB again explained the 
possibility of our not having reached the forks in. 
conseqaente of the dilfieultj ofthe navigation, so 
that if they should not And ua at tiiat spot they 
might be assured of our not l)eing fkr below. 
They again all mounted their horses and rode on 
rapidly, making one of the Indiana carry their 
flag, BO that 'we might recognise them as they 
approached us; but to the mortification and dis- 
appointment of both parties on coming witliin 
two miles ofthe forks, no canoes were to be seen. 
TJaeasy lest at this moment be should be aban- 
doned, and all his hopes of obtaining aid ftooi the 
Indians be destroyed, captain Lewis gave the cMef 
his gun, telling him that if the enemies of hiB 
nation were in the bushes he might defend himself 
with it; that for his own part he was not afraid 
to die, and that the chiefmight shoot him as soon 
as they discovered themselves betrayed. The 
other three men at the same time gave their guua 
to the Indians, who now seemed more easy, but 
etill wavered in their resolutions. As they went 
on towards the point, captain Lewis perceiving 
how critical his situation had become, resolved to 
attempt a stratagem which his present difficulty 
seemed completely to justify. Recollecting the 
notes he had left at tlie point for us, he sent 
Drewyer for them with an Indian who witnessed 
his taking them from the pole. When they were 
brought, captain Lewis told Caraeahwait that on 
leaving his brother chief at the place where the 
river issues from the mountains, it was agreed 
that the boats should not be brought higher than 
the nest forks we should meet; but that if the 
rapid water prevented the boats from coming on 
as t^st as they expected, tiis brotherchief was to 
■end a note to the first forks above him to let 
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Iiini koow where the boats were; tbat this not« 
had been left thia morning at the forks, and men- 
tioned that the canoee were just below the moun- 
tains, ftnd coming slowly a p in consequence of the 
current. Captain Lewia added, that he would 
etaj at the forks for his brother chief, bnt would 
send a man down the river, and that ifCameah- 
wait donbted what he naid, one of their young 
men would go with him wbilat he and the other 
two remained at the forks. This etorj eatiefied 
the chief and the greater part of the Indians, hut 
a few did not conceal their suspicions, observing 
that we told diSerent stories, and complaining 
that the chief exposed them to danger by a mis- 
taken confidence. Captain Lewis now wrote by 
the light of some willow brash a not« to captain 
Clark, which he gave to Drewyer, with an order 
to use all possible expedition in ascending the 
river, and engaged an Indian to accompany him 
fay a promise of a knife and eome beads. At bed- 
time the chief and five others slept round the fire' 
of captain Lewis, and the rest hid themselves in 
different parts of the willow brush to avoid the 
enemy, who they ftared would attack them in the 
night. Captain Lewis endeevonred to assume a 
cheerftilnesB be did not feel to prevent the despond- 
ency of the savages: aft«r conversing gayly with 
them he retired to hia mosquito bier, by the side 
of which the chief now placed himself: he lay 
down, yet slept but little, being in fact scarcely 
less uneasy than his Indian companions. He waa 
apprebenaive that finding the ascent of the river 
impracticable, captain Clark might have stopped 
below the Rattlesnake bins', and the messenger 
would not meet him. The consequence of disap- 
pointing the Indians at this moment would most 
probably be, that they would retire and secrete 
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themBelves in the monntainB, eo a« to prevent oor 
haTing an opportunity ol' recovering their confi- 
dence: they would ttlio spread a jianic through 
ail the neighhouring Indians, and cut ua off from 
the supply of horaea bo useful and aJmoet so eaaen- 
tial to our BucceKB- : he -was at the same time 
conaoled by remembering that hia hopes of oseist- 
ance rested on better foundations than their gen- 
erosity—their avarice, and their curioaity. H» 
had promiaed liberal exchanges for their horBea; 
but what wae still more seductive, he had told 
them that one of their countrywomen who had 
been taken with the Minnetareee accompanied the 
party below; and one of the men had spread the 
report of our having with us a man perfectly 
black, whose hair "wa^ short and curled. Thia 
laat account badcxcitedagreat degree of curiosity, 
and they seemed more desirous of seeing this 
monster than of obtaining the most favourable 
barter for their horaes. 

In the meantime we had set out alter breakfost, 
and although we proceeded with more ea«e than. 
we did yesterday, the river was still so rapid and 
shallow as to oblige us to drag the large canoea 
during the greater part of the day. For the first 
seven miles the river formed a bend to the right so 
as to make our advance only three miles in a 
straight line; the stream ia crooked, narrow, 
small, and ahallow, with highlanda occasionally 
on the banks, and strewed with iHlands, four of 
'which are opposite to each other. Near this place 
■we left the valley, to which we gave the name of 
Berviceberry valley, from the abundance of that 
fruit now ripe which is found in it. In the course 
of the four following miles we pasaed several more 
islands and bayoaa on each side of the river, and 
reached a high cliff on the right. Two and a half 
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miles beyond this the cli&b approach on both sides 
and form a very considerable rapid near the en- 
trance of a bold running stream on the left. The 
water waa now excessively cold, and the rapida 
had been frequent and tronbleaome. On ascending 
an eminence captain Clark saw the forks of the 
river and sent tlie huntera up. They must have 
left it only a aliort time before captain Lewis's 
arrival, bnt fortunately hod not seen the note 
which enabled him to indace the Indiana to stay 
w^ith him. From the top of this eminence he could 
digcover only three trees through the whole coun- 
try, nor wa« there along the Hides of. the cUfia 
they had passed in the course of the day, any 
timber except a fkw small pines: the low grounds 
were supplied with willow, currant bushes, and 
eeryice berries. After advancing half a mile further 
we came to the lower point of an island near the 
middle of the river, and about the centre of the 
Tolley: here we halt«d for the night, only four 
miles by land, though ten by water, below the 
point where captain Lewis lay. Although we had 
made only fourteen miles, the labours of the men 
had fatigued and exhausted them very much: we 
therefore collected some small willow brush for a 
fire, and lay down to sleep. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

I, /DectiiiK iQlervlen beCweeo Uie wUe ol Cbabaneau and tbechlet 
ol Uie BhofibODCea — CoudcD beld wlLb Lbat oatkoo, and ta.yoai- 
sble Kxull— Tlie extreme ovlgBble polDi of ibo Sflssanrt 
mcDUoDed— General cbafacler of the river aod of the coiiDUy 
thruueh wbich It passes -<:&pUUn Clark In explurlnatbe soiuve 
of tbe Columbia rtilla in fi^mpaQy wllTi luioLher party of 3b^ 
tfumMi— Tbe googrspbl<:ul InformalloD ot^ufrud from one of 
OiM pKtj— ThPlr roannBr of (-uuhlng flab— ThP party Kada 
Lewis river— Tbe dlffli^uICftH wtilcb (xptoln Clarh bad to eo- 
couQl^r Id bis roule— Friendship aod boapllallcj of ibe Sboaho- 
necB — Tbe parly wltb captain Lewis employed In inaklag sad- 
dl«8. and preparing for Uie Journey. 

Satnrday, Angast 17. — Captain Lewie rose very 
early, and deepati^hed Drewyer and the Indian 
down the river in quest of tbe boat*. Shielda waa 
Bent out at the same time to hunt, while M'Neal 
prepared a breakfast out of tbe retiiainder of the 
meat. Drewjer had been gone about two boors, 
and the Indiane were all anxiously waiting for 
Bome newB, when an Indian who had straggled 
-ft short distance down tbe river, returned with a 
report that he bad seen the white men, who were 
only a short distance below, and were coming on. 
The Indians were all traneported with joy, and 
the chief in the warmth of his satisfection renewed 
his embrace to captain Lewis, who was iiuite as 
much delighted as the Indians themselvee; there- 
port proved most agre«ably true. On. setting out 
at seven o'clock, captain Clark with Chaboneau 
and his wiife walked on shore, but they had not 
gone more than a mile before captain Clark saw 
Sacajawea, who was with her husband one hun- 
dred yards ahead, be!irin to dance and sboir 
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every mark of the most estravagant. joy, turning 
roand him and pointing to sfveral IndiaDii, whom. 
be now B&w advancing on horeeback, eucking her 
flngerB at the Hanie time to indicate that they were 
of her native tribe. As they advanced captain 
Clark dificoxered among them nrewyer dreeaed 
like an Indian, from whom h* learned the situation 
of the party. While the boats were performingthe 
circnit, he went towarda the forks with the In- 
dians, who as they went along, sang aloud with 
the greatest appearauce of delight. We soon 
drew near to the camp, and juHt aewe approached 
it a woman made her way through the crowd 
towards Sacajawea, and recognising each other, 
they embraced with the most tender affection. 
The meeting of tbese two young women had in it 
■omething peculiarly touching, not only in the 
ardent manner in which their feelings were ex- 
pressed, but from the real interest of tbeir eitna- 
tion. They had been companions in childhood, in 
the war with the Minnetarees they bad both been 
taken prisoners in the same battle, they had 
shared and softened the rigours of their captivity, 
till one of them had escaped Irom the Minnetarees, 
with scarce a hojie of ever seeing her ftnend re- 
Heved Itom the hands of her enemies. While Saca- 
jawea was renewing among the women the friend- 
ships of former days, captain Clark went on, and 
■was received by captain Lewis and the chief, who 
aAer the first embraces and salutations were over, 
conducted him to a sort of circular tent or shade 
of willows. Here he was seated on a white robe; 
and the chief immediately tied in hia hair sii small 
sbelLa resembling [learls, an ornament highly 
Tolned by these people, who procured tlipm in the 
conrse of trade from the eeacoast. The moccasins 
of the whole party were then taken otl^ and alter 
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mnch ceremony the emokiDg began. Aiter this the 
conlference was to be opened, and glad of an op- 
portunity of being able to converse more intelligi- 
bly, Sacajawea was sent for ; she came into the 
t«nt, eat down, and wa« beginning to int«rpret, 
when in the person of Cameahwait she recognised 
her brother; she InHtantly jumped up, and ran and 
embraced him, throwing over him her blanket and 
weeping proflisely: the chief woa himself moved, 
thoHgh not in the same degree. After some con- 
versation between them she resumed her seat, and 
attempted to interpret for ue, but her new situa- 
tion seemed to overpower her, and she was fre- 
quently interrupted by her tears. After the council 
was flnished, the unfortunate woman learnt that 
all her family were dead except two brothers, one 
of whom was absent, and a son of her eldest sis- 
ter, a amail boy, who was immediately adopted 
by her. The canoes arriving soon after, we formed 
a camp in a meadow on the left side, a little be- 
low the forks; took out our baggage, and by 
means of our sails and willow poles formed a 
canopy for our Indian visitors. About four 
o'clock the chiela and warriors were collected, and 
after the customary ceremony of taking off the 
moccasins and smoking a pipe, we explained to 
them in a long harangue the purposes of our 
visit, making themselves one conspicuous object of 
the good wishes of uur government, on whose 
strength as well ae its friendly disposition we ex- 
I pataated. We told them of their dependence on the 
I will of our government for all fUture supplies of 
I whatever was necessary either for their comibrt or 
defence; that as we were sent to discover the best 
route by which merchandise could be conveyed to 
them, and no trade would be begun before onr 
return, ft was mutuaJly advantageous that we 
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should proceed with ae little detaj as possible; 
that we were under the neceseitj of requeeting 
them to fumiBh ua with horeeH to transport our 
ba^age acrose the muuDtains, and a guide to 
ahow UB the route, but that they ehould be amply 
remunerated for their horses, oe well as for every 
other service they ehould render us. Id the mean- 
iitae oiir first wish was, that they should immedi- 
ately collect ae many horeea as were DeceBsary to 
tranaport our baggage to their village, where, at 
our leisure we would trade 'with them for ae many 
horses aa they couJd spare. 

The speech made a Ikvourable impression : the 
«hief in reply thanked ua for our eipreHsions of 
friendship towards himself and bis nation, and 
declared their willingness to render ua every ser- 
vice. He lamented that it would be so long before 
they ehoald be supplied vdth flrearms, but that 
till then they could Hubaist aa they had heretofore 
done. He concluded bj saying that there were 
not horses here sufficient to transport our goods, 
but that he would return to the village to-mor- 
row, and bring all his own horses, and encourage 
his people to come over witli theirs. The confer- 
ence being ended to our satisfiuition, we now 
enqnired of Cameahwait what chiefs were among 
the party, and he pointed out two of them. We 
then distributed our preseste: to Cameahwait we 
gave a medal of the small aiie, with the likeDefls 
of President Jefferson, and on the reverse a figure 
of hands clasped with a pipe and tomahawk; to 
this was added an uniform coat, a shirt, a pair of 
scarlet leggings, a carrot of tobacco, and some 
small articles. Each of the other chiefs received a 
Bmall medal struck during the presidency of gen- 
eral Washington, a shirt, handkerchief, leggings, a 
knifb, and some tobacco. Medals of the same sort 
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■were also presented to two young TvarriorB, who 
thougli not chiefs were promiaing youthB and very 
much respected in the tribe. These honorary gifta 
were followed by presenta of paint, moccasine, 
awls, knives, beads and luoking-glassee. We also 
gave them all a plejttiAil meal of Indian corn, of 
which the hull is taken off by being boiled in lya; 
and as this was the first they had ever tasted, 
they were very much pleased with it. They had 
indeed abundant HourceH of surprise in all they 
saw: the appearanceof the men, their arms, their 
clothing, the canoes, the strange looks of the 
uegTo, and the sagacity of our dog, all in turn 
shared their admiration, which was raised to 
OBtonishment by a shot Q'om the airgun: this 
operation was Inetocitly considered as a great 
medicine, by which they as well as the other 
Indians mean something emanating directly ftom 
the Great Spirit, or produced by his invisible and 
incompreheusible agency. The display of all these 
riches had beea intermixed with inquiries into the 
geographical aituation of their country; for we 
had learnt by experience, that to keep the savages 
in good temper their attention should not be 
wearied with too much busineaa; but that the 
seriouB affairs should be enlivened by a mixture of 
what is new and entertaining. Our hunters 
brought in very seasonably four deer and an ante- 
lope, the last of which we gave to the Indians, 
who in a very short time devoured it. After the 
council was over, we consulted as to our future 
operations. The game does not promise to last 
here for a number of days, and this circumstance 
combined with many others to induce our going 
on BM soon as possible. Our Indian information 
as to the state of the Columbia is of a very 
alarming kind, and our hrst object is of course U> 
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aecertaJD the practicability of descending it, of 
ichicb tlie Indians discaurage our eipectatiooe. 
It wae therefore agreed that captain Clark shonld 
«et off in the morning with eleven men, furnished, 
beeidee their arms, with tools for making canoes; 
[that be should take Chaboneau and his wif^ to 
the camp of the Shoshoneea, where be was to 
leave them, in order to hasten the toUection of 
.horses; that he was then to lead iuH men down to 
'the Columbia, and tf he found it navigable, and 
the timber in sufficient quantity, begin to build 
canoes. As soon as he had decided as to the pro- 
priety of proceeding down the Columbia or across 
the mountains, he wae to send back one oi' the 
men with information of it to captain Lewis, wto 
by that time would have brought up the whole 
party, and the rest of the baggage as far as the 
Shoahonee village. 

Preparations were accordingly made this even- 
ing for such an arrongeaient. The eun is ezces- 
flively hot in the day time, but the nights very 
cold, and rendered still more unpleasant from the 
want of any fuel escept willow brush. The ap- 
pearances too of game, for many days' BubsiBtr 
eaice, are not very favourable. 

Sunday IS. — In order to relieve the men of cap- 
tain Clark's party from the heavy weight of their 
arms, provisions and tools, we exposed a few arti- 
ciea to barter for horses, and soon obtained three 
very good ones, in exchange for which we gave a 
uniform coat, a pair of leggings, a ffew handker- 
chiefs, three knifes and soiue other small articles, 
the whole of which did not in the United States 
cost more than twenty dollars ; a fourth was pur- 
chased by the men for an old chequered shirt, a 
I>air of old leggings and a knift. The Indiana 
seemed to be quite as well pleased as ourselves at 
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the bargains tbe^ had made. We now found that 
the two inferior chiefe were somewhat diepleaaed 
at not having received a preBent equal to that 
^ven to the great chief, who api)eared in a dreas 
BO much finer tliau their own. To allay their 
discontent, we beatowed on them two old coats, 
and promised them that if they were active in 
aaeieting ua aeroes the mountains thej should 
have an additional present. This treatment com- 
pletely reconciled them, and the whole Indian 
party, eicept two men and two women, set out 
in perfect good humour to return home with cap- 
tain Clark. After going fifteen miles through a 
wide level valley with no wood hut willows and 
shrubs, he encamped in the Shoshonee core near a 
narrow paas where the highlands approach within 
two hundred yards of each other, and the river is 
only ten yards wide. The Indians went on fur- 
ther, eicept the three cbielb and two young men, 
who aesisted in eating two deer brought in by the 
hunters. After their departure every thing was 
prepared for the transportation of the baggage, 
which was now exposed to the air and dried. 
Our game was one deer and a beaver, and we saw 
an abundance of trout in the river for which we 
fixed a net in the evening. 

We have now reached the extreme navigable 
point of the Missouri, which our ohservation 
places in latitude 43° 30' 48' north. It is difficult 
to comprise in any geaeral description the char- 
acteriattce of a river so extensive, and fed by bo 
many streams which have their sources in a great 
variety of soils and climates. But the Missouri is 
still sufficiently powerful to give to all ite waters 
something of a common character, which is of 
course decided by the nature of the country 
through which it paBsea. The bed of the rirer is 
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chiefly compoaed of a, bine mnd fi-om which the 
■water itaelf derives a deep tinge. From it« June* 
tion here to the place near which it leaves the 
motmttLiiiB, its course is embarrassed bj rapidi 
and rocks which the hills on each side have 
thrown into its channel. From that place, its 
current, with the exception of the falle, is not diffi- 
cult of navigation, nor is th-ere much variation in 
its appearance till the moatb of the Platte. That 
powerfn! river throwBOutTaat quantities of coarse 
sand which contribute to give a new Dice to the 
Missouri, which is now much more impeded by 
islands. The sand, as it is drifted down, adheres 
in time to some of the projecting points frtim the 
shore, and forms a barrier to the mud, which at 
length fills to the same height with the sandbar 
itself: aa soon ae it has acquired a consistenc.v, the 
willow grows there the first year, and by its roote 
assists the solidity of the whole: as the mud and 
sand accumulate the cottonwood tree next ap- 
pears ; till the gradual excretion of soils raises the 
Boriiace of the point above the highi:st ii^shetB, 
Thus stopped in its course the water seeks a pas- 
sage elsewhere, and aa the soil on each side ia 
light and yielding, what was only a peninsula, 
becomes gradually an island, and the river indem- 
nifies itself for the nsurpatiou by encroaching on 
the adjacent shore. In this way the Missouri like 
the Missisaippi is constantly cutting off the pro- 
jections of the shore, and leaving its ancient chan- 
nel, which is then marked by the mud it haa 
deposited and a f^w stagnant ponds. 

The general appearance of the country as It 
presents itself on ascending may be thus described: 
From its mouth to the two Charletons, a ridge of 
highlands borders the river at a small distance, 
leaving between them fine rich meadows. From 
79 



LEWIS AND CLAEK'S EXPEDITION 



tie mouth of the two Charletona the hilla recede 
from the rirer, giviag grefttcr extent to the low 
groundB, but they agiiiii approach the river for & 
Bhort distance near G-rasd river, and again at 
Snake creek. From tiiat poiut they retire, nor do 
they come again to the neighbourhood of the river 
', till above the Sauk iirairie, where they are com- 
paratively low and email. Thence thej diverge 
and reappear at the Cliaraton Rearty, after which 
they are scarcely if at ail dificernible, till they ad- 
Tance to the Miesouri nearly opposite to the Kan- 
cae. 

The same ridge of hills estende on the south 
side, in almost one unbroken chain, from the 
mouth of the JlisHOuri to the Eanza«, though de- 
ureasing in height beyond the Oeage. As they are 
nearer the river than the hills on the opposite 
eides, tlie intermediate low grounds are of course 
narrower, but the general character of the Boil is 
common to both aides. 

In the meadows and along the shore, the tree 
most common is the Cottonwood, which with the 
■willow forms almost the exclusive growth of the 
Miflsouri. The hills or rather high grounds, for 
they do not rise higher than from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred (bet, are composed of a 
good rich black soil, wliich is perfectly BuBceptible 
of cultivation, thougli it becomes richer on the 
hills beyond the Platte, and are in general thinly 
covered with timber. Eeyond these hills the coun- 
try eatends into high open plains, which are on 
both sides saCiciently ftrtilc, hut the south has the 
advantage of bett<?r streams of water, and may 
therefore be considered as preferable for settle- 
ments. The lands, however, become much better 
and the timber more abundant between the Ceage 
and the Kanzas. From the Kanzas to the N&- 
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dawa the hilla continue at nearly an equal dis< 
tance, varying frcnn four to eiglit miles from eaeh 
other, eseept that from the little Platte to nearly 
Opposite the ancient Kanza« vilU'.g«, the hille are 
more remote, and the meadcii\'s of course wider oa 
the north eiiie of the river. From the Nadawa the 
northern hills disappear, exctpt at occasional in- 
tervals, where they are seen at a distance, till they 
return about twenty-Beven miles above the Platte 
near the ancient village of the jiyowaye. On the 
Bouth the hilis continue close to the river from the 
ancient village of the Kanaaj^ up to Council bluff, 
fifty miles beyond the Platte; forming high prairie 
lands. On both sides the lands are good, and per- 
haps this distance i>am th? Osage to the I'latte 
may be recommended as among the beet districts 
on the Missouri for the purposes of settlers. 

From the Ayoway village the northern hilla 
again retire from the river, to which they do not 
retnm till three hundred and twenty miles above, 
at Floyd's river. The hills on the south also leave 
the river at Council bluff's, and reappear at the 
Uahar village, two hundred miles up the MissourL 
The country thus abandoned by the hills ie more 
open and the timber in smaller quantities than 
below the Platte, so that although the plain ia 
rich and covered with high grasa, the wont of 
wood renders it lesx calculated for cultivation 
than below that river. 

The northern liills after remaining near the Mia- 
Bouri for a few miles at Floyd's river, recede ftom 
It at the Sioui river, the course of which they 
follow ; and though they again visit the Missouri 
at Whitestone river, where they are low, yet they 
do not return to it till beyond James river. The 
highlands on the south, after continuing near the 
river at the Mahar villages, again disappear, and 
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do not approach it till the Cobalt blufie, about 
forty-four miles from the villages, and then from 
those bluffs to the Yellowatone river, a diataoee of 
about one thouaaad milee, thej follo'w the banks 
of the river with scarcely any deviation. 

From the James river, the lower grounds are 
confined within a narrow apace by the hills on 
both sides, which now continue near each other 
up to the mountains. The space between tbem 
however varies tVom one to three miles as high a« 
the Huseleshell river, from which the hills ap- 
proach BO high as to leave scarcely any low 
Krounds on the river, and near the falls reach the 
water's edge, iteyoad the falls the bills are scat- 
tered and low to the first range of mountains. 

The soil during the whole length of the Missouri 
below the Platte is generally Bi>eaking very fine, 
and although the tiniber is scarce, there is still 
sufficient for the purposes of settlers. But beyond 
that river, although the soil is still rich, yet the 
almost total absence of timber, and particularly 
the want of good water, of which there is but a 
email quantity in the creeks, and even that brack- 
ish, oppose powerful obstacles to its aettlement. 
The difficulty becomes still greater between the 
MascleBhell river and the falls, where besides the 
greater scarcity of timber, the country itself is leaa 
fertile. 

The elevation of these highlands varies aa they 
pass through this extensive tract of country. 
From Wood river they are about one hundred and 
fifty feet above the water, and continue at that 
height till they rise near the Osage, from wliich 
place to the ancient fortification they again dimin- 
ish iu size. Thence they continue higher till the 
Mandan village, after which tliey are rather lower 
till the neighbourhood of Muscleahell river, where 
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fthey are met by the Xorthem hilla, which hftve 

I adraDced at a more uuiforni height, varjing from 

one hundred and fifty to two hundred or three 

j hundred (feet. From this place to the mountains 

I the height of hoth ie nearlj- the same, fVom three 

bondred to five hnndred f^t, and the low grounds 

ao narrow that the traTeller seems passing 

through a range of high country. From Maria's 

riyer to the falls, the hills descend to the height of 

about two or three hundred ffeet. 

MondRj 19.— The morning was cold, and the 
grass perfectly whitened hj the frost. We were 
engaged in preparing packs and saddles to load 
the horses &a soon as they should arrive. A 
beaver wa^ caught in a trap, but we were dieap- 
pointed in trying to catch trout in our net; we 
therefore made a seine of willow brush, and by 
hauling it procured a number of fine trout, and a 
species of mullet which we had not seen before; it 
is abont sixteen inches long, the scales small; 
. the nose long, obtusely pointed, and exceeding the 
i under jaw; the mouth opens with folds at the 
I tides ; it has no teeth, and the tongue and palate 
ifl smooth. The colour of its back and sides is a 
bluish brown while the bell; is white: it has the 
fhggot bones, whence we concluded it to be of the 
mullet Bpeciee, It is by no means so well fla- 
voured a fish as the trout, which are the same as 
those we first saw at the falls, larger than the 
I speckled trout of the mountains in the Atlantic 
litates, and equally well flavoured. In the evening 
the hunters returned with two deer. 

Captain Clark, in the meantime, proceeded 
through a wide level valley, in which the chief 
pointed out a spot where many of his tribe were 
killed in battle a year ago. The Indians accom- 
panied him during the day, and as they had notb- 
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ing to eat, be was obliged to feed them Btom hie 

own etoree, the hunterti Dot being able to kill 

' any thing. Just ae he was entering the mouo- 

Cain£, he met on Indian with two mnled and a 

Bpaniab saddle, who was so polite as to offer one 

of them to him to ride over the hills. Being on 

^ibot, captain Clark accepted hj« offer and gave 

I him a waistcoat as a reward for his civility. He 

encamped for the night on a amaU stream, and the 

next morning, 

TaesJay, Augnst 20, he set out at six o'clock. 
Id pacing through a coDtinuation of the hilly 
broken country, he met seTeral parties of Indians, 
On coming near the camp, which had been re- 
mOTed since we left them two miles higher up the 
I. river, Cameahwait requested that the party 
I •hould halt. This was complied with: a number 
I of Indians came out from the camp, and with 
[great ceremony several pipes were smoked. This 
being over captain Clark was coDducted to a 
I large leathern lodge prepared for his party in the 
middle of the encampment, the Indians having 
only shelters of willow bushes. A few dried ber- 
ries, aDd one salmon, the only food the whole vil- 
; lage could cootribute, were then presented to him ; 
I after which he proceeded to repeat in council, 
I ivhat had been already told them, the purposes of 
bis visit; urged them to take their horses over 
and assist in transporting our baggage, and ei- 
' pressed a wish to obtain a guide to examine the 
liver. This was explained and enforced to the 
'whole village bj Cameahwait, and an old man 
■was pointed out who was said to know more of 
their geography to the north than any other per- 
Bon, and whom captain Clark engaged to accom- 
pany him. Alter explaining hia views lio dlatrib- 
nted a few presents, the couhcil was ended, and 
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nearly half the village set out to hunt the antft- 
lope, but returned without HUCcesB, 

Captain Clark ia the meantime made particular 
inquiries aa to the situation of the tountry, and 
the posaibility of soon reochiug a navigable water. 
The chief began by drawing on the ground r 
delineation of the rirera, from which it appeared 
that his information was very limited. The river 
on whiuli the camp is he divldyd into two 
branches just above us, which, as be indicated by 
the opening of the mounta-ins, were in view: he 
nest made it discharge itself into a larger river 
ten miles below, coming from the southwest: the 
joint stream continued one day's march to the 
northwest, and then inclined to the westward for 
two days' march farther. At that place he placed 
several heaps of sand on each side, which, aa he 
explained them, represented vast mountains of 
rock always covered with snow, in passing 
through which the river was so completely 
hemmed in by the high rocks, that there was no 
possibility of travel Ung along the shore; that the 
bed of the river was obstructed by sharp-pointed 
rocks, and such ita rapidity, that as fkr as the eye 
could resell it presented a perfect column of foam. 
The mountains he said were equally inaccessible, 
as ni'ither man nor horse could cross them; that 
Huch being the state of the country neither he nor 
any of his nation had ever attempted to go be- 
yond the mountains. Cameabwait said also that 
he had been informed by the Chopunnish, or 
pierced-nose Indians, who reside on this river west 
of the mountains, that it ran a great way to- 
wards the setting sun, and at length lost itself in 
a great lake of water which was ill-tasted, and 
where the white men lived. Ad Indian belonging 
to a band of Shoshonees who live to the eoath- 
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■west, and who happened to be at camp, was then 
brought in, and enquiriea made of him aa to the 
eituation of the country in that direction : this he 
described in terms scarcely leea terrible than those 
In wMch Cameahwftit had represented the west. 
Be said that hia relatiana lived at the distance of 
twenty days' march from this place, on a course a 
little to the west of south and not fer from the 
whites, with whom they traded for horses, mules, 
cloth, metal, beads, and the shells here worn as 
ornaments, and which are those of a species of 
pearl oyster. In order to reach his country we 
should be obliged during the first seven days to 
climb over steep rocky mountains where there was 
no game, and we should find nothing hut roots 
for subsistence. Even for these however we should 
be obliged to contend with a fierce warlike people, 
whom he called the Broken- moccasin, or moccasin 
'With holes, who lived like bears in holes, and &d 
on roots and the fiesh of such horses as they 
could steal or plunder from those who passed 
through the mountains. So rough indeed waa the 
passage, that the feeli of the horses would be 
wounded in such a manner that many of them 
would be unable to proceed. The nest part of the 
route was for ten days through a dry parched 
desert of sand, inhabited by no animal which 
would supply uB with subsistence, and as the sun 
had now scorched up the grass and dried up the 
small pools of water which are sometimes scat- 
tered through this desert in the spring, both our- 
selves and our horses would perish for want of 
food and water. About the middle of this plain 
a, large river passes ftoni southeast to northwest, 
which, though navigable, afforded neither timber 
nor salmon. Three or four days' march beyond 
this plain his relations lived, in a country tolera- 
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bij fertile and partitilly coTered with timber, on 
another large river runnin); in the same direction 
oa the former; that thie last discharges itself into 
a third large river, on which resided many numer- 
oua nations, with whom his own were at war, 
but whether thia lo^ emptied itself into the great 
or stinking lake, as they called the ocean, he did 
not know ; that Itom hia country to the atinking 
lake was a great distance, and that the route to 
it, taken by auc.h of his relations as had visit«d it, 
was np the river ou which they lived, and over to 
that on which the white people lived, and which 
they knew discharged itself into the ocean. Thia 
route he advised na to take, but added, that we 
had better defer the journey till spring, when he 
would himself conduct us. Thia account per- 
Buaded us that the atreama of which he spoke 
were BOnthern branches of the Columbia, heading 
with the Rio dea ApostoloB, and Bio Colorado, 
and that the route which he mentioned waa to the 
gulf of California: captain Clark therefore told 
him that thia road was too much towards the 
Bouth for our purpose, and then requested to 
know if there was no route on the left of the 
river where we now are, by which we might inter- 
cept it below the mountains ; but he knew of none 
except that through the barren plains, which he 
said joined the mountains on that side, and 
through which it waa impossible to pass at this 
season, even if we were fortunate enough to escape 
the Broken- moccaain Indiana. Captain Clark rec- 
ompensed the Indian by a present of a knife, with 
which he seemed much gratified, and now inquired 
of Cameahwait by what route the Pierced-uose 
Indians, who he aaid lived vrcat of the mountains, 
crossed over to the Missouri: this be said was 
towards the north, but that the road was a very 
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bad one; that during the paeeage he had been 
told they suffered esceaeively from hunger, being 
obliged to eubsiHt for many days on berries atone, 
there being no game in that part of the moun- 
taiuB, which were broken and rocky, and ao 
thickly covered with timber that they could 
scarcely pass. Surrounded by difficulties aa all the 
cither routes are, tiua eeemn to be the most prac- 
ticable of all the paseages by land, since, if the 
Indians can pa«a the mountains with their women 
and cbildren, no difflctiltiee which they could en- 
counter could be formidable to uh; and if the In- 
dians below the mountainB are ao numerouM aa 
they are repreBented to be, they must have some 
means of subsistence equally within onr power. 
They tell us indeed that the nationa to the west- 
ward aubeist principally on Gsb and roots, and 
that their only game were a few elk, deer, and 
antelope, there being no bufftilo west of the moun- 
tain. The first inquiry however was to ascertain 
the truth of their information relative to the diffi- 
culty of descending the river; for this purpose 
captain Clark set out at three o'clock in the after- 
noon, accompajiied by the guide and a!l hia men, 
except one whom he left with orders to purchase 
a horse and join him as soon as possible. At the 
distance of four miles he crossed the river, and 
eight miles from the camp halted for the night at 
a small stream. The road which he followed was 
a beaten path through a wide rich meadow, in 
which were several old lodges. On the route he 
met a nnmber of men, women, and children, as 
well as horses, and one of the men who appeared 
to possess some consideration turned back with 
him, and observing a woman with three salmon 
obtained them from her, and presented tliem to 
the party. Captain Clark shot a mountain cock 
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or Cock of the plainB, a dark bro«-n bird larger 
than tbe (Iiiughill Towl, with a laiig and pointed 
tali, and a Ueehy protuberance abont the base or 
the upper chop, aomething like that of the turkey 
though without the enoui:. Tn the morning, 

Wetliii^Fflaj 21, he resnmed liia march early, and 
at the distance of five milee reached an Indian 
lodge or brueli. inhabited by (>even fiiroiliee of 
eboshonees. They behaved with great civility, 
gave the whole party as much boiled salmon ae 
they could eat, and added as a present several 
dried salmon and a eonHiderable (luautity of 
chokecherriee. After smoking with them all he 
visited the fish weir, which was about two hun- 
dred yards distant; the river was here divided by 
three small islands, which occasioned the water 
to pass along four channels. Of these three were 
narrow, and stopped by meane of trees which 
were stretched across, and supported by willow 
stakes, sufficiently near each other to prevent the 
passage of the fish. About the centre of each was 
placed a basket formed oF willows, eighteen or 
twenty ftet in length, of a cylindrical form, and 
terminating in a conic shape at its lower extrem- 
ity; this was situated with its mouth upwards, 
opposite to an aperture ia the weir. The main 
channel of the water was then conducted to this 
weir, and oe the flah entered it they were so en- 
tangled with each other that they could not move, 
and were taken out by untying the small end of 
the willow basket. The weir in the main channel 
was formed in a manner somewhat difierent; 
there were in (kct two distinct weirs formed of 
poles and willow sticks quite across the river, 
approaching ench other obliquely with an aper- 
ture in each side near the nnjie. This is made by 
tying a number of poles together at the top, in 
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parcels of three, which were then set np in a tri- 
angular form at the base, two of the polea being 
. in the range deiired for the weir, and the third 
down the stream. To these poles two ranges of 
' other polea are next laaied horizontally, with wil- 
I low bark and wythes, and willow sticks joined in 
with these crosswise, so as to form a kind of 
wicker-work Ptom the liottom of the rirer to the 
height of three or four ifeet above the surikce of 
the water. This is ao thick aa to prevent the fish 
from passing, and even in some porta with the 
I help of a Uttle gravel and some stone enablea 
1 tiiem to give any direction which they wish to the 
I water. These two weirs being placed near toeach 
other, one for the purpose of catching the fieb as 
they aacend, the other as they go down the river, 
is provided with two baskets made in the form 
already described, and which are placed at the 
' apertures of the weir. After examining these curi- 
■ oua objects, he retnrited to the lodges, and soon 
t passed the river to the left, where an Indian 
brought him a tomahawk which be said he had 
found in the grass, near the lodge where captain 
Lewis had stayed on hia first visit to the village. 
This was a tomahawk which had been missed at 
I the time, and supposed to be stolen; it was how- 
ever the only article which had been tost in our 
Intercourse with the nation, and as even that waa 
returned the inference is liighly honourable to the 
integrity of the Shoshonees. On leaving the lodges 
captain Clark crossed to the left side of the river, 
and despatched five men to the forks of it, in 
aearcb of the man left behind yeaterday, who pro- 
cured a horse and passed by another road aa they 
leamt, to the forks. At the distance of fourteen 
miles they Idlled a very large salmon, two and a 
half f^t long, in a creek six miJea below the forks: 
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and after travelling about tweatj miles throagli 
the TsUej, follon-ing the course of the river, whith 
runs neorij northweflt, halted in a email meadov 
OD the right Bide, under a cliff or rocks. Here they 
were joined by the five men who had gone in quest 
of Crusatte. Thej had been to the forks of the 
river, where the natives resort in great Dumbera 
for the purpose of gigging Qah, of which they 
made our men a present of Qve ttesh salmon. In 
addition to this food, one deer waa killed to-day. 
The westfirn branch of this river is much larg^ 
than the eastern, and after we posaed the )une- 
tjon we fbund the river about one hundred yards 
In width, rapid and eboaly, but containing only a 
small quantity of timber. A.8 captain Lewis was 
the first white man who visited its waters, cap- 
tain Clark gave it the name of Lewis's river. The 
low grounds through which he had passed to-day 
were rich and wide, but at his camp this evening 
the hills begin to assume a. formidable aspect. 
The cliff under which he lay is of a reddish brown 
«oloar, the rocks which have fallen from it are a 
dark brown flintstone. Near the place are guUeys 
of white sandstone, and quantities of a fine sand, 
of a snowy whiteness; the mountains on each side 
are high and rugged, with some pine trees scat- 
tered over them. 

Tbursdaj 22.— Ke soon began to perceive that 
the Indian accounts had not exaggerated : at the 
distance of a mile he passed a small creek, and the 
points of four mountains, which were roeky, and 
so high that it seemed almost impossible to cross 
them with horses. The road lay over the sharp 
fragments of rocks which had fallen from the 
mountains, and were strewed in heaps for miles 
together, yet the horses altogether unshod, trav- 
_«lled across them aa fast as the men, and without 
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detaimng tbem a moment. Thej passed two 
bold-running streama, and reached the entrance of 
a email river, where a. few Indian familiea resided. 
They had not been previouBly acijuainted with the 
arriyal of the whites, the guide waa behind, and 
the wood so thick that we came upon them un- 
observed, till at a very short distance. Assoon eib 
they saw us, the women and children fled in great 
couHternation ; the men offered ub every thing they 
had, the fish on the scaSbids, the dried berries and 
the collars of elk's tushes worn by the children. 
We took only a email quantity of the food, and 
gave them in return, some amaU articles which 
conduced very much to paciiy them. The guide 
now coming up, explained to them who we were, 
and the object of our visit, which seemed to re- 
lieve the fbars, hut still a number of the women 
and children did not recover from their fright, but 
cried during our stay, which lasted about an 
hour. The guide, whom we found a very intelli- 
gent (Hendly old man, informed us that up this 
river there was a road which led over the moun- 
taina to the Miaaouri. On reauming hia route, he 
went along the steep side of a mountain about 
three miles, and then reached the river near a 
ematl island, at the lower part of which he en- 
camped; he here attempted to gig aome hah, but 
could only obtain one small salmon. The river ia 
here shoal and rapid, with many rocks scattered 
in various directione through its bed. On the 
sides of the mountains are aome scattered pinea, 
and of those on the left the topa are covered with 
them; there are however but (few in the low 
grounds through which thej passed, indeed they 
have seen only a single tree fit to make a eanoe, 
and even that was small. The country baa an 
abundant growth of berries, and we met several 
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'women and children gathering them who be- 
stowed them upon na with great liberality. 
AmoQ|; the woods captain Clark observed a gpe- 
ctes of woodpecker, the be«k and taii of which 
were white, the wings black, and every other part 
ortliiebodj ofa dark brown; its siie was that of 
the robin, and it fed on the seods of the pine. 

Fridaj 23. — Captain Clark eet off very early, 
bnt as hia route lay alon^ the steep side of & 
mountain, over irregular and broken masses of 
rocks, which wounded the horses' feet, he was 
obliged to proceed slowly. At the distance of four 
miles he reached the river, but the rocks here be- 
came so steep, and projected so ftir into the river, 
that there was no mode of passing, except 
through the water. This ho did for some distance, 
though the river was very rapid, and bo deep that 
they were forced to swim their horses. After fol- 
lowing the edge of the water for about a mile 
under this steep clifi) he reached a small meadow, 
below which the whole current of the river beat 
against the right shore on which he was, and 
which waa formed of a solid rock perfectly inac- 
cessible to horses. Here too, the little track which 
he had been pursuing terminated. He therefore 
resolved to leave the horses and the greater part 
of the men at this place, and examine the river 
atill further, in order to determine if there were 
any possibility of descending; it incanoee. Having 
killed nothing except a single goose to-day, and 
the whole of our provision being consumed lost 
evening, it waa by no means advisable to remain 
any length of tira.e where they were. He now 
directed the men to Gsh and hunt at this place till 
his return, and then with his guide and three men 
he proceeded, clambering over immense rocks, and 
ftlong the eidea of lofty precipicea which bordered 
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the river, when at about twelve miles distaDce he 
reached a small meadow, the Bret he had eeen on 
the river since he left his partj. A little below 
this meadow, a large creek twelve yards wide, 
and of some depth, dischargee itself ttom the 
north. Here were some recent signs of an Indian 
encampment, and the tracks of a number of 
horses, who muHt hare come along a plain Indian 
path, which he now saw following the course of 
the cre«k. This atream bis guide said led towards 
a large river running to the north, and was fre- 
quented by another nation for the purpose of 
catching fish. He remained here two hours, and 
having taken some amall tlsh, made a dinner on 
them ivith the addition of a few berries. F>om 
the place where he had left the partj, to the 
month of thia creek, it presents one continued 
rapid, in which are five shoala, neither of which 
could be parsed with loaded canoes; and the bag- 
gage must therefore be transported for a consider' 
able distance over the steep mountains, where it 
would be impossible to employ horses for the relief 
of the men. Even the empty canoes must be let 
downthe rapids by means of cords, and not evenin 
that way without great risk both to the canoes as 
well as to the men. At one of these shoals, indeed 
the rocks rise so perpendicularly from the water 
as to leave uo hope of a passage or even a port- 
age without great labour in removing rocks, and 
in some instances cutting away tbe earth. To 
surmount these difficulties would exhaust the 
strength of the party, and what is equally dis- 
couraging would wa.Bte our time and consume 
our provisions, of neither of which have we much 
to spare. Tbe season is now f^r advanced, and 
tbe Indians tell us we shall shortly have snow: the 
salmon too have so far declined that the natives 
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tbemeelTee are haeteiiing fl-om the cotmtry, and 
sot an animal of anj kind ia.rger than a pheasant 
or a aquirrel, and of even theae a few only will 
then be seen in this part of the mountains: after 
which we eball be obliged to rely on our own 
Btock of proTisione, which will not support ue 
more than t«n daya. These circumstances com- 
bine to render a passage bj- water impracticable 
in our present situation. To descend the course of 
the river on horseback is this othtr alternative,. 
and scarcely a more JnvitJng one. The river is so 
deep that there are only a Cb^ places where it can 
be forded, and the rucks approach so near the 
water as to reuder it impossible to make a route 
along the water's edge, la crossing the moun- 
tains themaelves we should have to encounter,^ 
besides their steepness, one barren surface of 
broken masses of rock, doivn nhich in certain 
seaaons the torrents sweep vast quantities of 
atone into the river. These rocks are of a whitish 
brown, and towards the base of a gray colour,, 
and HO hard, that on striking them with steel,, 
they yield a fire like flint. This sombre appear, 
ance is in some places scarcely relieved by a single 
tree, though near the river and on the creeks 
there is more timber, among whieh are some tall 
pine: several of these might be made into canoes, 
and by lashing two of them together, one of 
tolerable size might be formed. 

After dinner he continued his route, and at the 
distance of half a mile passed another creek about 
five yards wide. Here his guide iniorwed him that 
by ascending the creek for some distance he would 
have a better road, and cut off a considerable 
bend of the river towards the south. He there- 
fbre pursued a well-beaten Indian track up this 
creek for about six miles, when leaving the creek 
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to the right he pasaed over a ridge, and alter 
walking a mile again met the river, where it flows 
through a meadow of about eighty aerea in ex- 
tent. Thie they parsed end then ascended a high 
and steep point ol' a. mountain, from which the 
guide now pointed out where the river broke 
through the mountaina about twenty miles dis- 
tant. Xear the base of the roouctnina a small 
river ftilla in IVoin the aouth : this view was t«rmi- 
nated bj one of the loftiest mountains captain 
Cliirk had ever seen, "which was perfectly covered 
with Hnoiv. Towards this formidable barrier the 
river went directly on, and there it was. aa the 
guide observed, that thedifflcultiea and dangers of 
which he ajid Cameahwait had spoken com- 
menced. After reaching the mountain, he said, 
the river continues ite course towards the north 
for many miles, between high perpendicular rocks, 
which were scattered through ite bed ; it then 
penetrated the mountain through a narrow gap, 
on each side of which arose perpendicularly a rock 
a.s high as the top of the mountain before them; 
that the river then made a bend which concealed 
its future course from view, and aa it was alike 
impossible to descend the river or clamber over 
that vast mountain, eternally covered with snow^, 
neither he nor any of hia nation had ever been 
lower than at a place where they could see the 
gap made by the river on entering the mountain. 
To that place he said he would conduct captain 
Clark if he desired it by the nest evening. But he 
was in need of no furtLer evidence to convince him 
of the utter impracticability of t!ie route before 
him. He had already witnessed thp diflicultice of 
part of the road, yet after all these dangers his 
guide, whose intelligence and fidelity he could not 
doubt, now assured him that the difficulties were 
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only commencing, and what he saw before bim 
too clearly convinced hira of the Indian's veracity. 
He therefore determined to abandon this route, 
and returned to the npper part of the last creek 
we hud passed, and reaching it an hour after dark 
encamped for tlie night ; on thia creek he had eeen 
in the morning an Indian road coming- in ftom the 
north. Disappointed in finding a route by water, 
captain Clark now questioned his guide more par- 
tJcnlarly as to the direction of thia road which he 
seemed to understand perfectly. He drew a map 
on thenand, and representjrf this road as well aa 
that we passed yesterday on Iterry creek as both 
leading towards two forke of the same great 
rJTer, where resided a nation called Tuehepaws, 
who having no ealmon on their river, came by 
these roads to the fiah weira on Lewis's river. He 
had himself been among tliese Tushepawe, and 
having once accompanied tbem on a fiahing party 
to another river he had there seen Indians who 
bad come across the rocky mountains. After a 
great deal of conversation, or rather signs, and a 
second and more particular map from hia guide, 
captain Clark t^lt persuaded that his gnide knew 
of a road iVoiu the liihoahoiiee village they had 
left, to the great river to the north, without com- 
ing ao low down as this on a route impracticable 
for horses. He was desirous of hastening bis re- 
turn, and therefore aet out early, 

Saturday 24, and after descending the creek to 
the river, atopped to brcakfest on berries in the 
meadow above the second creek. He then went 
on, but unfortunately fell from a rock and injured 
his leg very much ; he however walked on an rap- 
idly as he couid, and at four in the afternoon re- 
joined his men. During his absence they had 
killed one of the mountain cocks, a ffew pheaaant«, 
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and some small flsh, on which with haws and eer- 

viceberriea they had aubsiated. Captain Clark 
im mediate 1 J sent i'orwurd a man on horseback 
■with a note to captain Lewis, apprising liini of 
the result of his inquiries, and late in the after- 
noon set out with the rent of tlie party and 
encamped at the distance of two miles. The men 
were much disheartened at the bad prospect of 
eecaping tt'om the mountains, and having nothing 
to eat but a few berries which have made several 
of them sick, they all passed a disagreeable night, 
which was rendered more uncomfortable by a 
heavy dew. 

Sunday .3J.— The want of provisions nrged cap- 
tain Clark to return as soon as possible; he there- 
fore set out early, and halted an hour in passing 
the Indian camp near the fish weirs. These people 
treated them with great kindness, and though 
poor and dirty they willingly give what little they 
possess ; they gave the whole party boiled salmon 
and dried berries, which were not however in 
sutScient quantities to appease their hunger. 
They soon resumed their old road, but as the 
abstinence or strange diet had given one of the 
men a very severe illness, they were detained very 
much on his account, and it was not till late in 
the day they reached the clitf under which they 
had encamped on the twenty-first. Theyimmedi- 
atel3' began to fish and hunt, in order to procure 
a meal. We caught eeveral small fish, and by 
means of our guide, obtained two salmon from a 
Bmall party of women and children, who, with 
one man, were going below to gather berries. 
This supplied us with about half a meal, but after 
dark we were regaled with a bencer which one of 
the hunters brought in. The other game seen in 
the course of the day were one deer, and a party 
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of elk among the pinea on the aides of the monn- 
taine. 

Monday 36. — The morning was fine, and three 
men were deepatched ahead to hunt, while the 
rest were detained until nine o'clock, in order to 
retake uome boriwe which had strayed away dur- 
ing the night. They then proceeded along the 
route by the forks of the riTer, till they reached 
the lower Indian camp where they first were when 
we met them. The whole camp immediately 
flocked around him with great appearance of 
cordiality, but all the spare food of the village did 
Dot amount to more than two salmon, which they 
gave to captain Clark, who distributed them 
among his men. The hunters had not b,»en able 
to kill any thing, nor had captain Clark or the 
greater ]>art of the men any food durinj; the 
twenty-fonr hours, till towards evening one of 
them shot a salmon in the river, and a few email 
fish were caught, which furnixhed them with a 
scanty meal. The only animalB they had Been 
'were a fbw pigeons, some very wild hares, a great 
number of the large black grasshopper, and a 
quantity of ground lizarda. 

Tuesday IT.— The men, who were engaged last 
night in mending their moccasins, all ejicept one, 
went out hunting, but no game was to be pro- 
cured. One of the men ho"wever killed a small 
salmon, and the Indians mode a present of an- 
other, on which the whole party mode a very 
slight hreakfaat. These Indians, to whom this liib 
is familiar, seem contented, although they depend 
for subsistence on the scanty productions of the 
fishery. But our men who are used to hardships, 
but have been accustomed to have the flrat wants 
of nature regularly supplied, (feel very sensibly 
their wretched eituatloD ; their strength is wasting 
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awaj ; they beg^n to eipreaa tbeir apprehensions of 
being without Ibod in acountry perifectlydeHtitute 
or any means of supporting liii;, except a few fiah. 
In the course of the day an Indian brought into 
the camp five salmon, two of which captain Clark 
bought, and made a supper for the party. 

Weilnesdaj 2S. — There was a frost again this 
morning. The Indiana gare the party two sal- 
mon out of seTeral which they caught in their 
traps, and having purchased two more, the party 
'was enabled to subeiet on them during the day. 
A camp of about forty Indiana from the west 
fork passed us to-day, on their route to the east- 
ward. Our prospect of provisions is getting 
worse every day: the hunters who had ranged 
throup-a the country in every direction where 
game might be reasonably expected, have seen 
nothing. The fishery ia scarcely more productive, 
for an Indian who was out all day with his gig 
killed only one salmon. Besides the fonr fish pro- 
cured from the Indians, captain Clark obtained 
some fiebroe in exchange for three small fish- 
hooks, the use of which he taught them, and 
which they very readily comprehended. All the 
men who are not engaged in hunting, are occupied 
in making pack-soddlee for the horses which cap- 
tain Lewis informed ue he had bought. 

August 30. — Two hunters were despatched early 
In the morning, but they returned without killing 
any thing, and the only game we procured was a 
beaver, who was caugl't last night in a trap 
which he carried off two miles before he waa 
found. The fur of this animal is as good as any 
■we have ever seen, nor does it iu fact appear to 
be ever out of seaaon on the upper branchea of the 
Missouri. This beaver, with several dozen of fine 
trout, gave us a plentiful subsistence for the day, 
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The party were occupied chiefly in making: pack- 
aaddles, in the manuf^ture of which we Hupplj 
the place of naile and boards, by eubstituting for 
the first thoDgB of raw hide, which answer very 
well ; and for boards we use the handles of our 
oars, and the plnnk of some boxes, the contents 
of which we empty into sacks of raw hides made 
for the purpose. The Indians who visit us behave 
with the greatest decorum, and the women are 
busily engaged in making aod mending the mocca- 
BinB of the paji^j. As we hod still some superfiu- 
ons baggage which would be too heavy to carry 
across the mountains, it became necessary to 
make a cache or deposit. For this purpose we 
selected a spot on the bank of the river, three 
quarters of a mile below the camp, and three men 
were set to dig it, with a. sentinel in the neigh- 
bourhood, who wflfl ordered if the natives were to 
straggle that way, to fire & signal for the work- 
men to desist and separate. Towards eveniug the 
cache was completed without being perceived by 
the Indians, and the packages prepared for de- 
posit. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Oonlest betveen Brewjcr and n gbosbDnee— The Bdellt; and 
honour ot dial trtbe— The pony set out on tSeIr JournBy— Tha 
conduct oF Camealiwalt reprorcd, and hlmBelT recoDoUed— The 
easj partuiitton Dl the Sboeliaaee womao— History uf tills na- 
tlnii--Thelr terror of the Pawkws — Their goremntGnt aad 
family soonomy In their treatment o[ their women— Theh: 
complalDts ot Spanish U'eactiery— Dpscrlptlon nt their weapons 
of warfare — Their curious mude of makluif a sblultl— The com- 
parison of their horses— The dress or the men and ot the 
women piirtlcQlarly descrthed— Their mode of acquiring new 
Dunw. 

Wednesday, August 21. — The weather waa Tery 
cold i the water which stood in the Tesaele eipoeed 
to the air being covered with ice a, quarter of an 
inch thick ; the ink freezes in the pen, and the low 
groundH are perfectly whitened with frost: after 
this the day proTed eiceaBively warm. The party 
were engaged in their naual occupations, and 
completed twenty sftddlefl with the necessary 
harness, all prepared to set off as soon as the 
Indians should arrive. Our two hunters who 
were despatched early in the morning have not 
returned, so that we were obliged to encroach on 
onr pork and corn, whi«h we consider as the last 
resource when our casual supplies of game fail. 
After dark we carried our baggage to the cache, 
and deposited what we thought too cumbrous to 
carry w-'.h uh: a small assortment of medicines, 
and all the specimens of plants, seeds, and min- 
erals, collected since leaving the falls of the Mis- 
souri. Late at night Drewyer, one of the huntera, 
returned with a fawn ajid a considerable quantity 
of Indian plunder, which he had taken by way of 
reprisal. While hunting this morning In the Sho- 
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■faonee cove, he came suddenly upon an Indian 
camp, at wliich were ao old man, a jouag one, 
three 'women, and a hoy, thej showed no siirpritte 
at the eight of him, and he therefore rode up to 
them, and after turning liia horse loose to graze 
Bat down and l>egan to converse with them by 
ingoB. Thej had just finisbed a repast on some 
roots, and in about twenty minutee one of the 
"women spoke to the rest of the party, who imme- 
diately went out, collected their horses and began 
to saddle them. Having rested himseU) Drewyer 
thought that he would ccutinue h'la hunt, and ris- 
ing went to catch hie horse who wa« at a short 
distance, forgetting at the moment to take up his 
rifle. He had scarcely gon« more than hity paces 
when tlie IndiauH mounted -their horses, the young 
man snatched up the rifle, and leaving all their 
baggage, whipped their horses, and set ofl' at ftill 
speed towards the passes of the mountains: 
Drewyer instantly jumped on his horse and pur- 
gned them. After running about ten miles the 
horses of tiie women nearly gave out, and the 
women finding Drewyer gain on them raised 
dreadful cries, which induced the young man to 
slacken his pace, and being mounted on a very 
fleet horse rode round theni at a short distance. 
Drewyer now came up with the women, and by 
signs persuaded them that he did not mean to 
hurt them : they then stopped, and as the young 
man came towards them Drewyer asked him for 
his rifle, but the only part t>rthe answer which he 
understood was I'ahkee, the name hy which they 
call their enemies, the Minnetarees uf fort de 
Prairie. VVtiile they were thus engaged iu talking, 
Drewyer watched his opportunity, and seeing the 
Indian off bis guard, galloped up to him and 
seiied his rifle: the Indian struggled for some time, 
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but Snilmg Drewjer gjetting too atrong for him, 
had the preaence of mind to open the pan and let 
the primint; fUll out: he then let f^o bia hold, 
and giving hie horse the whip escaped at full 
Speed, leaving the women to the mercy of the 
conqueror. Drewyer then returned to where he 
hod first eeen them, ivhere he found that their 
baggage had been left behind, and brought it to 
camp with him. 

TbnrsdBT, 22. — Thie morning early two men 

were sent to complete the covering of the cache, 

which could not be eo perfectly done during the 

night as to elude the search of the Indiana. On 

examining the siwilH which Drewyer had obtained, 

] they were found to consist of several dressed and 

' undressed skins ; two bags wove with the bark of 

, the ailk-grass, each containing a bushel of dried 

Berviceberriea, and abont the same quantity of 

' roots; an instrument made of bone for manufkc- 

tnring the flints into heads for arrows; and a, 

number of flints themaelves: these were much of 

I the same colour and nearly as transparent as 

' common blofk gtoes, and when cut detached itself 

I Into flakes, leaving a very sharp edge. 

The roots were of three kinds, and folded sep- 

' ftrate from each in hides of buffalo made into 

, parchment. The first is a fusiform root six inches 

[long, and about the sise of a man's finger at the 

tlargest end, with radicles larger than is usual in 

.roots of the fusiform sort: the rind is white and 

liin, the body m also white, mealy, and easily 

[ reducible, by pounding , to a substance resembling 

rflour, Uke which it thickens by boiling, ond is of 

an agreeable flavour: it is eaten ii^quently in its 

' raw state either green or dried. The second 

Bpecies was mucL mutilated, but appeared to be 

fibrous; it is uf a cyliadrical form about the size 

104 



UP THE MISSOURI. 



of a small qniil, hard and brittle. A part of the 
rind ■which had oot beea detached in the prepara- 
tion wa« hard acd black, but the reiit of the root 
was periwtly white; thia the Indians informed us 
was alwajH boiled before eating; and on making 
the experiment we found that it became perfectly 
soft, but had a, bitter taste, which was nauneous 
to our taste, but which the Indians seemed to 
relish; for on giving the roots to them they were 
very heartily awallowed. 

The third species was a small nut about the Btze 
of a nutiiitfg. of an irregulai-ly rounded form, 
Bomething like the smallest of the Jerusalem arti- 
chokes, which, on boiling, we found them to re- 
semble also in flavour, and is certainly the best 
root we have seen in use among the Indians. On 
inquiring of the Indiana fi-om what plant these 
roots were procured, they informed ue that none 
of them grew near this place. 

The men were chiefly employed in drcBsing the 
ebins belonging to the party who occompanied 
captain Clark. About eleven o'clock Chaboueau 
and his wife returned with Cameahwait, accom- 
panied by about fift^y men with their women and 
children. Alter they had encamped near us and 
turned loose their horses, we called a council of all 
the chiefs and warriors and addressed them in a 
speech: ailditlonal presenta were then distributed, 
particularly to the two second chiel^, who had 
agreeably to their promises exerted themselves in 
our favour. The council was then adjourned, and 
all the Indians were treati?d with an abundant 
meal ol' boiled Indian corn and beans. 'J'he poor 
wrctthes, whohadnoaninial food and scarcely any 
thing but a Ifew fish, had been almost starved, and 
received this new luxury with great thankfulness. 
Out Of compliment to the chief we g-ave him a few 
lOo 
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dried equasbea wbicb we had brought iyom the 
L Uandann, and he declared it was the best food he 
liad ever tasted except sugar, a small lump of 
which he bad remved f^om hia sister: he now 
' declared how happy tbe; should all be to live in 
[.a country which produced so many good tbinga, 
and we told him that it would not be long before 
the white men would put it in their power to live 
below the mountainu, wiiere tbey might them- 
aelvee cultivate at! these kinds of food instead of 
wandering in the mountitina. He appeared to be 
much pleased with this iiiformation, and the 
! whole party being now in excellent temper after 
their repast, we began our purchase of horses. 
We soon obtained five very good ones on very 
reasonable terms; that ia, by giving for each mer- 
chandise which cost us originally about six dol- 
lars. We have ageiu to admire the perfbct decency 
and propriety of their -conduct; for although so 
numerous, they do not attempt to crowd round 
our camp or take any thing which they see lying 
about, and whenever they borrow knives or ket- 
tles or any other article ftom the men, tbey return 
them with great fidelity. 
Towards evening we formed a drag of bushee, 
' and in about two hours caught five hundred and 
1 twenty-eight very good hub most of them large 
[trout. Among them we observed for the first time 
ten or twelve trout of a white or silvery colour, 
except on the back and head where they are of a 
bluish cast: in appearance and shape they resem- 
ble exactly the speckled trout, except that they 
are not quite so large, though the scales are 
much larger, and the flavour equally good. The 
greater part of the flsh waa distributed among 
the Indians. 
Fridaj 23. — Our visitors seem to depend wholly 
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OB OB for food, find as the etat« of oar provislona 
obliges SB to be carefUl of our remaiDing stock of 
oorn and flour, thie was an additioDal reason for 
orging onr departure; but Caineofawsit requeeted 
OB to wait till the arrival of another party of his 
natioD who were expected todnj-. Knowing that 
it would be in vain to oppose his wish, we con- 
Bented, and two hunters -were aent out with 
orders to go further up the eoutheaet fork than 
the; bad hitherto been. At the game time the 
chirf waa informed of the low state of our pro- 
visione. and advised to send out his young men to 
hunt. This he recommended them to do, and 
most of them set out: we tben eunk our canoes 
by means of stonea to the bottom of the river, a 
Bitnation which better than any other secured 
them against the efiects of the high waters, and the 
frequent Gree of the plains; the indiane having 
promised not to dietnrb them during our absence, 
apromiee we believe the more readily, as they are 
almost too lazy to take the trouble of raising 
them for fire-wood. We were desirous ofpurchas- 
ing some more horses, but they declined selling 
any until we reached their camp in the moun- 
tains, Soon after startlug the Indian hunters dis- 
covered a mule buck, and twelve of their horaemea 
pursued it, for tour miles. We saw the chase, 
which was very entertaining, and at length thej 
rode it down and killed it. This mule buck was 
the largest deer of any kind we have seen, ln-iug 
nearly as large as a doe elk. Besides this titny 
brought in another deer and three goats; but In- 
stead of a general distribution of the moat, lutd 
such as we have hitherto seen among all tribes of 
Indians, we observed that some families had a 
large share, while others received none. On eu- 
quiring of Cameabwait the reason of this custom, 
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he eaid that meat among them wag scarce, that 
each hunter reserved what he killed for the use of 
himself and his own family, none of the rest hav- 
ing any claim on what he chose to keep. Our 
huntere returned aooa after with two mule deer 
attd three common deer, three of which we dis- 
tribut«d among the fiimilies who had received 
none of the game of their own hunters. About 
three o'clock the expected party consisting of fifty 
men, women and children arrived. We now learnt 
that most of the Indiana were on their way down 
the valley towards the buflalo country, and some 
anxiety to accompany them a,ppettred to prevflU 
among those who had promised to asuist us in 
crossing the mountains. We ourselves were not 
without some apprehension that they might leave 
us, but as they continued to say that they would 
return with us nothing was said upon the subject. 
We were, however, resolved to move early in the 
morning, and therefore despatched two men to 
hunt in the cove and leave the game on the route 
we should pass to-morrow. 

Saturdaj24.—Ai the Indians who arrived yea- 
t«rday had a number of spare horses, we thought 
it probable they might be willing to dispose of 
them, and desired the chief to speak to them for 
that purpose. They declined giving any positive 
answer, but requested to see the goods which we 
proposed to exchange. We then produced some 
battle-axes which we had made at fort Mandan, 
and a quantity of knives; with both of which they 
appeared very much pleased; and we were soon 
able to purchase three horses by giving for each 
an axe, a knife, a handkerchief and a little paint. 
To this we were obliged to add a second knife, a 
shirt, a handkerchief and a pair of leggings ; and 
ench is the estimation in which those animals are 
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held, that even at this price, which ivas double 
that for a horae, the itllow who sold hioi took 
npon himBelf great merit in having; given away a, 
mule to UB. Tbej now said that they had no 
more horeee for eale, and as we had now nine of 
our own, two hired horHee, and a mule, we began 
loading them as heavily as was girudent, and 
placing the i-est on the efaouldere or the Indian 
women, left our camp at twelve o'clock. H'e were 
all on foot, except Sacajawea, for whom her hue- 
band had purchased a hoTBe with name articles 
which we gave him for that purpose; an Indian 
however had the politenese to offer captain Lewis 
one of hia horses to ride, which he accepted in 
order better to direct the march of the party. We 
croHsed the river below the forks, directing our 
course towards the cove hy the route already 
passed, and had just reached the lower part of the 
cove when an Indian rode up to captain Lewis to 
inJbrra him that one of his men was very sick, 
and unable to come on. The party was immedi- 
ately halted at a run wbicti I'alls into the creek on 
the left, and captain I.£wte rode back two miles, 
and found Wiser severely afflicted with the colic; 
by giving him some of the essence of iieppermint 
and laudanum, he recovered sufficiently to ride 
the horse of captain LewiB, who then rejoined the 
party on foot. When he arrived he found that the 
Indians who had been impatiently expecting his 
return, at last unloaded their horses and turned 
them loose, and had now made their camp for the 
night. It would have been fruitless to remon- 
strate, and not prudent to eicite any irritation, 
and therefore, although the sun was still high, 
and we had made only sii miles, we thought it 
beet to remain with them : after we had encamped 
there fell a slight shower of rain. One of the men 
10& 



LEWIS AND CLARK'S EXPEDITION 



caught eeyeral fine trout; but Drewj-er had been 
Bent out to hunt without having killed any thing. 
We tlierefore gave a little corn to those of the 
Indians who were actnally engaged in carrying 
' our baggage, and who had abeolutely nothing to 
eat. We also advised Cameahwait, as we could 
not supply all his people with proviaione, to 
recommend to ail who were not assisting ue, to 
go on before ub to th-eir camp. This he did : but 
in the morning, 

Sunday 25, a few only followed hie adrice, the 
rest accompanying ue at some distance on each 
side. We eet out at sunrise and aiter going seven- 
teen miles halted for dinner within two miles of 
the narrow pass in the mountains. The Indians 
who were ou the eidea of our part.v had started 
some antelopes, but were obliged after a pursuit 
of several hours to abandon the chaee: our hunt- 
ers had ill the meantime brought iu three deer, the 
greater part of which was distributed among the 
Indians. Whilst at dinner we learnt by means of 
Bacajawea, that the young men who left us this 
morning, carried a request from the chief, that the 
Tillage would break up iba encampment and meet 
this party to-morrow, when they would all go 
down the Missouri into the buffalo country. 
Alarmed at this new caprice of the Indians which, 
ifnot counteracted, threatened to leave ourselves 
and our baggage on the mountains, or even if we 
reached the waters of the Columbia, prevent our 
obtaining horses to go on further, captain Lewis 
immediately called the three chiefs together. After 
smoking a pipe he asked them if they were men of 
their words, and if we can rely on their promisea. 
They readily answered in the affirmative. He 
then asked, if they had not agreed to assist us in 
carrying our baggage over the mountains. To 
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this they aJeo answered yes; and why then, aatd 
he, have you requested your people to meet us to- 
morrow, where it will be impoeeible for iib to 
trade for horeee, as you promised we should. If, 
he continued, you hod not promised to help us in 
transporting our goods orer the mountains, we 
should not have attempted it, but have returned 
down the river, after which no white meu would 
ever have come into your country. If you wish 
the whites to he your ii-iendH, and to bring you 
arms and protect you IVom your enemies, you 
should never promise what you do not mean to 
perform : when I first met you, yon doubted what 
I said, yet you afterwards aaw that I told you 
the truth. How therefore can you doubt what I 
now tell you; you see that I havedivided amongst 
you the meat which my hunters kill, and I prom- 
ise to give all who assist us a aliare of whatever 
we have to eat. If therefore you intend to keep 
your promise, send one of the young men immfr- 
diately to order the people to remain at the vil- 
lage till Tve arrive. 

The two inftrior chieft then said, that they had 
wished to keep their words and to assist ub; that 
they had not sent for the people, but on the con- 
trary had disapproved of the measure which was 
done wholly by the first chief Cameahwait re- 
mained silent tor some tjm«; at last he said that 
he knew he had done wrong, but that seeing hie 
people all in want of provisions, he had wished to 
hasten their departure for the country where their 
wanta might be supplied. He however now de- 
clared, that having passed his word he would never 
violate it, and counter orders were immediately sent 
to the village by a young man, to whom we gave 
a handkerchief in order to ensure despatch and 
fidelity. 
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This difficulty being now adjuBted, onr march 
■was reaumed with an lUiuHual degree of alacrity 
on the part of the Indiane. We passed a spot, 
where six yeare ago the Sboabotieea eufiered a 
very severe defeat from theMinnetarees; and late 
in the evening we reached the upper part of the 
cove where the creek enters the mountains. The 
part of the cove on the northeast Bide of the creek 
has lately been burnt, moat probably as a signal 
on some occasion. Here we were joined by our 
hunters with a ainRle deer, which captain Lewis 
gave, OS a proof of his sincerity, to the women 
and childreu, and remained supperless himself. 
Aa we came along ■wb observed several large 
hares, some ducks, au<J many of the cock of the 
plains : iu the low grounds of the cove were also 
considei'able quantitiea of wild onions. 

Monday 36. — The morning was excessively cold, 
and the ice in our vessels was nearly a quajter of 
an inch iu tliickness: we set out at sunrise, and 
soon reached the fouutaiu of the Missouri, where 
we halted for a ftw minutes, and then crossing the 
dividing ridge reached the fine spring where cap- 
tain Lewis had slept on the 12th in his first ex- 
cursion to the Shoshonee camp. The grans on the 
hill sides is perlfectly dry and parched by the sun, 
but near the spring w^aa a tine green grass; we 
therefore halted for dinner and turni'd our horses 
to graze. To each of the Indians who were en- 
gaged in carrying our baggage was distributed a 
pint of com, which tbey parched, then pounded, 
and made a sort of aoup. One of the women who 
had been leading two of our piick horsas halted at 
a rivulet about a mile behind, and sent on the 
two horsea by a iijiuale friend : on inquiring of 
Cameahwait t!ie cause of her detention, he an- 
swered with great appearance of unconcern, that 
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ebe bad just stopped to lie in, but would boob 
overtake us. In fact, wb were aatoniBhed to see 
her in about an hour's time come on with her 
new born infimt and pass ua on her way to the 
camp, apparently in perfect health. 

This wonderflil facility with which the Indian 
women bring forth tJjeir children, Beems rather 
some benevolent gift of nature, in exempting them 
from paiOB which their Bavnge state would render 
doubly grierous, than any result of habit. If, as 
has been imagined, a pure dry air or a cold and 
elevated country ore obstoclea to easy delivery, 
every difficulty incident to that operation might 
be exjMMted in this part of the continent: nor can 
another reason, tlie habit of carrying heavy bur- 
dens during pregnancy, be at all applicable to the 
Shoehonee women, who rarely carry any burdens, 
Binee their nation posBOBBeB an abundance of 
horeeB. We have indeed been Beveral tiinea in- 
formed by those conversant with Indian mannera, 
and who asserted their knowledge of the fact, 
that Indian women pregnjint by white men ex- 
perience more difficulty in child-birth than when 
the father is an Indian. If this account he true, 
it may contribute to Btrcngthen the belief, that 
the easy delivery of the ladian women is wholly 
constitutional. 

The topa of the high irregular mountains to the 
■westward are still entirely covered with snow; 
and the coolnesa which the air acquires in passing 
them, is a very agreeable reliel' fVom the heat, 
which has dried up the herbage on the sides of the 
hills. While we stopped, the women were busily 
employed in collecting the root of a plant with 
which they ifeed their ciiildren, who like their 
mothers are nearly half starved and in a wretched 
condition. It is a species of fennel which grows in 
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the moiat gronndH ; the radix ia of the knob kind, 
of a long ovate form, terminating in a eiiigle 
radicle, the whole beiiig three or four inchea long, 
and the thickest part about the size of a man's 
little finger: wheu tresh, it ia white, firm, and 
criap; and when dried and ponnded makes a fine 
whit* meal. Its flavour ie not unlike that of 
aniseed, though less pungent. From one to foor 
of these knobbed roots are attached to a single 
Btem whiuh riees to the height of three or four 
feet, and ia jointed, amooth, cj-lindric, and baa 
several email peduncles, one at each joint above 
the eheathing leaf. Its colour ia a deep green, aa 
ia alao that of the leaf, which is sheathing, sessile, 
and polipartite, the divisiona beiug long and nar- 
row. The flowera, which are now in bloom, are 
email and numerous, with white and umbelliferous 
petala: there are no root leaves. As soon as the 
eeeds have matured, the roots of the present year 
ae well as the stem decline, and are renewed in the 
succeeding spring fVona the little knot which unitee 
the roots. The sunflower ia aiao abundant here, 
and the seeda, which are now ripe, are gath- 
ered in considerable quantities, and after being 
pounded and rubbed between smooth stones, form 
a kind of meal, which ie a fhvourite dish among 
the Indians. 

After dinner we continued our route and wers 
Boon met by a party of young men on horaeback, 
who turned with ua and went to the village. As 
soon as we were witbin sight of it, Cameahwait 
reijuested that we would discharge our guna; the 
men were therefore drawn up in a single rank, 
and gave a running tire of two rounds, to the 
great satiaf^tion of the Indians. We then pro- 
ceeded to the encampnaent where we arrived about 
BIX o'clock, and were conducted to the leathern 
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lodge in the centre of thirty-two others made of 
bruBli. The baggage waa arranged near thie tent, 
which captain Lewig occupied, and eurrounded by 
those of the roen bo as to secure it Qrom pillage. 
This camp was in a, beautifUl smooth meadow 
near the river, and about three miles above their 
camp when we first visited the Indians. We here 
found Colter, who had been sent by captain 
Clark with a note apprising us that there were no 
hopes of a passage by water, and that the most 
practicRble route seemed to be that mentioned by 
his guide, towards the north. Whatever road we 
meant to take, it was now necessary to provide 
ourselves witJi horses; "fve therefore inlbrmed 
Cameohwait of our intention of going to the 
great river beyond the mountains, and that we 
would wish to purchase ttventy more horses: he 
said the Minnetarees had stolen a great number of 
their horses this spring, but he still hoped they 
could spare us that number. In order nut to 
lose the present favourable moment, and to keep 
the Indians as cheerful as possible, the violins 
were brought out and our men danced to the 
great diversion of the Indiana. This mirth was 
the more welcome because our situation was not 
precisely that which would most dispose us lor 
gaiety, for we have only a. Uttle parched corn to 
eat, and our means of subsistence or of success, 
depend on the wavering temper of the natives, 
who may change their minds to-morrow. 

The ijhoshonees are a small tribe of the nation 
called ISnake Indians, a vague denomination, 
which embraces at once the inhabitants of the 
southern parts of the Eocky mountains and of the 
plains on each side. The Shoshoneea with whom 
we now are. amount to about one hundred war- 
riors, and three times that number of women and 
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ebjldren. Within their own recollection they for- 
merly lived in the plaine, but they have been 
driven into the monntaJns by the Pawkeea, or the 

, TO ving Indiana of theSaseatchawain, and are now 
(obliged to visit occasionally, and by stealth, the 
l«ountry of their ancestors. Their lives are indeed 
] migratory. From the middle of May to the be- 
[ ginning of September, they reside on the waters of 
(the Columbia, where they consider themselveM 
I perfectly secure from the Pawkecs who have never . 
yet found their way to that retreat. During this 
time they Bubeist chiefly on salmon, and as that 
£sh diaappears on the approach of antnmn, they 
fare obhged to seek aubaistence elsewhere. They 
then cross the ridge to the waters of the MiBsoiui, 
down which they proceed elowly and eantionsly, 
till they are joined near the tliree forks by other 
banda, either of their own nation or of the ilat- . 
heads, with whom they associate against the 
common enemy. Being now strong in numbers, 
tiey venture to hnnt buffalo in the plains east- 
ward of the mountains, near which they spend the 
winter, till the return of the salmon invites them 
to the Columbia. But such is their terror ofthe 
Pawkeea, that Ba long as they can obtain the 
scantiest subaistence, they do not leave the in- 
terior of the mountaina; and aa Boon as they col- 
lect a large stock of dried meat, they again re- 
treat, and thus alternately obtaining their food at 
the hazard of their lives, and hiding themaelves to 
consume it. In thia loose and wandering existence 
they suffer the extremes of want; tor two-thirds of 
the year they are forced to live in the mountains, 
passing whole weeks without meat, and with 
nothing to eat but a few fish and roots. Xor can 
any thing be imagined more wretched than their 
condition at the present time, when the salmon ia 
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that retiriiig, when roots iire becomiDg scarce, and 
thej have not yet acquired etrength to hazard an 
eucouDter with their eucmieH. So inBensible are 
they however to these calamities, that the Sha- 
ehonees are not only eheerTuI but even gay ; and 
their character, which ie more intereBting than 
that of anj Indians we have eeen, has io it much 
of the dignity of misfortune. In their intercourse 
■with strangers they are frank and communicative, 
in their dealings periectly fair, nor have we had 
during our stay with them, any reaeon to suspect 
that the display of all oiir new and valuable 
wealth, baa tempted them into a single act of 
dishonesty. While they have generally shared 
with US the little they pOBsesB, they have always 
abstained from begging any thing ttom us. With 
their liveliness of temper, tliey are fond of gaudy 
dresses, and of all sorts of amusements, particu- 
larly to games of hazard ; &nd Uke most Indians 
fond of boasting of their own warlike exploits, 
whether real or fictitious. In their conduct to- 
wards ourselves, they were kind and obliging, and 
though on one occasion they seemed willing to 
neglect us, yet we scarcely knew how to blame 
the treatment by which we enffered, when we 
recollected how few civilised chieft would have 
hazarded the comforts or the subsistence of their 
people for the sake of a few strangers. This man- 
liness of character may cause or it may be formed 
by the nature of their government, which is per- 
fectly free from any restraint. Each individual is 
his own master, and the only control to which 
his conduct is subjected, is the advice of a chief 
supported by his influence over the opinions of the 
rest of the tribe. The chief himself is in fact no 
more than the most confidential person among 
the warriors, a rank neither distinguished hy any 
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external honor, nor inveBted bj anj ceremony, 
but gradual); acquired from the good TCiBheB of 
bia companionB and by euperior merit. Such an 
officer lias therefore strictly no power; he may 
recommend or advise or influence, bat his com- 
mands have no efi^t on those who incline to dis- 
obey, and who may at any time withdraw from 
their voluntary allegiance. His shadowy author- 
ity which cannot survive the confidence which 
supports it, often decays with the personal vigour 
of the chief, or ie transferred to some more foi^ 
tanatfi or favourite hero. 

In their domestic economy, the man ie equally 
Boverelgu. The man is the sole proprietor of his 
wives and daughters, and can barter them away, 
or diapoae of them in any manner he may think 
proper. The children are seldom corrected; the 
boys, particularly, soon l>ecome their own mas- 
ters ; they are never w hipped, for they say that it 
breaks their spirit, and tJiat after being flogged 
they never recover tlieir independence of mind, 
even when they grow to manhood. A plurality 
of wives is very common; but these are not gener- 
ally BititerB, as among the Minnetarees and Jfan- 
dane, but ore purchased of diflbrent fkthere. The 
infant daughtera are often betrothed by the fkther 
to men who are grown, either for themselves or 
for their sons, for whom they are desirous of pro- 
Tiding wives. The compensation to the lather is 
asnally made in horsea or mules; and the girl 
. remains with her parents till the age of puberty, 
which ia tliirteen or fourteen, when she is sur- 
rendered to her hueband. At the game time the 
father often makes a present to the husband equal 
to what he had formerly received as the price of 
hie daughter, though this return is optional with 
her parent. Sacajawea had been contracted in 
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this way befbre she wm taken prisoner, and when 
we brought her back, her betrothed wan stili liv- 
ing. Although he vraa double the age of HajM- 
jawea, and had two other wives, he claimed her, 
but on finding that ahe had a child bj her new 
huaband, (Jhaboneau, he reliuquiBbed his preten- 
sionB and said he did not want her. 

The chastity of the women does not appear to 
be held in much estimation. The husband will for 
B. trifling present lend liis nifb Ibr a night to a 
stranger, and the loan may be protracted by in- 
creasing the value of the present. Vet strange as 
it may seem, notwithataniling this fftcility, any 
connection of this Icind not authori^d by the hus- 
band, is considered highly oliensiye and qnite as , 
dlHgraceful to his character ae the same licentious- 
ness in civilised societies. The Shoshoneee are not 
BO importunate in volunteering the services of 
their wives as we found the Sioux were; and 
indeed we observed among them some women 
who apiwared to be held in more respect than 
those of any nation we bad seen. But the mass 
of the females are condemned, as among all savage 
nations, to the lowest and most laborious drudg- 
ery. When the tribe is stationary, they collect the 
roots, and cook; they ba!ld the huts, dress the 
ekina and make clothing; collect the wood, and 
assist in taking c&re of the horses on the roote; 
they load the horses and have the charge of oil 
the baggage. The only businesn ol' tlie man ie to 
flght; he therefore takes on himself the care of his 
horse, the companion of liis warfare; but he will 
descend to no other labour than to hunt and to 
fish. He would consider bimseli' degraded by be- 
ing compelled to walk any- distance; and were he 
eo poor as to possess only two horses, he would 
ride the beet of them, and leave the other for his 
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"wires and children and their baggage; and if he 
has too many iviveB or too njweh ba^age for the 
horae, the wives have no alternative but to foUon- 
him on foot; they are not however often reduced 
to thoHe estremities, for their atotk of horaea ia 
very aniiile. Notwithstanding their loaseht this 
Bpring they utill have at least aevfiii hundred, 
among which are about forty eolta, and half that 
number of mnles. There are no horaea here which 
ean be considered ae Tvild ; we have seen two only 
on this side of the Muscleahell river which were 
without ownere, and even those although shy, 
showed every mark of having been once in the 
poaaesaion of man. The original stock was pro- 
cured from the Spaniards, but they now raise 
their own. The horses are generally very fine, of 
a good niie, vigorous and patient of fatigue aa 
well as hunger. Each warrior haa one or two 
tied to a stake near his hut both day and night, 
BO as to be always prepared lor action. The 
mules are obtained in the course of trade from the 
Spaniards, with whose brands several of them are 
marked, or stolen from them by the frontier In- 
diana. They are the finest animals of that kind 
we have ever seen, and at this distance from the 
Spaniah colonies are very highly valued. The 
worst ore considered as worth the price of two 
horses, and a good mule cannot be obtained for 
less than throe and sometimes four horaea. 

We also aaw a bridle bit, stirrups and several 
other articles which, lilie the mules, came from the 
Spanish colonies. The Shoshoneee say that they 
can reach those settlements in ten days' march by 
the route of the Yellowatone river; but we readily 
perceive that the Spaniards are by no means 
favourites. They complain that the Spaniarda 
refhse to let them have fire arros under pretence 
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that these daDgerous n'eapons will onlj induce 
[ them to kiil each other. In the meaiitiuie, saj the 
I Shoshonees, we are left to the mercy of the Jlin- 
I netareea, who havinj; arma, plunder them of their , 
J-horBes, and put tham to death without mercy. 
['"But thia should not bo,'' said Cameahwait 
[fiercely, "if we had guns, instaad ol' hkllug our- 
IjBelTes in the raouatiiinri and iiving like the bears 
I Oil rooiB and berricB, K.i would then go down and 
' live in the bufl'alo country iji Bpite of our enemiee, 
whom we never fear when we meet on equal 
ienoB." 

Ab war IK the chief occupation, bravery is the 
first virtue among the Shoehontee. None can 
hope to ba diBtinguiabed without having given 
proofs of it, nor ciiu there be any preferment, or 
inSaence among the nation, without some war- 
like achievement. Those important events which 
give reputation to ft warrior, and which entitle 
him to a new name, are killing a white bear, 
Bteabug individually the horseB of the enemy, 
leading out a party who happen to be euccesslul 
either in plundering horscis or destroying the 
enemy, and luatly «:aiping tt warrior. These acta 
. ieem of nearly equal dignity, but the laist, that of 
(taking an enemy's ecalp, is an honour quite inde- , 
pendent of the act of vanquishing him. To kill 
your adversary is of no importance unless the 
scalp is brought IVom the flei-d oi' battle, and were 
a waiTior to slay any number of hia enemies in 
action, and others were to obtain the Bcalps or 
first touch the dead, they would have all the 
honours, since they have burne off the trophy. , 
Altiiougb thus oppressed by the MiunetareeB, | 
the Shoahonees are still a very military people.,. 
Their cold and rnggvd country inures them to. 
ibtigne ; their long abtttincncc uiakes theiu uupporC ; 
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the dangere of monntain warikre, and worn down 
BM we B&vr them, b; want of enstenonce, have a 
look of fierce and adveDtarons coarag«. The Sho- 
Hbonee warrior alwaj-s llghu on boraeback; he 
pogaeeees a few bad guna, which are reeerved ex- 
clnHivelj for war, but his eommon arms are the 
bow and arrow, a tihield, a lance and a weapon 
called by the Chippewaye, by whom it was for^ 
merly used, the poggamoggon. The bow is made 
of cedar or pine covered on the onter side with 
BiaewB and glud. It ia about two and a halffeet 
loDg, and does not dilfer in shape li'om those used 
by tlie 8ionx, !klandaua and Minnetareee. I^ome- 
timea, however, the bow is made of a single piece 
of the horn of an elk, covered on the buck like 
those of wood with sinews and glue, and ocea.- 
aioaally ornamented by a strand wrought of por- 
cujiinc quills and Hinews, which is wrapped round 
the horn near its two ends. The bows made of 
the horns of the bighorn, are still more prized, and 
are formed by cementing with glue flat pieces of 
the horn together, covering the back with Hinewa 
and glue, and loading the whole with an unusual 
quantity of ornaments. The arrows resemble 
thoHB of the other Indians except in being more 
slender than any we have seen. They are con- 
tained, with the implements for striking Are, in a 
narrow quiver formed of ditferent kinds of skin, 
though that of the otter seems to be prelferred. It 
is just long enough to protect the arrows from the 
weather, and is worn on the back by means ofa 
strap passing over the right shoulder and under 
the left arm. The shield is a circular piece of buf- 
felo hide about two feet four or live inches in 
diameter, ornamented with feathers, and a iKnge 
round it of dressed leather, and adorned or de- 
formed with paintings of strange tignrea. The 
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, buffalo hide ia perlfectly proof againat any arrow, 
but in the miuds of the Sho»boneee, its power to 
protect tbam ia cliiefly derived from the virtues 
[, which are communicated to it by the old men and 
|, Jugglers. To make a diietd ia indeed one of their 
most important ceremonies: it begins by a l^aat 
to wbieb all the warriora, old men and jugglers 
are invited. Alter the repattt a bole ie dug in the 
ground about eighteen inches in depth and of the 
same diameter as the intended shield : into thia 
hole red hot atones are thro wn and water poured 
over them, till they emit a very atrong hot steam. 
The buffalo sldn, which must be the entire tiide of 
A male two years old, and never suffered to dry 
since it was taken from the animal, is now laid 
across the hole, with the fleehy aide to the ground, 
and Btret«hed in every direction by aa many as 
can take bold of it. As the skin becomes heated, 
the hair separates and ia taken off by the hand; 
till at last the akin is contracted into the compass 
designed for the shield. It is then taken off and 
jilaced on a hide prepared into parchroent, and 
then pounded during thereat of the festival by the 
bare heels of thoae who are invited to it. This 
operation sometimes continues for several days, 
after which it ia delivered to the proprietor, and 
declared by the old men und jugglers to be a 
Becurity against arrows; and provided the Ifeast 
has been eatisfiictory, against even the bullets of 
their enemies. Such is the delusion, that many of 
the Indians implicitly believe that this ceremony 
has given to the shield supernatural powers, and 
that they have no longer to Ibar any weapona of 
their enemies. 

The paggamoggon ia an inatrument, coneiating 
of a handle twenty-two inches long, made of 
wood, covered with dressed leather about the size 
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of a whip-handler at one end is » thong of two 
inches in length, which ie tied to a, round stone 
weigliing two pounds and held in a cover of 
leather; at the other end is a loop of the same 
material, which is passed round the wrist ho as to 
secure the hold of the instrument, with which they 
strike a very severe blow. 

Besides these, they have a kind of armour some- 
thing like a coat of mail, which ia formed by a 
great many folds of dressed antelope ekius, united 
by means of a mixture of glue and sand. With 
this they cover their own bodies and those of their 
horses, and find it impervious to the arrow. 

The caparison of their horses is a halt«r and a 
saddle: the first is either a rope of six or seren 
strands of buffalo hair plaited or twisted to- 
gether, about the size of a man's finger and of 
great strength; or merely a thong of raw hide, 
made pliant by pounding and rubbing; thougiithe 
first kind is much preferred. The halter is very 
long, and is never taken from the neck of the 
horse when in constant use. One end of it is first 
tied round the neck in a knot and then brought 
down to the under jaw, round which it is formed 
into a, simple noose, passing through the mouth : 
it is then drawn up on the right side and held by 
the rider in his left hand, while the rest trails after 
him to some distance. At other times the knot is 
formed at a little distance from one of the ends, 
so as to let that end serve as a bridle, while the 
other trails on the ground. With these cords 
dangling along side of them the horse is put to 
hia full speed without fear of falling, and when he 
is turned to graie the noose is merely taken from 
his mouth. The saddle is formed like the pack- 
saddles used by the French and Spaniards, of two 
fiat thin boards which fit the sides of the horse, 
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ajid are kept together by t"wo croBS pieces, one 
before and the other behind, which rise to a con- 
siderable height, ending Hometimea in e, flat point 
extending ontwards, and always making the sad- 
dle deep and narrow. Under thia a piece of bnf. 
falo skin, with the hair on, is placed so ae to 
prevent the rubbing of the boards, and when they 
monnt thej throw a piece of skin or robe over tha 
saddle, which has no permanent cover. Whea 
stirrups are used, they consist of wood covered 
with leather ; but BtirrupB and saddles are con- 
veniences reserved for old men and women. The 
yonng warriors rarely use any thing except a 
small leather pad stnfled with hair, and secured 
by a girth made of a leathern thong. In this way 
they ride with great espertneas, and they have a 
particular dexterity in catching the horse when he 
is running at large. If he will not immediately 
submit when they wish to take him, they make a 
noose in the rope, and although the horse may ba 
at a distance, or even running, rarely fSil to fix it 
on his neck; and snch is the docility of the animal, 
tiat however unruly he may seem, he surrenders 
as soon oe he i^ls the rope on him. This cord is 
80 uaeftil in this way that it is never dispensed 
with, even when they use the Spanish bridle, 
which they prefer, and always procure when they 
have it in their power. The horae becomes almost 
an object of attachment: a fttvourite is frequently 
painted and his eara cut into various shapes: the 
mjine and tail, which are never drawn nor 
trimmed, are decorated with ftathere of birds, and 
sometimes a warrior suspends at the breast of his 
horse the fineat ornaments he possesses. 

Thns armed and mounted the Shoshonee is & 
formidable enemy, even with the tfeeble weapons 
which be is still obliged to use. When they attack 
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at full speed they bend forward and cover their 
bodies with the shield, while with tlie right haad 
they shoot under tlie horses neck. 

The only articles of luetal which the Shoshonees 
possess art) a few bod Imlves, some brasa kettles, 
Bome bracelets or armbands uf iron and brass, a 
few buttons worn aa ornauiButs in their hair, one 
or two spears about a foot in length, and some 
leads for arrows made of iron and brass. All 
these they had obtained in trading with the Crow 
or Rocky mouuttiin Indians, who live on the Yel- 
lowstone. The few bridle-bits and stirrups they 
procured from the Spaniub colonies. 

The instrument whieli supplies the place of a 
knife among them, is a piece of flint with no 
regular form, and the sharp part of it not more 
than one or two inches long: the edge of this ia 
renewed, and the flint itself is Ibriiied into heads 
for arrows, by means of the point of a deer or elk 
horn, nn instrument which, they uae with great 
Art and ingenuity. There are no asea or hatchets; 
all the wood being «ut with fliut or elk-horn, the 
latter of which ia jvlwaje used as a wedge in 
splitting wood. Their utensils consist, beaidee the 
braas kettles, of pots in the form of a jar, made 
either of earth, or of a stone foimd in the Jiilla 
between Jladieon and Jefferson rivers, wliich, 
thougli soft and white in ita natural state, be- 
comes very hard and black after exposure to the 
Are. The horns of the bufl'alo and the bighorn 
supply them witli Bi)oou3. 

The fire is always Idndled by means of a, blunt 
arrow, and a piece of well-eeaaoned wood of a 
soft spongy kind, such aa the willow ur cotton- 
wood. 

The iSlioshonees are of a diminutive stature, 
Trith thick flat leet and ankles, crooked legs, aud 
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are, generaily speaking, ivorBe formed than any 
nation of lodians we have seeu. Their com]ilexi on 
reserablea thiC of the Wous, aud ie darker than 
that of the Minnetareea, Mandana, or Shairneea. 
The hiiir in both Hexes in eiifiered to fall loosely 
over the Ihce and down the eJiouiderB; Bome men, 
however, divide it by means ol' thonj-H of drcBsed 
leather or ott^r skin into two equal qiieuee, which 
hang over the eara and are drawn in front of the 
body; but at tlie [ireeeiit raoraent, when the na- 
tion ia afHieted by the loes of eo many relations 
killed in war, most of theiu have the hair cut 
quibi short in the uetk, and Cameahwait hag the 
hair cut short all over hi» head, this being the^ 
customary mourning for a deceased kindred. 

The dress of the men consiate of a robe, a tippet, 
a ehirt, long leggings and moecasinH. The robe ia. 
formed most commonly of tlie skins of antelojie, 
bighorn, or deer, though whpa it can be procured,, 
the buffalo hide is preferred. RometimeB too they 
are made of beaver, moonas, and small wolves,. 
and frequently during the B-ummer of elk skin. 
These are dressed with the hair on, and reack. 
about as low iia the middle of theltg. They are- 
worn loosely over the shoulders, the sides heing- 
at pleasure either leit open or drawn together by 
tlie hand, and in cold weather kept cloee by a- 
girdle round the waist. This robe answers the 
purpose of a clonk during the day, and at night, 
is their only covering. 

The tipi>et is the most elegant article of Indian, 
dresa we have ever seen. The neek or collar of it- 
is a strip about four or five inches wide, cut (toni 
the back of the otter skin, the nose and eyes form- 
ing one estremity, and the tail another. This 
being dressed with the fur on, they attach to one 
edgy of it from one hundred to two hundred and fifty 
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Uttle rolls of ermine Bkin, be^nnin); at tbe ear, and 
proceeding towards the tail. 'J'hesK ermine skins 
I are the same kind ofuttrrow strijie from the back 
of that animal, whicii are aewod round a Hiaall 
cord of twisted silkgrass thick enough to raoke 
the skin taper towardu the tail which hangs A*om 
the end, and are generally about the size of a 
large quill. These are tied at the head into little 
buudlea, of two, three or more according to the 
•ajirice of the wearer, and then suajiended IroiQ 
the collar, and a broad fringe ol' ermine skin is 
, fixed BO as to cover the jiarta where they unite, 
which might have a coarse appearauce. Little 
' taasela of fringe oi' the same materials are also 
, fiutened to the extremities of the tail, so as to 
I show its black colour to greater advantage. The 
•entre of the collar is further ornamented with the 
shells of the pearl oyster. Thus adorned, the col- 
lar is worn close round the neck, and the little 
rolls fall down over the sliouldera nearly to the 
■waist, BO as to form a sort of short cloak, which 
haiS a very handsome appearance. These tippets 
are very highly esteemed, and are given or dis- 
posed of on iuiportant occasions only. The er- 
mine is the fur known to the northwest traders 
, by the name of the white weasel, but is the genu- 
flne ermine; and by encouraging the Indians to 
take them, might uo daubt he rendered a valuable 
branch of trade. These animals must be very 
abundant, for the tippets are in great numbers, 
and the construction of each requires at least one 
hundred skins. 

The shirt is a covering of dressed skin without 
the hair, and formed of tJiehidc of the antelope, de«r, 
bighorn, or elk, thougii the last is more rarely 
used than any other Iot this purpose. It fits the 
body loosely, and reaches half way down the 
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thigh. The aperture at the top ia wide eDOURh to 
admit the head, and has no collar, but ia either 
left square, or most frequently terminat«a iu the 
tail of the animal, which ia lelt entire, eo as to 
fold outwards, though sometimes the edges are 
cut into a fringe, und orDii.inentecl with quills of 
the porcupine. The seams of the shirt are on the 
Hides, and are richly fringi?d and adorned with 
porcupine quills, till within five or ei.i inchei? of the 
sleeve, where it is left open, as is also the under 
aids of the sleeve from the shoulder to the elbow, 
where it fits closely round the arm as low as the 
wrist, and hoa no fVinge like the aides, and the 
under part of the sleeve above the elbow. It is 
■kept up by wide shoulder straps, on which the 
manufacturer displays his taate by the variety of 
flgures wrought with porcupine quille of different 
colours, and sometimes by beads when they can 
be obtained. The lower end of the shirt retaina 
the natural shape of the fore legs and neck of the 
Bkin, with the addition of a slight fringe; the hair 
too ia lelt on the tail and near the hoofb, part of 
which last is retained and split into a ftinge. 

The leggings are generally made of antelope 
skins, dressed without the hair, and with the legs, 
tail and neck hanj^iig to them. F'ach leg^ng is 
formed of a skin nearly entire, and reaches from 
the ankle to the upper part of the thigh, and the 
legs of the skin are tucked before and behind under 
a girdle round the waist. It fits closely to the 
leg, the tail being worn npwards, and the neck 
highly ornamented with fHnge and porcupine 
quills, drags on the ground behind tbe heels. As 
the legs of the animal are tied round the girdle, 
the wide part of the ekin is drawn so high as to 
conceal the parts usually kept from view, in which 
respect their dress is much more decent than that 
YoL n.— 9 1^9 
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-flf ajtj- a&tioa of Indiana o* die Mtacoim. Ytie 
■Huna of the legging down ti>e Eidt«. are also 
fringed and omanteatied, and oeeaaaaaUj a<?eo- 
TUWd nitli tofu of hair takra from enenies vnom 
the; hare dain. Id makiog ail These dreeaes, their 
•■Ij thread te tiie sinev teken from Uie backs and 
loins of deer, e]k, baSklo, or an/ other animal. 

The moccaem is of the deer, fJk, or budalo ekia, 
dreeeed withoot the balr, though in n-inter they 
a«e the bnSalo skin witii the hatrj- eide inward, aa 
do moet of the Indiana who inhabit the bafibJo 
conatrj. Like the Ma^dan moccasin, it Is made 
vith a single seam on the onter edge, and aewed 
mp behind, a bole being left at the instep to admit 
«be foot. It La varioaaly ornamented with figures 
wroDght with porcupine quills, and aometiniea the 
jODUg men most fond of dreea cover it with the 
«klD of a polei^at, and trail at their heels the tail 
of the animal. 

Th^ dress of the w^omen consists of the same 
articles as that of their husbaada. The robe 
though smaUa is worn in the same waj: the 
nioccaains are iirecisely similar. The Bhirt or 
chemise reaches half waj down the leg^ is in the 
Bame form, except that there ia no e bo alder-strap, 
the seam coming quite up to the shoulder ; though 
for women who give suck both sides are open, 
almost don-Q to the waist. It is also ornamented 
in the siime way with the addition of little patches 
of red cloth, edged round with beads at the ekirta. 
The chief ornament is over the breaat, where there 
ore curiouu figures made with the nsual luiurj of 
porcupini^ liuilts. Like the men they have a girdle 
round the waist, and when either sex wishes to 
diittngQge the iirm, it U drawn up through the 
kole nifur tlie i^huuider, and the lower part of the 
■leeve thruwu behind the body. 
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Children alone wear beads rouiiil their nectsv 
growTi peranns of both sexes prelfer them sus- 
pended in little buncheH from the ear, and some- 
timee intermised with triangular iiieces of the 
aheii of the pearl oyat«r. Sometimes the men tie 
them in the same way to the hair of the forepart 
of the head, and increase the beauty ol' it by 
L adding the wings and tails of birda, and partieu- 
Flarly the feathers of the great eegle or calumet 
bird, of which they are extremely t'ond. The col- 
lars are formed either of sea ahella procured (toco. 
their relations to the southw-est, or of the aweet- 
Bcented gram which grows in the neighbourhood, 
and which they twist or plait together, to the 
thickness of a man's finger, and then cover witl* 
porcupine quills of various colours. The first of 
these is worn indiscriminately by both sesee, th& 
second principally contiiied to the men, while & 
string of elk's tusks is a collar almost peculiar to 
the w omen and children. Another collar worn by ' 
the men is a string of round bones like the iointa 
of a fish's back, but the collar most preferred, 
because most honourable, is oue ol' the claws of 
the brown bear. To kill one of these animals 1» 
06 distinguished an achievement as to have put to 
death an euemy, and in fact with their weapons 
IB a more dangerous trial of courage. These claws 
are suspended on a thong oC dressed leather, and 
being ornamented with beads, are worn round th© 
neck by the warriors with great pride. The men 
also frequently wear the Pkiu of a fox, or a atrip ■ 
of otter gkia round the bead in the form of (k 
bandoau. 

In short, the drees of the Bhoshonees is as con- 
venient and decent as that of any Indians we have 
Been. 
They have many more children than might hava 
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been expected, conaidering their precarious means 
of BDpport and their wandering life. Thie incon- 
Tenieace is honever balanced by the wooderful 
fccibt J with which their lemalee undergo theopera- 
tJODH of child-birth. In the most advanced Btat« 
of pregnancy thej continue their usual occupa- 
tions, which are searcelj interrupted longer than 
the were time of bringing the child into the 
world. 

The old men are fevr in nnmber, and do not 

appear to be treated with much teudemesti or 

reapect. 

The tobacco used i>j the Shoshonees is not 

Icaltivatad among them, but obtained from the 

{Indiana of the llock; mountains, and Grom some 

I of the bands of their own nation who lire south 

of them: it is the same plant which is in use 

among the Minnetarees, Alandana, and lUcoraa. 

Their chief intercourae with other nations aeema 
to conaiat in their association with other Snake 
Indiana, and with the Flatheada when they go 
eastward to hunt buffiilo, and in the occasional 
viaita made bj the Flatheada to the waters of 
the Columbia for the purpose of fiahing. Their 
intercourse with tbe Spaniards is much more rare, 
and it furnishes them with a few articlee, such as 
, muley, and aome bridlea, and other ornaments for 
horses, which, as well aa some of their kitchen 
utensils, are also Aimiebed by the bands of 8nake 
I Indians from the Yellowstone. The pearl oma- 
menta which they esteem so highly come from 
Other bands, whom they represent aa their ttienda 
and relations, living to the southwest beyond the 
barren plains on tbe other side of the mountains: 
these relations they say inhabit a good country, 
abounding with elk, deer, bear, and antelope, 
where horses and mules are much more abundant 
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than they are here, or to use their own eipreiaion. 
Be namerouH ae the grass of the plains. 

The names of the ludiane varieH in the course of 
their life: originally giTcn in childhood, from the 
mere neceHsity of diatinguiahiug ohjecte, or from 
eome accidental resemblaut^ to external objects, 
the jouQg warrior is impatient to change it by 
Bonie achiCTement of his own. Any important 
event, the stealing of horses, the scalping an 
enemy, or killing a browo bear, entitles him at 
once to a new name which he then Helects lor him- 
self, and it is confirmed hy the nation. Some- 
times the two namea snhsist together: thus, the 
chief Cameah wait, which means, ''one who never 
walks," has the war name of Tooettecoue, or 
"black gun," which he ac-quired when he first 
eignalised himself. As each new action gives a 
warrior a right to change his name, many of them 
have had several in the course of their lives. To 
give to a, fHend his own name is an act of high 
coiirtesy, and a pledge like that of pulling off the 
moccasin of sincerity and hoapitaiity. The chief 
in this way gave his name to captain Clark when 
he first arrived, and he was afterwai-ds known 
among the Bhoshonees by the name of Cameah- 
wait. 

The diseases incident to this state of lifb may be 
supposed to be few, and chiefly the result of acci- 
dents. We were particularly anxious to ascertain 
whether they had any knowledge of the venereal 
disorder. After inquiring by means of the inter- 
preter and his wife, we learnt that they aome- 
tiraes suffered from it, and that they most usually 
die with it ; nor could we diHCover what was their 
remedy. It is possible that this disease may have 
reached them in their circuitous communications 
vith the whited through the intermediate Indians; 
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bat the eitnation of the Shoehonees is bo insa- 
lated, that it ie not probable that it coqM have 
reached them in that way, and the existence of 
each a, disorder among the Rockj mountaina 
•eems rather a proof of it« being aboriginai. 
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CHAPTEa XVII. 

The part;, atler procuring liuises from the shcsboaees. proceed 
ou UitiJr Journey Uirougti ibe mauaulBB— Tlie dlUli'UJtlis and 
dan^ra of the route—A council lield wLLti anutlier baud of tbo 
Shoshoneea, nl wliom some itccnu nt la jlven— Tliy; urereduted 
to tbtf DecessLty of kiJIing tbeir bor^^sfor food — CbptHln Clark 
iTiUi a small party preiiedea tbe mala body in qnest of food, 
and Is bospilttbly received by tlie Pler<»d-uuse Indians— Ar- 
dval of tbu uuLln liody omungsC tbla tribe, witb wbnm a coun- 
cil is held— Tboy resolve lo perfortu the remainder of their 
Journey In omoes — Sickness of the party— They deseebd tbfl 
Kooaliooakee to lis ]ua<:tlon witb Lewla river, after passing 
MTaral aangen>ja rapids— Shurt dtstrlpUoD ul tba majinere 
uid dress of the Piorced-nose Indiana. 

August 27. — We were now occupied in determin- 
ing our route and procuring liorees irom the In- 
diana. Tile old guide wlio had Iwen sent on by 
captain (Jiarii, iiuvr conSrmed, by meana of our 
interpreter, what he liad already aaserted, of a 
road up Berry creek which would lead to Indian 
eetablishments on another branch of the Colum- 
bia: his reports however w^ere contradicted by all 
the SIioHlionees. Thi« representation we a«;ribed 
to a wish on their part to keep us with them 
during the winter, as well for the protection we 
might afford against their enemiee, aa for the pur- 
poBe of coueuming our merchflndise amongst 
them; and as the old mau promised to conduct ua 
himself, that rout* seemed to be the most eligible. 
We were able to proeure n-ome horsee, though not 
enough for ail our purpoHee. This trathc, and oar 
inquiri«8 and councils with the Indians, consumed 
the remainder of the day. 

August 28. — The purehjvae of horaea was re- 
named, and our stock rai^d to twenty-two. 
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Having now croswd more than once the country 
which separatee the liead waters of the Missouri 
from those of the Columbia, we can designate the 
eaaieat and most eipedjtiouB route for a portage; 
it IB Bs follows ; 

From the forks of the river north 60° west, five 
miles to the point of a hill on the right: then 
Bouth 80° weat, iien miles to a spot where the 
creek is ten miles wide, and the highlands ap- 
proach within two buiLdred yards ; southwest five 
milee to ft narrow part of the bottom; then turn- 
ing Houth 70^ west, tivo milea to a creek on the 
right: thence south 80 west, three miles to a 
rocky point opposite to a thicket of pines on the 
left: from that place west, three miles to the gap 
where ia the fountain of the Missouri : on leaving 
thia fountain aoulh 80" weat, sis miles acrosa the 
dividing ridge, to a run fl'om the right passing 
eevernl amall streams north SO' west, four miles 
over hilly ground to the east fork of Liewis's river, 
which is here (brty yards wide. 

Thursday 29. — Captain Clark joined ue tiiia 
morning, and we continued our bargains for 
horses. The late misfortunes of the Shoshouees 
make the price higher than common, so that one 
horse cost a pistol, one hundred balls, some pow- 
der and a knife; another was changed for a mus- 
ket, and in this way we obtained twenty-nine. 
The horses themselves are jonng and vigorous, 
but they are very poor, and most of them ha^e 
Bore hacka in consequence of the roughaeas of the 
BhoBhonee saddle. We are therefore ali-aid of 
loading them too heavily and ajre anxious to ot>- 
taiu one at least for each man, to carry the bag- 
gage, or the man himself, or in the last resource 
to serve as food ; but with ail our eiertions we 
coutd not provide all our men with horses. Wa 
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bave, however, been fortunate in obtaininK for the 
laet three days a HulHcieiit auppl; ol' flesh, our 
hunters having killed two or three deer every 
day. 

lyjilay SO.— The -weather wae fine, and haviug 
DOW made all our purubaees, we loaded our 
horsBH, and prepared to stArt. The (jri^ater part 
ol" the band who li^ di'luyed tjicir journey oh our 
account, were al^o ready lo depart. We then took 
DOT leave of the tihouhou<\:H, wlio aet out on their 
"Viait to the Missouri at th" BHme time that we 
accompanied by t!ie old f;iiide. his Ibur »o!is, and 
another Indian, began tlit- di'tcent ol' the river, 
along the same road which captain Clark had 
previoUHly pursued. After riding twelve miles we 
encamped on the south bank ol' the river, and oa 
the hunters Jiad brought in three deer early in the 
morning we did not leel the want of proviaiona. 

Satiirflay 'iJ. — At sunrise we resumed our jour- 
ney, and halted for three hours on i^almon creek 
to let the horses graie. We then proceeded to the 
Btream called Berry creek eighteen milea from the 
camp of last night: as we passed along, the valleys 
and prairies were on Qre in several plocea, in order 
to collect the bands of the Shoshonees and the 
Flatheads, for theirjourDey to the Missouri. The 
weather was warm and euUry, hut the only in- 
convenience which we apprehend ia a dearth of 
food, of which we had to-day an abundance, 
having jirocured a deer, a goose, one duck, and a 
prairie fowl. On reaching Tower creek we left the 
former track of captain Clark, and began to ex- 
plore the new route, whicli is our last hope of 
getting out of the mountains. l''or four miles the 
rood, which is tolerably plain, led its along Berry 
creek to aorae old Jndinn lodges where we en- 
eaniped for the night; the iiest day, 
137 



LEWIS AND CLiEK'8 EXPEDITION 



Snni/a.r, September 1, 180G, we followed the 
game road which here left the creek and turned to 
the northwest Qtross the hills. During all day we 
■were riding over these liills, I'rom wliicb are many 
drains aniJ small Btreams running into the river to 
the left, and at the distance of eighteen miles, 
came to a large ci-eek called Fish creek emptying 
into the Culutubia which m about hix miles froni 
119. It bad rained in the course of the day, and 
commenced raining again towards evening. We 
therefore determined not to leave the low^ grounds 
to night, and after going ap Fish creek four miles 
formed our encampment. The country over which 
we passed is well watered, but poor and ragged- 
or atony, except the bottoms of Fish creek, and 
even these are narrow. Two men were sent to 
purchase fish of the Indians at the mouth of tho- 
creek, and with the dried fish wliich they obtained, 
and a deer and a few ealmon killed by the party, 
■we were still well supplied. Two bear also were- 
"wounded but we could procure neither of them, 

Monday ^.^-This morning all the Indiana left ub, 
except the old guide, who now conducted us up 
Fish creek: at one mile and a half we parsed a 
branch of the river coming in through a low 
ground covered with pine on the left, and two 
and a half miles further is a second branch from 
the right; after continuing our route along the 
hills covered with pine, and a low ground of the 
same growth, we arrived at the distance of three- 
and a half miles at the forks of the creek. The 
roaii which we were following now turned up the 
eaet side of these forks, and as onr guide informed 
-CB led to the Missouri. We were therefore left 
without any track ; bat as no time was to be 
lost we began to cut our road up the west branch 
of the creek. This we effected with mach diffi- 
138 



UP THE MISSOtlKI. 



cnlty; the thickets of trees and brush through 
which -we were obliged to cut our way required 
great labour; the road iteetf wus over the steep 
and roeky sidei^ of the hillu where the horses could 
not move without danger of slipping down, while 
their feet were bruised by the rocks and stumps of 
trees. AccuHtomed as these animals were to tliia 
kind of life they suffered severely, several of them 
fell to some distance down the sides of the hills, 
some turned over with the biiggage, oue was crip- 
pled, and two gave out eshiiustcd with iktigue. 
Aiter crossing the creek several times we at lost 
mode five miles, with great fetigue and labour, 
and encamped on the left side of the creek in a 
small stony low ground. It waa not, however, 
till after dark that the whole party was collected, 
and then, as it rained, and we killed nothing, we 
passed an uneontfortable night. The party had 
been too busily occupied with the horses to make 
any hunting excursion, and though as we came 
along Fish creek we saw many beaver dams we 
saw none of the animals themselves. In the 
morning, 

Tuesday 3, the horses were very stJiTand weary. 
We sent back two men ibr the load of the horse 
which had been crippled yesterday, and which we 
had been forced to leave tivo miles behind. On 
their return we set out at eiglit o'clock, and pro- 
ceeded up the creek, making a passage through 
the brush and timber along its borders. The 
country is generally supplied with pine, and in the 
low grounds is a great abundance of fir trees, and 
under bushes. The mountaLna are liigh and rug- 
ged, and those to the cast of us, covered with 
BUow. With all our precautions the horses were 
Tery much injured in passing over the ridges and 
steep points of the hills, and to add to the dii^- 
139 



LEWIS AND CLAEK'8 EXPEDITION 



cnltj, at the dietance of eleven miles, the high 
mountains cloeed the creek, bo that we were 
abused to leave the cr«ek to the right, and croee 
the mountain abruptly. The ascent was here so 
Bteep, that several of the horses slipped and hurt 
theniBelveB, but at last we succeeded In crossing 
the mountain, and encamped on a amall branch of 
Fish creek. We had now made fourteen miles in a 
direction nearly north from the river ; but this dis- 
tance, though short, was very fetiguing, and ren- 
' dered still more disagreeable by the rain which 
I began at three o'clock. At dusk it commenced 
' enowing, and continued till the ground was cov- 
ered to the depth of two inches, when it changed 
into a sleet. We here met with a serious miafor- 
tune the last of our thermometers being broken 
by accident. Afl^r making a scanty supper on a 
little com and a few pheasants killed in the course 
of the day, we laid down to sleep, and neit 
morning, 

Wednesdaj' 4, fonad every thing frozen, and the 
ground covered with snow. We were obliged to 
wait some time lu order to thaw the covers of the 
baggage, after which we began our journey at 
eight o'clock. We eroHsed a high mountain which 
forms the dividing ridge between the waters of the 
creek we had been ascending, and those running 
to the north and west. We had not gona more 
than sii miles over the snow, when we reached 
the head of a stream from the right, which di- 
rected its course more to the westward. We 
descended the steep sides of the hills along its 
border, and at the distance of tiiree miles found a 
email branch coming in from the eastward. We 
Baw several of the argalia, but they were too shy 
to be killed, and we therefore made a dinner from 
a deer shot by one of the hunters. Then we pur- 
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Boed the course of the stream for three miles, till 

it emptied itself into a river ftom the east. In the 
wide vallej at their junction, we discovered a 
large encampment of Indiana: when we had < 
reached them and alighted from our horses, we 
were received with great cordiality. A council 
was immediately assembled, white robes were 
thrown over our shonlders, and the pipe of peace 
Introduced. After thia ceremony, as it was too 
late to go any fUrther, we encamped, and contin- 
ued smoking and conversing with the chiefs till a 
late hour. The next morning, 

Tharsday 5, we assembled the chieft and war- 
riors, and informed them who we were, and the 
purpose for wliich we visited their tonntry. All 
this was however conveyed to them through so 
many different laciguaKea, tbat it was not com- 
prehended without difficulty. We therefore pro- 
ceeded to the more intelligible language of preA- 
ente, and made four chiefs by giving a medal and 
a small quantity of tobacco to each. We received 
in turn from the principal chief, a preeent consist- 
ing; of the flkins of a braro, an otter, and two 
antelopes, and were treated by the women to 
Bome dried roots and berries. We then began to 
traffic for horses, and succeeded in exchanging 
seven, piirchasing eleven, for which we gave a Ifew 
articles of merchandiae. 

This encampment consists of thirty-three tents, 
in which were about four hundred souls, among 
whom eighty were men. They are called Ootla- 
ahoots, and represent themselves as one band of a 
nation called Tushepawa, a numerous people of 
four hundred and fifty tents, residing on the heads 
of the Missouri and Columbia rivers, and some of 
them lower down the latter river. In person these 
Indians are stout, and their complexion lighter 
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than that common among Indians. The hair of 
the men is worn in qnenea of otter ekin, iaUing 
in front over the Hhouldera. A ahirt of dresBed 
akin covers the bodj t« the knee, aad on this is 
worn occasionally a robe. To theae were added 

1 leggings and moccasins. The women sufier their 
hair to fall in disorder over the face and shoulders, 
and their chief article olcoverinR is a iong shirt of 
Bkin, reaching down to the ankles, and tied round 
the waist. In other respects, a,s also in the ifew 
ornaments which thej posHees, their appearance 
is similar to that of the Shoshonees; there is how- 
ever a difffei-ence between the language of these 
people which ie still farther increased by the very 
extraordinary pronunciation of the Ootlaahoots. 
Their words have all a remarkably guttural 
Bound, and there is nothing which eeeme to reprft- 
Bent the tone of their speaking more exactly than ■ 
the clucking of a fowl, or the noise of a parrot. 

■ This peculiarity renders their voices scarcely audi- 
ble, except at a short distance, and when many of 
them are talking, forms a strange eonlusion of 
Bounds. The common converaatiou we overheard, 
consiated of low guttural souuds occasionally 
broken by aloud word or two, after which it would 
relapse and scarcely be distinguished. They seem 
kind and ft'iendly and willingly shared with us 
berries and roots, whieh formed their only stock 

; af proviaions. Their only wealth is their horses, 
which are very fine, and so numerous that this 
party had with them at least five hundred. 

Friday 6. — We contiuaed this morning with the 
Ootlashoots, from whom we purchased two more 
horaea, and procured a vocabulary of their lan- 
guage. The Ootlashoots set ofif about twoo'clock 
to join the different bands who were collecting at 
the three forks of the Missouri. We ourselves pro- 
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ceeded at the same time, and taking a direction 
N. 30 W. croeeed within the distance of one mile 
and B, half, a Bmail river from the right, and a 
creek coming in from the north. This river is the 
main stream, and when ib reaches the end of the 
valley, where the mountains close in upon it, is 
joined by the river on which we encamped laat 
evening, as well as by the creek just mentioned. 
To the river thus formed we giive the name of 
captain Clark, he being the first white man who 
had ever visited its waters. At the end of five 
miles on this couthb we hail crossed the valley, 
and reached the top of ft mountain covered with 
pine; this we descended along the st«ep Hides and 
ravines for a mile and a half, when we came to a 
spot on the river, where the Ootlashoots had en- 
camped a few days before. We then followed the 
course ol' the river, which is from twenty-five to 
thirty yards wide, shallow, stony, and the low 
grounds on it« borders narrow. Witlun the dis- 
tance of three and a half miles, we crossed it 
several times, and ailer {lasain^ a run on each 
Bide, encamped on its right bank, alter making ten 
railes during the afternoon. The horses were 
turned out to graie, but those we had lately 
bought were secured anil watched, lest they 
Bbouid escape, or be stolen by theirformer owners. 
Our stock of flour was now exhausted, and we 
had but httle com, and as our hunters had killed 
nothing except two pheaeants, our supper coq- 
HiBt#d chiefly of berries. 

Saturdaj, 7. — The greater part of the day the 
weather was dark and rainy: we continued 
through the narrow low grounds along the river, 
till at the distance of six miles we came to a large 
creek from the left, after which the bottoms widen. 
Four miles lower is another creek on the same 
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aide, and the valley now exteads from one to three 
luilefi, the moiintaiDB on the left being high and 
bald, with enow on the eummlts, while the coun- 
try to the right is open and hilly. Foar miiea 
beyond thia is a creeli running IVom the enow- 
top'd mountainB. and several rune on both eidee 
of the river. Two miles Trora thia iast is another 
creelt on the lelt. 1'he afternoon waa now far 
advanced, but not being able to Snd a fit piaca 
to encamp we continued nix miles farther till after 
dark, when we halted for the night. The river 
here is still shallow and stony, but is increased to 
the width of fifty yards. The valiey through 
which we passed is of a poor soil, and its Ifertility 
Injured by the quantity of stone scattered over it. 
We met two horaea which had strayed from the 
Indians and were now quite wild. No fish was to 
be seen in the river, but we obtained a very agree- 
able supply of two deer, two cranes, and two 
pheasants. 

Sunday S.— We set out early: the snow-top'd 
hills ou the left approach the river near our camp, 
but we soon reached a valley four or five miles 
wide, through which we followed the course of the 
river in a direction due north. We passed three 
creeks on the right, and several runs emptying 
tbemselvea into the opposite side of the river. At 
-the distance of eleven miles the river turned more 
towards the west; we pursued it for twelve miles, 
and encamped near a large creek coming in ftora 
the right, which, from its being divided into four 
diffferent channels, we (Milled Scattering creek. The 
valley continues to be a poor stoay land, with 
scarcely any timber, except some piue trees along 
the waters and partiaLy scattered on the bills to 
the right, which, as well as those on the left, have 
enow on them. The plant which forces itself moat 
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on onr attention ia a speciefl of prickly pear very 
common on thia part of tbe river: it grows in 
cluet«re, in an oval form about the itize of a 
pigeon's egg, and ite tliorna are so strong and 
bearded, that when it penetrates our feet it bringa 
away the pear itself. We saw two mares and a 
colt, which, lilie the horses B«en yeat«rday, seemed 
to have lost themselves and Income wild. Our 
game to-day consisted of two deer, an elk, and a 
prairie fowl. 

Monday, P.— We resumed our journey throngb 
the valley, and te.aving the road on our right 
crossed the Scattering creek, and halted at the 
distance of twelve milea on a small run from the 
east, where we breakfiisted on the remains of 
yesterday's hunt: we here took a meridian alti- 
tude, which gave the latitude of 46° 41' 38" 9: 
we then eontinued, and at the distance of four 
miles passed over to the left bank of the river, 
■where we found a large road through the valley. 
At this place is a handsome stream of very clear 
water, a hundred yards wide with low banks, and 
a bed formed entirely of gravel: it haa every ap- 
pearance of being navigable, but as it contains no 
salmon, we presume there must be some fall be- 
low which obstructs their passage. Our guida 
could not inform us where this river discharged 
its wattrs; he said that as ft,r as he knew it» 
course it ran along the mountains to the north, ' 
and that not far from our present position it waa 
joined by another stream nearly as large as itself, 
which rises in the mountajna to the east near the 
Missouri, and flows through an extensive valley , 
or open prairie. Through this prairie is the great 
Indian road to the waters of tbe Missouri; and so 
direct is the route, that in tour days' journey 
ftom this place we might reach the Missouri about 
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thirty miles above what we called the Gates of the 
Kocky nioiintaiiia, or the spot where the valley of 
that river widens into an extensive plain on enter- 
ing the chain of moantaine. At ten miles from 
our camp is a siuall ere«k fulling iu U'oia the east^ 
ward, five miles below which we halted at a large 
stream, which empties itself on the west eide of the 
river. It is a fine bold creek of clear water about 
twenty yards wide, and we called it Traveller's- 
rest creek; jbr as our guide told ua that we should 
here leave the river, we determined to remain for 
the purpose of making -celeetial observationB and 
collecting Borne food, as the country through which 
we are to pass has no game for a great distance. 

The valley of the river through which we have 
been passing is generally a prairie from five to six 
miles in widlh, and with a cold gravelly white 
BoiL The timber which it possesses is almost ex- 
clusively pine, chiefly of the long-leafed kind, with 
some spruce, and a epwies of fir resembling the 
Scotch flr : near the water courses are also seen a 
few narrow-leaied Cottonwood trees, and the only 
underbrush ia the redwood, honeysuckle, and rose- 
bashes. Our game was four deer, three geeae, 
four ducks, and three prairie fowls: one of the 
honters brought in a red-headed woodpecker of 
the large kind common in the United Wtates, but 
the first of the kind we have seen since leaving the 
Illinois. 

TuefiiJay, 10. — The morning being fair all the 
tunters were sent out, and the rest of the party 
employed in repairing their elotiies: two of them 
■were sent to the junction of the river from the 
east, along which the Indians go to the Misaouri : 
it is about seven miles below Travel ler's-reat 
creek ; the country at tte forks is seven or eight 
miles wide, level and open, but with little timber: 
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Ite course ie to the north, and -we incline to be- 
lieve that this is the river which the Hinnetarees 
had described to ue an nrnning fram south to 
north along the west sidt? of the Itocky moun- 
tains, not far from the sources of Medicine river: 
there is moreover reason to auppoae, that after 
going as far northward as the head-waters of 
that river it turna to the westward and Joidh the 
Tacootthetessee. Towards evening one of the 
hunters returned with three Indians, whom he had 
met in hia excursion up Traveller' a-rest creek; as 
eooa as they saw him thej prepared to attack 
him with arrows, but he q^uieted them by laying 
down bis gun and advancing towards them, and 
soon persuaded thera to come to the camp. Our 
Shosbonee guide could not speak the language of 
these people, but by the universal language of 
signs and gesticulations, which is perf^tly intelli- 
gible among the Indians, he found that these were 
three Tushepaw Flatheada in pursuit of two men, 
supposed to be Shoshunces, who had stolen 
twenty-three of their horaeB; we gave them some 
boiled venison and a few presents; such as a fish- 
hook, a steel to strike fire, and a little powder; 
but they seemed better pleased with a piece of 
ribbon which we tied in the hair of each of them. 
They were however in such haate, lest their horses 
should be carried off, that two of them set ofi' 
after sunset in quest of tbe robbers: the third 
however was persuaded to remain with us and 
conduct us to his relations: these he said were 
numerous, and resided on the Columbia in the 
plain below the mouatains. From that place be 
added, the river was navigable to the ocean ; that 
some of his relations had been there last tall and 
seen on old white man who resided there by him- 
getf, and who gave them some bandkerchlels like 
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those we have. The distance fh)m this place la 
five 8le«pe or days' journey. When our hunters 
had all joined ub we found our provisions con- 
fflsted of four deer, a beaver, and three grouse. 

The observatiou of to-day gave 46° 48' 28' aa 
the latitude of Traveller' s-reat creek. 

Wednesday 11.— Two of our horses having 
fitrayed away we were detained all the morning 
before they were caught. In the meantime our 
Tuahepaw Indian became impatient of the delay, 
and set out to return home alone. As usual we 
had despatched four of our best hunters ahead, 
and as we hoped with their aid and our present 
stock of proviaions to aubsiHt on the route, we 
proceeded at three o'clock up the right aide of the 
creek, and encamped under some old Indian huts 
at the distance of seven miles. The road was 
plain and good : the valley ie however narrower 
than that which we left and bordered by high and 
rugged hills to the right, wliile the mountains on 
the left were covered "with anow. The day waa 
folr and warm, the wind from the northwest. 

Thursday 12. — There waa a white frost this 
morning. We proceeded at seven o'clock and soon 
passed a stream falling in on the right, near which 
was an old Indian camp with a bath or sweating- 
houae covered with earth. At two miles distance 
we ascended a high, and thence continued through 
ft hilly and thickly timbered country for nine miles, 
when we came to the forks of the creek, where the 
road branches up ea«h fork. We followed the 
western route, and finding that the creek made a 
tfonsiderabie bend at the distance of four miles, 
crossed a high mountain in order to avoid the 
circuit. The road had been very bad during the 
first part of the day, but the piissage of the 
mountain, which waa eight miles across, waa very 
148 



UP THE MISSOURI. 

painflil to the horeea, as we were obliged to go 
OTer steep etony aidea of hills and aloDg tlie hol- 
lows and ravines, rendered more disagreeable by 
the falleu timber, chiefly piae, spruce pine and fir. 
We at length reached the creek, having made 
twenty-three miles of a route ho difficult that 
Bome of the party did n&t join ns before ten 
o'clock. We found the account of the Bcantinees of 
game but too true, aa we were not able to pro- 
cure any thing during the whole of yesterday, and 
to-day wc killed only a i^iiigle pbeaaant. Along 
the road we observed many of the pine trees 
peeled off, which ia done by the Indians to procure 
the inner bark for food in the spring. 

Fridaj 13. — Two of the horses strayed away 
during the night, and one of them being captain 
Lewis's, he remained with tour men to search for 
them while we proceeded up the creek; at the dis- 
tance of two milea we came to several springs 
ieauing from large rocks of a coarse hard grit, 
and nearly boiling hot. These seem to be much 
frequented as there are several paths made by elk, 
deer and other animals, and near one of the 
Bpringa a hole or Indian bath, and roada leading 
in different directions. These embarraased our 
guide, who mistaking the road took us three milea 
out of the proper course over an exceedingly bad 
route. We then fell into the right road, and pro- 
ceeded on very well, when having made five miles 
we stopped to rettesh the horses. Captain Lewis 
bere joined us, but not having been able to find 
his horse, two men were sent back to continue the 
search. We then proceeded along the same kind of 
country which we passed yesterday, and alter 
crossing a mountain and leaving the sources of 
the Traveller' B-rest creek on the lelt. reached after 
five milea riding a small creek which also came in 
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&om the left hand, passing tlirough op«n glades, 
Bome of whiph were hall' a mile wide. The road 
which had heen (lb usual rugged and stony, be- 
came firm, plain and level aft«r quitting the head 
of Trflveller's-rest. We Ibllowed the courae of this 
new creek for two milua and encamped at a spot 
where the mountains close on each side. Other 
mountains covered with snow are in view to the 
southeast and southwest. We were aoraewhafc 
more fortunate to-day in killing a deer and several 
pheaeacta which were of the common species, ex- 
cept that the tail wae hlack. 

Satardajr 14.— The day waa very cloudy with 
rain and hail in the valleys, while oq the top of 
the mountains some snow Jell. We proceeded 
early, and continuing along the right side of Glade 
creek crossed a high mountain, and at the dis- 
tance of six miles rea^^hed the place where it is 
joined hy another hrjiueh of equal eize from the 
right. Near the forks the Tushepaws have had an 
encampment which is hut recently abandoned, for 
the grass is entirely destroyed by horses, and two 
fish weirs a<;rosB the creek are still remaining; no 
fish were however to be seen. We here passed 
over to the left side of the creek and began the 
ascent of a very high and steep mountain nine 
miles across. On reaching the other side we found 
a large branch from the lelt, which seems to rise 
in the snowy mountains to the south and south- 
east. We continued along the creek two miles 
further, when night coming on we encamped oppo- 
site a small island at the mouth of a braach on 
the right side of the river. The mountains which 
we crossed to-day were much more difficult than 
those of yesterday; "the last was particularly 
fatiguing, being steep and stony, broken by fallen 
timber, and thickly overgrown by pine, spruce, fir, 
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hackmatachaad tamarack. Although wehadma<]e 
onlj eeventeen miles we were all very weary. The 
whole stock of aniniiil food was now eshausted, 
and we therefore killed a colt, on which we made 
a hearty supper. From tliia incident we palled the 
last creek we had passed from the south Colt- 
killed creek. The river itaelfis eighty yards wide, 
with a awift current, and a. stony channel. Its 
Indian name ie Kooskooskee. 

Sumliiy J5.— At au early hour we proceeded'' 
along the right side of the Kuoskooskee over steep 
rocky points of land, till at the distance of four 
miles we reachwl an old Indian fishing placu: the 
road here turned to the riglit of the water, and 
began to n-'scend a mountain: Init the fire and 
wind had prostrated or dried almost all the tim- 
ber on the Bouth side, and the ascents were ao 
Bteep that w« were llireed to wind in every direc- 
tion round the high knobs whieh constantly im- 
peded our progress, Several of the horses lost 
their I'oot-hold and sUpped : one of them which 
was loaded with a desk and small trunk, rolled 
over and over for forty yards, till his fall was 
etopped by a tree. The desk was broken ; hut the 
poor animal escaped without much injury. After 
clambering ia this way for four inile.^, we came to 
a high snowy part of the mountain where was a 
spring of water, at which we halted two hours to 
refresh our hornea. 

On leaving the spring the road continued as bad ■ 
aa it was below, and th>! timber more abundant. 
At four miles we reached the top of the mountain, 
and foreseeing no chance of meeting with water, 
we encamped on the northern aide of the moun- 
tain, near an old bank of anow, three feet deep. 
Some of this we melted, an.d supped on the re- 
mains of the colt killed yesterday. Our only game 
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to-day was two pbea.eantB, and the horseB oa 

'which we calculated ae a laet iveource begin to 
foil us, for two of them were eo poor, and worn 
out with fatigue, that we were obliged to leave 
them behind. All around ub are high rugged 
mountains, among which ia a lofty range from 
Boutheaet to northwe&t, whose tops are without 
timber, and in some places covered with snow. 
The night was cloudy and very cold, and three 
hours before dajhreak, 

Monday Ifi, it began to snow, and continued all 
day, 80 that by evening it was six or eight inches 
deep. This covered the track bo completely, that 
■we were obliged eonstantly to halt and examine, 
lest we should lose the route. lu many places we 
had nothing to guide us except the branches of the 
trees which, being low, have been rubbed hy the 
burdenaof the Indian horses. The road was, like 
that of yesterday, along steep hiU sides, ob- 
Btructed with fallen timber, and a growth of eight 
different Bpecies of pine, ho thickly etrewed that 
the snow f)illa ll'om them as we pass, and keepa 
us continually wet to the skin, and so cold, that 
we are anxious lest our fbet should be frozen, as 
we have only thin moccasins to defend them. 

At noon we halted to let the horses li«d on 
some long grass on the south side of the inoua- 
taius, and endeavoured hy making fires to keep 
ourselves warm. As soon aa the horses were re- 
freshed, captain Clark vrent ahead with one man, 
and at the distance of nix miles reached a stream 
from the right, and prepared fires by the time of 
our arrival at dusk. We here encamped in a piece 
of low ground, thickly timbered, bnt scarcely large 
enough to permit us to lie level. We had now 
made thirteen miles. We were all very wet, cold, 
and bungjy; but although before setting out this 
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noraing;, we had seen four deer, yet we could not 

procure an; of them, and were obliged to kill a 
second eoit for our supper. 

TaetiiH.v 17.— Oar Lorsee became bo much scat- 
tered dnrinft the night, that Via were detained till 
one o'clock before they were all collected. We 
then coutinut^d our route over high rough knobs, 
and seyeral drains and springa, and along a ridge 
of country separating the waterB of two smaJl 
rivers. The road was stiti dilBcult, and several of 
the horsea fell and injured themaelveB very much, 
BO that we were unable to advance more thaa t«a 
miles to a small stream, on which we encamped. 

We hud killed a few pheaB.ants, but these being 
insudicient for our subsistence, we killed another 
of the eolts. This want of provisions, and the 
extreme fatigue to which we were subjected, and 
the dreary prospects before us, began to dispirit 
the men. It was therefore agreed that captain 
Clark Hhould go on ahead with six hunters, and 
endeavour to kill something for the support of the 
party. He therefore set out, 

Weduesd^iy IS, early in the morning in hopes of 
finding a level country from which Le might send 
hack some game. His route lay S. 80" W. along 
the same high dividing ridge, and the road was 
still very bad ; but he moved on rapidly, and at 
the distance of twenty milea was rejoiced on dis- 
covering far off an estenaive plain towards the 
west and southwest, bounded by a high moun- 
tain. He halted an hour to let the horses eat a 
little grass on the hill side*, and then went on 
twelve and a half miles till he reached a bold 
creek, running to the left, on which he encamped. 
To this stream he gave the very appropriate name 
of Hungry creek; ibr having procured no game, 
they bad nothing to eat. 
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In the meantime we were detained till after 
eight o'elotk hy the loss of one of our boraea 
which had strayed away and could not be found. 
We theu proceeded, but haviiiE soon finished the 
remainder of the eolt Itilled yesterday, felt the 
want of proviaionH, ivhicli was more sensible from 
our meeting with no Avater, till towards nightftill 
we found eome in a rariae among the hillB. By 
puBhing ou our horses almost to their utmost 
etrength, we made eighteen miles. 

We then melted Bome anoiv, and eupped on a 
little portable soup, a few caniBtere of which, with 
about twenty weight of bear'e oil, are our oniy 
remaining means of subsistence. Our guns are 
Bcarcely of any Herviee, for there ia no iiviug 
creature in these mountains, except a few emaH 
pheasantB, a small species of gray squirrel, and a 
blue bird of the vulture kind about the siie of a 
turtle dove or jay, and even these are difficult to 
shoot. 

rAufwffl^v Iff.— Captain Clark proceeded up the 
creek, along which the road was more eteep and 
stony than any he had yet passed. At six miles 
distance he reached a small plain, in which he 
fortunately found a horse, on which he break- 
fasted, and liung the rest on a tree for the party 
in the rear. Two miles beyond this he left the 
creek, and crossed three high mountains, rendered 
almost impassable from the steepness of the ascent 
and the quantity of fallen timber. After clamber- 
ing over these ridges and mountains, and passing 
the heads of some branches of Hungry ereek, he 
came to a large creek running westward. This he 
followed for four miles, theu turned to the right 
down the mountain, till he came to a small creek 
to the left. Here he halted, having made twenty- 
two miles on his course, south eighty degrees 
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west, though the winding route over the nioun- 
tains almost doubled the distance. On descending 
the lost nouutaiu, the heat t>ecanie much more 
eeofiible after the extreme cold he had experienced 
for several days past. Besides the breakfast in the 
morning, two pheasants were their only food dur- 
ing the day, and the only kinds of birds they saw 
were the blue jay, a email white-headed hawk, a 
larger hawk, crowa, and ravena. 

We followed soon after sunrise. At ais miles the 
ridge terminated and we had "before us the cheer- 
ing prospect of the large plain to the eouthweat. 
On leaving the ridge we again ascended and went 
down several mountains, and eix milea fUrtber 
came to Hungry creek where it was fifteen yards 
wide, and received the waters of a branch from 
the north. We went up it on n course nearly dne 
west, and at three miles crossed a second branch 
flowing from the same yuarter. The country la 
thickly covered with pine timber, of which we 
have enumerated eight distinct H|)e<;ieB. Three 
miles beyond this last branch of Hungry creek we 
encamped, alter a fatiguing route of eighteen 
niile«. The road along the creek is a narrow 
rocky path near the borders of very high preci- 
pices, from, which a fall seems almost inevitable 
destruction. One of our horsee slipped and rolling 
over with bis load down the hill tide, \vhich was 
nearly perpendicular and screwed with large ir- 
regular rocks, nearly a hundred yards, and did 
not stop till he fell into the creek ; we ail expected 
he was killed, but to our astonishment, ou taking 
offhisload, be rose, and seemed but little injured, 
and in twenty minutes proceeded with his load. 
Having no other provision we took some portable 
eOQp, our only refreshment during the day. This 
abstinence, joined with fatigue, has a, visible effect 
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on our health. The men are Rowing weak and 
loaing their fleeh very liiet: several are afflicted 
Tvith the djeenter;, aad eruptions of the skin are 
Tery common. 

Friday 20.— Captain Clark went on throngh a 
country as rugged as uBual, till on passing a low 
mountain be came at the distance of four miles to 
the forks of a large creek. Down this he kept on 
a course south 60° west for two miles, then turn- 
ing to the right, continued over a dividing ridge 
where were the heads of several little streams, and 
at twelve miles distance descended the last of the 
rocky mountains and reached the level country. 
A beautiful open plain partially supplied with pine 
now presented itself He continued for five miles 
when he discovered three Indian boys, who, on 
observing the party, ran off and hid themselves in 
the grass. Captain Clark immediately alighted, 
and giving his horse and gun to one of the men 
. went after the boys. He soon relieved their ap- 
prehensions and sent them forward to the village 
about a mile off with presents of small pieces of 
ribbon, Soon after the boys had reached home, a 
man came out to meet the party, with great cau- 
tion, but be conduct«d them to a large tent in the 
village, and all the inhabitants gathered round to 
view with a mixture of fi^a^ and pleasure these 
wonderful strangers. The conductor now in- 
formed captain Clark by signs, that the spacious 
tent was the residence of the great chief, who had 
Bet out three days ^o with all the warriors to 
attack some of their enemies towards the south- 
west; that he would not return before fifteen or 
eighteen days, and that in the meantime tbere 
were only a l^w men left to guard the women and 
children. They now set before them a small piece 
of buffalo meat, some dried salmon, berries, and 
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Bereral kinds of roote. Among these laat is one 
Itrhtch ie round and much like an onion in ap- 
pearance and Bweet to the taste: it is called 
quamaah, and ia eaten either in its natural state, 
or bailed into a kind of soup or made into a cake, 
which is then called pasheco. After the long ab- '' 
Btinenee this wae a auraptuonH treat; we returned 
the kindness of the people by a Ibw small presents, 
and then went on in company with one of the 
chiefs to a eeeond village in tiie same plain, at the 
diatanceoftwo miles. Here the party was treated 
'with gjeat kindness and passed the night. The 
banters were sent out, but though they saw some 
tracks of deer were not able to procure any 
thing. 

We were detained till ten o'clock before we could 
collect our scattered horses ; "we then proceeded fbr 
two miles, when to our great joy we found the 
horse which captain Clark had killed, and a not« 
apprising us of his intention of going to the plains 
towards the southwest, and collect provisions by 
the time we reached hira. At one o'clock we 
halted on a small stream, and made a hearty 
meal of horse flesh. On examination it now ap- 
peared that one of the hordes was missing, and 
the man in whose charge he had been, was di- 
rected t-o return and search for him. He came 
back in about two hours without having been 
able to find the horse; but oa the load was 
too valuable to be lost, two of the best woods- 
men were directed to continue the search wliile we 
proceeded. Our general conrse was south 35^ 
west through a thick forest of la:^ pine, which 
has fellen in many places, and very much ob- 
structs the road. After making about fifteen miles 
we encamped on a ridge where we could find but 
little grass and no water. We succeeded, however, 
157 



LEWIS AND CLARK'S EXPEDITION 



In procuring a little IVom a distance, and supped 
on the remainder of the horse. 

On deHceudiug the hcightji of the monntains the 
soil becomes gradually more ibrtile, and the land 
through which we paaned thia evening, ie of an 
excellent quality. It has a dark graj soil, though 
very broken, and with large masses of gray itee- 
Btone above the ground in many places. Among 
the vegetable productions we dietiaguiahed the 
alder, honeysuckle, and huckleberry, common in 
the United States, and a species of honeysuckle, 
known only westward of the Itocky mountains, 
which rises to the height ol' about four feet, and 
bears a white berry. Tiere is also a plant resem- 
bling the ehokecherry, which grows in thick 
clumps eight or t^n feet high, and bears a black 
I berry with a single stone of a sweetish taste. 
The arbor vitae too, is very common, and grows 
to a great siie, being from two to six feet in 
diameter. 

Saturday 21. — The free use of food, to which be 
had not been accustomed, made captain Clark 
Tery sick both yesterday evening and during the 
■whole of to-day. He therefore sent out all the 
hunters and remained himself at the village, as 
well on account of hie slcknese as for the purpose 
of avoiding suspicion and collecting information 
Ffrom the Indians as to the route. 

The two villages consist of about thirty double 
tents, and the inhabitants call themselves Chopun- 
nish or Fierced-nose. The chief drew a chart of 
the river, and explained, that a greater chief than 
himself, who governed this village and was called 
the Twisted-hair, was uow fishing at the distance 
of half a day's ride down the river: his chart made 
the Kooskooskee fork b little below his camp, a 
second fork below, still further on a large branch 
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flowed in on each aide, below which the rlTer 
paaeed the mountains: here was a great fall of 
water, near which lived white people, from whoi« 
were procure<I the white beads and braes orna- 
ments worn by the women. 

A chief of another band made a visit this morn- 
ing, and smoked with captain Clark. Thehuntera 
returned without having liieen able to kill any 
thing; captain Clark purchaseii aa much dried 
salmon, roota and berries as he could, with the 
few articles he chanced to have in his pockets, and 
having sent them by one of the men and a hired 
Indiau ba«k to captain F^wis, he went on to- 
wards the camp of the Twisted-hair. It was fbur 
o'clock before he set out, and the night soon came 
on; but having met an Indian coming from the 
river, they engaged him by a present of a neck- 
cloth, to guide thera to the Twisted-hair's camp. 
For twelve miles they proceeded through the plain 
before they reached the riTer hills, which are very 
high and steep. The whole valley from these hills 
to the Rocky mountain is a beautiftil level coun- 
try, with a rich soil covered with grass : there t» 
however, but little timber, and the ground is 
badly watered: the plain ia so much lower than 
the surrounding hills, or so much sheltered by 
them, that the weather is quite warm, while the 
cold of the mountAina was extreme. From the 
top of the river hilla they proceeded down for 
three miles till they reached the water side, be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock at night: here we 
found a small camp of five squaws and three chil- 
dren, the chief himself being encamixid, with two 
others, on a email island in the river; the guide 
called to hira and he sooa came over. Captain 
Clark gave him a medal, and they smoked to- 
gether till one o'clock. 
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We could not set out till eleven o'clock, bM:aua() 
being obliged in the evening to loosen oar horses 
to eniible them to Had aubpjsteutfe, it is always 
r difHeult to collect them in the morning. At that 
hour we continued along the ridge on which we 
bad slept, Eind at a tuile and a half reached a 
large creek running to our left, just above its 
junction with one of its branches. We jiroceeded 
down the lov.' prounils of this creek, which are 
levvl, wide, and heavily timbered, bnt turned to 
the right at the diataiice of two and a half railea, 
and begun to pass the broken nnU hilly country; 
but the thick timber had fallen in no many places 
that we could Bcarci'ly make our way. After go- 
. ing five miles we podued the creek on which cap- 
tain Clark had encamped during the night of the 
19th, and continued five miles further over the 
same kind of road, till we came to the forks of a 
large creek. We crossed the northern branch of 
this stream, and proceeded down it on the west 
Bide for a mile: here we found a small plain where 
there was tolerable graea for the horaea, and 
therefore remained during the niglit, having made 
.fifteen miles on a course S. 30" W. 

The arbor vitoe increases in sUe and quantity 
as we advance: aome of the trees we passed to- 
■ day being capable of forming perioguea at least 
i;forty-flve feet in length. We were so fortunate 
' also as to kill a f^w pheasants and a prairie wall', 
which, with the remainder of the borae, aupphed 
ui with one meal, the last of our proviaions, our 
food for the morrow being wholly dependent on 
the chance of our guns. 

i'oD'ijij, L'J.— Captain Clark passed over to the 
island with the Twisted-hair, who seemed to be 
cheerful and sincere in his conduct. The river at 
this place ia about oue hundred and sixty yards 
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wide, bat interrupted bj- shoala, and the low 
grounds on its borders are narrow. The hunters 
brought in three deer; aiter which captain Clark 
left his party, and tiecorapanied by the Twisted- 
hair and hiH Hon, rude buck tti the village, where 
he arrived about sunset: they then waiJied up to- 
gether to the second viila^.'', whei-e we had just 
arrived. We had intendwl to set out early, but 
one of the men hiii'Iug ncj^ireted to Lobbie his 
horse he strayed away, and we were obliged to 
wait till nearly twelve o't'lock. We then proceeded 
on a western courpe for t.vo and a half miles, 
when we met the hunters sent by captain Clark 
from the rillag?, seven and a half niiles distant, 
with provisions. Thia supply was most seaHona- 
ble, as we had tasted nothing Rince last night, 
and the &ah, and roots, and berries, In addition to 
a crow which we killed on the route, completely 
sati.-ifled our hunger. Alter this refreshment we 
proceeded in much better spirits, and at a few 
miles were overtaken by the two men who had 
been sent back after a horse on the 20th. They 
were perlfetly exhausted with the llttigue of walk- 
ing and the want of food ; but as we had two 
spare horses they were mounted and brought on 
to the village. 

They had set out about three o'clock in the 
afternoon of the 2lltb with one horse between 
them; after crossing the inountiiin they came to 
the place where we had eaten the horae. Here 
they encamped, and having no food made a fire 
and roasted the head of the horse, which even our 
appetites had spared, and supped on the ears, 
skin, lips, i£e. of the animal. The next morning, 
2lBt, they found the tra^^k of the horse, and por- 
Buing it recovered the saddle-bags, and at length 
about eleven o'clock, the horse himself. Being 
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now both mounted, they eet out to return and 
slept at a small stream : during the day thej had 
nothing at ail except t"wo pheasants, which were 
so torn to pieces by the shot, that the head and 
legB were the only parts fit for food. In this Bitu- 
axion they found the next morning, 2'2d, that 
duriug the night thdr horses had run away from 
them or heen etolen by (ha Indians. They 
searched for them until nine o'clock, when seeing 
that they could not recover them and fearful of 
Htarviag if they remained where they were, they 
set out on foot to join U3, carrying the Hoddle- 
haga alternately. They walked as fast as they 
could during the day, till they reached us in a. 
deplorable state uf weakness and inauition. 

As we approached the village, most of the 
women, though apprised of our being expected, 
fled with tlieir children into the neighbouring 
woods. The men, however, received us without 
any apprehension, and gave us a plentiful supply 
of provisions. The plains were now crowded with 
Indians, who came to see the persona of the 
whites, and the strange things they brought with 
them: but as our guide wae perlfectly a stranger 
to their language we could converse by signs 
only. Our iniiuiiies were chiefly directed to the 
situation of the country, the courses of the rivers, 
and the Indian villages, of all which we received 
information ftora several of the Indiana, and aa 
their accounts varied but little from each other, 
we were induced to pla<;e confidence in them. 
Among others, the TwiiSted-hiur drew a chart of 
the river on a white ellc skin. According to this, 
the Kooskooskee forks a few miles from this 
place ; two days towards the south is another and 
larger fork on which tbe Shoshonee or Snake In- 
dians fish: five days' journey further is a large 
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Hver from the northwest into which Clark's river 
empties itBelf: from tile mouth of that river to the 
fklla ia five days' journey further ; on all the forks 
as well OB on the main river great numbers of 
Indians reside, and at the l^lls are establishments 
of wiiit^B. This waa the utory of the Twisted-hair, 
Motiilay ?-?.— The chiefa and warriorB were all 
aasembled this morning, and we explained to them 
where we came from, ths objects of our riaiting 
them, and our paciSc intentions towards all the 
Indiaaa. This being conveyed by signs, might not 
have been perfectly comprehended, but appeared 
to give perfect satisfiiction. We nowgave a medal 
to two of the chieft, a shirt in addition to the 
medal already received by the Twisted-hair, and 
delivered a flag and a handkerchief for the grand 
chief on his return. To these were added a knife, 
a handkerchief and a small piece of tobacco for 
each chief. The inhabitants did not give us any 
provisions grntuitously. We therefore purchased 
a quantity of fish, berries (chiefly red haws) and 
roots ; and iu the afternoon went on to the second 
Tillage. The Twinted-liair introduced us into his 
own tent, which consisted however of nothing 
more than pine buHhes and bark, and gave ua 
some dried salmon boiled. We continued our pur- 
chases, and obtained as much provision as our 
horses could carry in their present weak condi- 
tion as far as the river. The men exchanged a 
few old canistera for dressed elk skins, of which 
they made shirts : great crowds of the natives are 
round ua all night, hut ive have not yet missed 
any thing except a knife and a few other articles 
stolen yesterday from a ehot pouch. At dark we 
had a hard wind from the aotithwest accompanied 
with rain which lasted half an hour, but ia the 
morning, 
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Tuesday 34, the weather was fair. We sent 
back Colter in search of the horeee lost in the 
mountainB, and having collected the rcet set out 
at teu o'clock along the eame routealready passed 

' by cafitain Clark toivards the river. All round 
the village the women are busily employed in 
gathering and dressing the pasheco root, of which 
large quantities are heaped up in piles over the 
plain. We now felt severely tile consequence of 
eating heartily after our late privations: eaptain 
Lewis and two of the men were taken very ill 
last evening, and to-day he could scarcely sit on 
liiB horse, while others were obliged to be put on 

[ horseback, and some &-om extreme weakness and 
pain, were forced to lie down along side of 
the road for some time. At sunset we reached the 
island where the hunters had been left on the 
32d. They had been unsuccessful, having killed 
only two deer since that time, and two of them 
are very sick. A little below this island is a 
larger one on which we encamped, and adminis- 
tered Bush's pills to the sick. 

WeiJriendiiy 23.~-Tha weather was very hot, and 
oppressive to the party, most of whom are now 
complaining of sickness. Our situation indeed, 
renderi;d it necessary to husband our remaining 
fltrength, and it was determined to proceed down 
the river in canoes. C aptain Clark therefore set 

I .out with the Twisted-hair and two young men, in 
quest of timber for canoes, Ashe went down the 
river he crossed at the distance of a mile a creek 
from the right, whicli from the rocks that ob- 
structed its passage, he called Itockdam river. 
The hilla along the river are high and steep: the 
low grounds are narrow, and the navigation of 
the river embairassed by two rapids. At the dis- 
tance ol' three miles l\irther he reached two nearly 
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equal Forkfl of the river, one of which flowed in 
from the north. Here he rested Tor an hour, and 
cooked a few ealmon which one of the Indians 
caught with a gig. Here too. he was joined by 
two canoes of Indiana from Mow: they were 
long, steady, and loaded with the ftirmtiire and 
proriBioDB of two families. He now crossed the 
south fork, and returned to the camp on the south 
'«de, through a nnrrow pine bottom tlie greater 
part of the way, in which was found much fine 
timber for canoes. One of the Indian boats with 
two men, set out at the same time, and Much was 
their deiterity in managing the pole, that they 
reached camp within Qfbeen minutes alt^r him, al- 
though they had to drag the canoe over three 
rapids. He found captain Lewis, and several of 
the men still very sick ; and distributed to such as 
were in need of it, salts and tartar emetic. 

Tbursdiiy i?0. —Having resolved to go down to 
some epot calculated for building canoes, we eet 
oat early this morning and proceeded 6ve miles, 
and encamped on low ground on the south, oppo- 
dte the forks of the river. But so weak were the 
men that several were taken sick in coming down ; 
the weather being oppressively hot. Two ehleft 
and their fami1ii» followed us, and encamped with 
a great number of horses near us: and soon after 
our arrival we were joined by two Indians, who 
came down the north fork on a raft. We pur- 
chased some fresh salmon, and having distributed 
aies, and portioned off the labour of the party, 
began, 

Friday 27, at an early hour, the preparations 
for making five canoes. Hut few of the men, how- 
ever, were able to work, aud ol' these several were 
Boon taken ill, as the day firoved very hot. The 
hunters too, returned without any game, and 
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Beriouilj indiapoaed, en that nearly the whole 
party was now ill. We procured aome freah sal- 
mon; and Colter, who now returned with one of 
the horses, brought half a deer, which wae very 
nouriahing to the iuvalida: aeveral Indisjis ftom 
a camp below, came up to aee ua. 

Satiirdny 28. — The men continue ill, thongh 
Bome ofthose first attacked are recovering. Their 
general complaint is a heavineaa at the atoinach, 
and a lax, which ia rendered more painful by the 
heat of the weather, and the diet offish and roofa, 
to which they are confined, as no game Is to bo 
procured. A number of Indiana collect about na 
in the courae of the' day to gaze at the strange 
appearance of every thing belonging to us. 

Sunday m.— The morning was cool, the wind 
from the southwest ; but in the afternoon the heat 
returned. The men continue ill ; hut all those who 
are able to work are occupied at the canoea. The 
Bpirita of the party were much recruited by three 
deer brought in hy the hunters; and the next day, 

Mowlny iiOtli, the aick began to recruit their 
Strength, the morning being fair and pleasant. 
The Indians pass in great numbers up and down 
the river, and we obaerve large quantities of small 
duck going down this morning. 

TupsJay, Ortnbpr 1, 1S05. — The morning waa 
cool, the wind easterly, but the latter part of the 
day was warro. We were viaited by aeveral In- 
dians from the tribes below, and others from the 
main south fork. To two of the most dietin- 
guiahed men we mnde presents of a ring and 
brooch, and to five others a piece of ribbon, a 
little tobacco, and the fifth part of a neckcloth. 
We now dried our clothes and other articlea, and 
selected aome articles such as the Indians admire, 
in order to purchase some provisions, as we have 
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nothing left except a little dried fish, which oper- 
ates as a eomplete purgative. 

Wetlnr^'Jii^v I'.— The day is very warm. Two 
men were eent to the village with a quantity of 
these articles to pui'thaae food. We are now re- 
duced to roots, which produce violent pains in the 
Btomach. Our work tontiuiied oa usual, and 

Lmanj of the party ore convalescent. The hunters 
returned in the afternoon "with nothing but a 
small prairie-wolf, so that our provitions being 

'exhausted, we killed one of the hon-es to eat, and 

^provide soup for the pick. 

Thnrs'liiy M, — The fine cool morning and east- 
erly wind had an agreeable eH&ct upon the party, 
most of whom are now able to work. The In- 
dians frcin below left us, and we were visited by 
others &ova different quarters. 

Fri'iiiy ■#.— Again we had a cool eaet wind from 
the mountains. The men were now much better, 
and captain Lewis himself eo far recovered as to 
walk about a little. Three 1 ndiana arrived to-day 
from the Great river to the south. The two men 
also returned from the village with roots and 
fish, and as the flesh of the horse killed yesterday 
was exhausted, we were conBned to that diet, 
although unwholesome as well as unpleasant. 
The alternoon was warm. 

SaimvAi.r 5. — The wind easterly, and the 
weather cool. The canoes being nearly finished it 
became uceessary to dispose of our horses. They 
were therefore collected to the number of thirty- 
eight, and being branded and marked were deliv- 
ered to three Indians, the two brothers and the 
eon of a chief, who promisea to accomjinny us 
down the river. To each of these men we gave a 
knife and some small articles, and they agreed to 
take good care of the borsea till our return. The 
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hunters with all their diligence are naable to kill 
any thing:, the bille beiu)^ high and rugged, and ' 
the wooda too dry to hunt deer, which ie the 
only game in the country. We therefore continae 
to eat dried Geh and roots, which ure purchased 
from the squaws, by meaue of amall preaenta, but 
chiefly white heads, of which they are extrava- 
gantly fond. Some of these roots seem to posaeaa 
very active properties, for after supping on them ' 
tliis evening, we were swelled to such a degree aa 
to be scarcely able to breathe for several hours. 
Towards night we launched two canoea which 
proved to be very good, 

Sundaj- G. — This morning is again cool, and the 
wind easterly. The general coarse of the winds 
Beema to resemble that which we observed on the 
east aide of the mountain. While on the head 
waters of the Missonri, we had every morning a 
cool wind from the west. At this place a cool 
breeze springs up during the latter part of the 
night, or near daybreak, and continues till seven 
or eight o'clock, when it subsides, and the latter 
part of the day is warm. Captain Lewis is not 
eo well as be wae, and captain Clark waa also 
taken ill. We had all our saddles buried in a 
cache near the river, about halfa mile below, and 
deposited at the same time a canister of powder, 
and a bag of balle. The time which could be 
spared from our labours on the canoes, was de- 
voted to some astronomical observations. The 
latitude of our camp as deduced from the mean of 
two observations is 40" 34' 56' 3 north, 

Mandny ".—This morning all the canoes were 
put in the water and loaded, the oars fined, and 
every preparation made for setting out, but when 
we were all ready, the two chiefh who had prom' 
ised to accompany us, were not to be found, and 
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at the same time we miHeed a pipe tomahawk. 
I .We therefore proceeded without them. Below the 
I Xorks this river is called the KooekooRkee, and is 
I .a elear rapid stream, with a. number oi'ehaiiltj and 
ilBcQit plHcea. Fur some miles the hilla are steep, 
gthe low grounds narrow, but then suixeed^ an 
open couutry with a few trees scattered aloDg the 
riyer. At the distance of nine miles ie a small 
creek on the left. We i)aBHed in the course oi'the 
day ten rapids, in descending- which, oue of the 
canoea struck a rock, and sprung a leak : we how- 
ever continued for nineteen miles, and encamped 
on the left side of the river, opposite to the mouth 
of a small run. Here the canoe was unloaded and 
repaired, and two lead canietera of powder de- 
posited ; several camps of Indiana were on the 
fiides of the river, bat we had little intercourse 
■with any of them. 

Tuesday S.— We set out at nine o'clock. At 
eight and a half miles we paeeed an island : four 
and a half miles lower a second island, opposite a, 
small creek on the left side of the river. Five 
miles lower is another island on the left: a mile 
and a half below wliich is a fourth. At a short 
distance from this is a large creek from the right, 
to which we gave the name of Colter's creek, 
from Colter one of the men. We had left this 
creek aibout a mile and a half, and were passing 
the last oi' filteen rapids which we had been for- 
tunate enough to escape, when one of the canoes 
struck, and a hole being made in her side, she 
immediately filled and sunk. The men, several of 
whom could not Bwim, clung to the boat till one 
of our canoes could be unloaded, and with the 
as.sistance of an Indian boat, they were all 
brought to shore. All the goods were so much 
wet, that we were obliged to halt fbr the night, 
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and spread them out to dry. While all thiw waa 
exhibited, it was necessary to place two Bentinels 
over the raerchandiee, Ibr we fouud that the In- 
dians, though kind and disposed to give us every 
aid during our diatrese, could not resist the temp- 
tation of pilfering sooie of the small artjciee. We 
passed during our route of twenty miles to-day, 
several encampments of Indians on the isltuids, 
and near the rtipids, vrhich places are chosen as 
most convenient for taking salmon. At one of 
these camps vre found our two chieft, who after 
promising to descend the river with us, had left 
us; they however willingly came on board after 
we had gone through the ceremony of smoking. 

Wednesday S.— The morning was as usual, cool ; 
but as the weather both yesterday and to-day 
was cloudy, our merchandise dried but slowly. 
The boat, though mu.ch injured, was repaired by 
ten o'clock so as to be perfectly fit for service; 
but we were obliged to remain during the day till 
the articles were sufficiently dry to be reloaded: 
the interval we employed in purchasing fish for 
the voyage and conversing with the Indians. In 
the afternoon we were surprised at bearing that 
our old Shoshonee guide and his son had left us, 
and been seen running up the river several milea 
above. As he had never given any notice of his 
intention, nor had even received bis pay for guid- 
ing us, we could not imagine the cause of his de- 
seriaon, nor did he ever return to explain his con- 
duct. We requested the chief to send a horseman 
aJler him to request that he would return and 
receive what we owed hira. From this however 
he dissuaded us, and said very frankly, that hia 
nation, the Chopunnisb, would take from the old 
man any presents that be might have on passing 
their camp. 
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The Indiane came about our camp at night, and 
were very gay and good-humonred with the men. 
Among other exhibitions wea that of a Bquaw 
■who appeared to lie craay; she sang in a wild 
incoherent manner, nnd would offer to the epec- 
tators all tlie little articlea she poeaeeeed, ecarify- 
ing herself in a horrid manner if any one refnaed 
her present: ehe eeemed to be an object of pity 
among the Indiana, who suCTered her to do ae she 
pleased without interruption. 

Tbursdaj, 10. — A fine morning. We loaded the 
canoes and set ofT at seven o'clock. At the dis- 
tance of two and a half milee we had passed three 
islands, the la^t of which ia opposite to a email 
stream on the right. Within the following three 
and a half miles ia another island and a creek on 
the left, with wide low groundH, containing wil- 
low and Cottonwood trees, on which were three 
tents of Indiana. Two miles lower is the head of 
a large iaiand, and aix and a half miles further we 
halted at an eucamjiment of eight lodges ou the 
left, in order to view a rapid before us: we had 
already passed eight, and eoiue of thera difficult; 
but thie was worae than any of them, being a 
very hazardous ripple strewed with rocks: we 
here purcliased roots and dined with the Indiana. 
Among them waa a man from the falls, who aaja 
that he saw white people at that place, and is 
very desirous of going down with us; au offer 
■which however we declined. Just above this 
camp we had passed a tent, near which was an 
Indian bathing himself in a small pond or hole of 
water, warmed by throwing in hot stones. After 
finishing our meal we descend'Cd the rapid with no 
injury, except to one of our boats which ran 
against a rock, but ia the course of an hour was 
brought off with only a small split in her eid& 
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This ripple, from its appearance and difficulty, w© 
named the Rugged rapid. We went on over five 
other rapids of a leBB dangerous kind, and at the 
distance of five miles reached a larg;e fork of the 
river from the Bouth ; and after coining twenty 
miles, halted below the jnnctioi) on the right side 
ofthe river: our arrival eoon attracted the atten- 
tion of the Indians, vrho flocked in all directions 
to see uB. Id the evening the Indian from the 
MIb, whom we had eeeu at the Hugged rapid, 
joined us with his son in a small canoe, and in- 
sisted on accompanying us to the falls. Being 
again reduced to fiHli and roots we made an ex- 
periment to vary our food by purchasing a few 
dogs, and alter having been accustomed to horse- 
flesh, felt no disreUsh to this new dish. The 
Chopunnish have great numbere of dogB which 
they employ for domestic purposes, but never eat; 
and our using the Sesh of that animal soon 
brought ui^ into ridii^ule as dog-eaters. 

The country at the junction of the two rivers is 
an open plain on all sides, broken towards the 
left by a distant ridge of highland, thinly covered 
with timber : tMs is the only body of timber which 
the country posBesBCa ; for at the forks there is not 
a tree to be seen, r..nd during almost the whole 
descent of oiity miles down the Kooskooskee 
from its forks there are very few. This southern 
branch is in fact the main stream of I^ewis's river 
on which we encamped when among the Shosbo- 
neea. The Indians inform us that it is navigable 
for Bixty mibs; that not far from ita mouth it 
receives a branch from the south; and a second 
and larger branch, two days' march up, and 
nearly parallel to the first Chopunntsh villages, 
we met near the mountains. This branch is called 
Fawnashte, and is tbe residence of a chief, who, 
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aceordJDg to their eipreesioD, has more hareea 
than he can count. The riTer has manj' rapids, 
near which are eituated manj fishing camps; 
there being ten estabUBlimentB of tliis before reach- 
ing the &iet eoutbern braneti ; one on that Btream, 
five between that and the I'awnoshte; one on 
that riTer, and two above it; beeidee many other 
Indiana who reside high up on the more distant 
waters of this river. All these Indiana belong to 
the Chopunnieh nation, atid live in t«nts of an 
oblong form, covered with flat roofb. 

At its mouth Iiewis's river is about two han- 
dred and fifty yards wide, and its water is of a 
greenieb blue colour. The Kooekooskee, whose 
waters are clear as crystal, one hundred and fifty 
yards in width, and after the union the river en- 
larges to the space of three hundred yards; at the 
point of the union is au Indian cabin, and in 
Lewie's river a small island. 

The Chopunnish or Pierced-nose nation, who 
reside on the Kooskooskee and Lewis's rivers, ore 
in person stout, portly, well-looking men: the 
women are small, with good features, ond gener- 
ally handsome, though the complexion of both 
aezea is darker than that of the Tushepaws. In 
dress they resemble that nation, being fond of dis- 
playing thdr ornaments. The buSalo or elk-skin 
robe decorated with beads, se&shells, chiefly 
mother-of-pearl, attached to an ott^r-skin collar 
and hung in the hair, which falls in {toot in two 
Quenes; feathers, paints of diflerent kinds, prin- 
cipally white, green, and light blue, all of which 
they find in their own country ; these are the chief 
ornaments they use. In tbe winter they wear a 
short shirt of dressed skins, long painted leggings 
and moccasins, and a plait of twisted grass round 
the neck. 
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The dress of the ivomen ie more simple, con- 
sisting of a long ahirt of argalia or ibex skin, 
reacliiDg down to the auklee tvithout a f^irdle: to 
thia are tied little pieces of brass and Bhulls and 
other small artii^les; but the head is not at all 
ornamented. The dress of the female is indeed 
more modest, and more studiously so than an; 
we have observed, though the other ses is careless 
of the indelicacy of esposnre. 

The Chopunnish have very few amusements, for 
their life is painful and laborious; and all their 
eaertions are necessary to earn even their precari- 
ous subsistence. During the summer and autumn 
they are busily occupied in fishing for sulmon, and 
collecting their winter store of roots. In the win- 
ter they hunt the deer on snow shoes over the 
plains, and towards spring cross the mountains 
to the Missouri ibr the purpose of tratlicking for 
buffalo robes. The inconveniences of that com- 
fortless life are increased by freijuent encounters 
with their enemies from the west, who drive them 
over the mountains with the loss of their horsee, 
and sometimes the lives of niany of the nation. 
Though originally the same people, their dialect 
varies very perceptiT)ly from that of the Tushe- 
paws: their treatment to us dlflisred much from 
the kind and Jsintexested services of the i^hosho- 
nees: they are indeed selfish and avaricious; they 
part very reluctantly with every article of food or 
clothing; and while tbey expect a recompense for 
every service however small, do not concern them, 
selves about reciprocating any presents we may 
give them. 

They are generally healthy— the only disordera 

which we have had occasion to remark being 

of a scrofulous kind, and tor these, as well an 

for the amusement of those who are in good 
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health, hot and cold bathing ie very commoDly 
need. 

The soil of these prairies la of a tight jellow 
claj int^rmixeil with auiall smooth graHH : it ie 
barren, and produces little more than a bearded 
grasB about three inches high, and a prickly pear, 
of which we now found three epecies: the first is 
of the broad-leaftd liind. coramou to the Miasouri. 
The second has the leaf of a globular form, aud ia 
also li-equont oa the upper part of the Mieaouri, 
particularly utter it enters the Ilocky mountaina. 
The thirJ ia peculiar to thia country, and ia much 
more inconveniont than the other two : it coneistfl 
of email thick leaves of a circular I'orm, which 
grow from the margin of each other aa in the 
broad-leal'ed pear of the Jliseouri: these learea are 
armed with a greater number of thorns, which 
are stronger, and appear to be barbed ; and ae the 
leaf itaell' is very slightly attached to the stem, as 
Boon as one thorn touches the moccasin it adheres 
and brings with it the leaJ', which ie accompanied 
by a reinibrcemeot oi' thorna. 
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CHAPTER XVIir. 

The party proceed In canoes— Dmciipllon al an IniUaD sweatlUE 
batfj and biirlaE place — Man? danireroug mplds pa^siid — Jiarrow 
esanio ol uue ut the caDuoa — In tbe pasBagc down Iliey are vla- 
Ittd h7 aesi'ral Indiana, all of whom maQitist padlli' dlgpoal- 
tli>n3— IfeaerlpHijn tit tbe Sokulk tribe — TheJr drcie. and man- 
ner ot Iniildlng iKiuueu— TOelP paclflc clmrai'ier— ThElr (iBlJlta 
of living— Tlietr mede of boiling salmon — Vaat qnnn'^UIeflof 
salmon amongat the Sotullt— Council held wUh tlilB trtbe~Tbe 
^rror and L-onstematlon pxcdCed by captain Clark, conceminjr 
wblcb an IntorostlnB cause is related— Some H(«uunt of the 
PlaquitpnWH— Tlietr mode ol burying Hie dead. 

Fridity, October 11, JS05.—T\aB morning the 
wind wae from the east, and the weather cloudy. 
We Bet out early, and at the distance of a mile 
and a half reaehed a, point of rocks in a bend of 
the river towards the left, near to which was on 
old Indian house, and a meadow on tbe opposite 
bank. Here the hills came down towarda the 
water, and formed by the rocks, which have fallen 
from their aides, a rapid over which we dragged 
the canoes. We passed, a mile and a half ftirther, 
two Indian lodges in a bend towarda the right, 
and at sis miles from our camp of last evening 
reached the mouth of a brook on tbe left. Juet 
above this atream we stopped (or breakfast at ft 
large encampment oflDdiana on the same side: we 
eooti began to trade with them for a stock ol' pro- 
visions, and were so fortunate as to purchase 
seven dogs and all the fish they would spare; 
while this tr.affic was going on, we obaerved a 
vapour bath or sweating Itnuae in a diiierent 
form fVora that used on the frontiers of the United 
States, or In the Eocky iiiount^ina. It was a hoi- 
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low square of aii or eight feet deep, formed in the 
river bank by duiioiuint; up with mud the other 
thrae sides, and covering the whole completely 
except aa aperture about two feet wide a.t the 
top. The bathera descend by this hole, taking 
with them a number of heated etonee, and juga of 
water; and after being seated round the room, 
throw the water on the etonee till the steam be- 
comes of a temperature auHiciently high for their 
purposes. The bathe of the Indians in the Koclty 
mountains is of diSerent eizes, the most common 
being made of mud and eticka like an oven, but 
the mode of raising the ateain is exactly the same. 
Among both these nations it ia rery uncommon 
for a man to bathe alone, he is generally aecora- 
panied by one or sometimes several of hie ac- 
quaintances; indeed it is so essentially a social 
amusement, that to dechne going in to bathe 
■when invited by a friend is one of the highest in- 
dignities whteh can be offered to him. The In- 
dians on the frontiers generally use a bath which 
will accommodate only one person, and is formed 
of a wickered work of w^illows about four feet 
high, arched at the top. and covered with skins. 
In this the patient sits till by means of the heated 
Btones and water he baa perspired sufficiently. 
Almost univereally these bathe are in the neigh- 
bourhood of running water, into which the In- 
dians plunge immediately on coming out of the 
vapour bath, and Bometiiues return again, and 
Bubject themselyes to a second perspiration. This 
practice is, however, less frequent among our 
neighbouring nations than those to the westward. 
This bath is employed either for pleasure or for 
health, and is used indiscriminately for rheuma- 
dam, venereal, or in short fbr ail kinds of diseasea. 
On leaving this encampment we passed two 
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more rapida, and eoToe swift water, and at the 
distance of four and a holi' mileR reached one 
which v/nit much more difficult to pase. Three 
miles beyond this raijid, are three huts of Indians 
oil the rigUt, where we stoiJiwd aad obtained in 
exchange for a. few trifles some poslieco roots, 
five dogs and a amall quantity of dried fiah. We 
made our dinner of p-art of eacli of these artldea, 
and then proceeded on without any obBtruttion, 
till after makinB twebe and a half milea we tame 
to a stony isiai\d on the right side of the river, 
opposite to which is a rapid, and a second at its 
lower point. About three aud a half miles beyond 
the island is a umall brook which empties itself 
into a bend on the rl^ht, where we encamped at 
two Indian huts, which are now inhabited. Here 
we met two Indians belonging to a nation who 
reside at tLe mouth of thia rivi:r. We had made 
thirty-one mUes to-day, although the weatherwaa 
warm, and we found the current obstructed by 
nine diflereut rapids, more or less difhcult to pass. 
All these rapids are fisliiug places of great resort 
in the season, and as we passed we observed near 
them slabs and pieces of spht timber raised irom 
the ground, and some entire houses which axe 
vacant at present, but will be occupied as soon oa 
the Indians returii Itom the plains on both sides 
of the river, where our chief informs us they are 
now hunting the antelope. 2\ear eai-h of these 
houses is a small collcctiou of graves, tiie burial 
places of those who frequent these eBtabliehments. 
The dead are wrapped up in robes of skins, and 
deposited in graves, vthich are covered over with 
earth aod marked or secured by little pickets or 
pieces of wood, stuck promiscuously over and 
around it. The country on botli sides, after 
mounting a steep mcent of about two hundred 
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feet, becomes an open, level and ftrtile plain, which 

[Ib, however, as well as the borders of the river it- 

leelf, perfectly destitute ef any kind of timber; and 

[the chief growth which we observed consiBted of 

L few low blackbenieB. W'e killed some geeae and 

Iducks. The wind in the after part of the day 

changed to the eonthwest and became high, but in 

the morning, 

Sattirday 12, it shifted to the east, and we had 
a ftir cool morning. Alter purchaHing all the 
provisions theee Indiana -would sjiare, which 
amounted to only three dogs and a few fish, we 
proceeded. We soon reached a email island, and 
in the course of three milee passed three other 
ialanda nearly opposite to each other, and a bad 
rapid on the left in the neighbourhood of them. 
Within the following seven miles we passed a 
small rapid, and an island on the left, another 
atony island and a rapid on the right, jnst below 
which a brook cornea in on the aanie aide, and 
came to a bend towards the right opposite to a 
small island. From this place we saw some In- 
dians on the hills, but they were too far oil' for ua 
to have any intercourse, and showed no disposi- 
tion to approach us. After g;oing on two miles to 
a bend towards the left, we found the plains, 
which till now had formed ru^ed cliffs over the 
river, leaving smitU and narrow bottoms, become 
much lower on both sides, and the river itself 
wideas to the space of four hundred yards, and 
continues for the same width, the country rising 
by a gentle ascent towards the high plains. At 
two and ft half rollea is a small creek on the left 
opposite to an island. For the three following 
miles, the country is low and open on both sides, 
after which it gradually rises till we reached a 
bend of the river towards the right, three and a 
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half milea fbrther, in the course of whidi we 
passed a rapid aad an island. The wind now 
changed to the eouthwest, and became violent. 
We paijsed au island at the distance of four milee, 
another one mile beyond it, where the water was 
swift and shallow, and two miles further, a rapid 
at the upper point ur a 8mall stony island. We 
went along this island by the mouth of a brook 
on the right, and encamped on the same side 
opposite to a small island close under the leil 
shore. Our day's journey had been thirty milea, 
and we might hare gone still farther, but aa the 
evening was coming on we halted at the head of 
a rapid, which the Indians represented as danger- 
ous to pass, for the purpose of examining it before 
■we set out iu the morning. The country has 
much the same appearance as that we passed 
yesterday, consiating of open plains, which when 
they approach the water are fkced with a dark- 
coloured rugged stone. The river ia as usual 
much obstructed by ielands and rapids, some of 
which are didicult to pass, ^ieither the plains nor 
the borders ol'the river posseaa any timber, except 
a (few hackberry bushes and willows, and aa there 
is not much driftwood, fuel is very scarce. 

Sandiiy I^.— The morning was windy and dark, 
and the rain which began before dayUght, con- 
tinued ti!i near twelve o'clock. Having viewed 
very accurately the whole of this rapid we set 
out, the Indians going on before us to pilot the 
canoea. We found it, ae had been reported, a very 
dangerous rapid, about two miles in length, and 
strewed with rocks in iivery direction, so as to 
require great dexterity to avoid running against 
them. We however paased through the channel, 
which is towards the left, and about the centre of 
the rapid, without meeting with any accident. 
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Two milcB below it we had another bad rapid, a 
mile befond which ia a lar^ creek in a bend to 
the left. This we called Kimooenim cretk. 

On leaving it the river soon became crowded 
with raugh bleu^k rocka, till at the distance of a 
mile it forme a rapid which continues for four 
miles, and daring the latter part of it for a mile 
and a half, the whole river ie aompreseed into a 
narrow channel, not more than twenty-five yards 
wide. The water happened to be low as we 
passed, bat during the high waters, the naviga- 
tion mnet be very dilHciilt. Immediately at the 
end of tiiia rapid, is a large stream in a bend to 
the right, which we called Drewj-er's river, after 
George Drewyer one of the party. A little below 
the mouth of this river is a large fishing eetab- 
lishment, where there are the scaflblds and timbers 
of seTeral houses piled np a^ain^t each other, and 
the meadow adjoining contains a number of holes, 
which seem to have been used as places of deposits 
for fish for a great length of time. There were no 
entire houses standing, and we saw only two 
IndianB who had visited the narrows, but we were 
overtolten by two others, who accompanied na on 
horseback down the river, informing us that they 
meant to proceed by land down to the great i 
river. Nine and a half miles below Drewyer's 
river, we parsed another rapid, and three and a 
half miles liirther reached some high cliffs in a, 
bend to the left. Here after passing the timbers 
of a house, wliich were preserved on forks, we en- 
camped on the right side, near a collection of 
graves, such as we had seen above. The country 
was still an open plain without timber, and our 
day's journey had no variety, except the fishing 
houses which are Ncattered near the situations 
convenient for fishing, but are now empty, Onr 
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two Indian companions spent the night with 
ua. 

Monday 14. — The wind was high Cram the 
Boathweet during the evening-, and this morning 
it changed to tlie west, and the weather became 
very cold until about twelve o'clock, when it 
elutled to the aouthwest, and continued in that 
quarter during the raat of the d.'iy. We act out 
early, and after paeaing some ewift water, reached 
ftt two and a half miles a rocl; of a very singular 
appearance. It was situated on a point to the 
left, at some distance from the ascending country, 
very high and large, and reHembling in its shape 
the hull of a ehip. At five miles we passed a 
rapid ; at eight another rapid, and a email island 
on the right, and at ten and a half a small island 
on the right. We haltad a mile and a hall' below 
for the purpose of examining a much larger and 
more dangerous rapid than those we bad yet 
passed. It is three mjlea in length, and very diffi- 
cult to navigate. We had scarcely set out, whea 
three of the canoes stntk fast in endeavouring to 
avoid the rocks in the channel ; soon after in pass- 
ing two small rocky islands, one of tlie canoea 
struck a rock, but was prevented from upsetting, 
and fortunately we all arrived safe at the lower 
end of the rapid. Here we dined, and then pro- 
ceeded, and soon reacbed another rapid on both 
sides of the river, which was divided by an island. 

As we were descending it one of the boats was 
driven crosswise against a rock in the middle of 
the current. The crew attempted to get her off, 
but the waves dashed over her, and she soon 
filled; they got out on the rock and held her 
above water with great esertion, till another 
canoe was unloaded and sent to her relief; but 
they could not prevent a great deal of her bag- 
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gage from floatiog down the stream, Ah soon as 
afae was lightened, she vvas hurried down the 
channel leaving the crew on the rock. They were 
brought oil" by the test of the party, and the 
caaoti iti^lT, and nearly all that had been waghed 
overboard was recovered. The chief logs was the 
bedding of two of the men, a tomahawk, and 
Home small artieles. But all the rest were wet, 
and though by drying we were able to save the 
powder, all the loose packages of whith weje in 
this boat, yet we lost all the rootii and other pro- 
visions, which are spoilt bj- the water. In order 
to diminish the loss as far as was in our power, 
we halttnl for tlie night on an island, and exposed 
every thing to dry. On landing we found some 
eplit timber Ibr houses which the Indians had very 
Becurelj covered with stone, and also a place 
■where they had deposited their fish. IVe have 
hitherto abetained scrupulously from taking any 
thing belonging to the Indians; but on this occo- 
Bion we were compelled to depart from this rule; 
and as there was no other timber to be found in 
any direction for firewood, and no owner ap- 
peared from whom it eould be purchased, we used 
a part of these split planks, bearing in mind oar 
obligation to repay the proprietor whenever we 
should discover him. The only game which we ob- 
served were geese and ducks, of the latter we 
killed some, and a few of the blue-winged teal. 
Our journey was flfteen miles in length. 

7\iesil!iy 15. — The raoming was fair, and being 
obliged to remain for the purpose of drying the 
baggage, we sent out the hunters to the plaina, 
but they returned at ten o'clock, without having 
eeen even the tracks of any large game, but 
brought in three geeae and t(vo ducks. The plains 
aire waving, and as we walked in them, we could 
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plainlj discover a range of mountaiitB bearing 
Boutheaat and northwest, becoming higher as they 
advanced towards the north, the nearest point 
bearing south about sixty miles fl-om us. Our 
Btores l>eing sufEcientl^' diyto be reloaded, and as 
we Bhttll be obUjj;ed to stop for the purpose of 
making Home celestial observations at the month 
of the river, which cannot be at a great distaoce, 
we concluded to embark and complete the drying 
at that place : we therefore set out at two o'clock. 
Por the first four miles we passed three islands, at 
the lower points of which were the same nnmher 
of rapida, besidea a fourth at a distance itom 
thera. During the next ten miles we pasaed eight 
islands and three more rapida, and reached a 
point of rocks on the left side. The ielands were 
of various sizes, but were all composed of round 
Btone and sand : the rapids were in many places 
difficult and dangerous to pass. About this place 
the country becomes lower than usual, the ground 
over the river not being higher than ninety or a. 
hundred feet, and extending back into a waving 
.plain. Soon al\er leaving this point of rocka, we 
^entered a narrow channel formed by the projecting 
I cliffs of the hank, which rise nearly perpendicular 
' from the water. The river ia not however rapid, 
but gentle and smooth during ita confinement, 
which lasts for three miles, when it falls, or rather 
widens into a kind of basin nearly round, and 
without any perceptible current. After passing 
^ through this basiu, vre were joined by the three 
Indians who had piloted us through the rapids 
since we left the forks, and who in company with 
our two chiefs had gone before us. They had now 
halted here to warn us of a dangerous rapid, 
which begins at the lower point of the basin. As 
the day was too far spent to descend it, we de- 
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termiaed to eiamine belbre we attemptetJ it, and 
, tberelbre landed near an isiand at the head of the 
JTapid, and studied portieularly ail its narrow and 
1 difGcalt parts. The apot wJiere we landed was an 
old fisldug establishment, of which there jet re- 
mained the timberB of a house carefully raised on 
scaffolds to protect them ajfainst the spring tide. 
LKot being able to procure any other fuel, and the 
[night being cold, wc were again obliged to use 
I the property of the Indians, who still remain in the 
ploiue hunting the anteloie. Our progreeB was 
only twenty miles in consequence of the difficulty 
of paeaing the rapids. Our game consisted of two 
t«al. 

W^nesfJsj, 10. — Having esarained the rapids, 
■which we found more diHicult than the report of 
the Indians had induced ub to believe, we eet out 
early, and putting our Indian guide in front, our 
emallest canoe next, and the rest in Buccesuion, 
began the descent: the passage proved to be very 
disagreeable; as there is a continuation ofehoale 
extending from bank to bank for the distance of 
three miles, during which the channel is narrow 
and crooked, and obstructed by large rocks in 
every direction, so as to require great dexterity to 
avoid being dashed on them. V\e got through the 
rapids with no injury to any of the boats except 
the hindmost, which ran on a rock; but by the 
assli^tance of the other boats, and of thuludiane 
who were very alert, she escaped , though the 
baggage she contained waa wet. \\'ithin three 
miles after leaving the rapid we passed three small 
islands, on one of which were the parts of a house 
put on scaffolds as usual, and soon after came to 
a rapid at the lower extremity of three small 
islauds; and a second at the distance of a mile 
and a hajf below them; reaching six miles below 
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the great rapid a point of roclts at a rapid oppo- 
site to the upper point of a small island on the 
left. Three milea further is another rapid ; and 
two miles beyoDd thia a very bad rapid, or rather 
a fall of the river: this, on esaiuiuatlon, proved no 
dilScult to pass, that we thought it imprudent to 
attempt, and therefore unloaded the canoes iind 
made a portage of three quarters of a mile. The 
rapid, which is of about the eaine extent, is much 
brolcen by rocks and shoals, and lias a small 
island in it on the rigtt side. After crossing by 
land we halttd for dinner, and whilat we were 
eating were visited by live Indians, who came up 
the river ou foot in greflt haste: we received them 
kindly, smoked with them, ^nd gave them a piece 
of tobacco to smoke mth their tribe : on receiving 
the present they aet oat to return, and coutinued 
running ae fOMt as thej could while they remained 
in sight. Their curiosity had been excited by the 
accounts of our two chiefs, who had gone on in 
order to apprise the tribes of our approach and of 
our friendly dispositions towards them. Aiter 
dinner we reloaded the canoes and proceeded: we 
soon passed a rapid opposite to the upper point 
of a sandy island on the left, which has a smaller 
island near it. At three miles is a gravelly bar in 
the river: four miles beyond this the Kimooenim 
empties itself into the Columbia, and at its mouth 
has an island just belon~ a small rapid. We hall«d 
above the point of junction on the Kimooenim to 
confer with the ImJians, who hud collected in 
great numbers to receive us. On landing we were 
met by our two chiefs, to whose good offices we 
■were indebted for this reception, and also the two 
Indians who bud parsed us a few days since on 
horseback; one of whom appeared to bea man of 
influence, and harangued the Indians on our ar- 
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rival. After smoking with the ladiana, we formed 
a Cftinp at the point where the tivo riTers unite, 
l''iiear to which we found some driftwood, and were 
BuppUed by our two old cbieft with the stalliB of 
wlllowB and some email bushes for fuel. We had 
ecarcely fixed the camp and got the fires prepared, 
'when a chief came f^om the Indian camp about a 
quarter of a mile up the Columbia, at the head of 
nearly two hundred men: tbej formed a regular 

I procesaion, Iteeping time to the noise, rather the 
mnaic of their drums, which thej' accompanied 
with their Toicea. Ae they advanced they formed 
& semicircle round us, and continned singing for 
Borne time: we then smoked with tliem all, and 
communicated. b,b well as we could by aigns, our 
friendly intentions towards all nations, and our 
joy at lludiag ourselves surrounded by our chil- 
dren: we then proceeded to distribute presents to 

itbem, giving the principal chief a large niedal, a 
Ihirt and handkerchief; to the second chief, a 
medal of a smaller siie, and to a third chief who 
came down il'om some of the upiier villages, a 
Bmall medal and a handkerchief. This ceremony 
being concluded they left us; but in the course of 
the afternoon several of them returned and re- 
mained with U9 till a late hour. After they had 
dispersed we proceeded to purchase provisions, 
and were enabled to collect seven doge, to which 
Eome of the Indians added small presents offish, 
and one of them gave ns twenty pounds of ft.t 
dried horseflesh. 

Thursday, October 17. — The day being fair we 
Were occupied in making the necessary observa- 
3ons for determining our longitude, and obtained 

fta. meridian altitude, from which it appeared that 
ve were in latitude 46^ 15 13' 9. We also 
iueasured the two rivers by cuigtes, and found that 
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at the junction the Colambia Ib nine hundred and 
sixty yarda wide, and Lewis's river five hundred 
and aeventy-five; but aoon after they unite, the 
, former widens to the apace of from one to three 
milea, including the islands. From the point of 
[ junction the country is a continued plain, which is 
I low near the water, {torn which it rises gradually, 
and the only elevation to be seen is a range of 
high country running from the northeast towards 
the southwest, where it joins a range of moun- 
I tains trom the southwest, and is on the opposite 
' Bide about two miles fVorn the Columbia. There 
] Is through this plain i)o tree and scarcely any 
Lahrub, eseept a few willow bushes; and even of 
■mailer plants there is not much more than the 
prickly pear, which is in great abundance, and is 
even more thorny and troublesome than any we 
have yet seen. During this time the principal chief 
came down with several of his warriors and 
' smoked with us: we were also visited by several 
men and women, who offered dogs and fish for 
Bale, hut as the fish waa out of season, and at 
present abundant in the river, we contented our- 
selves with purchasing all the dogs we could otj- 
tain. The nation among which we now are call 
themselves Sokulks; and with them are united a, 
\ few of another nation, who reside on a western 
branch, emptying ituetf into the Columbia a few 
miles above the mouth of the latter river, and 
whose name is Chimnapum. The language of 
both these nations, of each of which we obtained 
a vocabulary, diSers but httle from each other, or 
from that of the Chopunnish who inhabit the 
Eooskooskee and Levris's river. In their drees 
and general appearance also they resemble much 
those nations; the men wearing a rolie of deer or 
antelope skin, under which a Ihw of them have a 
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Gdort leathern shirt. The most striting difference 
between them is among the fematee, the Sokulk 
women being more inclined to corpulency than 
any ire have yet seen : their stature is low, tlieir 
fbces broad, and their heads flattened in such a, 
manner that the forehead is in a straight Une front 
the nose to the crown of the head ; their eyes are 
of a dirty sable, their hair too k coarse and 
black, and braided as above without ornament of 
any kind: instead of weariiig, as do the Chopnn- 
aish, long leathern Hhirts, highly decorated with 
beads and shells, the Soknlk (females have no other 
covering hut a truss or piece of leather tied round 
the hips and then drawn tight between the legs. 
The ornaments usually worn by both sesea are 
large blue or white beads, either pendent from 
their ears, or round the necks, wrists, and arms: 
they have likewise bracelets of brass, copper, and 
horn, and some trinkets of «hells, fish hones, and 
curions feathers. The houses of the Sokulke are 
made of large mate of rushes, and are generally of 
a square or oblong form, rarying in length from 
fifteen to sixty feet, and supported in the inside by 
poles or forks about six feet high : the top Is cov- 
ered with mats, leaving a space of twelve or fif- 
teen inches the whole length of the house, for the 
purpose of admitting the light and sutfering the 
smoke to pass through: the roof is nearly flat, 
which seems to indicate that rains are not com- 
mon in this open country, and the house is not 
divided into aparttnente, the flre being in the mid- 
dle ofthe large room, and immediately under the 
hole in the roof: the rooms are ornamented with 
their net.s, gigs, and other fishing tackle, as welt 
as the bow for each inhabitant, and a large 
quiver of arrows, which are headed with flint 
stones. 
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Ttie Sokulke eeem ta be of a mild and peaceable 

1 43]fipositiou, and live in a state of tM^mparative 
iiappineas. The men like those on the Kimooenim, 
jaxe said to content themaelreH with a single wife, 
vith whom we observe the huabaud shareH the 

I 'labours of procuring subeiHtence much more than 
la usual among savages. What may be considered 
afl an unequivocal proof oC their good diaposition, 
is the great respect which was shown to old age. 
Among other marks of it, we observed in one of 

, ^he houses an old woman perfectly blind, and who 
"We were informed had lived more than a hundred 
"winters. In this state of decrepitude, she occu- 
pied the best position in the house, seemed to be 

r-treated Tvith great kindness, and whatever she 
said was listened to with much attention. They 
-are by no means intrusive, and as their fisheries 
supply them with a competent, if not an abun- 
dant Bubaistenue, although they receive thankfully 
■whatever we choose to give, they do not impor- 
tune UH by begging. The lish is, indeed, their chief 
food, except the roots, and the casual supplies of 
tlie antelope, which to those who iuive only bowa 
nnd arrows, must be very scanty. This diet may 
be the direct or the remote cause of the chief dis- 
order which prevails among them, as well as 
among the Flatheads, on the Kooekooskee and 
Lewis's river. With all these Indians a bad sore- 
ness of the eyes Is a verj^ common disorder, which 
is suffered to ripen by neglect, till many are de- 
prived of one of their eyes, and some have totally 
lOHt the use of both. This dreadlul calamity may 
reasonably, we think, be impubKl to the constant 
reflection of the sun on the waters where they are 
constantly fishing in tlie spring, summer and Ml, 
and during the rest of the year on the snows of a 

«onntry which affords no object to relieve tha 
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eight. Among the Sokulka too, and indeed among^ 
all the tribes whose chief eubsietence ia fieb, we 
have observed that bad teeth are very general: 
some have the teeth, particularly those of the 
upper jaw, worn down to the giims, and many of 
both eexcH, and even of ciiddio age, have lost 
them almost entirely. This decay of the teeth is a 
circHinstanee very unusual among the Indians, 
either of the mountaiua or t!<e jilaina, and seema 
peculiar to the inbabitaiits of the Columbia. We 
cannot avoid regarding as one principal caime of 
it, the manner in which they eat their food. The 
roots are swalioived aa they are dug from th& 
ground, frequently nearly covered with ft gritty 
Band : so litilo idea have they that this is oHunsive, 
that all the roots they olier us for sale are in the 
same condition. A second and a jirincipal cause 
raay be their great use of the dried salmon, the 
bad eltectM of which are most probably increoeed 
by their mode of cooking it, which is simply to- 
warm, and then swidlow the rind, scales and 
flesh without any preparation. The Bokulks pos- 
sess bat frw horses, the greater part oi' their- 
laboare being performed in canoes. 1'heir amuae- 
menta are similar to those of the Missouri Indians. 
In the course of the day captain Clark, in a 
email canoe with two men, ascended the Colum- 
bia, .\t the distance of live miles he [laiised an 
island in the middle of the river, at the head of 
which is a small and not a dangerous rapid. On 
the left bank of the river opposite to this river is, 
a fishing place, consisting of three mat housea. 
Here were great quantities of salmon drying oa 
scaffolds: and indeed fi-om the mouth of the river 
upwards he saw immenae numbers ol'dead salmon 
strewed along the shore or Boating on the surfac* 
of the water, which is bo clear that the salmon 
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maj be seen sn-iaiming in the water at the depth 
of dfteeii or twenty Jtjet. The Indiana who had 
collected oa the banks to view him, now joined 
him in eighteen canoes, and accompanied him up 
the river. A mile above the rapida he came to the 
lower point of an inland irhere the eourse of ;he 
river, which had been 11-om its mouth north 8^° 
west, now became due west. lie proceeded in 
that direction, when observing three houses of 
mats (It a short distance he lauded to vittit them. 
On entering one of the hooaca he found it crowded 
with men, women and children, who immediately 
provided a mat for him to eit on, and one of the 
party undertook to prepare something toeat. He 
began by bringing in a piece of iiine wood that 
had drifted down the river, which be split into 
small pieces, with a wedge made of the eilca' horn, 
by meima of a mallet of etone curiously carved. 
The pieces were then laid ou the fire, and several 
round stones placed upon them: one of theaquaws 
now brought a bucket of water. In which was a 
large salmon about half dried, and as the stones 
became heated, they were put into the bucket till 
the salmon was suiBeiently boiled for use. It was 
then taken out, put ou a platter of rushes neatly 
made, and laid before captaia Clark, aad another 
was boiled for each ol' his men. DurLag these 
preparations he smoked with those about him 
who would accept of tobacco, but very few were 
desirous of smoking, a custom which is not gen- 
eral among thcra, and chiefly used as a matter of 
form in great ceremonies. X^r eating the flsh, 
which was of an excellent flavour, captain Clark 
set out, and at the distance of four miles from the 
last island, came t-o the lower point of another 
near the left shore, wiiere he halted at two large 
mat houses. Here as at the tiiree houbes below, 
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the inltabitaiita were ocenpied in splitting and 
drying Halraon. The multitudes of this fieh are 
almoBt incoceeivable. The water ie bo clear that 
they can readily be Been at the depth of fifteen 
or twenty feet, but at this season they float in 
Bnch quantities down the stream, and are drifted 
ashore, that the Indians have only to collect, split 
and dry them on the scaffolds. Where they pro- 
cure the timber of which these scaflblda are com- 
posed he could not learn, but as there are nothing 
but willow bushes to be seen for a great distance 
from the place, it rendered very probable, what 
the Indians aaaured him by signs, that they often 
used dried fish as fliel for the common occasionB 
of cooking. From this island they showed him 
the entrance of a western branch of the Columbia, 
called the Tapteal, which as far ae could be seen 
bears nearly west, and empties itself about eight 
miles above into the Columbia; the general course 
ofwhich is northwest: towards the southwest a 
range of highland runs parallel to the river, at 
the distance of two miles on the left, while on the 
right side the country is low and corered with the 
prickly pear, and a weed or plant two or three 
ftet high resembling whins. To the eastward is a 
range of mountains about fifty or sixty miles dis- 
tant, which bear north and south; but neither in 
the low grounds, nor in the highlands is any tim- 
ber to be seen. The evening coming on he deter- 
mined not to proceed fhrther than the island, and 
therefore returned to camp, accompanied by three 
canoes, which contained twenty Indians. In th» 
course of his excursion be shot several grouse and 
ducks, and received some presents of fish, for 

L -which he gave in return small pieces of ribbon. 

' He also killed a prairie cock, an animal of the 
pheasant kind, but about the size of a small 
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may be eeen ewiraming in. the water at the depth 
of fifteen or twenty iJ^t. The IndianB who had 
collected on the banks to view him, now joiued 
him in eighteen canoes, and accompanied him np 
the river. A mile above the rapidit he came to the 
lower jioint of an island where the eouree of the 
river, which had been fVom its mouth north S^l" 
wcBt, now btcame due west. He proceeded in 
that direction, when observing three houses of 
mate at a short distance he lauded to visit them. 
On entering one of the houses he found it crowded 
with men, women and children, who immediately 
provided a mat for hira to sit on, and one of the 
party undertook to prejiare something toeat. He 
began by bringing in a piece of pine wood that 
had drifted down the river, which he split into 
small pieces, with a wedge made ofthe elks' horn, 
by means of a mallet of atone curiously carved. 
The pieces wore then laid on the fire, and several 
round stones placed upon them; one ofthesquaws 
now brought a bucket of water, in which was a, 
large salmon about half dried, and as the stones 
became heated, they were put into the bucket till 
the salmon was sufnciently boiled for use. It was 
then taken out, put ou a platter of rushes neatly 
made, and laid belbrc captain Clark, and another 
was boiled for each of hia men. During these 
preparations he smoked with those about him 
who would accept of tobacco, but very few were 
desirous of smoking, a custom which is not gen- 
eral among them, and chiefly used as a matt«r of 
form in great ceremouies. After eating tiie flsh, 
which was of an excellent davour, captain Clark 
set out, and at the distaiico of lour miles from the 
last island, came to the lower point of another 
near the left shore, where he halted at two large 
mat houses, liere as at the three houses below, 
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tbe inbabitanta were occupied in splitting and 
drying salmon. The maltitudea of this Ssb are 
almost intonteivable. The ivaWr is so clear that 
they can readily be seen at the depth of fifteen 
or twenty ffeet, bat at this season they float in 
Boeh quantities down the stream, and are drifted 
ashore, that the Indians have only to collect, split 
and dry them on the Bcafiblds. Where they pro- 
cure the timtier of which these scaffolds are com- 
posed he could not learn, bnt as there are nothing 
but willow bnshes to be seen for a great distance 
from the place, it rendered very probable, what 
the Indians aasnred him by signs, that they often 
used dried Sah as Ihel for the common occasions 
of cooking. From this island they showed him 
the entrance of a western branch oi'the Colnmhia, 
called the Taptee!, which as far as could be seen 
bears nearly west, and empties itself about eight 
miles above into the Columbia; the general course 
of which is northwest: towards the southwest & 
ran^ of highland runs parallel to the river, at 
the distance of two miles on the left, while on the 
right side the country is low and covered with the 
prickly pear, and a weed or plant two or three 
ftet liigh resembling wUns. To the eastward is a 
range of mountains about fifty or sixty miles dis- 
tant, which bear north and south; but neither in 
tbe low gronnds, nor In the highlands is any tim- 
ber to be seen. The evening coming on he deter- 
mined not to proceed further than the island, and 
therefore returned to camp, accompanied by three 
canoes, which contained twenty Indians. In the 
course of his excursion he shot several grouse and 
ducks, and received some presents of fish, for- 
■which he gave in return small pieces of ribbon. 
He also killed a prairie cock, an animal of tbe 
pheasant kind, but about the size of a small 
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tnrkey. It meaeured fVom the beak to the end of 
the toe two teut eis inches and three- qnarWre, 
from the extremity of the wings three i!;et his 
inches, and the leathers of the tail were thirteen 
inches long. Tliis bird we have seen nowhere 
eieept on tliiB river. Its chief food is the grasa- 
hopper, and the seed of the wild plant which ia 
peculiar to this river and the upper parts of the 
Miesonri. 

The men availed themselves of this day's rest to 
mend their clothea, dreesing ekius, and putting 
their arms in complete order, an object always of 
primary concern, but particularly at a moment 
when we are surrounded by so many strangers. 

lYitlay IS.SSe were visited this rooming by 
several canoes of Indians, who joined those who 
were already with us, and aoon opened a numer- 
ous council. We inibrmed them aa we had done 
-all the other Indian nations of our friendship for 
tJiem, and of our desire to promote peace among 
all our red children in this country. This was 
«onYeyed by signs through the means of our two 
ehiefa, and seemed to be perlectly understood. We 
then made o. second chief, and gave to all the 
chiefs a string of wampum, in remembrance of 
■what we had said. Whilst the conference was go- 
ing on four men came in a canoe from a large 
«Qcampment on an island about eight miles below, 
but after staying a ibw minutes returned without 
aaying a word to us. We now procured from the 
principal chief and one of tlie Cuimuapum nation 
-a sketch of the Columbia, and the tribes of his 
nation living along its banks and those of the 
Tapteet. They drew it with a piece of coal on a 
robe, and aa we afterwards transferred to paper, 
it exhibited a valuable specimen of Indian delinea- 
tloo. 
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Having completed the purposes ofonrrtaj, wm 

now be^an to lay in oar etoree, and fish lieing 
out of season, purchased forty dof-s, for which wa 
gave small articles, such as bells, thimbles, knit- 
ting-needles, brass wire, and a tew teads, an ex- 
change with ^hich they all seemed perfectly eatls- 
Oed. These dogs, with eix prairie cocks killed 
this morning, formed a plentiAil supply for th» 
present. We here left our guide and the two 
yonng men who hod accompanied him, two of thft 
three not being willing to go any further, and the 
third could be of no use as he was not acqaaint«d 
with the river below. We therefore took no In- 
dians but our two chiefk, and resumed oar jour- 
ney in the presence of many of the Sokuiks, who 
came to witness our departure. The momingwatt. 
cool and fair, and the wind from the southeast. 
Soon aflier proceeding, 

We passed the island in the month of Leiria 
river, and at eight miles reached a larger island, 
which extends three miles in length. On going- 
down by this island there is another on the rigbt^ 
wliich commences about tbe middle of it, and eon- 
tjnaes for three and a half miles. While they con- 
tinue parallel to each other, they ociiasion & 
rapid near the lower eitremity of the first island, 
opposite to which on the second island are nine 
lodges built of mats, and Intended for the accom- 
modation of the flshermen, of whom we saw 
great numbers, and vast quantities of dried fiak 
on their ecaffoids. 

On reaching the lower point of the island, we- 
landed to examine a bad rapid, and then under- 
took the passage which is very difficult, as th» 
channel lies between two small islands, with two 
others still smaller near the left side of the river. 
Here are two Indian houses, the inhabitants of 
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Whicli were as usual drjing flab. We passed the 
rapid without injury, and fourteen and a half 
milea from the mouth of Lewia'a river, came to ao. 
island near the right shore, on which were two 
Other houeea of ludiaas, pursuing the customarj 
occupation. One laile and a half beyond thia 
place, is a mouth of a small brook under a high 
hill on the left. It eeema to run during its whola 
course through the high country, which at this 
place begins, and riBing to the height of two hun- 
dred feet I'orms cliffs of rugged black rocks which 
project a considerable distance into the river. At 
this place too we observed a mountain to the 
&. W. the form of wliich is conical, and its top 
covered with enow. We followed the river &n it 
entered these highlands, and at the distance of 
two miles reached three islands, one on each side 
of the river, and a third in the middle, on which 
were two liounes, where the Indiana were drying 
flah opposite a small rapid, ^'ear theae a fourth 
island begins, close to the right shore, where were 
nine lodges of Indians, all employed with their 
fiah. Aa we paased they called to us to land, but 
as night was coining on, and there was no ap- 
pearance of wood in the neighbourhood, we went 
on about a mile fiirther, till observing a log that 
had drifted down the river, we landed near it on 
the left aide, and formed our camp under a high 
iiill, after having made twenty miles to-day. Di- 
rectly opposite to us are five houises of Indiana, 
who were drying fish on the same island where we 
had passed the nine lodges, aud on the other side 
of the river we saw a number of horses fiieding. 
Soon after landing, wo were informed b^ our 
chiefs that the large camp of nine houses, be- 
longed to the first chief of all the tribea in this 
quarter, aud that lie Ikod called to request aa to 
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land and pass the ni^^ht with him aa he had 
plenty of wood for ua. Thie inteHigeuc* would 
have been very acceptable if it bad been explained 
Booner, for we were obliged to use dried willows 
for iiiel to cook with, not being able to burn the 
drift-log which had tempted aa to land. We now 
sent the two chiefs along the left side of the river 
to invite the great chief down to spend the night 
■with ua. He came at a late hour, accompanied by 
twenty men, bringing a basket of mashed berries 
which he left as a, present for utt, and formed a 
camp at a short distance from us. The next 
morning, 

Satardaj 19, the great chief with two of his 
inferior chiefe, and a third belonging to a band on 
the river below, made ua a visit at a very early 
hour. The first of these is called Yelleppit, a 
handsome well proportioned man, about five feet 
eight inches high, and thirty-five years of age, 
with a bold and dignified countenance; the re«t 
were not distingniahed in their appearance. We 
emoked with them, and after making a speech 
gave a medal, a handkerchief, and a string of 
wampum to Yelleppit, and a string of wampum 
only to the inferior chiefs. He requeeted us to 
remain till the middle of th'C day, in order that all 
his nation might come and see ua, but we excused 
ourselves by telling him that on our return we 
would spend two or three days with him. This 
conference detained us till nine o'clock, by which 
time great numbers of the Indiana bad come down 
to visit us. On leaving' them, we went on fbr 
eight miles, when we came to an ialand near the 
left shore which continued six miles in length. At 
the lower extremity of it is a small island on 
which are five houses, at present vacant, though 
the ecaSblds of fish are as usual abundant. A. 
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ebort distance below, are two more ielanila, one of 
theia near the middle of the riTer. On thie there 
were eereu bouses; but as soon aa the Indians, 
who were drying fish, eaw us, they fled to their 
houses, and not one of them appeared till we had 
passed, when they earae out in greater nurabera 
than is usual for boueea of that size, which in- 
duced lis to think that the inhabitants of the flee 
lodges liad been alarmed at our approach cuad 
taken refuge with them. We were very desirous of 
landing in order to relieve tlieir apprehensions, 
bnt as there was a bod rapid along the iaiand, 
at! our care was neeesaary to prevent injury to the 
canoes. At the foot of this rapid is a rock, on the 
left shore, which is fourteen miles from our camp 
of last night, and resembles a hat in its shape. 

Four miles beyond this island we came to a 
rapid, from the appearance of which it was judged 
prudent to eiamine it. After landing for that pur- 
pose on the left side, we began to enter the ckan- 
nel which is close under the opposite shore. It is a 
very dangerous rapid, strewed with high rocka 
and rocky islandu, and in many places obstructed 
by shoals, over which the canoea were to be 
hanlod, so that we were more than two hours itt 
passing through the rapids, which extend for the 
same number of milea. The rapid has several 
small islands, and banks of muscles hells arespread 
along the river ia several places. In order to 
lighten the boats, captain Clark, with the two 
chiefs, the interpreter, and his wife, had walked 
across the low grounde on the leil to the foot of 
the rapids. On the way, captain Clark ascended 
a cliff about two hundred feet above the water, 
from which he saw that the country on both aides 
of the river immediately from its cliffs, was low, 
and spreads itself into a level plain, extending for 
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a great distance on all siiJea, To the west at the 
dietanf^e of about oiie humlred and fiilj miles, is a 
very high mountain covered witli enow, aud from 
its directifiQ and appearance, he supposed to be 
the mount St. Helens, laid down hj Vancouver, aa 
visiblti trum tlie mouth of the Columbia: there ia 
also anotlier mountain of a conii;al form, whoee 
top is covered with snow, in a southwest direc- 
tion. As captain Clark Arrived at the lower end 
of the rapid before any, eicept one of the small 
canoes, he eat down on a rotk to wait for them, 
and eeeiug a crane fly across the river, Bliot it, 
and it fell near him. Several Indians had been be- 
fore this passing on the opposite side towards the 
rapide, and noiatt few who had beeu nearly in 
front of him, being either alarmed at his apjjear- 
aace or the report of the gun, fled to their houses. 
Captain Clark ivos aftajd that these people had 
not yet heard that wliite men were coming, and 
therefore, in order to aliay their uueosiness before 
the whole party should arrive, he got into the 
email canoe with three men and rowed over to- 
wards the houses, and while crossing, shot a duck, 
■wliicb ffeU into the wat«r. Aa he approached, no 
person was to bo seen except three men in the 
plains, and they too fled as he came near the 
shore. He landed before flve houses close to each 
Other, but no one appeared, and the doors, wlilch 
were of mat, were closed. He went towards one 
of them with a pipe in his hand, and pushing 
aside the mat entered tlie lodge, where he found 
thirty-two persons, chiefly men and women, with 
a i^w children, all in the greatest consternation i 
some hanging down their heads, others crying and 
wringing their bands. He went up to them all 
aud shook hands with them in the moetMendly 
manner; but their apprebenaionH, which hod for a 
199 



LEWIS AND CLARK'S EXPEDITION 



momeot subsided, revived on his taking oat a 
bnmitiK-glaBB, aa there ■was no roof to the house, 
and lighting hia piiKt: he then offered it to several 
of the men, and djetribut«d among the women 
and children some smalE trinkets which he carried 
about with him, and gradually restored some 
tranquillity among them. He then left this house, 
and directing ea^h of the men to go into a bouse, 
went himself to a second : here he found the in- 
habitants more terrified than those he had first 
Heen ; but he Huceeeded in pacifying thetii, and then 
visited the other houses, where the men had been 
equally succesaful. After leaving the housea he 
went out to sit on a rock, and beckoned to some 
of the men to come tbnd smoke with him; but 
none of them ventured to join him till the canoes 
arrived with the two chiefls, who immediately ex- 
plained our pacific iQtentions towards them. 
Soon after the interpreter's wiffe landed, and her 
presence dissipated all doubts of our being well- 
disposed, since in this country, no woman ever 
accompanies a war party ; they therefore all came 
out and seemed perftK^tly reconciled ; nor could we 
indeed blame them for their terrors, which were 
perfectly natural. They told the two ehiefb that 
they knew we were no"t men, for they had seen na 
fell from the clouds: in fact, unperceived by them, 
captain Clark bad shot the white crane, which 
they had seen fall just before he appeared to their 
eyes: the duck which be had killed also ffell cloae 
by him, and as there were a few clouds flying 
over at the moment, they connected the fall of the 
birds and his sudden appearance, and beUeved 
that he bad himaeif dropped iVom the clouds; the 
noise of the rifle, which they bad never beard be- 
fore, being considered merely as the sound to an- 
aonnce so extraordinary an event. This beUef 
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VBS strengthened, when on entering the room he 
brought down fire from the heavens by means of 
hia burnitig-);lasy : we hooo convinced tliem eatis- 
fiwtorily that we were only mortals, aJid after one 
of our chiefa had esplaioed our hiatory and ob- 
jecta, we ali Bmoked together in grent harmony. 
These people do not speak precisely the same 
language as the Indianti above, but underataud 
them in conversation. In a short time we were 
joined by many of the inhabitants from below, 
several of them on horseback, and all pleased to 
see us, and to esehauge their BhIi and berries for 
a few trinkets. We remained here to dine, and 
then proceeded. At half a mile the hilly country 
on the right side of the river ceased : at eleven 
miles we found a small r^pid, and a mile iiirther 
came to a small island on the left, where there are 
Bome willows. Since we had left the five lodges, 
we passed twenty more, dispersed along the river 
at different parts of the valley on the right; but 
as they were now apprised of our coming they 
showed no signs of alarm. On leaving the island 
we passed three miles further along a country 
which is low on both sides of the river, and en- 
camped under some willoiw trees on the left, hav- 
ing made thirty-six miles to-day. Immediately 
opposite to us is an island close to the left shore, 
and another in the middle of the river, on which 
are twenty-four houses of Indians, all engaged in 
drying fish. We had scarcely landed before abont 
a hundred of them came over in their boats to 
visit us, bringing with tleiu a present of some 
wood, which was very acceptable: we received 
them in as kind a manner as we could— smoked 
■with all of theni, and gave the principal chief a 
string of wampum; but the highest satisfaction 
they enjoyed was tlie music of two of our violins, 
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with which they seemed much delighted ; they re- 
maiued all night at out fireu. 'I'liis tribe is ». 
brancli of the nation called Piahquitpaws, and 
can raise about three hundred and fifty men. In 
dress they resemble the Indians near the forks of 
the Columbia, except tliat their robes are emaller 
and do not reach lower than the waist; indeed, 
three-fourths of them hOjYe acajtely any robes at 
all. The dress of the fbmalee ie equally scanty; 
for they wear only a small piece of a robe which 
covers their shoulders and neuk,and reaches dowa 
the back to the waist, where it is attached by a 
piece of leather tied tight round the body: their 
breasts, which are thus exposed to view, are large, 
iil-shaped, and are Biiif«red to hang down very 
low: their cheek-bones high, their heads flattened, 
and their persous in general adorned with scarcely 
any ornaments. Both seies are employed in cur- 
ing fish, of which they have great quantitieo on 
their scafiolds, 

Sandaj' 20. — The morning was cool, the wind 
from the southwest. Our appearance had excited 
the curiosity of the neiglibourhood so much, that 
before we set out about two hundred Indians had 
collected to see ue, and as we were desirous of 
conciUating their li'iendsbip, we remained to smoke 
and confer with them till breakfitst. We then took 
our repast, which consisted wholly of dog-fiesh, 
and proceeded. We passed three vacant houses 
near our camp, and at six miles reached the head 
of a rapid, on descending which we soon came 
to another, very difficult and dangerous. It is 
formed by achain of large black rocks, stretciiing 
from the right side of the river, and with several 
email islands on the left, nearly choking the chan- 
nel of the river. To this place we gave the nama 
of the Pehcan rapid, from seeing a number of pel> 
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COBB and black cormoraate about it. JuBt below 
it is a smail inliuid near the right ebore, where 
are foar bouses of Indiane, all busj in drying 
fish. At HiitMQ miles ftum our camp we reached 
a bend to the left opposite to a large ielaud, and 
at oue o'clock halted for dianer on the lower 
point of an island on the right side of the chan- 
nel. Close to this was a larger island on the 
Bome Bide, and on the left bank of the river a 
small one, a little below. We landed near soma 
Indian huts, and counted an this cluster ofthree 
islands, seventeen of their houses filled with in- 
habitants, resembling in every respect those higher 
up the river; like the inhabitants, they were busy 
in preparing fish. We purchased of them some 
dried fish, wliich were not good, and a ibw ber- 
ries, on wliich we dined, and then walked to the 
head of the island for the purpose of examining a 
Tault, which we had marked in coming along. 
This place, in which the dead are deposited, is a 
building about sixty feet long and twelve ffeet 
wide, and is forioed by placing in the ground 
poles or forks nix tixt high, across which a, long 
pole is extended the whole kngth of the structure. 
Against this ridge-pole are placed broad boards, 
and pieces of canoes, in a slanting direction, so as 
to form a ehed. It stands east and west,, and 
neither oftke extremities ar« closed. On entering 
the western end we observed a number of bodies 
wrapped carefully in leather robes, and arranged 
la rows on boards, which were then covered with 
a mat. This was the part destined for those wlio 
had recently died : a little farther on, the bones 
half decayed were scattered aboat, and in the 
centre of the building was a large ])ile of them 
heaped promiscuously on each other. At the 
eastern extremity was a mat, on wliich tweatf- 
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one eculls were placed in a circular form, the mode 
of ioterment being first to wrap the body in 
robes, and aa it decays the bones are thrown into 
the heap, and the sculls placed together. From 
the different boards and piecee of canoes wliicb 
form the vault, were suspended on the iiiaide fish- 
ing-nets, baskets, wooden- bowla, robes, ekins, 
trenchers, and trinkets of various kinds, obvi- 
onsly intended ae offerings of affection to deceased 
relatives. On the outside of the vault were th& 
skeletons of several horses, and great quantities or 
bones in the neighbourhood, which induced us to 
believe that these animals were most probably 
sacrificed at the funeral rites of their masters. 
Having dined we proceeded past a smalt island, 
where were four huts of IndianH, and at the lower 
extremity a bad rapid. Half a mile beyond this, 
and at the distance of twenty -four from our camp, 
■we came to the commencement of the highlands 
on the right, wliich are the first we have seen on 
that side since near the Illuscleshell rapids, leaving- 
a valley forty miles in extent. Eight miles lower 
we passed a large island in the middle of the 
river, below which are eleven small islands, five on 
the right, the same number on the left and one in 
the middle of the stream. A brook falls in on the 
right aide, and a small rivulet empties itself be- 
hind one of the islands. The country on the right 
consists of high and rugged hills; the left is a low 
plain with no timber on either aide, except a ffew 
small willow-bushes along the banks; though a 
few miles after leaving these islands the country on. 
the left rises to the same height with that oppo- 
site to it, and becomes an undulating plain. Two- 
miles after passing a small rapid we reached a 
point of highland in a bend towards the right, 
and encamped for the evening, alter a journey oT 
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fbrt^-two milee. The river has been about a 
quarter of a mile in width, with a cnrrent much 
more nnifonn than it wae during the loBt two 
dajB. We killed two epeckled galls, and eererol 
dneks of a delicionB flarour. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Xbe poTvy Ja Qtelr paasage still vMcM b; the ladlana — l^pagtt^s 
rlier deecrlbed—ltntDeiise <|uaDCltles of salmon muebt fay tba 
IndliinB — JJescrkptlon ol the ri ver TowahnahlookB— Indian mode 
oE gtBcklDg Bsh. and preparing them tor market— Descriptloa 
of the great rallD — Dtscrlptlo-D of an ladlaji t^oDoe — Alarm ex- 
cited by aa anticipated attack trom the Eholtoots— i vary don- 
garoua rapid pas'ted In safety, called by tbe Indians the Falla— 
Account ot thB Indian bouses [□ the neighbourhood — Anotlier 
droadtui rapid passed without Injury— Some aiv^unt of the 
ChUluclcltteciuaw Indians— Captain Clarb examines the ffreat 
rapids— SBsciiptlon of an Indian burlal-plaee— The rapids 
passed In safety. 

Monday 21. — The morning waa cool, and the 
vrind iroia the eouthweet. At five and a half 
miles we passed a small island, and one mile and 
a half flirther, another in the middle of the river, 
which has some rapid water near its head, and 
opposite to its lower extremity are eight cabins of 
Indians on the right Hide. We landed near them 
to breakfest; but such is the scarcity of wood, 
that last evening we had not been able to collect 
any thing except dry willows, and of these not 
more than barely euHlcient to cook our supper, 
and this mormng we could not find enough even 
to prepare breakfast. The Indians received us 
with great kindness, an(l examined every thing 
they saw with much attention. In their appear- 
ance and employments, as well as in their lan- 
I jpiage, they do not differ from those higher up the 
river. The dress too is nearly the same; that of 
the men consisting of nothing but a short robe of 
deer or goat skin ; while the women wear only a 
piece of dressed skin, falling from the neck bo ae to 
cover the front of the body as low aa the waiat ; 
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a bandage tied round the body and passing be- 
tween the lega; and over this a short robe of deer 
and antelope skin is occaeionallj thrown. Here 
■we saw two blankets of scarlet, and one of bine 
cloth, and alao a sailor's round jacket; but wo 
obtained only a few pounded roots, and some 
fish, for which we ofcouree paid them. Among 
other things we observed some aeoms, the frnit of 
the whit« oak. These they nee as food either raw 
or roasted, and on enquiry informed us that they 
were procured from the Indians who live near the 
great falls. This place they designate by a name 
very commonly applied to it by the Indians, and 
highly expressive, the word Timm, which they 
pronounce so aa to make it perfectly represent the 
sound of a distant cataract. After breakfast wa 
resumed our journey, and in the course of three 
miles passed a rapid where large rocks were 
strewed across the river, and at the head of which 
on the right shore were two huts of Indians. We 
Btopfjed here for the purpose of eiamining it, as 
we always do whenever any danger is to beappre- 
hended, and send round by land all those who 
cannot swim. Five miles further is another rapid, 
formed by large rocks projecting from each side, 
above which were five huts of Indians on the right 
side, occupied like those we bad already seen, in 
drying fish. One mile below this ia the lower 
point of an island close to the right side, opposite- 
to which on that shore, are two Indian huts. 

On the lelt side of the river at this place, are 
immense piles of rocks, which seem to have slipped 
ftom the cliffs under which they lie ; they continue 
till spreading still fitrtiier into the river, at the 
distance of a mile ftom the island, they occasion a 
Tery dangerous rapid ; a little below which on thft 
light side are five huts. For many miles the tmr 
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ta now narrow and obHtmcted with .very large 
rocks throwa into itii channel; the hills continue 
high and covered, aa ia very rarely the case, with 
a lew low iiine trees on their tops. Between three 
and four miles below the last rapid occurs a 
second, which ia also difficult, and three milee be- 
low it is a email river, which seems to rise in the 
open plains to the southeast, and falls in on the 
left. It is forty yards wide at its mouth; but 
dischargea only a small quantity of water at 
preaeut: we gave it the name of Lepage's river 
from Lepage one of our company. Near this little 
river and immediately below it, wo had to en- 
counter a new rapid. The river ia crowded in 
every direction, with large rocks and amall rocky 
islands ; the passage crooked and difficult, and for 
two miles we were obliged to wind with great 
care along the narrow channels and between the 
huge rocks. At the end of this rapid are four huts 
of Indians on the right, and two miles below five 
more huts on the sam^ side. Here we landed and 
passed the night, after making thirty-three miles. 
The inhabitants of these huts explained to us that 
they were the relations of those who live at the 
great falls. They appear to be of the same nation 
with those we have seen above, whom, indeed, 
they resemble in every thing except that their 
language, although the same, has some words 
different. They have all pierced noses, and the 
men when in full dress wear a long tapering piece 
of shell or bead put through the nose. These jjeo- 
ple did not, however, receive us with the same 
cordiality to which we have been ajL'Customed. 
They are poor; but we were able to purchase 
from them some wood to make a Are for supper, 
of which they have but little, and which they say 
they bring from the great falls. The hills in this 
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neighbourhood are high and rugged, and a ^w 
scattered trees, either small pine or scrubby whit« 
oak, are occasionally men on them. From the 
last rapida we also observed the conical mountain 
towards the BOuthwest, which the Indians say is 
not far to the left of the great falls. From its 
vicinity to that place we called it the Timm op 
Falls mountain. The country through which we 
p^sed is furnished with several fine springs, which 
rise either high up the sides of the hills or else in 
the river meadows, and discharge themselves into 
the Columbia. Wo could not help remarking that 
almost univeraally the fi.ahing eatahlishraentH of 
the Indians, both on the Columbia and the waters 
of Lewis's river, are on the right bank. On en- 
quiry we were led to believe that the reason may 
be found in their fear of the Snake lodiane; be- 
tween whom and themselves, considering the 
warlike temper of that people, and the peacefbl 
habits of the river tribes, it is very natural that 
the latter should be anxious to interpose eo good 
a barrier. These Indians ar« described as residing 
on a great river to the south, and always at war 
with the people of this neighbourhood. One of 
our chiefs pointed out to-day a spot on the left 
where, not many years ago, a great battle was 
fought, in which numbers of both nations were 
killed. We were agreeably surprised this evening 
by a present of some very good beer, made out of 
the remains of the bread, composed of the Pashe- 
coquamash, part of the stores we had laid in at 
the head of the Kooekoosk'ee, and which by fre- 
quent exposure becomes sour and moulded. 

Tuesday 22. — The morning was fair and calm. 
We left our camp at nine o'clock, and alter going 
on for sis miles came to the head of an island, 
and a very bad rapid, where the rocks ai% scat- 
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tered ne&tlj across the river. Jnet above this and 
on the right udo arc eix hute of Indians. At the 
diatance of two miles below, are five more hute; 
the inhabitants of whi* h are a!I engaji^ed in drying 
fieh, and some of theni in their canoes killing &nb 
"With gigs; opposite to this eetabliehmeut ih a 
fimatl island in a bend "towards theright, on which 
there were such quantities offish that we counted 
twenty etaoka of dried aud pounded salmon. This 
amali island is at the upper point of one much 
larger, the sides of wtiieh are high uneven rocks, 
jntting over the water ; here there ia a bad rapid. 
The island coutinues for fbar miles, and at the 
middle of it ia a large river, which appears to 
come from the soutboast, and empties itself oq the 
left. We landed just above its mouth in order to 
examine it, and soon found the route intereepted 
by a deep, narrow channel, running into the 
Columbia above the large entrance, eo aa to form 
a dry and rich island about +0U yards wide and 
eight hundred long. Here as along the grounds of 
the river, the natives had been digging large 
quantities of roota, as the soil was turned up in 
many places. We reached the river about a quar- 
ter of a mile above its mouth, at a place where a 
large body of water ia compressed within a chan- 
nel of about two hundred yards in width, where 
It foams over rocks, many of which are above the 
enrf^e of the water. These narrows are the end 
of a rapid which extends two miles back, where 
the river is closely eonfined between two high 
hills, below which it is divided by numbers of 
large rocks and small iulauds, covered with a low 
growth of timber. Thia river, which is called by 
the Indians Towahaahiooks, is two hundred 
jards wide at its mouth, haa a very rapid cur- 
lent, and cuntributes about one foarth as much 
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water as the Columbia posaeesea before the junc- 
tion. Immediately at the entrance are three eand 
ieiands. and near it the head of an inland which 
runs parallel to the large rocky island. We now 
returned to our boatu. and peseing the mouth of 
the Towahaahiooks went between the ialandB. 
At the dJRtance of two niilee we reached the lower 
end of this rockj island, where were eight hute of 
Indians. Here too, we saw some large logs of 
wood, which were most probablj rafted down the 
Towahnahiooke; and a mile below, on the right 
bank, were sixteen lodges of Indians, with whom 
we stopped to smoke. Then at the distance of 
about a mile paesed six more huts on the same 
side, nearly opposite the low*r estremity of the 
island, which has its upper end in the mouth of 
the Towahnahiooke. Two miles below we came 
to Beventeen huts on the right side of the river, 
situated at the commencemeat of the pitch which 
includes the great falls. Here we halted, and im- 
mediately on landing walked down, accompanied 
by an old Indian from the huts, in order to ex- 
amine the f^llB, and aiM^rtaln on which aide we 
could make a portage most easily. We soon dis- 
covered that the nearest route waa on the rig'ht 
side, and therefore dropped down to the head of 
the rapid, unloaded the canoes and took all the 
baggage over by land to the ibot of the rapid. 
The distance is twelve hundred yards. On settiug' 
out we crossed a solid rock, About one third of 
the whole distance; then reached a space of two 
hundred yards wide, which forms a hollow, where 
the loose sand It'oni the low grounds has been 
driven by the winds, and is ateep and loose, and 
therefore disagreeable to pass; the rest of the 
route is over firm and solid ground. The labonr 
of crossing would have been very inconvenient, if 
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the Indiane had not aeaieted na in carrjiog some 
of the heavy articiee on their horaee; but for thie 
eervice they repiiid thaiiiHelTee ho adroitly, that on 
reaching the foot of the ravine we formed a camp 
in a position wliich might aecure uh from the pil- 
fering of the natives, which we apprehend much 
more than we do their hostilitietj. Near our camp 
are five large huts of Indians engaged in drying 
flat and preparing it for the market. The manner 
of doing thie, ia by first opening the fii^h and ex- 
posing it to the sun oa their scatfolde. When it is 
sufficiently dried it ia pounded fl.ne between two 
stones till it is pulverised, and is then placed in a 
basket about two feet long and one in diameter, 
neatly made of grosa and rashes, and lined with 
the skin of a salmon stretched and dried for the 
purpose. Here they are pressed down as hard as 
possible, iLnd the top covered with skins of fish 
which are secured by cords through the holes of 
the basket. These boskets are then placed iusome 
dry situation, the corded part upwards, seven be- 
ing usually placed as close as they can be put to< 
gether, and five on the top of them. The whole is 
then wrapped up in mats, and made fast by 
cords, over which mats are again thrown. 
Twelve of these baskets, each of which contains 
from ninety to a hundred pounds, form a stack, 
which ia now left eijiosed till it is sent to mar- 
ket; the fish thus preserved are kept sound and 
Bweet for several years, and great quantities ol'it, 
they inform us, are sent to the Indiana who live 
below the falla, whence it finds ita way to the 
whites who visit the mouth of the Columbia. We 
observe both ncor the lodges and on the rocks 
in the river, great numbers of stacks of these 
pounded fiah. 
Besides fish, these people supplied us with fil- 
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berte and berries, and we purchased a dog for 
BDpper; but it was with much difficulty that we 
were able to buy wood enough to cook it. In the 
course of the daj we w^ere visited by many In- 
dians, from whom we learnt that the principal 
chieib of the bands, residing In tliia neighbourhood, 
are now hunting in the mountains towards the 
Bouthweet. On that side of the rivtT none of the 
Indians have any permanent habitations, and on 
enquiry we were confirmed in our belief that it 
was for t^ar of attacks from the Snake Indians 
with whom they are at war. This nation they 
represent aa very numerous, and residing in a, 
great number of villa(i:e8 on the Toivahnahiooks, 
where they live principally on saimon. Tliat river 
they add is not obstructed by rapids above its 
mouth, but there becomes large and reaches to a 
considerable distance: the first villages of the 
Snate Indians on that river being twelve days' 
journey on a course about southeast irom this 
place. 

Wednesday 2r?.— Having a,Hcertained from the 
Indians, and by actual examination, the best 
mode of bringing down the canoes, it was found 
necessary, as the river was divided into several 
narrow channels, by rocks and islands, to ibllow 
the route adopted by the Indians themselvea. 
This operation captain Clark began this morning, 
and after crossing to the other side of the river, 
hauled the canoes over a paint ol' land, so as to 
avoid a perpendicular fall of twenty feet. At the 
distance of four hundred and flfly-seven yards we 
reached the water, and embiLrked at a place where 
a long rocky island compresses the channel of the 
river ivithin the space of a hundred and fifty 
yards, so as to form nearly a semicircle. On 
leaving this rocky island the channel is somewhat 
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wider, but a second and much larger island of 
hard black rock, etill divides it Itom the main 
etream, while on the left shore it ia closely bor- 
dered by perpendicular rocke. Having descended 
in this way for a mile, we reached a pitth of the 
river, which being divided by two large rocks, 
descends with great rapidity down a fall eight 
feet in height: as the boats could not be navi' 
gated down this eteep descent, we were obUged to 
land and let them down as slowly oa possible by 
strong ropes of elk skin, which we had prepared 
for the purpose. They all passed in safety except 
one, which being looi^ by the breaking of the 
ropes, was driven down, but was recovered by the 
Indians below. With this rapid ends the flrat 
pitch of the great falls, which is not great in 
point of height, ajid remarkable only for the 
singular manner in which the rocks have divided 
it« channel. From the marks every where per- 
ceivable at the falls, it is obvious that in high 
floods, which muHt be in the spring, the water 
below the falls rises nearly to a level with that 
above them. Of this rise, which is occasioned by 
some obstructions which we do not as yet know, 
the salmon must avail themselves to paus up the 
river in such multitudes, that that Hah ia almost 
the only one caught in great abundance above the 
falls; but below that place, we observe the salmon 
trout, and the heads of a species of trout smaller 
than tbe salmon trout, which is in great quau' 
titles, and which they are now burying to be used 
as their winter food. A hole of any size being 
dug, the sides and bottom are lined with straw, 
over which skins are laid : ou these the fish, after 
being well dried, is laid, covered v it)i other skins, 
and the hole closed with a layer of earth twelve 
or fifteen inc .es deep. About three o'clock we 
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reached the lower camp, but our joy at baling 
accoQipliehed thia object w&b eomewhat diiuin- 
iBhed, by the persecution of a new ocquaintante. 
On reaching the iip[>er point of the portage, we 
found that the Indians had been encamped there 
not long since, and had left behind them laulti- 
tudea of fleas. Theae eagacioue animals were ao 
pleased to exchange the straw and fi»h skins, in 
which they had been living, for some better reisi- 
denee, that we were eoon covered with them, and 
during tbe portage the men were obliged to Htrip 
to the skin, in order to brush tbeiii from their 
bodiea. They were not, however, so easily dis- 
lodged from our clothes, und accompanied us in 
great numbers to our camp. 

We saw no game except ft sea otter, TOhich waa 
shot in the narrow channel as we came down, 
butwecould not get it. Ha,ving therelbre scarcely 
any provisions, we purchased eight small fatdogs, 
{ir food to which we are now compelled to have 
recourse, for the Indiana are very onwilUng to sell 
DS any of their good fish, which they reserve for 
tbe market below. Fortunately, however, the 
habit of using this animal has completely over- 
come the repugnance hich we tiilt at first, and 
the dog, if not a favourite dish, is always an ac- 
ceptable one. The meridian altitude of to-day 
gives 4o' i2 aT 3-10 north, aa the latitude of 
our camp. 

On the beach near the Indian huts, we observed 
two canoes of a different shape and size Itom any 
which we bad hitherto seen: one of these we got 
in exchange for our sraa-llest canoe, giving a 
hatchet and a few trinkets to the owner, who 
aaid he had purchased it from a white man below 
the falls, by giving him a horse. These canoes are 
very beaatinilly made; they are wide in the mid- 
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die and tapering towards each end, with curious 
fignres carved on the bow. They are thin, but 
being strengthened by croRB bars, about au inch 
in diameter, which are tied with strong pieeps of 
bark through holes in the aides, are able to bear 
very heavy burdens, and eeem calculated to hve in 
the roughest water. 

A great number of Indians both from above and 
below the falls visited ns to-day, and towards 
evening we were infbrmed by one of the chiefs who 
had accompanied ue, that ho had overheard that 
the ladians below intended to attack us a^ we 
went down the river : being at all times ready for 
any attempt of that aort, we were not under 
greater apprehensions than wsuaj at thie intelli- 
gence: we, therefore, only reexamined our arms 
and increased the ammunition to one hundred 
rounds. Our cliieffe, who had not the same mo- 
tives of coufldeiice, were by no means so much at 
their ease, and when at night they saw the In- 
dians leave us earlier than usual, their suspicions 
of an intended attack were confirmed, and they 
were very much alarmed. The next morning, 

Thursday 2-i, the Indians approached us with 
apparent caution, and behaved with more than 
usual reserve. Our two chiefs, by whom these 
circumstancea were not unobserved, now told us 
that they wished to return home ; that they could 
be no longer of any service to ns, and they could 
not understand the language of the people below 
the falls; that those people formed a different 
nation from their own; that the two people had 
been at war with each other, and a» the Indiana 
had expressed a resolution to attack us, they 
would certainly kill tlem. We endeavoured to 
quiet their fears, and requested them to stay two 
nights longer, in which time we would see the 
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Indiane below, and make a peace between the two 
nations. They replieil that they were aniioua to 
return and see tliek boresa; n-e howevLT insi8t«d 
on their reiuHining with us, not only in liiipes of 
bringiuji; about an accomjuodation between them 
and their enumies, bat becausu they might be able 
to detect any ho)4tilc demgais against ui^. and also 
assist ua in paaaing the next fatla, which are not 
far ofT, and repreaented as very ilililcult: they at 
length, fiKTeed to wtay with us tn'o uightd longer. 
About nine o'clock we proceeded, and ou leaving 
our caiijp near the lower i'all, found the river 
about lour hundred yards wide, with a current 
more rapid than usual, though with no perceptible 
descent. At the distance of two and a ball' miles, 
the river widened into a large bend or basin on 
tJie right, at the beginning of which are three hute 
of Indians, At the extremity of this basin stands 
a. high black rock, which,, rising perpendicularly 
from the right ahore, seema to rua wholly acroBS 
the river ; eo totally indeed does it appear to stop 
the paasiige, that we could not see where the 
water escaped, escept that the current appeared 
to be drawa with more than usual velocity to the 
left of the rock, where wae a great roaring. We 
landed at the huts of the Indians, who went with 
us to the top of this rock, f5:om which we eaw all 
the ditfieulties of the channel. We were no longer 
at a loss to account for the rising of the river at 
the falls, for this tremendous rock stretches across 
the river, to meet the high hills of the left ahore, 
leaving a channel of only forty-five yards wide, 
through which the whole body of the Columbia 
must press its way. The water thus forced into 
so narrow a channel, is throM'a into whirls, and 
fiwellH and boils in every part with the wildest 
agitation. But the alternative of carrying the 
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boats over this bigb rocit waa almoBt impossible 
in our present situation, and as the cliief danger 
seemed to be not irom any rocks in tlie eiiannel, 
but from the great waves and whirlpools, we re- 
solved to try the passage in our boats, in hopes 
of being able by dest«rouB steering to escape. 
Tliis we attempt^, and with great care were able 
to get through, to the aHtoaisbraent of all the 
Indians of the huta we had just passed, who now 
collected to see ns from the top of the rock. The 
channel continues thus eonSned within a space of 
aboat half a mile, when the rock ceased. We 
passed a single Indian hut at the foot of it, where 
the river again enlarges itseli'to the width of two 
hundred yards, and at the distance of a mite and 
a half stopped to view a very bad rapid ; this is 
formed by two rocky islands which divide the 
channel, the lower and larger of which ia in the 
middle of the river. The appearance of this place 
was BO unpromising, that we unloaded all the 
most valuable articles, such as gunn, ammunition, 
our papers, &v, and aent tbem by land with all 
the men that could not swim to the extremity of 
the rapids. We then descended with the canoes 
two at a time, and though the canoes took in 
some water, we all went through safely; afber 
which we made two miles, and stopped In a deep 
bend of the river towarde the right, and encamped 
a little above a large village of twenty-one houaea. 
Here we lauded, and as it was late before all the 
canoes joined ua, we were obliged to remain here 
this evening, the difficulties of the navigation hav- 
ing permitted us to make only sis miles. This 
village is situated at the extremity of a deep bend 
towards the right, and immediately above a ledge 
of high rocks, twenty feet above the marka of the 
highest Hood, but broken in several places, so aa 
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to form channels whieh are at present dry, ei- 
tending nearly a«roBa the river; thia forme the sec- 
ond fall, or the place moHt probably wMch the 
Indians indicate by the word Timra. Wliile the 
cano«8 were coming on, captain Clark walked 
with two men down to examine these channels. 
On these rouka the Indians are accustomed to dry 
fish, and ae the eeawsn for that purpose is now 
over, the poiea which they usje are tied up very 
securely in bundles, and placed on the ecafiblds. 
The stock of fish dried and pounded were so 
abundant that he counted one hundred and seven 
ofthem making more than ten thousand pounds 
of that provision. After esamining the narrowa 
as weil as the lateness of the hour would permit, 
he returned to the village though a rocky open 
country, infeeted with polecats. This village, the 
residence of a tribe called the Echeloota, consista 
of twenty-one housea, atjattered promiscuously 
over an elevtited aituation, near a mound about 
thirty feet above the common level, which haa 
some remains ol' houses on it, and bears every 
appearance of being artificial. 

The housea, which are the first wooden buildings 
we have seen since leaving the lUinois country, 
are nearly equal in size, and exhibit a very singu- 
lar appearance. A large hole, twent.v teet wide 
and thirty in length, is dug to the depth of six 
fyet. The sides are then lined with split pieces of 
timber, rising just above the surface of the ground. 
which are smoothed to the same width by burn- 
ing, or shaved with small iron axea. These tim- 
bers are secured in their erect position by a pole, 
stretched along the side of the building near the 
eaves, and supported on a strong post fixed at 
each corner. The timbers at the gable ends rise 
gradually tiigher, the middle piecea being the 
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broadest. At the top of these is a sort of semi- 
circle, made to receive a ridge-pole, the whole 
len^h of the house, propped by an additional 
poet in the middle, and forming the top of the 
roof. From this ridgepole to the eavea of the 
house, are placed a iiumtKr of email poles or 
rafters, secured at each end by fibres of the cedar. 
On these poles, which are conaect<!d by small 
tranevcrse bars of wood, is laid a covering of the 
white cedar, or arbor vitae, kept on by the 
strands of the cedar fibres: but a email distance 
along the whole length of the ridge-pole is left 
nncovered for the purpose oi'Iight, and permitting 
the smoke to pase through. The roof thue formed 
has a descent about eqnal to that common 
amongst us, and near the eaves is perforated with 
a number of email holes, made most probably to 
discharge their arrows in case of an attack. The 
only entrance is by a email door at the gable end, 
tut out of the middle piece of timber, twenty-nine 
and a half inches high, and fourteen inches brood, 
and reaching only eighleen inehee above the earth. 
Before this hole is hun^ a mat, and on pushing it 
aside and crawling through, the descent is bj a 
email wooden ladder, made in the form of those 
used amongst us. Ooa half of the inside is used as 
a place of depoeit for their dried flsh, of which 
there are large quantities stored away, and with 
a few baskets of l>errie8 form the only family pro- 
visions ; the other half adjoining the door, remains 
for the accommodation of the family. On each 
eide are arranged near the walls, small beds of 
mats placed on little scaffolds or bedsteads, raised 
ttom eightfien inches to three fljet from the ground, 
and in the middle of the vacant space is the fire, or 
sometimes two or three fires, when, rm is indeed 
usually the case, the house contains three lamilies. 
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The inhahitants reeeiTed ua with great kindneag 
— inTited ua to their houses, and in the evening, 
after onr camp had been forine<l, came in great 
numbere to see ub; accompanying them waa b. 
principal chieT, and several of the warriors of the 
nation below the great narrowa. We made use of 
this opportunity to attempt a reconciliation be- 
tween them and our two chieft, and to put an end 
to the war which had disturbed the two nations. 
By representing to the chiefa the evils which the 
war inflicted on them, and the wants and priva- 
tions to which it subjects them, they soon became 
disposed to conciliate with each other, and we 
had some reaeon to be satiaBed with the sincerity 
of the mutual proffeasions that the war should no 
longer continue, and that in fliture they would 
live in peace with each other. On concluding this 
negotiation we proceeded to invest the chief with 
the insignia of command, a medal and some small 
articles of clothing; after which the violin waa 
produced, and our men danced to the great delight 
of the Indiana, who remained 'with us till a late 
hour. 

Friday, 25.— We walked down with several of 
the Indiana to view the part of the narrows which 
they represented as most dangerous ; we found it 
very difficult, but, aa with our large canoes the 
portage was impracticable, ive concluded on car- 
rying our moat valuable articles by land, and 
then hazarding the passage. We therefore re- 
tnmed to the village, and after sending some of 
the party with our best stores to make a portage, 
and flied others on the rock to assist with ropes 
the canoes that might meet with any difliculty, 
we began the descent, in the presence of great 
numbers of Indians who had collected to witness 
tbw exploit. The channel for three milea is worn 
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through a hard rough black rock ftom fifty to 
one hundred yards wide, in which the water 
Bwells and boils in a tremendous manner. The 
three first canoes escaped very well; the fourth, 
however, had nearly filled with water; the fifth 
passed through with only a small quantity of 
water over her. At half a mile we had got 
through the worst part, and having reloaded our 
canoea went on very well for two and a half 
miles, except that one of the boats waa nearly 
lost by running against a rock. At the end of 
this channel of three miles, in which the Indians 
inform us they catch as many aalmon aa they 
wish, we reached a deep basin or bend of the river 
towards the right, near the entrance of which are 
two rocks. We crossed the baain, which has a 
quiet and gentle curreat, and at the distance of a 
mile from its commencement, and a little below 
where the river resumes its channel, reached a 
rock which divideo it. At tiiis place we met our 
old chiefs, who, when we began the portage, had 
walked down to a village below to smoke a pipe 
of friendship on the renewal of peace. Just after 
our meeting we saw a chief of the village above, 
with a party who had been out bunting, and were 
then croBHing the river with their horses on their 
way home. We landed to smoke with this chief, 
whom we found a bold looking man of a pleasing 
appearance, about fifty years of age, and dressed 
in a war jacket, a cap, leggings and moccasins: 
we presented him with a medal and other small 
articles, and be gave us some meat, of which he 
had been able to procure but little; for on hie 
route he had met with a war party of Indians 
from the Towabnahiooks, between whom there 
waa a battle. We here smoked a parting pipe 
with OUT two faithful friends, the chiefk, who had 
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accompanied ne from the heads of the river, an< 
who now had each bought -a horse, inteoding %i 
go home by land. On leaving thia rocl; the rivo 
ie gentle, but strewed with a great number of 
rocks for a (few miles, when it becomes a beautifbl 
Btill stream about half a mile wide. At five milee 
from the large bend we came to the mouth of a 
creek twenty yards wide, heading in the range of 
mountains which run S. S. W. and S. W, for a, 
long distance, and discharging a considerable 
quantity of water; it is called by the Indiana 
yuenett. We halt«d below it under a high point 
of rocks on the left; and as it was necessary to 
make some celestial obserra.tions, we formed a 
camp OQ the top of these rocks. This situation is 
perfectly well caJculated for defence in case the 
Indians should incline to attack us, Ibr the rocks 
form a sort of natural fortification with the aid of 
the river and creek, and is convenient to hunt 
along the foot of the mountflJns to the west and 
southwest, where there are several epeciee of tim- 
ber which form fine coverts for game. From thia 
rock, the pinnacle of the round mountain covered 
with snow, which we had seen a short distance 
below the forks of the Columbia, and which we 
had called the Falls or Timm mountain, is south 
43 west, and about thirty-seven miles distant. 
The f^ce of the country ou both sides of the river 
above and below the falls is steep, rugged, and 
rocky, with a very small proportion of herbage, 
and no timber, except a few buBhes: the hills, 
however, to the west, have some scattered pine, 
white oak and other kinds of trees. Ail the tim- 
ber used by the people at the upper falls is railed 
down the Towahaabiooks ; and those who live at 
the head of the narrows we have just passed, 
bring their wood in the same way from thto 
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creek to the lower part of tlie narrows, from 
which it ie carritHl tbree miles by land to their 
habitations. 

Both above and below, an we!! as in the nar- 
rows, we saw a great nnmher of sea-ott^r or 
eeala, luid this eveaing; oae deer waa killed, and 
great eigas of that animal i^een near the camp. 
In the creek we allot a goose, and saw luiich ap- 
pearance of heaver, and one of the party also aaw 
a, &e)i, whieh he took to be a drnm-fish. Among 
the willowa we found aeverai snares, set bj the 
natives for the purpose of catching wolves. 

Sa,tniila.y, l!f>. — The morning was fine: w^e sent 
eis men to hunt and to collect resin to i)itch the 
canoes, which, by being frequently hauled over 
rocks, have become very leal:y. The canoes were 
also brought out to dry, and on examination it 
was found that many of the articles had become 
spoiled by being reiJeatedly wet. We were occu- 
pied with the obaervations necessary to determine 
our longitude, and with conferences among the 
Indians, many of whom came on horseback to the 
opposite shore in the forepart of the day, and 
ehowed some aniciety to cross over to us: we did 
not however think it proper to send for them, but 
towards evening two chief's with fifteen men came 
over in a small canoe : they proved to he the two 
principal chiefs of the tribes at and above the 
falls, who had been abeent on a hunting excursiou 
as we passed their residence r each of them on their 
arrival made ua a present of deer's flesh, and 
email white cakes made of roots. Being anxious 
to ingratiate ourselves In their favour so as to 
ensure a friendly reception on our return, we 
treated them with all the kludiiesd we could 
show: we acknowledge the diicft, gave a medal 
of the email size, a red silk handkerchief, an arm- 
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band, a. knif^, and a, piec« or paint to each cbler, 
and 8nia)l presents to several of the party, and 
half adeer: these attentions were not lost on the 
Indiana, who appeared very well pleased with 
them. At night a fire wa^s made in the middle of 
our camp, and ae the Indiana sat round it our 
men danced to the music of the violin, which so 
delighted theni that several raHoived to remain 
I irith UH alt night; the rest crossed the river. All 
[ the tribes in this neighbourhood are at war with 
the Snake Indians, whom th«^y all describe an liv- 
ing on the Towahnahiooks, and whose nearest 
town is said to be four days' march from this 
place, and in a direction nearly aoutliweBt: there 
has lately been a battle between these tribes, but 
TPe could not awertain the loss on either side. 
The water rose to-day eight inches, a rise which 
■we could only ascribe to the circumstance of th» 
wind's having been np the river for the last 
twenty-four hours, since the influence of the tide 
cannot be sensible here on account of the falls 
below. The hunters returned in the evening; they 
had seen the tracks of elk and bear in the moun- 
tains, and killed five deer, four very large gray 
squirrels, and a grouse: they inform ua that the 
country off the river ie broken, etony, and thinljr 
tirabered with pine and white oak; besides these 
delicacies one of the men killed with a gig a sal- 
mon trout, which, being fried in some bears oil, 
which had been given to us by the chief whom we 
had met this morning below the narrows, fur- 
nished a dish of a very delightful flavour. A 
number of whit« cranes were also seen fljing in 
different directions, but at such a height that we 
couid not procure any of th^em. 

The fleas, with whom we had contracted an 
intimacy at the falls, are so unwilling to leave ub, 
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that the men are obliged to tlirow off all their 
clothes, ia order to relieve themselves from their 
persecution. 

Saiiday 27. — The wind was high from the west- 
ward during laet night and this morning, but the 
weather being I'nir we continued our celestial ob- 
servations. Tiie two chiefs who remained with 
ua, were joined by seven Indians, who uanie in a 
eanoe from below. To these men we were verj 
particular ia our attentions; we smoked ojid eat 
with thera ; but some of them who were tfliapted 
by the sight of our goods exposed to dry, wished 
to talte liberties with them ; to which wu were un- 
der the neceaaity of putting an imuiediat.e check; 
this restraint displeased them so much, that they 
returned down the river in a very ill humour. 
The two chiefs however remained with ua till the 
evening, when they crossed the river to their 
party, iiefbre they went we procurediVom them a 
vocabulary of the Echeloot, their native language, 
and on comparison were surprised at its difference 
ttoin that of the Eneeshur tongue. In fact al- 
though the Echelootfl, who live at the great 
n&rrowB, are not more tlian six miles from the 
Eneeshura or residents at and above the great 
falls, the two people are separat^id by a broad 
distinction oflanguage. The I-'neeshura areunder- 
stood by all the tribes residing on the Columbia, 
above the iklls ; but at that place they meet with 
the uaintelligible language of the Kcheloota, which 
then descends the river to a considerable distance. 
Tet the variation may possibly be rather a deep 
ehade of dialect than a radical difierence, since 
among both many words are the same, and the 
identity cannot be accounted for by supposing 
that their neighbourhood has interwoven them 
Lato their daily conversations, because the same 
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'worde (tre eqnally familiar among' all the Flathead 
banda which we have passed. To all these tribee 
too the strange clucking or guttural noiee which 
first struck ue is common. They alao flatten the 
heade of the children in nearly the same manner, 
but we now begin to observe that the heada of 
the males, as well as of the other sei, lire sub- 
jected to this operation, ivhereae among the 
mountains the custom baa oonfined it almost to 
the females. 1'he liuaters brought home four deer, 
one gronse, and a squirrel. 

Monday 28.— The morning was again cool and 
windy. Having dried our goods, we were about 
setting out, when three canoes came from above 
to visit us, and at the satue time two others 
from below arrived for the same purpose. Among 
these last was an Indian who wore his hair in a 
queue, and had on a round bat and a sailor's 
Jacket, which he said he had obtained from the 
people below the great rapids, who bought them 
from the whites. This interview detained us till 
nine o'clock, when we proceeded down the river, 
■which is now bordered with cliffs of loose dark 
coloured rocks about ninety fbet high, with a thin 
covering of pine and other small trees. .4t the 
distance of four miles we reached a small village 
of eight houses under some high rocks on the 
right, with a email creek on the opposite side of 
the river. We landed and found the houses similar 
to those we had seen at the great narrows; on 
entering one of them we saw a liritish muHket, a 
CQtlass, and several brass teakettles, of which, 
they seemed to be very tbnd. There were figures 
of men, birds, and diflisrent animals, which were 
cut and painted on the boards which form the 
Bides of the room, and though the workmanship 
of these uncouth figures was very rough, they 
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■were as liighly peteemed by the Indians ae tbe 
finest freBtoes of more civilised peojile. Thia tribe 
is called the Chilluckittequtiw, and their language 
althoafjU somewhat different from that of the 
Echeloota, has many of the same words, aud is 
Bufficiently int«liigiblB to the neighbouring In- 
dianB. We proi^ured from them a vocabulary, and 
then alter buying iive timall doga, some dried ber- 
ries, aoid a white bread or cake mode of roote, we 
left them. The wind however rose so high, that 
we were obliged afber going one mile to land on 
the left side oppoaite "to a rocky island, and puea 
tbe day there. We formed our camp in a niche 
above a point of high rocks, and as it was the 
only sale harbour we conld find, nubniittfid to the 
inconvenience of lying on the eand, esiiosed to 
the wind and rain duringall theevening. The high 
■wind, which obliged us to consult the safety of 
our boats by not venturing fljrther, did not at all 
prevent the Indians from navigating the river. 
We bad not been long on shore, before a canoe 
■with a man, his ■wilfe and two children, came 
from beiow through tbe high waves with a few 
roots to sell; and soon after we were visited bj 
many Indians from the village above, with whom 
we smoked and conversed. The canoea used by 
these people are like those already described, built 
of white cedar or pine, very liglit, wide in the 
middle, and tapering towards the ends, the bow 
being raised and ornamented ■with carvings of the 
heads of animaia. As the canoe is the vehicle of 
transportation, tbe Indians have acquired great 
dexterity in the management of it, and guide it 
safely over the highest waves. They have among 
their utensils bowls and baskets very neatly made 
of Hmall bark and gritiiB, in which they boil their 
provisions. The only game eeen to-day were two 
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deer, of which only one was killed, the other waa 

wouiided but escaped. 

Tueedaj 29. — The morning woe Btill elondy, and 
the wind from the weat, but aa it had abat^^d its 
violence, we set out at daylight. At the distance 
of four miles we passed a creek on the right, one 
mile below which ia a villiige of seven hoiiseB on 
the same aide. This in the residence of the prin- 
cipal thief of the Cliilluckittequaw nation, whom 
we now found to be the aame between whom and 
our two chiefs we had made a i)eace at the Eche- 
]oot village. lie received ua very kindly, tind set 
before us ])Ounded fish, filberts, nute, the berries of 
the SacajiomuiiB, and white bread raadeofroota. 
We gave iu return a bracelet of ribbon to each of 
the women of the houae, with whith they were 
very much pleased. The chief had several articles, 
euch OH scarlet and blue cloth, a sword, a jacket 
and hat, which must have lieeu procured ttom the 
whitfia, and ou one aide of the room were two 
wide split boards placed together, bo as to make 
epace for a rude iigure of a man cut and painted 
on them. On poiuting to this and asking them 
what it meant, he said something, of which all we 
understood waa "good," and then atepped to the 
image and brought out his bow and quiver, 
which, with some other warlike inatrumeute, were 
kept behind it. The cliief then directed hia wile to 
hand him his medicine-bag, from which he brought 
out fourteen fore-fingers, which he told uH bad 
once belonged to the uame number of hia euemiea, 
whom he had killed iu fightiog with the nations 
to the southeast, to which place he pointed, allud- 
ing no doubt to the Snake Indiana, the common 
enemy of the nationa on the Columbia. This bag 
is about two feet in length, containing roots, 
pounded dirt, &e. which the ludlans only know 
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how to appreciate. It ia Buepended in the middle 
of the lodgu, and it is supposed to be a species of 
sacrilege to he touclied by any but tho owner. It 
ia an object of reiigioua fear, and it ia from itH 
sanctity the eafeat place to deposit their medala 
and their more valuable articles. The Indiana 
have likewise email hags which they preserve in 
their great medicine-bag, from whence they are 
taken and worn aronnd their waieta and necka aa 
amulets against any rea.1 or imaginary evils. This 
waa the ttrat time we hiui ever known the Indiana 
to carry from the field any other trophy eicBpt 
the Bcalp. They were shown with great exulta- 
tion, and after an harangue which we were left to 
presume was in praise of his eiploita, the fingers 
were carefully replaced among the valuable con- 
tents of the red medicine-bag. This village being 
part of the same nation with the village we 
passed above, the language of the two is the 
same, and their houses of similar form and mate- 
rials, and calculated to contain about thirty 
bouIh. The inhabitanta were unusually hospitable 
and good-humoured, ao that we gave to the place 
the name of the Friendly village. We breakfasted 
here, and after purchasing twelve dogs, lour sackc 
of fish, and a few dried berries, proceeded on our 
journey. The hills as we passed are high with 
steep and rocky sidea, and some pine and white 
oak, and an undergrowth of abrubs scattered over 
them. Four miles below this village is a small 
river on the right side; immediately below ia a 
village of Chilluckittequaws, eonsisting of eleven 
houses. Here we landed and smoked a pipe with 
the inhabitants, who were very cheerfhl and 
friendly. They as well as the people of the last 
village inform u^, that this river comea a consid- 
erable distance from the N. N. E. that it haa a 
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great nnmber of fiills, which prevent the salmon 
from paeeiog up, and that there are ten nations 
reeiding on it who eubsiet ou Iwrrlea, or such 
game ae thej can procure with their bows and 
arrows. At Its mouth the river ia sixty yards 
wide, and has a deep and very rapid channel. 
From the number of falls of which the Indiana 
spoke, we gave it the na.rae of Cataract river. 
We purcbaaed four dofs, and then proceeded. 
The country as we advance ia more rocky and 
broken, and the pine and low white oak on the 
billa increase in great quantity. Three milee be- 
low Cataract river we pasaed three large rocka in 
the river; that in the middle is large and longer 
tbau the rest, and from the circumstance of its 
having several square vaults on it, obtained the 
name of Sepulchre island. A short distance below 
are two huta of Indians on the right: the river 
now widens, and in three milea we came to two 
more houses on the right; one mile beyond which 
is a rocky island in a bend of the river towards 
the left. Within the next sis milee we passed four- 
teen huts of Indians, scattered on the right bank, 
and then reached the entrance of a river on the 
left, which we called Labieshe'e river, after Ivabio- 
she one of our party. Just above this river is a 
low ground more thickly timbered than usual, 
and in front are four huts of Indians on tlie bank, 
which are the first we have seen on that eide of 
the Columbia. The exception may be occasioned 
by this spot's being more than usually protected 
from the approach of their enemies, by the creek, 
and the thick wood behind. 

We again embarked, and at the distance of a 
mile passed the mouth of a rapid creek on the 
right eighteen yards wide : in this creek the In- 
dians whom we left take their fish, and &om the 
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number of cftaoea which ivcre in it, we called it 
Canoe creek. Oppoaite to this creek ie a large 
Bandbar, which oontinuea for fonr niileB along the 
left side of the river. Just below this a beantiAil 
caaciide falls in on theleft over a precipice of rock 
one hundred fbet in height. One mile further are 
four Indian huts in tha low ground on the left; 
and two miles beyond this a point of land on the 
ri((ht, where the mountnins become high on both 
eides, and possess more timber and greater varie- 
ties of it than hitherto, and those on the left are 
covered with snow. One mile from this point we 
halted for the night at three Indian huts on the 
right, having made thirty-two miles. On our first 
arrival they seemed surprised, hut not alarmed at 
our appearance, and we soon became intiniate by 
means of smoking anJ our favourite entertain- 
ment for the Indiana, the violin. They gave us 
fruit, some roots, and root-bread, and we pur- 
chased from thera three dogs. The houses of these 
people are similar to those of the Indiana above, 
and their language the aarae : their dress also, con- 
sisting of robes or skins of wolves, deer, elk, and 
wild-eat, is raade nearly after the same mode!: 
their hair is worn in plaits down each shoulder, 
and round their neck ie put a strip of some shiit 
■with the tail of the animal hanging down over the 
breast: like the Indiana above they are fond of 
otter skinH, and give a great price for them. We 
here saw the skin of a mountain sheep, which 
they say live among the rocks in the mountains; 
the skin was covered with white hair, the wool 
long, thick, and coarse, with long coarse hair on 
the top of the neck, ond the back reaemhling 
somewhat the bristles of a goat. Immediately 
behind the village is a pond, in which were great 
nurabera of small awan. 
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Wednesdaj; 30.— A moderate rain fell during all 
last night, liat the morning waa too!, and alter 
taking a seant.v breckrast of deer, wu proceeded. 
The river is now about threo-quartera of a mile 
wide, with a current so gentle, that it doei? not 
exceed one mile and a half an hour; but it» course 
is oliBtrueted \iy the projection of large rocks, 
which neemed to have fallen iiroiiiiwuoualj fVom 
the uiouDtains into the bed of the river. On the 
left Bide four different Htreama of watsr euipty 
themselves in caseadea from the IuUh: what is, 
however, most sirigular is, that there are stumps 
of pine trees scattered to wome distaute in the 
river, which baa the apjiearance of being dammed 
below and forced to encroach on the shore: these 
obstructions coutinue till at the distance of twelve 
miles, when vre came to the mouth of a river on 
the right, where we landed : we found it sixty 
yards wide, and its banks jiossess two kinda of 
timber which we had not Litherto seen; one is a 
very large species of ash; the other resembUug in 
its bark the beech; but the tree itself, as also the 
leaves, are araaller. We called this stream Cru- 
satte'a river, after Crusatte, one of our men: 
opposite to its mouth the Columbia widens to the 
distauce of a mile, with a large sandbar, and 
large stones and rocks scattered through thechan- 
nel. We here saw several af the large buMards, 
which are of the else of the largest eagle, with the 
under part of their v.'iags white- we ulso shot a 
deer and three ducks; on part of which we dined, 
and then continued down the Columbia. Above 
Crnsatte's river the low grounds are about three 
quarters of a mile wide, rising gradually to the 
hills, and with a rich soil co vered with grass, fern, 
and other sraall undergrowth j but below, the 
country rises with a Btee|> ascent, and soon the 
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mountains approach to the river with steep rug- 
ged sides, covered with a very thick growth ol' 
pine, cedar, Cottonwood, and oat. The river ia 
Htill strewed with large roclrs. Two and a half 
miles below Crnsatte's river is a. large creek on the 
right, with a small island in the mouth. Juet 
below this creek we passed along the right aide of 
three small islands on the right bank of the river, 
with a larger island on the opposite side, and 
landed on an island very nefir the right shore at 
the head of the great shoot, and opposite two 
smaller islands at the fall or ehoot itself. Just 
above the island on which we were encamped is a 
small village of eight large honsea in a bend on 
the right, where the country, from having been 
very mountainous, becomes low for a short dis- 
tance. We had made fifteen miles to-day, during 
all which time we were kept cooatantly wet with 
the rain; but as we were able to get on thia 
island some of the ash which we saw for the first 
tJrae to-day, and which makes a tolerable fire, we 
were aa comfortable as the moiatness of the even- 
ing would permit. Ab soon as we landed, captain 
Lewis went with five men to the village, which is 
situated near the river, with ponds in the low 
grounds behind: the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants were absent collecting roots down the river: 
the few, however, who were at home, treated him 
very kindly, and gave hira berries, nuts, and fish; 
and in the house were a gnn and several articles 
which must have been procured from the whites; 
but not being able to procure any information, he 
returned to the island. Captain Clark had in the 
meantime gone down to examine the shoot, and 
to discover the best route for a portage. He fol- 
lowed an Indian path, which, at the distance of a, 
mile, led to a village on an elevated situation, tha 
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hotieeB of which hod been large, but built in a 
different ibrni from anj- we had jet aeen, but 
which had been lately abandoaed, the greater 
part of the boards b«ing put into a pond near the 
village : this was most probo.bly for the purpose of 
drowning the fleas, which were in immense quan- 
tities near the housea. After going about three 
miles the night obliged him to return to camp : 
he resumed hie search in the nioriiing, 

Thursday, 31st, through the rain. At the ex- 
tremity of the basin, in which is situated the 
island where we are encamped, several rocks and 
rocky islands are interspersed through the bed of 
the river. The rocks on each side have fallen 
down from the mountains ; that on the left being 
high, and on the right the hill itself, which is 
lower, slipping into the river; so that the current 
is here compressed within a space of one hundred 
and fifty yards. Within this narrow limit it runs 
for the distance of four hundred yards with great 
rapidity, swelling over the rocks with a fall of 
about twenty Ibet: it then widens to two hundred 
paces, and the current for a short distance be- 
comes gentle; but at the distance of a mile and 
a half, and opposite to the old village mentioned 
yesterday, it is obstructed by a very bad rapid, 
where the waves are unusually high, the river 
being confined between large rocks, many of which 
are at the surface of the water. Captain Clark 
proceeded along the same path be had taken be- 
fore, which led him throu}!:h a thick wood and 
along a hill side, till two and a half miles below 
the shoots, he struck the river at the place whence 
the Indians make their portage to the head of the 
shoot: he here sent Crusatte, the principal water- 
man, up the stream, to examine if it were practi- 
cable to bring the canoes down the water. In the 
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meantime, he, with Joseph Fields, continued his 
route down the river, along which the rapids Heem. 
to stretch aa far as he could see. At half a mile 
below the end of the portage, he came to a houee, 
the only remnant of a. town, which, from its ap- 
pearance, must have been of great antiquity. 
The houee was uninhabited, and being old and 
decayed, he ffelt no disposition to encounter tho 
fleaa, which abound in every situation of that 
kind, and therefore did not enter. About half a 
mile below this house, in a very thick part of the 
woods, is an ancient burial place: it consista of 
eight vaults made of pine or cedar boards closely 
connected, about eight feet square and sii in. 
height; the top secured, covered with wide boards 
sloping a httle, so as to convey off the rain; the 
direction of all of them is east and west, the door 
being on the eastern side, and partially stopped 
with wide boards decorated with rude pictures of 
men and other animals. On entering we found in. 
some of ihem four dead bodies, carefully wrapped 
in skins, tied with cords of grass and bark, lying 
on a mat in a direction eaat and west: the other 
vaults contained only bonea, which were in some 
of them piled to the height of four feet: on the 
tops of the vaults, and on poles attached to 
them, hung brass kettles and frying-pans with 
boles in their bottomsi baskets, bbwls, sea-Bhells, 
skins, pieces of cloth, hair, bags of trinkets and 
small boned, the ofierings of friendship oraSection, 
which have been saved by a pious veneration from 
theferocity of war, or the more dangerous temp- 
tations of individual gain: the whole of the walls 
as well as the door w«re decorated with strange 
figures cut and painted on tbem ; and besides these 
were several wooden images of men, some of them 
so old and decayed as to have almost lost their 
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shape, which were all placed against the sides of 
the vaulta. These images, as well as those in the 
houBee we have lat#!y Been, do not appear to be 
at all the objects of adoration: in thla place thej 
were most probably intended as resemblances of 
those whose decease they indicate; and when we 
observe them in houses, they occupy the most 
conspicuous part ; but are treated more like orna^ 
ments than objects of worship. Near the vaults 
which are standing;, are the remains of others on 
the groand completely rotted and covered with 
moss; and as they are ibrmed of the most durable 
pine and cedar timber, there is every appearance, 
that for a very long series of years this retired 
spot has been the depository for the Indians near 
this place. After examining this place captain 
Clark went on, and found the river as belbre 
strewed with large rocks, against which the water 
ran vrith great rapidity. Just below the vaults 
the mountain, which is but low on the right side, 
leaves the river, and is succeeded by an open 
stony level, which extends down the river, while 
on the left the mountain is etill high and rugged. 
At two miles distance he came to a village of four 
houses, which were now vacant and the doors 
barred up: on looking in he saw the nsual quan- 
tity of ut«nsilB still remaining, from which he con- 
cluded that the iuhabitantB were at no great 
distance collecting roots or hunting, in order to 
lay in their supply of food for the winter: he left 
them and went on three miles to a difficult rocky 
rapid, which was the lost in. view. Here, on the 
right, are the remains of a large and ancient vil- 
lage, which could be plainly traced by the holes 
for the houses and the depoeits for fish: after he 
had examined these rapids and the neighbouring 
country he returned to camp by the same route; 
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the only game he had obtained was a BandhiU 
crane. In the meantime we had been occupied in 
preparations for making the jjortage, and in con- 
ference with the Indians, who came down from 
the village to Tieit as. Towards evening two 
canoes arrived fi-oni the village at the mouth ot 
Cataract river, loaded with fish and l>ears' grease 
for the market belo'w: as soon as thej landed 
thej unloaded the canoes, turned them upside 
down on the beach, and encamped under a ehelv- 
ing rock near our camp. We had an opportunity 
of seeing to-dav the Lardiliood of the Indiana of 
the neighbouring village: one of the men shot a 
goose, which flill into the river, and was floating 
rapidly towards the great shoot, when an Indian 
observing it plunged in after it: the whole mass of 
the waters of the Columbia, just preparing to 
descend its narrow channel, carried the animal 
down with great rapidity: the Indian followed it 
fearlessly to within one hundred and fifty feet of 
the rocks, where he would inevitably have been 
dashed to pieces; but seizing his prey he turned 
round and swam aehore with great composure. 
We very willingly reiinqnished onr right to the 
bird iu favour of tlie Indian who had thus 
saved it at the immiuent hazard of his lite; ha 
immediately set to work, and picked off about 
half the feathers, and then without opening it 
ran a stick through it and carried it 08' to 
roast. 

Friday, Noveml/er 1, lSOi>,-~-Tbe morning was 
cool and the wiud high from tlie northeast. The 
Indians wbo arrived last night, took their empty 
canoes on their shoulders and carried them below 
the great shoot, where tliey put theni in the 
water and brought them down the rapid, till 
at the distance of two and a half miles they 
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stopped ta take in their loading, 'which the; had 
been aftaid to trust in the last rapid, and had 
therefore carried bj land from the head of the 
ehoot. 

After their example ive carried our n-"^.ll canoe, 
and all the baggage across the slippery rocks, to 
the foot of the ehoot. The fonr large eaooee were 
next brought dowa, by slipping them along poles, 
placed from one rock to another, and in some 
places by using partially streams which e«cai*d 
along side of the river. We were not, however, 
able to bring them acrofis without three of them 
receiving injuries, which oblip^ed us to 8to|) at the 
end of the shoot to repair them, .it thic shoot we 
saw great numbers of sea-ottere; but they are so 
shy that it is ditticult to reach them with the 
musket; one of them that was wounded to-day 
bunk and was lost. Havinj; by this portage 
avoided the rapid and shoot of four hundred 
yards in length, we re-embarked, passed at a mile 
and a half the bad rapid opposite to the old vil- 
lage on the right, and making our way through 
the rocks, saw the house just below the end of the 
portage; the eight vaults near it; and at the dig- 
taace of four miles from the head of the shoot, 
reached a high rock, which forms the upper part 
of an island near the left shore. Between this 
island and the right shore we proceeded, leaving 
at the dixtAnce of a mile and a half, tliu village of 
four houses on our right, and a mile and a half 
lower came to the head of a rapid near the village 
on the right. Here we halted for the night, hav- 
ing made only seven miles iWim the head of the 
shoot. Daring the whole of tte passage the river 
is very much obstructed by rocks. The island, 
which is about three miles long, reaches to the 
rapid vrhich its lower extremity contributes to 
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form. The meridian altitmie of to-day gave usthe 
latitude of J-"> ■iA S nortli. Aa we passed the 
Tillage of lour houKCH. we I'oand that tke inhabi- 
tanta had returned, and Btojjped to visit them. 
The liouaea are similar to those already descrihed, 
but lai^r, iVora tliirty-five to fifty feet long, and 
thirty feet wide, being sunk in the (ground about 
sis feet, and rdiaed the same height abov'e. Their 
beds are raised about four feet and a hall' above 
the Door, and the ascent is by a new painted lad- 
der, with which every family is provided, and 
under them are stortTl their dried fieli, while the 
Bpa«e between the iiart of the bed ou wliieh tliey 
lie and the wall of the house ie occuined by the 
nuts, roots, berries, and other provieiona, which 
are spread on mats. The fireplace is about eight 
feet long, and six fi^t w^ide, sunk a foot below the 
floor, secured by a> Itaioe, with mats placed 
around for the family to sit on. In all of the 
housea are ima^s of men of ditferent shapes, and 
placed as ornamenta in the parta of the house 
wliere they are most seen. They gave us nuts, 
berriea, and some dried fish to eat, and we pur- 
chased, among other articles, a hut made after 
their own taste, such as they wear, without & 
brim. They ask high prices for all that they sell, 
observing that the whites below, jiay dearly for 
all which they carry there. We cannot learn pre- 
cisely the nature of the trade carried on by the 
Indians with the inhabitants below. Cut as their 
knowledge of the wliites seems to be very imper- 
fect, and tho only BaTticlea which they carry to 
market, such as pounded fish, bear-grass and 
roots, cannot be au object of much foreign traffic, 
their intercourse appears to be an intermediate 
trade with the natives near the mouth of the 
Columbia: fi;om them these i>eop[e obtain in ex- 
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change Tor their fish, roots and bear-grasB, bloe 
and white beads, copper tea-kettles, braec arm. 
bands, some ecarlet and blue robea, and a, &w 
articlea of old European elothing. Diit their great 
object is to obtain beads, an article which hrlda 
the first plaee in their ideas of relatiye value, and 
to procure which they will Hacrifice their last arti- 
cle of clothing or the \ast mouthful of food. In- 
dependently of their fbndneea lor them as an 
ornament, these beads are the medium of trade, 
by which they obtain from the Indiann still higher 
up the river, robea, ekinK, chappelel bread, bear- 
grass, itc. Those Indians in turn, employ them to 
procure ftom the Indians in the RocUy mountains, 
bear-grase. pachieo, roots, robes, &c. 

These Indians are rather below the common 
fliie, with high cheek-bones, their noses [ienred, 
and in full dress, ornamented with a tai>eriDg 
piece of white shell or wampum abi ut tw-i inches 
long. Their eyes are exceedingly eorc and weak, 
many of them have only a ningi- eye, ~nd some 
perfi^ctly blind. Their teeth prematurely decayed, 
and in fhiquent instances, altogether worn away. 
Their general health, however, seems to be good, 
the only disorder we hp.vB remarked, beinj 
tumours in didtrent parte of th- body. The 
■women are small and homely in their appearance, 
their legs and thighs raueb swelled, and their 
knees remarkably large; deff-rmities, which are no 
doubt owing to the manner in which they set on 
their hams. They go nearly naked, having only a 
piece of leather tieil round the breast, falUng 
theniie, nearly as low as the waiet ; a small robe 
about thrr: feet square, and a piece of leather, 
which ill SL:pplieB the place of a cover, tied be- 
twee» their legs. Their hair is suffered to hang 
loose in every direction; and in their persons, as 
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well as in their cookery, they are filthy to a most 
disgusting degree. We here observe that the 
women univereallj have their heads flattened, and 
in many of the Tillagea, we have lately seen the 
ftmale children undergo the operation. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

JTrat appenmnce of Ude wawr lu lie ColiimlJlii river— DescrlpHon 
nfUie QuIt^Lfpand river — Soiuearmuiitrjt tbeSkllloot iDdions— 
Tbepart)' pass ibe river CuweJU^ke— Some owouutor tbeWasb- 
lilacum Inaiaus— Arrival oq the bordera of ibt Paolfli;— Dlaa- 
. greeable aod critical situation of tbo partj ,/bea flrat eDcamped 
I —Their illstreas oaasloned by the Incessant lorrenla of rain— 
Eipoaed f or Eblrty daya to lliladrenchlngdclni^, during wbl II 
Mme ttieir provisions are spulled. nad muntof Uitlrfeward:l«g 
of mercUandtae defltroyed — Dlatremof the party— Adventure it 
SbanuoD and his danger from the TVahlcUvuniB— DIfflculCy t 
llndlDB a place suitahle for a pennanenteueampment— Vlslied 
hy Beveral Indiana of different tribes, on whom medals are be- 
stowed. 

Safunla.r, November 3.— We now eiftmined the 
rapid below more particularly, and the danger 
appearing to be too great for the loaded canoes, 
all those who could cot swim were eent with the 
baggage bj land. The canoee then paesed eaTely, 
and were reloaded ; at the foot of the rapid we 
took a meridian altitude of Tifl' i'l' 4-^". Just am 
we were setting ont Heven sgnawa arrived acrosa 
the portage loaded with dried fieh and beiir-grase, 
neatly packed in bnodlee, and soon after four 
Indiana came down the rapid in a large canoe. 
After breakfasting we left our camp at one o'clock, 
paused the upper point of an island which ia 
separated from the right shore by a narrow chan- 
nel, through which in high tides the water passes. 
But at present it contains no running water, and 
a creek which fklla into it from the mountains on 
the right, is in the same dry condition, though it 
has the marks of discharging- iramenee torrentB at 
some seasons. The island thus made is three 
miles in length and about one in width ; its dtua- 
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tioa is high and open, the land rich, and at this 
time covered with grass and a great unmber of 
straw-berry vines, from which we gave it the name 
of Strawberry iHland. lu Heveral places we ob- 
served that the Indiane had been digging for 
roots, and indeed the whole island bcora Gvery 
appearancs of having been at Home period in a 
Btftte of cultivation. On the left side of the river 
the low ground is narrow and open: the rapid 
which we have just passed ia the last of at) the 
descents of the Columbia. At this place the first 
tide-water commenceH, and the river in conse- 
quence widened immediately below the rapid. Ah 
we descended, we reached at the distance of one 
mile from the rapid & creek under a blufi* on the 
left, at three miles is the lower point of Straw- 
berry island. To tbia immediately succeed three 
email islands covered with wood ; in the meadow 
to the right, and at some distance from the hills, 
stands a high perpendicular rock, about eight hun- 
dred feet high, and four hundred yards round the 
base; this we called the Beacon rock. Just below 
is an Indian village of nine houses, situated be- 
tween two small creeks. 

At this village tlie river widens to nearly a mile 
in extent, the low grounds too become wider, and 
they as well as the mountains on each side are 
covered with pine, apruee-pine, cotton wood, a 
species of ash, and eume alder. After being so 
long accustomed to Ihe dreary nakedness of the 
country above, tiiB change is as gratefbl to the 
eye, as it is useful in Bujjplying us with fbel. Four 
miles from the village is a point of land on the 
right, where the liilla become lower, but are still 
thickly timbered. The river is now about two 
miles wide, the current smooth and gentle, and 
the eSect of the tide has been sensible since leaving 
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the rapid. Six miles lower is a. rock rising from 
the middle of the river to the height of one hun- 
dred feet, and about eightj jarde at its base. We 
continued eis miles further, and halted for the 
night under a high projecting rock on the left aide 
of the river opposite the point of a large meadow. 
The mountains, which from the great ehoot to 
this place are high, rugged, and thickly covered 
with timber chiefly of the pine sjiecieB, here leave 
the river on each aide; the river becomes two and 
a half miles in width, and the low grounds are 
extensive and well supplied with wood. The In- 
diana whom we left at the portage passed ua, on 
their way down the river, and seven others who 
were descending in a canoe for the purpose of 
trading below, encamped with us. We had made 
from the foot of the great shoot twenty-nine miles 
to-day. The ebb-tide rose at our camp about nine 
inches, the flood must riso much higher. We saw 
great numbers of water-fowl, such as swan, geeae, 
ducks of various kinds, gulls, plover, and the 
white aud grey brant, of which last we killed 
eighteen. 

StiTiday S. — We were detained until ten o'clock 
by a fog so thick that a man could not be dis- 
cerned at the distance of fifty steps. As soon as 
it cleared off we set out in company with our 
new Indian acquaintances, who came from a vil- 
lage near the great falls. The low grounds along 
the river are covered so thickly with rushes, vines, 
and other small growth, that they arc almost 
impassable. At the distance of three miles we 
reached the mouth of a river on the left, which 
seemed to lose its waters in a sandbar opposite; 
the stream itself being only a (few inches in depth. 
But on attempting to wade across, we discovered 
that the bed was a very bad quicksand, too deep 
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to be passed on foot. We went np & mile and a 
half to examine this riv^r, and found it to be at 
this distance a verj considerable stream one hun- 
dred and twenty yard* wide at its narrowest 
part, with several sraa.ll islands. Its character 
resembles very much that of the river I'lattc. It 
drives its quicksand ov?r the low grounds with 
great impetuosity, and ?ueh is the quantity of 
coarse sand which it discharp's, that the accnmn- 
lation has formed a large sandbar or island, three 
miles loiif^, and a mile and & half wide, which 
divides the waters of the Quicksand river into two 
channels. This sand isla.nd compnisses the Colum- 
bia within a space of half a mile, and throws 
its whole current against the right shore. Oppo- 
site to this rivt'r, which we call IJuicksand river, 
is a large creek to which we gai'e the name of 
Seal river. The first appears to pass through the 
low country, at the foot of the high range of 
mountains towards the southeast, 'vrhile the 
second aa well as all the targe creeks on the right 
aide of the Columbia, rise in the sarae ridge of 
mountains N. X. p]. from this place. The moun- 
tain, which we have supposed to be the monnt 
Hood of Vancouver, bears S, Sy K. about forty- 
seven miles from the mouth of the Quicksand 
river. After dinner we proceeded, and at the dis- 
tance of three miles reached the lower mouth of 
Quicksand river. On the opposite side a large 
creek falls in near the head of an island, which 
extends for three miles and a half down the river ; 
it IB a mile and a half in width, rocky at the 
upper end, has some timber round its borders, but 
in the middle is open and has several ponds. 
Half a mile lower is another island in the middle 
of the river, to which from its appearance we gave 
the name of Diamond isUnd. Here we met fifteen 
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Indiana aacending the river in two eanoee. but tbe 
only iu formation we could procuts; from them 
was, thu,t they had seen three vessels, whith we 
preaume to he Euroi>ean, at the moutli ol' the 
Columbia. \Ve went along its right side for three 
miles, and eucamped opposite to it, after making 
to-day thirteen milep. A canoe noon aft*r arrived 
from the village at the foot of the last rapid, with 
an Indian and his family, consisting of a wli^, 
three children, and a woman wlio bad been taken 
prisoner from the Snake IniiianB, liviag on a river 
from the south, whieh we afterwards found to be 
the Multnomah. Saeajawea was immediately in- 
troduced to hvr, iu hopes that being a Snake 
Indian also, tliey might understand each other, 
but their language was not aulUciently intelligible 
to ijermit thi^m to converse together. The Indian 
had a gua with a braes barrel and cock, which he 
appeared to value very highly. 

Below Quirkaand river the country is low, rich 
and thickly wooded on ea*h side of the river : the 
islands have less timber, but are fiirnished with a 
number of ponds near which are vast quoutitieB 
of fowla, such as swan, geese, brants, cranes, 
Btorke, white gulls, cormorants and plover. The 
river is wide, and contains a great number of eea 
otters. 

In the evening the hunters brought in game for 
a sumptuous supiwr, whjch we shared with the 
Indians, both parties ol' whom spent tbe night 
with us. 

Monday 4,— The weatber was cloudy and cool, 
and the wind from the west. During the night, 
the tide rose eighteen inches near our camp. We 
eet out about eight o'clock, and at the distance of 
three mllea came to the lower end of Diamond 
island. It is six miles loag, nearly three in width, 
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and like the other islandB, thinly covered with 
timber, and has a. number ofponde or small labps 
scattered over its aurface. Resides the animals 
alreaxiy mentioneil ive shot a deer on it this morn- 
ing. Near the end of Diamond island are two 
others, separntM by a narrow channel fillud at 
high tidea only, which continue on the right for 
the distance of three miles, and lilie the adjacent 
low grounds, are tliickly covered with pine. Just 
below the last, we landed on the left hank of the 
river, at a village of twenty-five houses; all of 
these were thatched with Btraw, and bnilt of 
hark, except one which was ahoat fifty feet long, 
bnilt of bon.rds in the form of those higher up the 
river, fVoni which it differed however, in being 
completely above ground, and covered with brood 
split boards ; thie village contains about two hun- 
dred men of the Skilloot nation, who seem well 
provided with canoes, of which there were at 
least fifty-two, and some of them very large, 
drawn up in fbont of the village. On landing we 
found the Indian from above, who had left ns this 
morning, and who now invited ua into a lodge 
of which he appeared to own a part. Here he 
treated ua with a root, round in shape, and about 
the eiie of a email Iriah potato, which they coll 
wappatoo, it is the common arrowhead or sagit- 
tifolia, BO much cultivated by the Chinese, and 
when roasttd in the embers till it becomes soft, 
has an agreeable taste, and is a very good sub- 
stitute for bread. After purchasing some more of 
this root, we resumed our journey, and at seven 
milea distance came to the head of a large island 
near the left. On the right shore is a line open 
prairie for about a mile, back of which the conn- 
try riaea, and is supplied with timber, such as 
'White oak, pine of different kinds, wild crab, and 
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eereral species of undergrowth, while along the 
borders of the river, there are only a, E;w cotton- 
wood and ash trees. In this prairie were also 
Bigns of deer and elk. When we landed for dinner, 
a number of ludiaut) from the lust village, came 
down for the purpose, as we supposed, of paying 
us a iWcadly visit, as they had put oa their 
favourite dressea. In addition to their usual cov- 
ering they had Buarlet ftnd hlue blankets, sailors' 
jackets and trowaers, shirts and Lata. They had 
all of them either war a.xes, Hpeaj-s and bow ar- 
rows, or maskets and pistols, with tin powder 
flaskB. We smoked with them and endeavoured to 
show thein every attention, but we soon found 
them very assuming and diaagit'eable coinpaaions. 
While we were eating thej stole the pipe with 
which they were smoking, and the great coat of 
one of the mea. We immediately searched them 
all, and discovered the coat stuffed under the root 
of a tree near where they were sitting; bnt the 
pilte we could not recover. Finding ue determined 
uot to suffer any imposibion, and discontented 
with them, thoy showed their displeasure in the 
oaly way which they dared, by returning in an ill 
humour to their village. We then proceeded and 
soon met two canoes with twelve mea of the 
same ijkilloot nation, who were on their way 
from below. The larger of the canoes was orna- 
mented with the figure of a bear in the bow, aud 
a man iu the stern, both aearly as large aa life, 
both made of painted wood, and very neatly 
filed to the boat. In the eame canoe were two 
Indians finely dressed and >vith round hats. This 
circumstance induced us to ijivethenarae of Image 
canoe to the large island, the lower end of which 
we now passed at the distance of nine miles from 
its head. We had eena two smaller islands to the 
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right, and three more near its lo'wer extremity. 
Thf Indiane in the canoe here made signs that 
there was a village behind those islandH, and in- 
deed we preeumed there was a channel on that 
side of the river, for one of the canoes passed iu 
that direction between the araall islands, hut we 
were anxious to press fbrward, and therefore did 
not stop to Biamine more minutely. The river 
was now about a mile and a half in width, with 
a gentle current, tho bottoms extensive and low, 
but not subject to be overflowed. Three miles he- 
low tile Imiige ciuioe island we came to four large 
houses on the left side, at which place we had a. 
full view of the monntajn which we first saw on 
the I'.lth of October, from the Muscleshell rapid, 
and which we now find to be the mount -it. Helen 
of Vancouver. It bears north 2o' east, about 
ninety milea distant; it rises in the form of a 
augar-loaf to a very great height, and is covered 
with snow. A mile lower we paused a single 
honse on the left, and another on the right. The 
Indians had now learnt bo much of us, that their 
curiosity was without any mixture of ftar, and 
their visits became very freqnent aad troublesome. 
We therefore continued o^n till after night, in hopes 
of getting rid of them ; but after passing a. village 
on each side, which on aocount of the lateness of 
the hour we saw indistinctly, we found there was 
no escaping from their importunities. We there- 
fore landed at the distance of seven miles below 
Image canoe island, and encamped near a single 
house on the right, having made during the day 
twenty-nine miles. 

The Skilloots whom we passed to-day, apeak a 
language somewhat dtflerent Itom that of the 
Echeloota or Chilluokitteqnaws near the long nar- 
rows. Their dress is similar, except that the Skil- 
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lootB poBsess more articles procured fi'om the 
white traders; and there is- further difference be- 

' tweea them, inaBiuuch oa the Sltilloots, both lualee 
and ftmalee, havL' tlie bead fattened. Their prin- 

, cipal food 18 fish, and wappatoo routs, and some 
elk and deer, in killing which with their arrows, 
they seem very expert, for during the short tirae 
we remained at the village three deer were 
brought in. We also observed there a tame 
brairo. 

As soon OB we landed wft were visited by two 
cajioea loaded with Indiana, from whom we pur- 
chased a lew roots. The grounds along the river 
continue low and rich, and among the shrubs 
which cover them is a large quantity of vines re- 
eembling the raspberry. On the right the low 
grounds are t«rminated at the distance of fire 

, milca by a range of high hiiia covered with tall 
timber, and ranning southeast and northwest. 
The game as usual very abundant, and among 
other birds we observe soine white geese with a 
part of their wings black. 

Tuetiflay, iT.— Our choice of a camp had been 
Tery unfortunate; for on a santl island opposite 
to us were immense nurabere of geese, awan-dueks, 
and otbei' wild fowl, who, during the whole night, 
serenaded ud with a confusion nf noises which 
completely prevented our sleeping. During the 
latter part of the night it rained, and we there- 
fore willingly left oui' encanipmeat at an early 
hour. We passi?d at three miles a small prairie, 
where the river is only three quarters of a mile in 
width, and soon after two bouses on the left, half 
a. mile distant fi'orn each other ; iVom one of which 
three men cume in a canoe merely to look at us, 

. and having done so returned home. At eight 

miles we came to the lower point of aa island, 
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fle[)arated from the right eidc bj a narrow chan- 
nel, on wbjcb, a abort distance above the end of 
tbe island, is situated a large village: it is built 
more compactly than tbe generality of the Indian 
TlllageH, and the front has fourteen housea, which 
are ranged for a quarter of a mile along the chan- 
nel. As Boon ae we were diecoTered seven canoes 
came out to see us, and alter some traffic, during 
■which they seemed ^vell-dispoBed and orderly, 
accompanied iia a short distance below. Tberiver 
here again widens to the space of a mile and a 
half Aa we descended we soon observed, behind 
a sharp point of rocke, a channel a quarter of a 
mile wide, which we suppose must be the one 
taken by tbe canoes yesterday on leaving Image- 
canoe island. A mile lielow the channel are soma 
low cliffs of rocks, near which is a large island on 
the right side, and two small islands a little f\tr- 
ther on. Here we met two canoes ascending the 
river. At this place the shore on the right be- 
comes bold and rocky, and the bank is bordered 
by a range of high Itille covered with a thick 
growth of pine: on tbe other side is an es tensive 
low island, separated from the left side by a nar- 
row channel. Here we stopped to dine, and 
found the island open, with an abundant growth 
of grass, and a number of ponds well supplied 
with (owls; and at the lower extremity are the 
remains of an old village. We procured a swan, 
several ducks, and a brant, and saw some deer on 
the island. Itesldes this island, the lower ex- 
tremity of which is seventeen miles from tbe chan- 
nel Just mentioned, we passed two orthree smaller 
ones in the same distance. Hero the hills on the 
right retire from the river, leaving a high plain, 
between which, on tha left bank, a range of high 
hills running southeast and covered with pine, 
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forma a bold and roekj shore. At the distance of 
(ds nniles, however, these hills again return and 
cloBe the river on both sides. We proceeded on, 
and at four miles reached a creek on the right, 
about twenty yards in width, immediately below 
which ia an old village. Three miles ftirther, and 
at the diatance of thirty-two milea from our camp 
of last night, we halted under a point of high- 
land, with thick pine trees on the left bank of the 
river. lieitire landing we met two canoes, the 
largest of wliich had at the bow the image of a 
bear, and that of a man on the stem: there were 
twenty-six Indians on board, but they all pro- 
ceeded upwards, and we were leil, for the first 
time aince we reached the waters of the Columbia, 
without any of the natives with ua during the 
night. ISeaides the game already mentioned, we 
killed a grouse much larger than the common 
size, and observed along the shore a number of 
striped snakes. The river is hpre deep, and about 
a mile and a half in width. Here too the ridge 
of low mountaiuB running northwest and south- 
east, cross the river, and form the western bound- 
ary of the plain through wliich we have just 
passed. This great plain or valley begins above 
the mouth of (iuicksand river, and is about sixty 
milea wide in a straight Une, while on the right 
and left it extends to a great distance: it is a 
fertile and delightful country, shaded by thick 
groves of tall timber, watered by smiil! ponda, 
and running on both aides of the river. The soil 
is rich, aud cajmble of any speciea of culture; but 
in the present condition of the Indiana, its chief 
production is the wappatoo root, which grows 
apontaneously and exclusively in this region. 
Sheltered as it ia on both aideSj the temperature is 
much milder than that of the aurrouuding couu> 
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try ; for even at thie aeaaon of the year we observa 
very little appearance of Itoat. During its whole 
extent it ie inhabited by numeroue tribee of la- 
diftne, who either reside in it permanently, or vieib 
ita waters in quest of fish and wappatoo roota: 
we gave it the name of the (/olumbia valley. 

Wefloeado}; C— The morning was cool, wet, and 
rainy. We proceeded at an early hour betweea 
the high hills on both aides ofthe river, till at the 
distance of four miles we came to two tenta of 
Indiana in a small plain on the left, where the hills 
on the right recede a few miles from the river, and 
a long narrow island stretches along the right 
shore. Behind this ialand is the mouth of a large 
river a hundred and hlty yards wide, and called 
bj the Indians, tloweliskc. We halted for dinner 
on the island, but the red wood and green briars 
are so interwoven with the pine, aider, ash, a spe- 
cies of beech, and other trees, that the woods 
form a thicket, which our huuters could not pene- 
trate. Below the mouth of the Coweliake a very 
remarkable knob rises from the water's edge to 
the height of eighty feet, being two hundred paces 
round the base; and as it ia in a low part of the 
iaiand, and some distance ftom the high grounds, 
the appearance of it is rery singular. On setting 
out afl^r dinner we overtook two canoes going 
down to trade: one ofthe Indiana, who epoke a 
few worda of English, mentioned, that the princi- 
pal person who traded with them was a Mr. 
Haley, and he showed a bow of iron and several 
other things which he said Mr. Haley bad given 
him. Nine miles below that river ia a creek on the 
same; and between them three smaller islands; 
one on the left shore, the other about the middle 
ofthe river; and a third near the lower end of the 
long uuTow island, and opposite a high cliff of 
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black roeke on the lelt, Bisteen miles from our 
camp. Here we were overtaken hj the Indiana 
from the two tents we passed in the morning, 
from whom ive now purchaged wappatoo roots, 
BaJmoD, trout, and two bearer eklna, I'or which 
lafit we gave five small fiBhtiooks. At theee c1i& 
the mountains, which lind contiimed high and 
rngged on the left, retired l>ora the river, and as 
the hilla on the other aide had left the water at 
the CoweUake, a beautiful extensive plain now 
presented itseif before us: for a Ifew miles we 
passed along aide of an island a mile in width 
and three miles long, below which ia a amaller 
island, where the high rugged hills, tliicklj covered 
■with timber, border the right bank of the river, 
and terminate the low grounds: theae were snp- 
plied with common mshes, grass, and nettlea; in 
the moiater parts with buUruahes and flags, and 
along the waters edge some willows. Here also 
were two ancient villages, now abandoned by 
their inhabitanta, of whom no veatige remaina, 
except two small doga almoBt atarved, and a prt>- 
digious quantity of fleas. After crossing the plain 
and making five miles, we proceeded tlirough the 
hills for eight miles. The river ia about a mile ia 
"Width, and the hills ao steep that we could not 
fbr several miles find a place sulflclentlj level to 
Buffer ua to sleep in a level position : at length, by 
removing the largo atones, w^e cleared a place fit 
for our purpose above the reach of the tide, and 
after a journey of twenty-oiiie miles alept among 
the smaller stones under a mountain to the right. 
The weather waa rainy during the whole day ; we 
therefore made large iirea to dry our bedding and 
to kill the fleas, who have accumulated upon us at 
every old village we have passed. 
Thursday 7.— The morning was rainy and ths 
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fog so thick that we could not see acroea the 
river. Vt'e observed however, opposite to our 
camp, the upper point of an island, between which 
and the steep liilli^ on the rijfht we proceeded for 
five miles. Three miles lower ie tlie beginning of 
an island separated from the right shore by a 
narrow channel; dovrn this we proceeded under 
the dii-ection of some Indians whom we had just 
met going up the river, and who returned in order 
to show us their villnge. It consists of four 
houses only, situated on this channel behind sev- 
eral marshy islands formed by two small creeks. 
On our arrival they gave us some fish, and we 
afterwards purchased wappatoo roots, fish, three 
dogs, and two otter skins, for which we gave 
fishhooks chiefly, that being an article of which 
they are very fond. 

These people seem to be of a different nation 
from those we have just passed: they are low in 
atature. ill shaped, Siod all have their heads flat- 
tened. They call themselves Wahkiacura, and their 
language differs from that of the tribes above, 
with whom they trade ftir wappatoo roots. The 
houses too are bnilt in a different style, being 
raised entirely jibove ground, with the eavee 
about five feet high, and the door at the comer. 
Near the end opposite to this door is a single fire- 
place, round which are the beds, raised four feot 
from the floor of earth ; over the fire an' hung the 
fresh fish, and when dried they are stowed away 
with the wappatoo roots under the beds. The 
dress of the men is like that of the people above, 
but the women are clad in a poculiar manner, the 
robe not reaching lower than the hip, and the 
body being covered in cold weather by a sort of 
corset of'fur, curiously plaited, and rejxching from 
the arms to the hip; added to this is a sort of 
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petticoat, or rather ttssne of white cedar bark, 
bruised or broteu into small strands, end wovezi 
into a girdle by several cords of tlie same mate- 
rial. BeiDg tied round tlie middle, these atranda 
hang down as low as the kaee in ftout, and to 
midleg behind, and are of sufficient thiciiness to 
answer the purpose of concealment whilst the 
female stands in an erect position, but in any- 
other attitude is but a very ineflcctual defence. 
Sometimes the tissue is strings of silk grass, 
twisted and knotted at the end. 

After remaining with them about an hour, we 
proceeded down the channel with an Indian 
dressed in a sailor's jacket for our pilot, and oa 
reaching the main channel were visited by some 
Indians who have a temporary residence on a 
marshy island in the middle of the rirer, where is 
a great abundance of waterfowl. Here the moun- 
tainous country again approachea the river on the 
left, and a higher mountain is distinguished to- 
wards the south west . At a distance of twenty miiea 
from our camp we baited at a village of Wahkia- 
cums, consisting of seven ill-looking houses, built 
in the same form with those above, and situated 
at the foot of the high bills on the right, behind 
two small marshy islands. We merely stopped to 
purchase some food and two beaver skins, and 
then proceeded. Opposite to these islands the hills 
on the left retire, and the river widens into a kind 
of bay crowded with low islands, subject to be 
overflowed occasionally by the tide. We had not 
gone far from this village when the fog cleared 
ofi; and we enjoyed the delightful prosjiect of tho 
ocean; that oce^n, the object of all our labours, 
the reward of all our anxieties. This cheering 
view exhilarated the spirits of all the party, who 
were stiU more delighted on hearing the distant 
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roar of the breakers. We went on 'with great 
cheerfUluegs under the big'h mouutainoua country 
which continued along tho right bank; the shore 
was however so hold and rotkj, that we couid 
not, until after Roing fourteen miles from th3 last 
village, find any spot Qt for an encampment. At 
that distauce, having made during the day tliirty- 
four milea, we spread our mate oa the ground, 
aad passed the night in the rain. Here we were 
joined by our small canoe, wliith had been sepa- 
rated IVora us during the fog this morning. Two 
Indiana Irom the last village also accompanied ns 
to the camp, but, having detected them in stealing 
a knife, they were sent off. 

Friday S.— It rained this luomiiig; and having 
changed the clothing wliich had been wet during 
yesterday's rain, we did not set out till nine 
o'clock. Immediately opposite our camp is a rock 
at the distance of a mile in the river, about 
twenty (bet in diameter and fifty in height, and 
towards the southwest some high mountains, one 
of which is covered with snow at the top. We 
proceeded paat several low islands in the bay or 
bend of the river to the left, which is here five or 
eil miles wide. We were here overtaken fay three 
Indians in a canoe who hod salmon to sell. On 
the right side we passed an old village, and then, 
a.t the distance of three miles, entered an inlet or 
niche about six miles across, and making a deep 
bend of nearly five miles into the bills on the right 
shore, where it receives the waters of several 
creeks. We coasted aioug this inlet, which, from 
its little depth, we called Shallow bay, and at the 
bottom oi'it halted to dine near the remaiue of an 
old village, I'roni which, however, we kept at a 
cautious distance, as it was occupied by great 
nambers of fieas. At this place we observed a 
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number of fowl, among ■which we killed a goose 
and two clucks, ex.ictiy resembling Id appearance 
I and flavour the canvassback duck of the Sub- 
qnehannah. Alter dinner the three Indianc ieft ne, 
and we then took advantage of the returnin- tide, 
to go on about three luilee to a point on the 
right, eight miles dista.ntrrom our camp; bat here 
the wavea niii bo high, and dashed about our 
canoea ao much, that several of the raen became 
eeasiok. It wa« therefore judged imprudent to go 
on in the preaent atate of tlie weather, and we 
landed at the point. The situation was extremely 
uncomfortable; the high hills jutted in bo ctoeely 
that there was not room for ub to lie level, nor to 
eccure our baggage fteo from the tide; and the 
water of the river is too Bftlt to be used ; but the 
waves increaaiEg every moment bo much, that we 
could not move from the spot with aaftty : we 
therefore fixed ourselves on the beach left by tha 
ebb-tide, and having raised th* baggage on polee, 
passed a disagreeable night, the rain during the 
day having wet us completely, as Indeed we liave 
been for some days past. 

Satunlnj .9. —Fortunately for us, the tide did 
not rise as high as our caniji during the night; 
but being accompanied by high winds from the 
aouth, the canoes, which we could not place be- 
yond its reach, were filled with water, and wer6 
eaved with much difficulty : our position was very 
uncomfortable, but as it was impossible to move 
from it, we waited for a change of weather. - It 
rained, however, during the whole day, and at 
two o'clock in the afternoon, the flood tide set in, 
accompanied by a high wind from the south, 
which, about four o'clock, abifted to the south- 
west, and blew almost a gale directly from the 
eea. The immense waves now broke over the 
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place where we were encamped, and the large 

trees, some of them five or six fbet thick, which 
had lodged at the point, were drifted over our 
camp, and the utmost vigilance of every man 
could ecarcely Bave our canoes from being crushed 
to pieces. We remained in the water and drenched 
with rain during the real of the day; our only 
food being some dried lieh, and eome rain-water 
which we caught. Tet, though wet and cold, and 
aome of them eick from using the salt- water, the 
men are cheerful, and full of anxiety to eee more of 
the ocean. The rain continued all night, and, 

Sunday 10th, the following morning, the wind, 
however, lulled, and the waves not being bo high, 
we loaded ourcanoea aud proceeded. The moun- 
tains on the right arc high, covered with timber, 
chiefly pine, and descend in a bold and rocky shore 
to the water. We went through a deep niche and 
several inleta on tlie right, while on the oppoflite 
side is a large bay, above which the hillo are close 
on the river. At the distance of ten miles the 
wind rose from the northwest and the wavea 
tiecame so high that we were forced to return for 
two miles to a place w^here we could with safety 
unload. Here we landed at the mouth of a email 
run, and having placed our baggage on a pile of 
drifted logs waited until low water. The river 
then appeared more calm : we therefore started, 
but alter going a mile found the waves too high 
for our canoes and were obliged to put to shore. 
We unloaded the canoes, and having placed the 
baggage on a rock above the reach of the tide, 
encamped on eome drift logs which formed the 
only place where we could lie, the hills rising steep 
over our heads to the height of five hundred fret. 
All onr baggage as well as ourselves were thor- 
oughly wet with the rain, which did not cease 
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during thj day; it continued violentlj during the 

night, in tho course of which the tide reached the 
logs on which we lay, and Bet them afloat. 

Monday, 11.— The wind was still high from the 
southwest, and drove the ■waves against the shore 
with great fnry : the raia too fell in torrents, and 
not only drenched ub to the skin, but loosened the 
stones on the hill sides, which then came rolling 
down upon ns. In this toinfortleHs situation we 
remained all day wet, cold, with nothing but dried 
fish to satisfy our hunger; the canoes in one place 
at the mercy of the waves; the baggtsge in an- 
other, and all the men scattered on floating loga, 
or sheltering themselves in the crevices of the 
rocks and hill sicieB. A hunter was despatched in 
hopes of finding some fresh meat, hut the hills 
were so steep, and covered with undergrowth and 
fallen timber, that he could not penetrate them, 
and he was forced to return. About twelve 
o'clock we were visited by five Indians in a canoe ; 
they came from aho^e this place on the opposite 
side of the rirer, and their language much resem- 
bles that of the Wahkiaeum: they called them- 
selves CuthlamahB. In person they are email, ill 
made, and badly clothed ; though one of them had 
on a sailor's rouftd jacket -and pantaloons, which, 
as he explained by signs, he had received from the 
whites below the point: we purchased fVom them 
thirteen red char, a fish which we found very 
excellent. After some time they went on board 
the boat, and crossed the river, which ia here five 
miles wide, through a, very heavy sea. 

Tuesday, JJ?.— About three o'clock a tremendous 
gale of Tvind arose, accompanied with iigbtning, 
thunder, and hail : at sis it became light for a 
short time, but a violent rain soon liegan and 
lasted during the day. During this storm one of 
261 



LEWIS AND CLAEK'S RXPEDITION 

onr boats, secured by being sunk with great quan* 
1 titles of stone, got loose, but driTtiDg- a^^ainst a 
'^rock, wds recovered without having received much 
iDjury. Our situation became now much more 
dangerous, for the waves were driven with fury 
against the rocks and trees, which till now had 
alTorded uB ref\ige : we therefore tool; advantage of 
a low tide, and moved about half a mile round a 
point to a email brook, which we had not ob- 
served till now on account of the thick bushes and 
driftwood wliieh concealed its mouth. Here we 
were more eaffe; but etiti cold and wet, our clothes 
and bedding rotten as well as wet, our baggage 
at a distance, and the canoes, our only means of 
escape ftom this place, at the mercy of the waves : 
we were, however, fortunate euough to enjoy 
good health, and even bad the luxury of getting 
some fresh salmon and three salmon trout in the 
brook. Three of the inea attempted to go round 
a ]>oint in our small Indian cauoe, but the high 
waves rendered her quif-e unmanageable; these 
boats requiring the eeamanship of the natives 
themselves to make them live in eo rough a sea. 

Wednesday, JS.— During the night we had short 
intervals of (bir weather, but it began to rainia 
the morning, and continued through the day. la 
order to obtain a view of the country below, 
captain Clark followed up the course of the brook, 
and with much fatigue, and after walking three 
miles, ascended the &ret spur of the mountains. 
The whole lower country waa covered with al- 
most impenetrable thickets of small pine, with 
which is mixed a. epECiee of plant resembling ar- 
rowwood, twelve or fifteen feet high, with & 
thorny stem, almost interwoven with each other, 
and scattered among the fern and fallen timber] 
there is also a red berry, sonaewhat like the solo- 
262 



UP THE MISSOUEI. 

mon'e seal, which ie called bj the nativee, eolmo, 
and used ail an article of diet. This thick growth 
rendered travelling almost impossible, and it was 
rendered more fatiguing by tlie eUiepnfSB of the 
mountain, which was bo great as to oblige lum to 
draw himself up by means or the busliCB. The 
timber ou the hills is chieDj of a large tall speeies 
of pine, many ortheni tight or ten ftet ia diameter 
at the Btu)>i|), and rising Booictimea more than 
one hundred feet in height. The hail which fell 
two nighta siiicB is still to be seen on the raoun- 
toiua: thei'G was no game, and uo traces of any, 
except some olii signs of elk; the cloudy weather 
prevented his seeing to ajiy distance, and he there- 
foi-e rotarned to camp, and sent three men in the 
Indian canoe to try if they could double the point 
and iind some safer harbour Tor our canoea. At 
«very flood-tide the seas break in great iwella 
against the rocks, and drifts the trees among our 
CBtablishment, so as to render it very insecure. 
We were conSned as usual to dried fish, which ia 
our last resource. 

Thur.tdiiy, 14.— It rained without intefmisaion 
during last night and to-day; the wind too ia 
very high, and one of our canoes much injured by 
being dashed against rocks. Five Indians from 
below came to ua in a. canoe, and three of them 
having landed, informed ua that they had seen the 
men sent down yesterday. At this moment one of 
them arrived, and informed us that these Indiana 
hod stolen his gig and basket; we therefore or- 
dered the tn-o women who remained in the canoe, 
to restore them; but thie they refYised, till we 
threatened to shoot, when they gave back the 
articles, and we then ordered them to leave us. 
They were of the Wahkiiicum nation. The man 
now informed ua that they had gone round the 
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point 08 far as the high eea 'wonld suffer them in 
tlie canoe, and then la-nded, and that in the night 
he had eeparcited Itom Iiis companions, who had 
gone further down: tliat at no great distance 
ftom where we are is a beautifljl sand beach and 
a good harbour. Captain Lewis concluded to ex- 
amine more minuteljthelowerpaftof the bay, and 
taking one of the large canoee was landed at the' 
point, whence he proceeded by land with four men, 
-and the canoe returned nearly filled with water. 

Friday, 15.— It continued raining all night, but 
in the morning the weather became calm and fair: 
Tve therefore began to prepare for setting out, hut 
before we were ready a high wind sprang up 
itam the Boutheast, and obliged uB to remain. 
The Biin shone until one o'cloclt, and we were thus 
enabled to dry our bedding and examine our bag- 
gage. The rain, which has continued for the last 
ten days without an interval of more than two 
hours, has completely wet all our merchandise, 
and spoiled some of our flsh, destroyed the robes, 
and rotted nearly one half of our few remaining 
articles of clothing, particularly the leather 
drPsees. About three o'clock the wind ftll, and we 
Instantly loaded-the oanoea, and left the miserable 
spot to which we have been conflned the last six 
daya. On turning the point we Came to the sand 
beach, through which runs a small etream fi'om 
the hills ; at the mouth of which ia an ancient vil- 
lage of thirty-Gix houBes, which has at present no 
inhabitants except fleas. Here we met Shannon, 
who had been sent back to meet us by captain 
Le'wis. The day Shannon left us in the canoe, he 
and Wiilard proceeded on till they met a party of 
twenty Indians, who never having heard of us, 
did not know where they came from; they how- 
sver twhaved with bo much civility, and eeemed eo 
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anzions that the men should go with them co- 
warda the eea, that their suBpiciona were eicitfid, 
and thej declined going oa : the Indians, however, 
would not leave them, and the men being coo- 
firmed in their euspicione, and rearihl if thej went 
into the woods to sleep they would be cut to 
pieces in the night, thought it beet to pass the 
night in the midst of the Indiana they therefore 
made a Sre, and after talking with them CO a 
lat« hour, laid down with their riSes under their 
heads. Aa they awoke this morning they found 
that the Indians had stolen and concealed their 
guns having demanded them in rain, Shannon 
fwiied ft club, and was about assaulting one of the 
Indians whom he suspected ae a thief, when an- 
other Indian began to load a fowling piece. with 
an intention of shooting him. He therefore 
BtiOpped and explained b; eigns, that if they did 
not give up the guns, a lai^ party would come 
down the nver hefore tbe sun rose to such a 
height, and put erery one of them to death. For' 
tunately, captain Lewis and hia party appeared 
at this time, and the terrified Indians immediately 
brought the guns, and five of them came on with 
Shannon. To these men we declared, that if ever 
any of their cation stole any thing from lib he 
should be mstantly shot. They reside to the 
north of this place, and speak a language different 
from that of the people higher up the river It 
wfla now apparent that the sea. was at all times 
too rough for ns to proceed further down the bay 
by water we therefore landed, and having chosen 
the best spot we could select, made our camp of 
boards ftom the old village. We were now situ- 
ated comfortably, and being visited by four Weh- 
kiacuma with wappatoo roots, were enabled to 
make an agreeable addition to our food 
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Saf'irday IC— The morning waa clear aod 
beautiAiI. We therefore, put out all our baggage 
to dry, ftnd sent several of the party to hunt. 
Our camp ie in full vie-w of the ocean, on the bay 
laid down by Vancouver, which we distinguish by 
the name of Haley's bay, (Vom a trader who 
visits the Indians here,' and Is a great favourite 
among them. The meridian altitude of this day; 
gave 40' 10 11' -^^ aa the latitude of ourcampJ^ 
The wind was strong from the southwest, and the 
waves very high, yet the Indians were paesing up 
and down the bay in canoes, and several of thera 
encamped near ue. We smoked with them, but 
after our recent experience oftheir thievish diapo- 
rition, treated them with caution. Though so 
much exposed to the bad weather, none of the 
party have suffered, except one, who has a violent 
cold, in consequence of sleeping for several nights 
in wet leather. The hunters brought in two deer, 
a crane, some geese and ducks, and several brant, 
three of which were white, except a black part of 
the wing, and much larger than the grey brant, 
■which is itself a sise bejond the duck. 

Sundaj 17.— A. fair cool morning and easterly 
wind. The tide risea at this place eight ftet six 
inches in height, and rolls over the biach in great 
■waves. 

About one o'clock captain Lewie returned, after 
having coasted down Haley's bay to eape Disap- 
pointment, and Bome distance to the north along 
the sea coast. He was followed by several Chin- 
nooks, among whom were the principal chief and 
liis family. They made ua a present of a boiled' 
root, very much like the common liquorice in tastei 
and size, and called culwhamo; in return we gave 
double the value of their present, and now learnt 
the danger of accepting any thing ttoia them, 
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ajncenoreturn, even iT ten times the value of their 
pil, can BatiHfy them. Vfe were chiefly occupied in 
hunting, and were able to procure three deer, four 
brant and two ducka, and also saw some eigas of 
elk. Captain Clark now prepared for an excur- 
eion down the bay, and accordingly etartcd. 

Monday 18, at daylight, accompanied by eWen 
men. He proceeded along the beach one mile to a, 
point of rocks about forty fl«t high, where the 
hiils retire, leaving a wide beach, and a number of 
ponds covered with water-fowl, between which and 
the mountain is a narrow bottom of alder and amall 
balaam treea. Seven miles fVoni the rocks is the 
entrance of a, creek, or- rather drain from the 
ponds and hills, where is a cabin of Chinnooks. 
The cabin contained aome children, and four 
women, one of whom waa in a most miserable 
state, covered with ulcers, proceeding as we im- 
agine, from the venereal disoane, with which sev- 
eral of the Chinnooka wb have seen appear to be 
afflicted. We were taken across in a caooe by 
two squaws, to each of whom we gave a fish- 
hook, and then coasting along the bay, passed at 
two miles the low bluH" of a small hill, below 
which are the ruins of some old huts, and close to 
it the remains of a whale. The country is low, 
open and marshy; interspersed with some high 
pine and a thick undergrowth. Five miles from 
the creek, we came to a stream forty yards wide 
at low water, which we called Chinnook river. 
The hills up this river and towards the bay are 
not high, but very thickly covered with large pine 
of several species: in many places pine trees, three 
or four feet in thickness, are seen growing on the 
bodies of large trees, which though fallen and 
covered with moss, were in part sound. Here we 
dined on some brant and plover, killed oa we 
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came along, and after crossing in a boat lying in 
the Hand near aorae old houses, procepded aloug a 
bluif of yellow clay and soft atone to a little bay 
or harbour, into which a drain ftora some ponds 
empties: at this harbour the Tand is low, but aa 
■we went on it rose to hills of eighty or ninety 
feet above the water At the distance of one mile 
ia a second bay, and a mile beyond it, a amall 
rocky island in a deep bend, which seems to afford 
a very good harbour, and where the natives in- 
form us Kuropean vesaols anchor for the purpose 
of trading. We went on round another bay, in 
which is a second small island of rocl^s, and 
crossed a suial! stream, which riaca in a pond near 
the sea coast, and after running through a low 
isthmns empties into the bay. Thia narrow low 
ground, about two or three hundred yards wide, 
separates from the matn hills a kind of peninsula, 
the eitremity of whicb is two miles from the 
anchoring place; and tliis spot, which was called 
cape Disappointment, is an elevated, circular 
knob, rising with a steep ascent one hundred and 
fifty or one hundred and aisty feet above the 
water, formed like the whole shore of the bay, as 
well aa of the seacoaat, and covered with thick 
timber on the inner side, but open and groaay ia 
the esposure next the eea. From thia cape a high 
' point of land bearc south 20'' west, about twenty- 
-flve milea distant. In the range between these 
two eminences, ia the opposite point of the bay, a 
very low ground, which has been variously called 
cape Rond by Lapeyrouse, and point Adams by 
Vancouver. The water for a great distance off 
the mouth of the river, appears very shallow, and 
within the mouth neai'eat to point Adams, is a 
large sandbar, almost covered at high tide. We 
vould not ascertain the direction of the deepest 
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, channel, for the waves break with tremendous 

tfbrce the whole distance aeroes the bfty, but the 

[Indians point nearer to the oppoute side as the 

ibcBt paaaage. After remaining for eome time on. 

[this elevation, we descended acroea the low istli- 

Imue, and reached the ocean at the foot of a high 

[liill, nbont a mile in circumference, and projecting 

'into the eea. We crossed this hill, which ie open 

and has a growth of high coarse grass, and en- 

cam|}ed on the north side of it, having made 

niieteen miles. Besides the pounded 6Bh and 

brant, we had for supper a flounder, which we 

[picked up on the beach. 

Tuesday 19.— la the night it began to rain, and 
continued till eleven o'clock. Two hunters were 
sent on to kill something for breakfast, and ihe 
rest of the party after drying their blankets soon 
followed. At three miles we overtook thehuntere, 
■and breakfasted on a small deer, which thej had 
been fortunate enough to kill. This, like ail those 
we have Heen on this coast, are much darker than 
lOur common deer Their bodies too. are deeper, 
Itheir legs shorter, and their eyes larger The 
I branches of the homa are similar, but the upper 
Lpart of the tali ta black, from the root to the end, 
[alfad they do not leap, but jump like a sheep 
frightened. We then continued over rugged hills 
and steep hollows, near the sea, on a course 
'about north 20 west, in a direct line ft-om the 
IcBpe, till at the distance of five miles, we reached 
Ia point of high land, below which a sandy beach 
' extends, in a direction north 10' west, to another 
high point about twenty miles distant. This emi- 
nence we distinguished by the name of point 
I«wis, It is there that the highlands, which at 
the commencement of the sandy beach, recede 
towards Chinnook river, again approach the 
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ocean. The intermediate coiintrj ia low, with 
many small ponds, crowded with birds, and 
watered by the Chinnook, on the borders of which 
resides the nation of the same name. We went 
four milee along the sandy beach to a email pine 
tree, on which captain Clark marked hie name, 
with the year and day, and then returned to the 
Toot of the hille, passing on the shore a sturgeon 
ten feet long, and eeverat joictB of the back bone 
of a whale, both which seem to have been throwL 
ashore and foundered. After dining on the re- 
maiiis of the small deer, we crossed in a eoutb- 
eastem direction to the bay, where we arrived at 
the distance of two miles, then continued along 
the bay, croeeed Chionook river, and encamped 
on its upper eide, in a sandy bottom 

Wedueeday 30.— Jt rained in the course of ^he 
night. A hunter despatched early to kill soine 
food, returned with eight ducks, on which we 
breakfasted, and then followed tlie course of the 
bay to the creek or outlet of the ponde. It waa 
now high tide, the stream three hundred yards 
wide, and no person in the cabin to take us 
acrosa. We therefore made a email raft, on which 
one of the men passed and brought a canoe to 
carry ua over As we went along the beach we 
were overtaken by several Indiana, who gave us 
dried sturgeon and wappatoo roots, and soon met 
several parties of Chinnooks returning from the 
camp. When *e arrived there we found many 
Chinnooka, and two of them being chieft, we wen^ 
through the ceremony of giving to each a medal, 
and to the moet distingnished a flag. Their 
names were Coracommoly and Chillahlawil. One 
of the Indiane had a robe made of two eea-otter 
skins, the fur of which was the most beautil^l we 
bad ever seen the owner resisted every tempta- 
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tlaa to pn,rt with it, but at length could nut r»- 
' eJHt the oSer or a, helt ol'blue beads whicli Chubo- 
neau'B wife wore round ber waist. During our 
absence the camp had been visited by raanj In- 
dians, Hnd the men who had been employed in 
hunting killed several deer, and a variety of wild 
' fowls. 

Thursday 31.— The morning was cloudy, and 
' from noon till night it rained. The wind too waa 
' Iiigh Etom the Bontheaat, a:id the eea. no rough 
that tlie water reached our camp. Moet of the 
Chinnooks returned home, but we were visited in 
the coarse of the day by people of different banda 
in the neigh b our) lood, among whom are the 
Chiltz, a nation residing on the eeacoast near 
Point Lewis, and the Clatsopa, who live imme- 
diately opposite on the south side of the Colum- 
bia. A chief from the grand rapid also came to 
Bee ue, and we gave hira a medal. To each of our 
visitors we made a present of a small piece of 
Ifibbon, and purchased some cranberries and Bome 
articles of their manuliicture, such as mats, and 
^ household furniture, for all which we paid high 
prices. Alter we had been relieved from these 
IndiauB, we were surprised at a visit of a different 
kind; am old woman who is the wife of a Chin- 
nook chief, came with six young women, her 
daughters and nieces, and having deliberately en- 
, camped near ua, proceeded to cultivate an inti- 
Ifiiacy between our men and her fair wacda. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Extraragant pasalon or (be nativra for b)ue beads, ivblcb coiutl- 
lute anion^t item Ibe clrculnilug Diedlum o[ Vm cuunlry— 
Tbe party Ktlll iusearcliur a suitable plUL-eforwiDterquarlpra 
— StIU skifferhig from llie cnnstant deluges of rain— Are vi9lt»I 
bythe'lodlaus^ wItbwhoiD Ihej tralUc but little, on acconbt oF 
Ibe eilravaganl prices tliey ask for every article— iw mm of 
captain Lewfa, wlMtrsports that be has round a suitable plan: 
tor winter qua[1«ia—Tho rain still coQtlnues—TLey prepare to 
loinn an encatnpment oa a point of blgtilatid on tbe banks ot 
the river Nutel— Captain Clark goes ivllb a party to Bnd ap1ai» 
sviitable lor lie niannfacCure ot salt— He Is bospllably enter 
taloed by tbe Clalaops— Tlila tribe addicted \a tbe vice at 
gambllug— Slekneaj of some ol tbe party, occasioned by tbe In- 
ceasant nitns- Tboy torm, nolwllhstandlng. a permanent ett- 
camptneni for Ibelr winter quarters. 

Friday 22.-^lt rf^ned during the whole night, 
and about daylight n, treraendoua gale of wind 
rose from the S. S. E. and continued during the 
■whole day with great violence. The sea rune so 
high that the water cornea into our camp, which 
the rain prevents ua frotn leaving. We purchased 
Trom the old fiquaw for armbands and ringe, a 
few wappatoo roots, on which we subsisted 
They are nearly equal in flavour to the Irish po- 
tato, and afford a very good Bubstttute for 
bread. The bad weather Las driven several In- 
dians to our camp, but they are still under the 
terrors of the threat which we made on first see- 
ing them, and now behave with the greatest 
decency. 

Saturday 23.— The rain continued through the 

night, but the morning was calm and cloudy 

The hnntera were Bent out and killed three deer, 

four brant, and three ducka. Towarda evening 
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seven ClateoxB came oTcr in a, canoe ^I'tli two 

I fikiaa or the 6ea-ott«r. To tliia article they attach 

fan extravagant valiip, and their dcmnniU for it 

vfcre ao lii^ti that we were fearful of reducing our 

Iflmall Btock of merehandise_. on which we inuBt 

I depend for enbRistonce aa we return, to venture on 

Iturchasing. To ascertain however tlielr ideas ae 

f to the valneofdiHbrent ohieclB, we offered for one 

I of the ekitifl a watch, a li and kerchief, an American' 

I dollar, and a bunch of red bonds; but neither the 

cnriona mechanipm of tlie Tv.i.f eh, nor even the red 

beads coutd tempt him; he refused the offer, but 

I aaked for tiacomoshs-ck or chief beads, the moat 

leomraoa sort of coarse blue-coloured beads, the 

I article beyond -all price in their estimation. Of 

I these bine beads we Jiave hut few, and therefore 

IreBcrve them for more necessi toua circumatancea. 

Sunday 24. — The morning boing fair, we dried 

lour wet articles and eent out the hnntera, bat 

hthey returned with only a single brant. In the 

I evening a chief and several nnen of the Chinnooks 

[came to see kb ; we smoked with them, and bought 

I a sea-otter skin for. sorae blue beads. ITaving 

f 'iiow examined the coast, it becomes necessary to 

J decide on the spot for our wintering quarters. 

iTThe people of the country euhsist chiefly on dried 

j'fiBh and roots, bat of these there does not seem to 

I be a sulScient quantity for our support, even were 

we able to purchase, and the extravagant prices 

aa well aa our small store of merehandise forbid 

[Ha to depend on that resource. We must therefore 

ely for subsistence on our aiMus, and be guided in 

the choice of our reaidenee by the abundance of 

game which any particular spot may ofier. The 

Indinus say that the deer i.s most numerous at 

some distance above on the river, but that the 

country on the opposite aide of the bay Ib better 
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snppUed ivitb elk, an animal mnch larger and 

more easily killed th.an deer, witb a ekin better 
fitted for elothiiig, and tha^neat of which is more 
nutritive during the winter, when they are both 
poor The climate too ia obviously much milder 
here than above the first range of mountains, for 
the Iiidiaaa are thinly clad, and say they have 
little enow, indeed since our arrival the weather 
has been very warm' and eometimea disagreeably 
HO and dressed as we are altogether in leatlier, 
the cold would be very unpleasant if not injurious. 
The neighbourhood of the sea is moreover reeom- 
niended by the facility of supplying ourselves with 
ealt, and the hope of meeting some of tlie trading 
veagele, who are e\pe<;ted in about three months, 
and fVora whom we may procure a fresh supply of 
trinketa for our ronte homewards. These con- 
Biderations induced ua to determine on visiting the 
opposite side of the bay, and if tliere was an ap- 
pearance of much game to establish ourselves 
there during the winter. Next day, 

Mooday 23, however, the wind was too high to 
Buffer U8 to cross the river, but aa it blew gener- 
ally from the east southeast, the coast on the 
north w3.9 in some degree sheltered by the high- 
lands. We therefore Bet out, and keeping near the 
shore, halted for dinner in the shallow bay, and 
after dark, reached a spot near a. rock, ut some 
distance in the river, and close to oiir former camp 
of the 7tb inst. On leaving our camp, seven 
Clatsops accompanied us in a canoe, but after 
going a few miles crossed the bay through im- 
mense high waves, leaving ua ia admiration, at 
the dexterity with which they threw aside each 
wave ae it threatened to come over their canoe. 
The evening was cloudy, and in the morning, 

Tuesday '20. it rained. We set out with tte 
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wind ftom eoet northeast, and a short distance 
Labove the roek, near our camp, began to cross the 
Irjver. We passed between some low, marshy 
tislandH, n'hich ive Called tb.e Seal islands, and 
'. reached the south Bide of th« Columbia at a bot- 
[torn three miles beiow a point, to which we gav& 
1 the name of point Samuel. After going along the 
shore for five milei^, we entered a channel two 
hundred .vnrdB in width, which separates from the 
main land a large, but low island. On this chan- 
nel, and at the foot ofsome highlands, ia a village 
whorewelanded. Itconsista ofnine large wooden 
L houses, inhabited by a tribe called Cathlamaha, 
I who seem to differ neither in dress, language, nor 
[manners, ftom the Chinnooks and WahliiacuniB: 
[ like whom they live chiefly on fish and wappatoa 
roots. We found, however, as we hoped, some elk 
[meat: after dining on some fresh fish and roots, 
f which we purchased from them at an immoderate 
' price, Tve coasted along a deep bend of the river 
towards the south, and at night encamped under 
a high hill; all the way from the village the land 
is high, and has a thick growth of pine balsam, 
and other timber; but as tt "was still raining very 
iiard, it was with difficulty we procured wood 
enough to make fires. Soon after we landed, three 
Indiana fi-ora the Cathlaniah village came down 
with wappatoo roots, some of which we pur- 
chased with flail-hooks. At daylight the nesti 
morning, 

Wednesday 27, eleven more came down with 
provisions, skins and mats for sale, but the prices 
were too liigh for our reduced finances, and we 
bought nothing. As we weru preparing to set out 
we missed an axe, which was found under the 
robe ofone ofthe Indians, and they were al! pro- 
hibited in consequence from following us. "Wfe 
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went on in the rain, which hod continued through 
the night, and passing between a number of 
islandu came to a small river, callrf by the In- 
dians Kekemahke We afterwarda came to a very 
remarkable knob of land, projecting about a mile 
and a half towards Shallow bay, and about four 
milee round, while the ucck of land which connects 
it to the main shore is not more than fifty yards 
wide. We went round thia projection, which we 
named point William ; but the waves then became 
eo high that we could not venture any farther, 
and we therefore landed on a beautiful shore of 
pebblesof various cotoure, and encamped near an 
old Indian but on the isthmus In drawing our 
canoes in shore, we had the misfortune to make a 
split two feet long ia one of them. This isthmua 
opposed a formidable barrier to the sea, for we 
now found that the water below is salt, while^ 
that above is tteah and well tasted. It rained 
hard during the whole day ; it continued all night. 
and in the morning, 

Thursday 28, began more violently, attended 
with a high wind from the southweat. It waa 
now impossible to proceed on so rough a sea. We 
therefore sent several men to hunt, and the rest of 
us remained during tbe day, in a situation the 
most cheerless and uocomfortable. On this Uttle 
neck of land we are exposed with a miserable 
covering, which does not deserve the name of a 
shelter to the violence of the winds; all our bed- 
ding and stores, as well &a our bodies are com- 
pletely wet, our clothes rottiiig with constant 
exposure, and no food except the dried fish 
brought from the Mis, to which we -are again 
reduced The huntora all returned hungry, and 
drenched with rain, having seen neither deer nor 
elk. and the swan and brant too shy to be ap- 
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proached. At noon the wicd ehifced to the north- 
west, and blew with such tremendous Airy thaX 
many trees were blown down near us. This gale 
lasted with short intervals (luring the whole 
night; but towards morning-, 

Friday, 29t!i. the wind [ulled, though the rain 
continued, and the waves were still high. Cap- 
tain Lewis took the Indian canoe, which is better 
calculated Tor rough weather, and with five men 
went down to a small bay below us, where we 
expect to find elt. Three other men set ont at the 
same time to hunt in different directionf, and the 
rest remained round the emoke of a\ti fires drying 
leather, in order to make some new clothes. The 
night brought only a continuation or rain and 
hail, with short interrala of fair weather, till in 
the morning, 

Saturday, SOth, it cleared up about nine o'clock, 
and the sua shone for several hours. Other hunt- 
ers were now sent out, a.nd we passed the re- 
mainder of the day in drying our merchandise so 
long exposed. Several of the men complain of 
disorders in their bowels, which can be ascribed 
only to their diet of pounded fish mixed with 
salt-water : and they are therefore directed to use 
for that purpose, the fresh water above the point. 
The hunters had seen three elk, but could not ob- 
tain any of thera: they however brought in three 
hawks and a ftw black ducks, of a species com- 
mon in the United States, living in large flocks, 
and feeding on gross: they are distinguished by a 
sharp white beak, toes separated, and by having 
no craw. Besides these wild fowls, there are in 
this neighbourhood a large kind of buzzard with 
white wings, the grey and the bald eagle, the 
large red-tailed hawk, tiie blue magpie, and great 
numbers of ravens and crows. We observe, how- 
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ever, few small birds, the one which has moBt at« 
tracted our attention being a amall brown bird, 
which eeciiis to frequent logs and the roots of 
trees. Of other animals there is a pjeat abun- 
dance. We see great tiiiantities of snakes, lizards, 
worms, and sjiiilera. as wcil as small bags, fliPH, 
and insects of ditfevent kinds. The vegetable pro- 
ductions are also imnieroim. ThR hilln along tho 
const are high and Hk>ep, and the general covering 
is a growth of lofty pines of different species, some 
of which rise more than two hundred feet, and are 
W>n or twelve feet in diameter near the root. Be- 
sides these trees we observe on the point a species 
of ash, the alder, the laurel, one species of the 
wild crab, and severnl kinds ofandL'rbrush, among 
which the rosebusliea ni^e conspicuous. 

Sunday, Decfinher 1, JSOJ.— Again we had a 
cloudy day, and tho wind bo liigh from the east, 
that having ventured in a boat witli a, view to 
hunt at some dicitance, Tve were obliged to return, 
W; resumed our occupation of dressing leather 
and mending onr old clothes, in which we passed 
the day. The hunters came in with a report of 
their having seen two herds of elk, but they could 
kill nothing, and we therefore again fed upon 
dried fish. At sunset it began to rain violently, 
and continued all night, and 

Mnmlny, 2i}, the ne.\ t day. This disagreeable 
food, poundi'd fish, lias occasioned so much sick- 
ness among the men that it is cow absolutely 
necessary to vary it. Three hunters therefore set 
out, and three more were sent up the Kekoraahke 
creek in search of flsh or birds. Towards evening 
one of them returned: he had observed great ap- 
pearances of elk, and -even seen two herds of 
them; but it rained so hard that he coald with 
difficulty get a shot: he bad, however, at laab 
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killeil one, &t the distance of eix milea (com .the 
cilmp, and fi canoe was now sent to bring it. 
The. party from Kekemahke ereok were lees sue- 
ccesful : the.v had seen no hsb, and all tlie birile. in 
consetjuence probably of being much hunted bythe 
Indians, i\'ere too shy to be approached. 

Tues'J;iy, J.— The wind v.as from the east, and 
the niornin^^fair; but, as if a whole day of fine 
weather was not |>eriaitted, towards iiightitbe- 
Ran to rain. Even this transient glinipBe of sun- 
ebine revived the epirils of the party, who were 
still more pleased, when the elk hilled yesterday 
was bvou];;lit into camp. This wae the first eik 
we had killed on the west side of the Rotky moun- 
tains, and condemned aa we have been to the 
dried flsh, forma a most nourishing food. After 
eating the marrow of the ahank-boneg, the equaw 
chopped them fine, and by boiling, extracted a: 
pint of grcnse, superior to the tallowitself of the 
animal. A canoe of eight Jndiane, who were car- 
rying down wappatoo roots to trade with the 
Clateops, stopped at our camp : we bought a, few 
roots for small liab-hookB, and they then left us: 
but accustomed as we are to the sight, wecould 
not but view with admiration the wonderful dex- 
terity with which they guide their canoes over the 
niOMt boisterous seas ; for though the wai'es were 
«o high, that before they had gone balfa mile the 
eanoe was several times out of sight, they pro- 
ceeded with the greatest calninees and Kecurity. 
Two of the hunters wlio set out yesterday had 
loat their way, and did not return till thin even- 
ing: they had f*en in their ramble great signs of 
elk, and hod killed six elk, which they had butch- 
ered and left at a great distance. A party waa 
sent in the morning, 

WeiiDesday, December 4, to carry the elk to 4 
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hflj, Bome distance below, to which place, if the 

weather permitted, we would nil remove ourcamp 
this evecing; but the rain which had continued 
during the night lasted all cext day, aad waa ac- 
companied by ao high a wind from the eoutheaat 
and south, that we dared not risk our canoes on 
the water It was high water at eleren o'clock, 
when the apring-tide ross two ffeet higher than the 
common Sood-tidea. We paeeed the day around 
oar Area, and as we aro so situated that the 
emoke will not immediately leave the camp, we 
are very much incommoded, and our eyes injured 
by it. No news has yet been received l>om cap- 
tain Lewifl, and we begia to have much uneasiness 
fttf iiiB Buifety. 

Thursday, December 5.— Xt rained durmg the 
whole night, and this morning the rain and liigh 
wind corapeiled us to remain at our camp. Bo- 
Bidea the inconvenience of being thus stopped oa 
onr route, we now found that all our etores and 
bedding are again wet with rain. The high water 
was at twelve o'clock, and rose two inches be- 
yond that of yesterday In the afternoon wewere 
rejoiced at the return of captain Lewis, who came 
in o. canoe with three of his men, the>otfaer two 
being left to guard six elk and five deer which 
they had killed, he had esamined the coast, and 
found a river a short diatance below, on which we 
might encamp during the winter^ with a suffi- 
ciency of elk-for our subsistence within reach. 
This information was very eatiel^tory, and we 
decided on going thither as soon as we could 
move {torn the point; but all night and the fol- 
lowing day, 

Friday 6, it rained, and the wind blew hard 
from the southwest, so that the sea was still too 
fough for US to proceed. The bigh-tide ofto-day 
380 



UP THK MISSOUKI. 

roBe thirteen inchcfl higher than it did yesterday, 
and ohli{^;ed us to move ou.r camp to a high situa^ 
tion. Here we remnined n-aitlng for better 
weather, til) about dark the wind shifted to the 
north, and the sky wasctear. We had now some 
prosppct of being alilo to leave our eitiiatioa, and 
indeed although some rain fell in the course of the 
night, the nest morning, 

Saturday 7, was fajr; we therefore loaded oqp 
canoea, and proceeded. But the tide was against 
us, and the waves very high, ro that we were 
obliged to proceed slowly and cautiously. We at 
length turned a point, and found ourselves in a 
deep bay; iiere we landed for hreakfaet. and were 
joiaed by the party sent out three days ago to 
look for the six elk. In seeking for the elk they 
had missed their way for a dny and a half, and 
when they reached the place, found the elk so 
much spoiled that they brought the skins only of 
four of them. After breakfast we coasted round 
the bay, which is about four miles across, and 
receives, besliles several small creeks, two rivers 
called by the Indians, the one Kilhowanakel, the 
other Xetul. Vie called it Sieriwether's bay, from 
the christian name of captRin I^wia, who was no 
doubt the first white man who surveyed it. Aa 
we went aiong the wind was high from the north- 
east, and in the middle of the day it rained for 
two hours, and then cleared off. On reaciiing the 
south side of the bay, we ascended the NetuI for 
three miles to the first point of highland on its 
westera bank, and formed our camp in a thick 
grove of lofty pines, abolit two hundred yards 
from the water, and thirty feet above the level of 
the high tides. 

Sunday *.— This seemed the most eligible spot 
fer onr winter establishment. In order therefore 
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to find a place for making salt, and to examine- 

the coaatry further, ca.ptain Ciark set out with 
five men, and pursuing a course eoutli, 00' iveBt, 
over a dividing ridge, through thiol; pine timber, 
much of which had fallen, paesed the heads of 
two email brooks. In the neighbourhood of these 
the land was swampy and overflowed, and we 
waded knee-deep till vre came to an open ridgy 
prairie, covered with the plant known on our 
frontier by the name of sacacommis. Here ie a 
creek about sixty yards wide, and runniiig to- 
wards point Adams; thej passed it on a small 
raft. At this place they dieeovered a large herd of 
elk, and after pursuing them for three miles over 
bad swamps and umall ponds, we killed one of 
them. The agility with wliich the elk crossed the 
swamps and bogs, seem^ almost incredible; as we 
followed their track, the ground for a whole acre 
would shake at our tread, and sometimeB we sunk 
to our hips without finding any bottom. Over 
the surfiice of these bogs is a species of moss, 
among which are great numbers of cranberries, 
and occasionally there rise ftom the swamp eteep 
and small knobs of earth, thickly covered with, 
pine and laurel. On one of these we lialted at 
night, but it was- scarcely large enough to suffer 
UH to lie clear of tlie water, and had very little 
dry wood. We eucceeded however in collecting 
enough to make a flre, and having stretched the. 
elk skin to keep olf the rain, which still continued, 
Blept till morning, 

Monday !), when we rose, perftctly wet with 
rain during the night. Three men were then sent 
in pursuit of the elk, while with the other three, 
captain Clark proceeded westward towards the 
sea., He passed over three swamps, and then ar- 
tived at a creek, which was too deep to ford, and 
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there was no wood to make a raft, lie therefore 
proceeded dowa it for a short distance, til! he 
found that he was between the forks of a creek. 
One branch of wliich he iad passed j-eiiterday, 
turoe round towards the southwest to meet an- 
other of equal size from ttie south, and together 
they form a Braail river, about seventy yards wide. 
He returned to the place wliere.lie had left the 
raft, and having crossed prtieecJed down about a 
mile, when he met three Indians. They were 
loaded with fresh salmon which they had taken 
with a gig, and were now returning to their vil- 
lage on the seacoast, where tiiey invited him to 
accompany them. He agreed, and they brought 
out a canoe hid along the ban!:sorthe creek. In 
this tbey passed over the branch which he hOd 
just crossed on a raft, and then carried the canoe 
a quarter of a mile to the other fork, which they 
crossed and continued down to the mouth of the 
river. At this place it wakes a great bend, where 
the river is seventy yarda wide; just above, or 
to the south of which is the village. We crossed 
over, and found that it consisted of three houses, 
inhabited by twelve families of Clat sopsr 'j'bey 
were on the south exposure of a hill, amT sunk 
about four feet deep into the ground ; the walls, 
roof, and gable-ends being formed of split pine 
boards ; the descent through a amall door down a 
ladder. There are two fires in the middle of the 
room, and the beds disposed round tlie walla two 
or three feet trom the fall, so ae to leave room 
under thcai for their hags, baskets and household 
articles. The floor itself is covered with mats. 
Captain Clark was received with much attention. 
Ah Boon as he entered, clean mat^ were spread, 
and fish, berries and roots set before him on small 
aeat platters of rushes. After he bad eat«n, the 
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men of the other houses came and smoked with 
him. They a!! appeared much neater in their per- 
Bons and diet than Indians generally are, and 
frequently wash their hands and faces, a ceremony 
by no means frequent elsewhere. WliOe he was 
conversing with them, a flock of brant lighted ou 
the water, and he with a email rifle shot one of 
them at a great distance. They immediately 
jumped In, and brought it on shore, very much 
astonished at the shot, which contributed to make 
them increase their attention. Towards evening 
it began to rain and blow very violently from the 
Bouthwcst; and captain Clark therefore, deter- 
mined to remain during the night, When they 
thought his appetite had returned, an old woman 
presented him in a bo'wl, made of light coloured 
horn, a kind of syrup, pleasant to the taste, and 
mado from a species of berry common in this 
country, about the size of a cherry, and called by 
the Indians shelwel: of these berries a bread is 
also prepared, which 'being boiled with roots 
forma a soup, which ■was served in neat wooden 
trenchers : this, with some cockles, was hie repast. 
The men of the village now collected, and began 
to gamble. The most common game, was one in 
which one of the company was banker, and 
played against all the rest. He bad a, piece of 
bone, about the size of a large bean, and having 
agreed with any individual as to the value of the 
Gtake, would pa«s the bone f^om one hand to the 
other, with great dexterity, singing at the same 
time, to divert the attention of his adversary; and 
tlien holding it in his hands, his antagonist was 
challenged to guess in which of them the hone 
waa, and lost or won as he pointed to the right 
or wrong hand. To this game of hazard they 
abtwdoned' tbemeelveB with great ardoori eome^ 
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times every thing they poaaesa is sacrificed to it, 
aod this eyeoiD); several urthe iDdiunii lost all the 
beada which they had with them. Thia lasted for 
three honra, when captain Clark appearing Jis- 
poeed to sleep, the man who had been moBt at- 
tentive, ajid whose name Tvas Cuskalah. spread 
two new mate near the fire, and orderiu^i; his wife 
' to retire to her own bed, the re«t of the company 
dispersed at the sarae time. Captain Clark then 
lay down, but the violence with which the fleae 
attacked him, did not leave hia rest unbroken, and 
he rose, 

Tueaday 10, early. The morning was cloudy, 
with some rain: he walked oat on the seashore, 
' aiLd observed tlie Indians walking up and down 
I the creek and examining the shore: he was at a 
[ loss to understand their object, till one of them 
came to him and explained that they were in 
search of fish which had been thrown on shore 
and lefC by the tide, adding in Enghsh, "sturgeon 
lis very good." There is indeed, every reason to 
suppose, that these Clatsops depend for their 
Buhsistence during the winter, chiefly on the fish 
I thus casually thrown on the coast. After amus- 
ting hiiiiseli' for some time on the beach, be re- 
I turned towards the village, and shot on his way 
two brant. As he came near the village, one of 
I the Indians asked him tu shoot a duck about, 
thirty steps distant: he did so, and having acci- 
[ dentally shot off its head, the bird was brought 
I to the village by the Indians, all of whom came 
[round in astonishment: thej examined the duck, 
the mufiket, and the very amall bullet, which were 
a hundred to thcpound, and then exclaimed, Clouch 
musquet, wake, commatax itiusquet: agood mus- 
ket, do not understand thia kind of musket. They 
now placed before him their best roots, fieh, and 
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eyrnp, after "which he attempted to parchaee a 
sea-otter skin with soiue red beads which he hap- 
pened to liave about tim; but they declined trad- 
ing, as they valued none except blue or white 
beada: he therefore bought nothing fant a little 
berry bread and a Sbw roots in exchange for flah- 
hooka, and then set out to return by the same 
route on which he came. He was accompanied by 
Cuskalah and his brother as far as the third 
creek, axid then proceeded to the camp through a 
heavy rain. The whole party had been occupied 
during his absence in cutting down trees to make 
huts, and in hunting. 

Wednesday, 11.— The rain continued last night 
and the whole of this day. We were, however, all 
employed in putting up our winter cabins, which 
we are anxious to finish, as several of the men are 
beginning to suffer from the excessive dantpnees: 
four of them have very violent colds, one ba« a 
dysentery, a third has tumours on his lege, and 
two have been injured by dislocation and strain- 
ing of their Umbs. 

Thursd/if, 12.—Vfo continned to work in the 
rain at our houses. In the evening there arrived 
two canoes of ClatsopB, among whom was a prin- 
cipal chief, called Coraowol. We gave him a 
medal, and treated his companions with great 
attention ; after which we began to bargain for a 
small sea-otter skin, some wappatoo roots, and 
another species of root called shanataque. We 
readily perceived that they were close dealers, 
stickled much for trifles, and never closed the bar- 
gain until they thought they had the advantage. 
The wappatoo is deiir, as they themselves are 
obUged to give a high price for it to the Indians 
above. Dine beads are the articles most in re- 
quest, the white occupy the oext place in their 
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eatiniation; but tliey lio not vaJue much those of 
jinj other colour. We succeeded at last in pui^ 
chasing ttieir miiole cargo Tor a fevf fiwh-hooke and 
a small eacli oflndian tobacco, which we had re- 
eeived from tlie Shoshonees. The next morning-, 

Friday, 13th, we treated tliem to a breakfhst on 
ellt meat, of which they seemed very fond, and 
iiaving purchOBed from them two Bkina of the 
liieervia, and two robes made of the skin of an 
animal about the size of a cat, they lell ue. Two 
hunters returned with the pleasing intelligence of 
their having killed eighteen elk about six milea oK 
Our huts begin to rise, for though it rains alt day 
we continue our labours, and are rejoiced to find 
that the beautiful balsam pine splits into excellent 
boards, more than two feet in width. In the even- 
ing three Indians came in a canoe with provisions 
and ekins for sale, and spent the night with us. 

Saturday, 14.— Again it rained all day, but by 
working constantly we finished the walls of our 
hut*, end nearly completed a house for our pro- 
visions. The constant rains have completely 
spoiled our last supply of elk; bat notwithstand- 
ing that scarcely a man has been dry for a great 
number of days, the eick are recovering. Four 
men were despatched to guard the elk which were 
killed yesterday, till a larger party joined them. 
Accordingly, 

Sandny IS, captain Clark with sixteen men set 
out in three canoes, and having rowed for three 
miles up the river turned up a large creek from the 
right, and after going three miles further landed 
about the height of the tide water. The men were I 
then despatched in small parties to bring in the 
elk, each man returning with a quarter'of tho 
animal. Tn bringing the third and last load, 
nearly hall' the men missed their way, and did not 
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return till aftee night; five of them indeed were 
not able to find their way at all. It had been 
cloudy all day, and in the night began to rain, 
and as we had no rover were obliged to eit up the 
greater part of the night, for an aoon as we lay 
down the rain would come under us, and tonipel 
U8 to rise. It was indeed a most uncomfortable 
situation, hut the five men who juined us in the 
morning, 

^fo^day Ifl, had been more unlucky, for in addi- 
tion to the rainwhich had poured down upon them 
all night, they had no fire, and drenched and cold as 
they were when they reached ue, exhibited a nioet 
diBtresBing sight. They had left their loads where 
they slept, and some men were sent after them, 
■while others were despatched after two more elk 
Jn another bend of the creek, who after taking 
these last on board, proceeded to our camp. It 
rained and hailed during the day, and a high 
wind from the southeast not only threw down 
trees as we passed along, but made the river so 
rough that we proc'ccded with great risk. We 
now had the meat house covered, and all our 
game carefully hung tip in email pieces. 

Tuesday J7.— It rained all night, and this morn. 
ing there was a bigL wind, and hail as well- as 
rain fell ; and on the top of a mountain about ten 
miles to the soutbeaat of ue we observed some 
Bnow. Thegreater part ofour stores is wet, and 
our leathern tent is eo rotten that the slightest 
touch makes a rent in it, and it will now scarcely 
shelter a spot large enough for our beds. \Ve were 
all buay in finishing the inside of the huts. The 
after part of the day was cool and iJiir. But this 
respite was of very sliort duration, for all night 
it continued raining and snowing alternately, and 
in the morning, 
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Wednesday IS, we bad snow and hail till twelve 
o'clock, (ifter whicb it ehanged to rain. The air 
now became cool and disagreeable, the wind high 
and unsettled, eo that being thinly dreeaed in 
leather, we were able to do very little oa the 
houiaee. 

Thursday 19. — The rain continued all nightwith 
abort intervale, but the morning ^'oe (Uir and the 
wicd iVora the southwest. Situated as we are, 
our only occupation is to work as diligently as we 
can on our houHee; and to watch the changes of 
the weather, on which eo much of our comfort 
dependfl. We availed oureelv.es of this glimpse of 
ennahiue, to send across Meriwether's bay for the 
boards of an old Indian houae; but before the 
party returned with them, the weather clouded, 
and we again had hail and rain during the rest of 
the day. Our only TiBitOPs were tw-o Indiana who 
spent a ebort time with ue. 

Friday 20.— K Bucceaeion of rain and hail during 
the night. At ten o'clock it cleared off for a short 
time, bnt the rain «oon recommenced; we no^ 
covered in four of our liuta; three Indiana came in 
a canoe with mate, roots, and the berries of the 
aacacommis. Theee people proceed with a dex- 
terity and flneaee in their b argaiaa , which, if they 
have not learnt from their foreign ^eitors, it may 
show how nearly allied is the cunning of eavages 
to the little arts of traffic. They begin by aaking 
double or treble the value of what they have to 
sell, and lower their demand in proportion to the 
greater orleaadegreeof ardour or knowledge of the 
purchaser, who with all his management ia not 
able to procure the article for leas than its real 
value, which the Indiana perfectly understand. 
Ouf chief medium of trade conaists of blue and 
whita bcad a, files with Tyhic b the^ _flharpen their 
Vol. n.— 20 283 " 
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toola , fieb-hooke, and tobace ii: but of all theat 
Ttrllcies blue beads and tobacco are the most 
esteemed. 

Siitarda^ 51.— As usital it rained all night and 
continued without intermiBsion during t)ie day. 
One of our Indian visitors ivas dettcWd in atealing 
a horn spoon, and turiaed out of tlie eanip. \Vb 
find that tlie plant called sacaconimis forma an 
agreeable mixture with tobacco, and we tlierefore 
despatched two men to the open lands near the 
ocean, in order to collect some ofit, while the test 
■continued their work. 

Sunday 5^.— There was no interval in the'ri^D 
last night and to-day; so that we cannot go on 
rapidly with our buildings. Some ofthemenare 
indeed quite Hie);, others have received hriiiees, and 
several complain of biles. We discover too, that 
part of our elk meat is spoiling in consequence of 
the warmth of the weather, though we have kept 
O constant smoke under it, 

Monday 2•^.--\t continued raining the whole 
day, with no variation escept occasional thunder 
and hail. Two canoes of Clatsops came to us 
with various articles for sale; we bought three 
mats and bags neatly ninffff of flags and rushes, 
and also the skin of a panther seven feet long, in- 
cluding the tail. For all these we gave six email 
flsh-hooks, a worn-out Cle, and some pounded fish 
which had beconiesp soft Cnd mouldy'^ by ex- 
posure, tEatwe could not use it; it is, however, 
highly prized by the Indians oF this neighbour- 
hood. Although a very portable and convenient 
food, the mode of curing seems known, or at least 
practised only by the Indians near the great falls, 
and coming fl-om such a distance, has an addi- 
tional value in the eyes of these people, who are 
anxious to possess eome food leas precarious than 
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their ordinary subsistence. Among these C latsops 
was a second chief to whom we gave a medal, 
and sent some pounded fish to CuscalaJi, who 
could not come to see us, on occonnt ol' sickness. 
The next day, 

Tuesday 24, howeyer, be came in a canoe with 
his young brother and two eqaaws. Having 
treated captain Clark su kindly at his village we 
were ple-aeed to eee him, and he gave ua two mats 
and a parcel of roots. These we accepted, as it 
would have been, ofiensive to decline the offir but 
afterwards two files were demanded in return for 
the presents, and not being able to spare those 
articiee, we restored the mats and roots. Cus- 
calah was a little displeased : in the evening how- 
ever he offered each of us one of the squaws, and 
even this being declined, CuBcalah as well as the 
whole party of Indians were highly offended : the 
females particularly seemed to be much incensed at 
onr indiffcrenee about their favours. The whole 
stock of meat being now completely spoiled, our 
pounded fish became again our chief dependence. 
It had rained constantly all day, but we still con- 
tinued working and at last moved into our huts. 

Wednesday ^■'i. — We were awaked at daylight by 
a discharge of firearms, which was followed by a 
song from the men, as a coTaplimcnt to us on the 
return of Christmas, which we have always been 
accustomed to observe o* a day of rejoicing. 
After breakfast we divided our remaining stock of 
tobacco, which amounted to twelve carrots, into 
two parts; one of which we distributed among 
such of the party as made use of it, ranking a 
present of a handkerchief to the others. The re- 
mainder of the day was passed in good spirits, 
though there waa nothing in our situation to 
excit« much gaiety. The rain confined na to the 
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hoDse, and onr only luxuries in honour of the 
season, were some poor e!k, so much spoiled that 
we eat it through mere necessity, a few roote, and 
Bome spoiled ponnded flsh. The next day. 

Thursday 2ii, brought a continuation of rain, 
accompanied with thunder, and a high wind from 
the southeast. We were therefore still obliged to 
remain in our huts, and endeavoured to dry our 
wet articiee before the fire. The fleaa which an- 
noyed UH near the portage of the great fiilla, have 
taken such posaessioa of our clothes, that we 
are obliged to have a regular search every day 
through our blankets fla a necessary preliminary 
to sleeping at night. These animals indeed are so 
numerous, that they are almost a calamity to the 
Indians of this country. When they have once ob- 
tained the laaatery of any house it is irapoasible 
to expel them, and the Indians have frequently 
different houseB, to which they resort occasionally 
■when the fleaa have rendered their permanent reai- 
dence intolerable; yet in spite of these precautiona, 
every Indian is constantly attended by multitudes 
of them, and no one cornea into our houses with- 
out leaving behind him swarms of these torment- 
ing insects. 

Friday IT.— The rain did not cease last night, 
nor the greater part of the day. In the evening 
we were visited by Comowool, the chief, and four 
men of the Clatsop nation, who brought a very 
timely supply of roots and berries. Among these 
was one called culhomo, resembling liquorice in 
size and taste, and which they roast hke a po- 
tato; there was also the shanataque, a root of 
which they are very fond. It is of a black colour, 
flweet to the taste, and is prepared Cor eating in a 
kiln, as the Indians ap the Columbia dry the 
pasheco. These as well as the shellwell berriee. 
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they value highly, but were pertectly aatisfled with 
the return we made them, conHiBting of a small 
piece of sheepskin, to wear round the chief's head, 
a pair of earboba for his son, a email piece of 
brass, and a little ribbon. In addition to our old 
enemies the fieas, we observed two mosquitoes, or 
insects so completely reaembling them, that we 
can i>erceive uo dlSerence iu their shape and ap- 
pearance. 

Saturdaj, 2S.— Again it rained during the 
greater part of last night, and continued all day. 
Five men were sent oat to hunt, and five others 
degpatcbcd to the seaside, each with a large ket- 
tle, in order to begin the manufacture of salt. 
The route to the seacoast is about seven mile* in 
length, in a direction nearly west. Five miles of 
the distance ie through thick wood varied with 
hills, ravines and swamps, though the land in 
genera! possesses a rich black mould. The re- 
maining two miles is formed of open waving 
prairies of sand, with ridges running parallel to 
the river, and covered with green grass. The rest 
ofthe men were employed in making pickets and 
gates for our new fort. Although we had no sun, 
the weather was very warm. 

Siindaj; 29. — It rained the whole night, but 
ceased this morning, and bnt Uttle rain ItU in the 
course of the day; still the weather was cloudy 
and the wind high from the southeast, 'i'ho 
Clatsop chief and his party left us, after begging 
for a great number uf articles, which, as we 
could not spare tlioiu. v/e refused except a ra^or. 
We were employed all day in picketting the fort: 
in the evening a young Wahkaicum chief, with 
four men and two women, arrived with some 
dressed elk akin and wappatoo for sale. We pur- 
chased about a bushel and a half of those roots 
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for some red beads, and email piecea of brasB viin 
and old check. The chief too made us a present 
of half a bushel more, for which we gave hira a 
medal, and a piece of ribbon, to tie rouad hie hat. 
These roota are extremely grateful, Hince our meat 
haa become apoiled, and we were desiroua of pur- 
chaaing the remainder; but the chief would not 
dispose of any more, ae he was on hia way to 
trade with the Clatsops. They remained with ub 
however till the next day, 

MoBtl.iy, 30, when they were joined by four 
more of their countrymen, from the Wahkiacum 
Tillage. These last began by oflering us some 
roota; bnt as we had now learned that they al- 
ways expect three or foar times aa much in return, 
as the real value of the articlea, and are evea 
dissatislied with that, we dechned Buch dangerous 
presents. Towards evening the hunters brought 
in four elk, and after a long course of abstinence 
and miserable diet, we had a n.ost suroptuouB 
supper of elk's tongues and marrow. Besides 
this agreeable repast, the state of the weather 
had been quite exhilarating. It hod rained during 
the night, but in the morning, though the high 
wind continued, we enjoyed the fairest and most 
pleasant weather since our arrival ; the sun having 
shone at int-ervals, and there being only three 
showers in the course of tlie day. By sunset wa 
had completed the fortiUcation, and now an- 
nounced to the Indians that every day at that 
hour the gates would be closed, and they must 
leave the ibrt and not enter it till sunrise. Tlie 
Wahkiacums, who had remained with ue, and who 
are very forward in their deportment, complied very 
reluctantly wth this order; but being excluded 
&oni our houses, formed a camp near us. 

Tuesday, !U.—Ae if it were impossible to have 
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twenty-four hoiire of pleasant weather, the aky 
laM evening clouded, and the rain began and con- 
tinued through the day. In the morning there 
came down two canoes, one from the Wahliiacum 
Tillage, the other contained three men and aaquaw 
of the Skilloot nation. They brought wappatoo, 
and shanataque roots, dried fish, mate made 
of flaga and rushes, dressed elk ekiae and tobacco; 
for whieh, particularly the skins, they aaked a 
very estravagant price. We purchased some wap- 
patoo, and a Uttle tobacco, very much like that 
■wehad seen among the ShoahoueeB,piit up in small 
neat baga made of rushea. These we obtained in 
exchange for a few articles, among which iish- 
hooks are the moet eateemed. One of the Skilloota 
brought a gun which wanted some repair, and 
having put it in order, we received from him a 
present of about a peck of wappatoo; we then 
gave him a piece of sheep bMu and blue cloth, to 
corer the lock, and he very thankfully offered a 
ibrther present of roots. There is, in faJ^t, an 
obvious superiority in these Skilloota over the 
Wahkiacnma, who are intrusive, thievish, and im- 
pertinent. Our new tegulationa, however, and the 
appearance of the sentinel, have improved the 
behaviour of all our Indian visitors. They left 
the fort before aunset, even 'H'ithout being ordered. 

Besides the fleaa, we observe a number of insects 
in motion to-day. Snakes are yet to be ee^'u; 
snails too, without covers, are common. On the 
rivers, and along the ahorea of Meriwether's bay, 
are many kinds of large water fowls, but at this 
period they are excessively wild. The early part 
of the night was fair. 

Wediiesilnj, January 1, 7Sflfi.— We were awaked 
at an early hour, by a discharge of a volley of 
small arms, to salute the new yeai'. This is the 
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only mode of doing honour to the day which our 
eitufttion permits, for though we have reaaoa to 
be gayer than we ■were at Christmaa, our only 
daiatiea are the boiled elk aud wappatoo, enliv- 
ened by draughts of pure water. We were visited 
by a few Clatsope, who came by water, bringing 
roots and berriea for sale. Among this nation we 
tbave observed a man about twenty-five years old, 
J of a much lighter complexion than the Indians 
t^nerally : his face was even freckled, and hie hair 
I long, and of a colour inclining to red. He was in 
Ihabita and manners perfectly Indian; but, though 
Ihe did not speak a word of Engliiih, he seemed to 
[■nnderHtand more than the others of his party; 
and, as we could obtain, no account of his origin, 
we concluded that one of hia parents, at leaet, 
must hare been completely white. 

These Indiana stayed with us during the night, 
and left the fort next morning, 

Tbumday 2, having disposed of their cargo for 
fiehing-hooke and oth^r trifling ojiliiclee. The 
hunters brought in two elk, and we obtained 
froni the traps another. This animal, as well as 
the beaver and the raccoon, are in plenty near the 
HeBcoa«t, and along the small creeks and rivers as 
high as the grand rapids, and in this country 
possess an extremely good fiir. 

The birds which niost strilie our attention are 
the large a^ well as the small or whistling swan, 
the sandhill crane, the large and small geese, cor- 
morants, brown and white brant, duck and mal- 
lard, the canvass and several other species of 
ducks. There is also a small crow, the blue 
crested corvus, and the smaller corms with a 
white breast, the little brown wren, a large 
brown sparrow, the bald eagle, and the beautiftil 
buzzard of the Columbia, All these wild fowl con- 
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tdnne witli ue, though they are not in such nnm- 
bere fts on our first arrival in this ueif^hbourhood, 

FriiJay 4.^At eleven o'cl ock we were visittd by 
onr neighbour the Pia, or ciiief Comowool. who ia 
also called Coone, and Bis Clatsope, Beeidea 
roots, and berries, they brought for sale three 
doRS and some freah blubber. Having been bo 
long accustomed to live on the flesh of dogs, the 
greater part of ua have ac(]uired a foadiiesH for it, 
and our original aversion for it ie overcome, by 
reflecting that wiiile we subsisted on that food we 
■ wore flitter, atronger, and in general enjoyed bet- 
ter health than at any period since leaving the 
buffalo country eastward of the moontaine. The 
blubber, n-hich is esteemed by the Indians an ex- 
cellent food, has been obtained, they t«ll us. from 
their neighbours the Killamucka, a nation who 
live on the seacoast to the southeast, and near 
one of whose villagea a whale hud recently been 
thrown and foundered. Three of the hunters who 
had been deaiiatched on the 2yth, returned about 
dark* they had been fifteen miles up the river to 
the east of us, which fails into IMeriwether'a bay, 
and had hunted a considerable distauce to the 
east ; but they had not been able to kill more than 
a siuglf deer, and a few fowls, scarcely sufficient 
for their subsistence ; an incident which teachea us 
the necessity of keeping out several parties of 
hunters, in order to procure a aupply ogaiust any 
exigency, 

Saturday 4, — Comowool left ua this morning 
with hia party, highly pleased with a present of 
an old pair of aatin breeches. The huntera were 
all gent in diflerent directions, and we are now 
becoming more anxious for tlieir succeas since our 
etore of wappatoo is all exhausted. 

Sunday 5.— Two of the Hve men who had been 
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despatched to make salt returned. They hadtare- 
ftjUy examined the coaat, but it waa not tii) the 
fifth day after their deijarture timt they discov- 
ered a conrenient Bituation for their maaufacture. 
At length they Ibrm-ed an eetabUehmeat about 
fifteen milM southwest of the fort, near some scat- 
tered houses of the Clatsop and Killaniuck nOi- 
tion, where they erected a comfortable camp, and 
had killed a stock of provisions. The ludiaiu had 
treated them very kindly, and niado them a 
present of the blubber of the whale, some of which 
the men brought home. It was white and not_ 
nnUke the fat of pork, though of a coarser and 
more spongy texture, and on being cooked waa 
found to be tender and palatable, and in flavour 
resembling the beaver. The men also brought 
with them a gallon of the salt, which was white, 
fine, and very good, but not so strong an the rock 
sa!t common to the western parts of the United 
States, It proves to be a most agreeable addition 
to our food, and as the saltmakers can manu- 
facture tluree or four quarts a day, we have a 
prospect of a very pjentiftil supply. The appear- 
ance of the whale seemed to be a matter of im- 
portance to all the neighbouring Indiana, and as 
we might be able to procure some of it for our- 
selves, or at least purchase blubber from the 
Indians, a small parecl of merchandise was pre- 
pared, and a party of the men held in readiness to 
set out in the momiag. As soon oh this resolu- 
tion was known, Chaboneau and his wife re- 
quested that tliey might be permitted to accom- 
pany us. The poor woman stated very earnestly 
that she had travelled a great way with us to see 
the great water, yet she had never been down to 
the coast, and now that this monstrous (ish was 
also to be seen, it seemed hard that she should 
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not be permitted to see neither the ocean nor the 
whale. So reasonable a request could not be 
denied; thej were therefore eufFered to accompany 
captain Clark, who, 

Monday (!, after an early breakfest set ont with 
twelve men in two canoua. He proceeded down 
the Netnl into Meriwether bay, intending to go to 
the Clatsop town, and there procure a guide 
through the creeks, which there was reason to 
believe communicated not only with the bay, but 
■with a small river running towards the eea, near 
where our saltmatera were encamped. Before 
however he conld reach the Clateop village, the 
high wind from the northwest compelled him to 
put into a small creek. He therefore resolved to 
attempt the passage without a guide, and pro- 
ceeded up the creek tlu-ee miles, to some high open 
land where he found a road . He therefore left the 
canoes, and followed the path over three deep 
marshes to a pond about a. mile long, and two 
hundred yards wide. He kept on the left of this 
pond, and at length came to the creek which he 
had crossed on a raft, when he had visited Cus- 
calab's village on the ninth of !>eccmber. He pro- 
ceeded down it, till he found a email canoe, fit to 
hold three persons, in which the whole party 
crossed the creek. Here they saw a herd of elk, 
and the mea were divided into small parties, and 
hunted them till after dark, when they met again 
at the forks of the river. Three of the elk were 
wounded, but night prevented their taking more 
than one, which was brought to the cainp, and 
cooked with some sticks of pine which had drilled 
down the creeks. The weather was beautiful, the 
sky clear, the moon shone brightly, acircumfitauce 
the more agreeable as this is the hret fair evening 
ve have enjoyed for two months. 
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CHAPTER YTTT , 

A parts, beaded b; captaia Clarfc. go In queHt of a wbnle driven 
OD tbs stian: or tbe PocLBc lo DbloJn aomeoIUie oil— Tbey posa 
Claraop rfyr. wlilcti is deacrlbefl— Tlie pertlouB nature of cbli 
Jaunty and tho (^andeur oC tho scenery described — Indian 
mode of eitractlng whale oil— The lite nf one of caplalQ aarl;'* 
party pivsvrved bj Iho kindaeea of an lodlaD woman — A short 
aooonnt of the ChlDnoobe, -or Uie Clauopa, Klllainucks. the 
Lucktons, and an onuint^ratlon of aoveial other tr1bp4— Tbfl 
manner of aepulphre among tlip Chlnnoota. Claisops, 4e.— De- 
§crlpUoD uf their weapons of war and busting— Their mode cf 
holldlDg touBeB— Their manufautureB, and oioknry— Tholr 
mode of mokini; canoes — Tlielr great dexterity In mwrmginy 
that vehicle. 

Tuesday, 7.— There was a froet this morning. 
We roee early, and taking eight ponnde of flesh, 
wbicb were all the remains of the elk, proceeded 
np the eoath fork of the creek. At the distance of 
two milea we found a pine tree, which had been 
filled by one of our saltmakere, and on which w» 
crossed the deepest part of the creek, and waded 
throngh the rest. We then went oyer an open 
ridgy prairie, three quorterB of a mile, to the sea- 
beach; after following which for three miles, w» 
came to the mouth of a beautiflil river, with a 
bold, rapid current, eighty-five yards wide, and 
three feet deep, in its shallawest crossings. On Its 
northeast side are the remains of an old village of 
Clat«ops, inhabited by only a single fiimily, who 
appeared miserably poor and dirty. We gave a 
man two fiHh-hooks, to ftrry the party over the 
river, which, from the tribe on its banks, we called 
Clatsop river. The creek, which we had passed on a 
tree, approaches this riverwithinabout an hundred 
yards, and by means of a portage, supplies a 
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commnnicafjon ivith the TillngeB near Poiiit 
Adama. Aiter going on for two niilea, we found 
the saltmakera encamped near four bouses of Clat- 
eops and Killamucke, wbo, though poor, dirty, 
and covered wth fleae, eeeiiied kind and well dis- 
posed. We persuaded a young Indian, by a pres- 
ent of a file, and a proiniBe of some other articlea, 
to guide U8 to the spot where the whale Ijiy. He 
led ue for two and a half milee over the round 
elippery stoaes at the foot of a high hill projecting 
into the sea, and then suddenly stopping, and 
nttering the word peshack or bad, explained by 
eiguB that we could no longer follow the coast, 
bnt must cross the roountain. This promised to 
be a most laborious undertOiking, for the aide ia 
nearly periwndicular, and the top lost in clouds. 
He, however, foUowed an Indian path which 
wound along aa much as possible, hut still the 
ascent was so steep, that at one place we drew 
onrselves for about an hundred ffeet by means of 
bushes and roots. At length, afbcr two hours' 
labour, we reached the top of the mountain, where 
we looked down with astoniBbment on the pro- 
digious height often or twelve hundred feet, which 
we had ascended. Immediately below us, in the 
fece of this precipice, is a stratum of white earth, 
used, as our guide informed us, as a paint by the 
neighbouring Indians. It obviously contains 
argiie, and resembles the earth of which the 
French porcelain is made, though whether it 
contains silex or magnesia, or in what propor- 
tions, we could not observe. We were here met 
by fourteen Indians, loaded -with oil and blubber, 
the spoils of the whale, which they were carrying 
in very heavy burdens, over this rough mountain. 
On leaving them, we proceeded over a bad road 
till night, when we encamped on a small run ; we 
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were a!! much fatigued, but the weather was 
pleaBOnt, and, for th<- first time aince our arrival 
here, an entire day baa paiised without rain. In 
the morning, 

Weilneaday, S, we set out earlj and proceeded to 
the top of the mouutaiu, the highest point of 
■which IB an open spot facinji; the ocean. It In 
situated about tlilrty miles eoutheast of cape Dis- 
appointment, and projects neai'ly two and a half 
miles into the sea. Here one of the most deUghtflil 
views in nature presents itself. Iromediately in 
front is the ocean, which breaks with fury on the 
coast, from the rocks of cape Disappointment as 
fkr as the e;e can discern to the northwest, and 
against the highlands and irregular piles of rock 
which diversify the shore to the southeast. To 
this boisteroiia scene, the Columbia, with its 
tributary waters, widening into bays as it ap- 
proaches the ocean, and studded ou both sides 
with the Chinnook and Clatsop villages, forma a 
charming contrast; "while immediately beneath 
our ftet, are stretched tUe rich prairies, euhvened 
by three beautilul streams, which conduct the eye 
to small lakes at the foot of the hills. We stopped 
to enjoy the romantic view from this place, which 
we distinguished by the name of Clark's Point of 
View, and theu followed our guide down the 
mountain. The desceut was steep and dangerous : 
in many places the lull sides, wliich are formed 
principally of yellow clay, has been washed by the 
late rains, and is now slipping into the sea, in 
large masses of fifty and an hundred acres. In 
other parts, the path crosses the rugged perpen- 
dicular rocks which overhang tlie sea, into which 
a false step would lave precipitated ns. The 
moHutains are covered with a very thick growth 
of timber, chiefly pine and fir; some of which, near 
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Clafk'B Point of View, perifectiy sound and solid, 
riee to the height of two hundred and ten feet, 
and are from eight to twelve in diameter. Inter- 
mised is the white cedar, or arbor vitne, and a 
small quantity of blacit aider, two or thre* feet 
thick, and sixty or Beventy in height. At length 
■we reached a single hoHse, the remains of an old 
Killaniack village, situatt'd among aome rocks, in 
a bay immediately on the coast. We then contin- 
ued for two miles along the sand beach ; and after 
crossing a creok, eighty yards in width, near 
which are five cabins, reached the place where the 
"waves had thrown the whale on shore. The 
animal had been placed between two Kiilnmuck 
Tillages, and such had beea their industry, that 
there now remained nothing more than the skele- 
ton, which Tve fonnd to be one hundred and flfe 
feet in length. Captain Clark then returned to the 
village of five huta, on the creek, to which he gave 
the name of Kcola, or Whale creek. The natives 
[-■were all busied in boiling the blubber, in a large 
' square trough of wood, by meana of heated 
J'Btones, and preserving the oil, thus extracted, in 
'bladders and the entraib of the whale. The refbse 
'of the blubber, which still contained a portion of 
oil, are hung up in large flitohes, and when wanted 
fibr use, are warmed on a wooden spit before the 
fflre, and eaten either alone, or dipped in oil, or 
rwith roota of the rush and shanataque. These 
[■Killamucks, though they tad great quantities, 
pparted with it reluctantly, and at such high prices, 
Lthat our whole stock of merchandise was ei- 
fhansted in the purchase of about tlireo hundred 
f pounda of blubber, and a few gallons of oil. With 
bese we set out to return,- and having crossed 
[Eeola creek, encamped on its bank, where there 
rwaa abundance of fine timber. We ■were soon 
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joined by the men of the Tillage, with whom we 
Bmoked, and who frave us all the information 
they poBHesaed. relative to their country. These 
Killamucks are part of a mueh larRer nation of 
the same nan;e, and they now reside chiefly in 
fonr Tillages, each at the entrance of a creek, all 
of which fall into a bay on the Bouthvrent coast; 
that at which we now are, being the moat north- 
ern, and at the distance of about forty-flve miles 
Bontheaat of Point Adams. The rest of the nation 
are scattered along tLe coast, and on the banks of 
a river, which, as we found it in their delinea- 
tions, we called KiUamuck'H rirer, emptying itself 
in the same direction. Daring the salmon season 
they catch great quantities of that fish, in the 
small creeks, and when they fail, their chief re- 
Boarce was the sturgeon and other fish stranded 
along the coast, Th-e elk were very numerous in 
the mountains, hut they could not procure many 
of them with their arrows; and their principal 
communication with strangers, was by means of 
the Killamuck river, up which they passed to the 
Shoeatilcum (or Columbia) to trade forwappatoo 
roots. In their dress, appearance, and indeed 
every circumstance of life, they differ very little 
from the Chinnooks, Clatsops, and other nations 
in the neighbourhood. The chief variation we 
have observed is in the manner of burying the 
dead ; the bodies being securfid in an ohioiig box 
of plank, which is placed in an oi)pn canoe, lying 
on the gronnd, with a paddle, and other small 
articles of the deceased by his side. 

Whilst smoking with the Indians, captain Clark 
was surprised about ten o'clock by a loud shrill 
outcry from the opposite village; on hearing 
which, ail the Indians immediately started up to 
cross the creek, and the guide informed him that 
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some one had been killed. On examination, one 
of the men waa dianovered to be abeent, and a 
guard despatched, who met hira croasing the 
creek in great haste. An Indian belonging to an- 
other band, and ivho happened to be with the 
KillamuekH that evening, had treated him with 
much kindneHs, and walked arm in arm with him 
[to a tent where our man found a Chinnook 
BqnaWj who was an old acquaintance. From the 
conversation and manner of the stranger, thii 
woman diBCOvered that his object waa to murder 
the white man, for the sake of the few articlea on 
hia peraon, and when he rose, and pressed our 
man to go to another tent where they would find 
something better to eat, ahe held M'Neal by the 
blanket; not knowing her object, he freed himself 
from her, and waa going on with hia pretended 
friend, when ahe ran out and gave the ahriek 
which brought the men of the village over, and 
^ the stranger ran off before M'Neal knew what had 
I occasioned the alarm. 

Tbarstiaj, 9. — The morning was fine, the wind 

from the northeast; and having divided our stock 

of the blubber, we began at sunrise to retread 

our etepa, in order to reach tort Clatsop, at the 

I distance of thirty-five milea. We met aeveral par- 

I ties of Indiana on their way to trade for blubber 

I and oil with the Killaraucks; {our route lay 

serosa the same mountains which we had already 

passed) we also overtook a party returning fl-om 

Ithe village, and could not but regard with aeton- 

lishment the heavy loads which the women carry 

I over these fatiguing and dangerous paths. Ah one 

of the women waa descending a ateep part of the 

I mountain, her load slipped fl-om her baelt, and she 

I Btood holding it by a strap with one hand, and 

with the other supporting herselfby a bush: cap- 
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tain Clark being: near licr, undertook to replace 
the load, and found it almost ae mucli as lie could 
lift, and above one hundred poundu in weight. 
Loaded ae they were, they kept pace with uh, till 
■we reached the aaltmakere' tents, where we paused 
the night, while they continued their route. 

Friday, 10.— Vie proceeded across Clatsop river, 
to the plate where we had left our canoea ; aud ae 
the tide waa coming iii, immediately embarked for 
the fort, at which place we arrived about ten 
o'clock at night. During their absence, the men 
had been occupied in hunting and drcEsiug skins, 
but in this they were not very euccesaful, as the 
deer have become scarce, and are, indeed, seen 
chiefly near the prairies and open grounds, along 
the coast. This morning, however, there came to 
the fort twelve ludiajiH, in a large canoe. They 
are of the Cathlamaii nation, our nearest neigh- 
bours above, on the south side of the river. Tlie 
tio, or chief, whose name was Shahawacap, hav- 
ing been absent on a, hunting excursion, as we 
passed his village, had never yet seen us, and we 
therefore showed him the honours of our country, 
as well 08 our reduced finances would i»riuit. We 
invested liim. with a small medal, and received a 
present of Indian tobacco and a basket of wap- 
patoo in return, for which we gave him a small 
piece of our tobacco, and thread for a fishing net. 
They had brought dried, salmon, wappatoo, dogs, 
and mats mode of rushes and Sags; but we 
bought only some dogs aud wupputoo. These 
Catlilamahs speak the same language as the 
Chinnooks and Clataops, whom they also resem- 
ble in dress and manuera. 

Saturday, 11.— A party was sent oat to bring 
In some elk killed yesterday, aud several were 
despatched after our Indian canoe, which drifted 
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away last night; but, though the n'hole neigh- 
bourhood waa diligently eearehed, we were unable 
to find it. This is a. Herious Iobb, as she ih much 
BDperior to our own eaDoeSj and so light that Tour 
men can carry tier readily without fktigue, though 
she will carry from ten to twelve hundred pounds, 
besides a crew of four. In the evening the Cathia- 
mahs left us, on their way to barter their wappa- 
too with the Clateope, lor some blubber and oil, 
which these last have proeured ttom the Killa- 
mucks, in exchange for beads and other articles. 

Sunday, 12.— Oar meat is now becoming scarce ; 
■we, therefore, determined to jerk it, and issue it in 
small quantities, instead of dividing it among the 
four messes, and leaving to each the cafe of its 
own provisions ; a plan by which much is iost, in 
consequence of the i in providence of the men. Two 
buuters had been despatch^ in the morning, and 
one of them, Drewyer, had before evening, killed 
seven elk. We should ecareely be able to subsist, 
were it not for the exertions of this most eicellent 
hunter. The game is scarce, and nothing is now 
to be seen, except elk, which to almost all the 
men, are very difficult to be procured : but Drew- 
yer, who is the otfepring of a Canadian French- 
man, and an Indian woman, has passed his liik in 
the woods, and unites, in a wonderful degree, the 
dexterous aim of the frontier buataman, with the in- 
tuitive sagacity of the Indian, in pursuing the 
t^int^st tracks through the forest. All our men, 
however, have indeed, become so expert with the 
rifle, that we are never under apprehensions as to 
food, since, whenever there is game of any kind, 
we are almost certain of procuring it. 

Monilaj, 1^.— Captain Lewis took all the men 
who could be spared, and brought in the seven 
elk, which they had found untooched by the 
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wolvea, of which thtre are a few in the neighbour- 
hood. The last or the candles whith we brought 
with U8 being eihauBted, we now began to make 
others ol elk tallow. From all that we have seen 
and learnt of the Chinnooka, we have been induced 
to estimate the nation at about twenty-eight 
honacB, and four hundr ed bo uIh. They reside 
chiefly along the KaiTlw oTa river' to which we 
gave the same name ; and wliich, running parallel 
to the seacoast, waters a low country with many 
stagnant ponds, and then empties itself into 
Haley's bay. The wild fowl of these ponds, and 
the elk and deer of" the neighbourhood, furnish 
them with oecaaional luxuries ; but their chief aub- 
eiet«nce is derived bom the salmon and other fish, 
which are caught in the amall streams, by raeans 
of nets and gigs, or thrown on shore by the vio- 
lence of the tide. To these are added some roots, 
Buch as the wild liquorice, which is the most com- 
mon, the sbanataque, and the wappatoo, brought 
down the river by the traders. 

The men are low in st ature, rather ugly, and ill 
made; their legsbeing small and crooked, their 
ftet large, and their heads, like those of the 
women, flattened in a moat disgusting manner. 
These deformities are in part concealed by robes 
made of sea-otter, deer, eik, beaver, or foi skins. 
They also employ in their drees, robes of the skin 
of a cat peculiar to thia country, and of another 
anirna! of the same size, which is light and dura- 
ble, and sold at a high price by the Indians, who 
bring it from above. In addition to these are 
worn blankets, wrappers of red, bine, or spotted 
cloth, and some old sailors' clothes, which were 
very highly prized. The greater part of the men 
have guns, powder, and hall. 

The women have, Id general, handsome faces, 
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bnt are low and dieproportioned, with Hmall &et 
and large lege and thigbe, oecneioned, probablj, 
bj Btrands of beads, or varioua Btrings, drawn ho 
tight above the ankles, as to prevent the circula- 
tion of the blood. Their dresa, like that of the 
Wahkia^uma, couHieta of a, uhort robe, aud a tiseue 
of cedar bark. Their hair hange loosely down the 
ahouldere and back ; and their ears, neck, and 
wristfl are ornamented with blue beadB. Another 
decoration which ie very highlj prized, eoneieta of 
figures made by puncturiiig the arme or legB ; and 
OQ the arm of one of the aquawa, we observed the 
name of J. IJowiiian, executed in the same way. 
In language, habits, and in almost every other 
particular, they resemble the Clateope, Cathlo- 
mahs, and indeed all the peopie near the mouth of 
the Columbia. They, hoivever, aeem to be inferior 
to their neighbours in honesty as well ae spirit. 
No ill treatment or indignity, on our part, seems 
to escite any feeling, except fear; nor, although 
bett*r provided than their neighbours with arme, 
have they enterprise enough to use them advan- 
tageously against the animals of the forest, nor 
offenaively against their neigbboura; who owe 
their safety more to the timidity than the forbear- 
ance of the Chinnooks. We had heard instanc.ee of 
pilfering whilst we were amongst them, and there- 
fore had a general order, excluding them from our 
encampment; so that whenever an Indian wished 
to visit us, he began bj calling out "No Chin- 
nook." It may be probable that thia first impres- 
Bion left a prejudice against them, since when we 
were among the Clatsops, and other tribes at the 
mouth of the Columbia, the Indiana had less op- 
portunity of stealing, ii' they were so dispoaed. 

TueEd.ty, 14, we were employed in jerking the 
meat of the elk, and searching for one of the 

ao9 



LEWIS AND CLABK'8 EXPEDITION 



canoea which had been carried off bj the tide laat 
night. Having found it, -we now had three of 
them drawn up out of reach of the water, and the 
other secured by a strong cord, bo as to be read; 
for any emergency. 

After many inquiries and much observation, we 
are at length enabled to obtain a conneeted view 
of the nations, who reside along the coast, on 
both BJdee of the Coluiabia. 

To the Bouth, our personal observation has not 
eitended beyond the Killamueks ; bnt we obtained 
from those who were acquainted with the sea- 
coast, a Hat of the Indian tribea, in the order in 
which they succeed each other, to a considerable 
distance. The first nation to the south are the 
Clatsops, who reside on the southern side of the 
BSyr lid along the seaeoaet, on both sides of 
Point Adams, They arf? reprpppnted an the re- 
mains ni' [i, nmi-li liirgT niitiiMi; lull Eilnint four 
years agn. a. disorder, to which till then thc'y were ' 
etraof^era, but wBTch seems, iVom their description, 
to have been the small-pox, destroyed four chieffe, 
and several hanrlreds flf'ttlB nation. These are 
deposited in canoes, a few miles below us on the 
bay, and the survivors do not number more than 
fourteen houses, and about two hundred sonls. 
Nest to them along the southeast coast, is a 
much larger nation, the Killamueke, who number 
fifty houses, and a thousand souls. Their first 
establishment are tlie four huts at the mouth of 
Ecola creek, thirty-Bve miles from Point Adams; 
and two miles below are a few more huts ; but the 
principal town is situated twenty miles lower, at 
the entrance of a creek, called -Nielee, into the bay, 
which we designate by the name of Killamocks 
bay. Into the same bay empties a second creek, 
five miles further, where ia a Killamuck village, 
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called KilbeTburet ; at two milee a third creek, and 
a ton-Q called Kilheraer; and at the eamedietaace 
a town called Chinbuck, at the mouth ol' Killa- 
muck river. Towerquotton and Chucktin, are the 
names of two other towQS, situated on creeks 
which empty into the bottom of'the bay, the last 
of which Ih aevenly milea from Point Adams. The 
Killamnck river is about one hundred yarda wide, 
and very rapid; but baviug no perpendicular fkll, 
ia the great avenue for trade. There are two 
small villages of Killamucks settled above its 
mouth, and the whole trading part of the tribe 
ascend it, till by a ehort portage, they ca.rrj their 
canoes over to the Columbian valley, and descend 
the Multnomah to Wajipatoo island. Here they 
purchase roots, which they carry down the Cbock- 
alilum or Columbia; jmd, alter trafEcking with 
the tribes on its banka for the various articles 
which they require, either return up the Columbia, 
or cross over through the country of the Clataops. 
This trade, however, is obviously little more than 
a loose and irregular barter, on a very amflll 
Bcaie; for the materials for commerce are ho ex- 
tremely scanty and precarious, that the stranding 
of a whale was an important commercial incident, 
which interested all the adjoining country. The 
Killaniueks have little peculiar, either in character 
or manners, aud resemble, in almost every par- 
ticular, the Clateops and Chinnooks. 

Adjoining the Killamucks, and in a direction 
S. S. E. are the Lucktoua, a email tribe inhabiting 
the seacoast. They speak the same language aa 
the Killaraucka, but do not belong to the same 
nation. The aame obaervation applies to the 
Kahunkle nation, their immediate neighbours, 
who are supposed to coneist of about four hou- 
dred souls. 
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Tlie Lickawu, a still more namerooa nation, 
who have a large lottni af eight handred aooLj. 

The Youtone nation, ivho live in rery large 
houses, and number wven hundred souls. 

The Necketo nation, of the aame nomber of 
penionH. 

The L'loeab nation, a amall town of one hundred 
and fifty eouls. 

The Youitta, a tribe who lire in a email town, 
cont^ning not more than one hnndred and fifty 
Bouls. 

The Shia«tuckle nation, who haye a large towa 
of nin" hundred souls. 

The KiilawatH nation of five hundred eools col- 
lected into one large town. 

With tliiB last nation ends the langaage of the 
Eillamucks: and the coast, which then tnms to- 
wardfi tlie eoutbweBt, is occupied by nations 
whose languages vary from that of the Kill&- 
muckfi, and from each other. Of these, the first in 
order are, 

The Coolioooose, a large nation of ouethouaand 
five hundred souls, inhabiting the shore of the 
Pacific and the neighbouring mountains. We have 
seen several of this nation who were taken pris- 
oners by the Clatsope and KOIamucks. Their 
coropiexion was mnch fairer than that of the 
Indians near the mouth of the Columbia, and 
their heads were not flattened. Next to these are. 

The Shalftlahs, of whom we know nothing, ex- 
cept their numbers, which are computed at twelve 
hundred souls. Then Ibllow, 

The Luckaaos, of about the same number, and 

The Hannakalale, whom we estimate at six 
hundred eouls. 

This la the extent of the Indian information, 
aad judging, as we can do, with considerable ac- 
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curacy from the number of eJeepB, or daya journey, 
the diatattce which theee tribes oceupy along the 
coast, may be estimated at three hundred and 
eixty miles. 

Oa the north of the Columbia, we have already 
seen the CitinnookB, of fou r h^ iHlrefl amla along 
the shores of Haley "a bay, and the low grounds 
on Chjnnook river. Their nearest neighboure to 
the northeaat are 

The Killaithokle, a small nation on the coBst, 
of not more than eight houses, and a bundred 
bouIb. To these eucceed 

The Chilts, who reside above Point I*wie, and 
■who are estimated at seven hundred souls, and 
thirty-eight houses. Of this nation, we saw, 
transiently, a few among the Chinnooks, Itom 
whom they did not appear to differ. Beyond the 
Chilts we have seen none of the northwest In- 
dians, and all that we leaj^t, consisted of an 
enumeration of their names und nuutbere. The 
nations next to the Ciiilts, ore 

The Clatnoitomiah, of twelve houses, and two 
hundred and eixty souls. , 

The Fotoashees, often housefl, and two hundred 
souls. 

The Pailsk, of ten houses, and two hundred 
souls. 

The Quinulta, of sixty houses, and one thousand 
eouis. 

The Chillatee, of eight houses, and one hundred 
and Ufty souls. 

The Calasthorte, of ten houses, and two bun- 
dred souls. 

The Quinnechaut, consisting of two thousand 
souls. 

A particular detail of the characters, manners, 
and habits of the tribes, must be lell to some 
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(tatnre adventarere, who may hare more leisure 
and a better opportunity than we had to aecom- 
pliah thie object. ThoBe who first Tieit tha 
ground, can only be espected to f\imish gketehea 
rude and imperfect. 

WethiP^rlaj, IS.^Two hunting parties intended 
setting out this morning-, but they were prevented 
by incessant rain, which confined ua ail to the 
fort. 

The Chinuooks, Clat«ops, and most of the ad- 
joining nations dispose of th e dead in eanoee. 
For tills purpose a scafTold is erecwfl^o^nsmg 
perpendicularly in the ground four long pieces of 
split timber. These are placed two by two just 
wide enough apart to admit the canoe, and auffl- 
ciently long to Bupport its two extremities. The 
boards e-re connected by a bar of wood run 
through them at the height of six feet, on which 
is placed a stnall canoe containing the body of the 
deceased, carefully wrapped in a robe of dressed 
skins, with a i>iiddle, and some articles belonging 
to the deceased, by hia side. C'ver this canoe is 
placed one of a larger size, reversed, with its gun- 
wale resting on the croasbare, 6o as to cover the 
body completely, fine or more large mats of 
msheB or ilaga are then rolled round the canoes, 
and the whole secured by cords usually made of 
the bark of the white c*dar. On these crossbars 
are hung difii?rent articles of clothiug, or culinary 
ntensilH. The method practised by the Kill*- 
mucks differs somewhat from this ; the body being 
deposited in an oblong box, of plank, which, with 
the paddle, and other articles, is placed in a canoe, 
resting on the ground. With the religious opin- 
ions of these people we are but little acquainted, 
since we understand their language too imperfectly 
to converse on a subject so abstract; but it ia 
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obTiouB, itom the difierent deposite which thej 
place by their dead, th at they believe in a, future 
ite of exiBteuee.' 
Tbarsilaj', i(i.— To-day we finished curing our 

I meat, and liaving now a plentiful supply of elk, 
and salt, and our houeea dry and comfortable, we 
wait patiently for the motuent of reeumisg our 

[ Journey. 

The imjli'mi'nfa iihpH in hiint'i"Bj "-J the ClBifc-. 

(oopB, Chinnooks, and other neighbouring nations 
are the gun, bow aud arrow, deadl^U, pita, snares, 
and epears or giga. The guna are generally old 
American or British muakete repaired for tliiB 
trade; and although there are some good piecoa 

. among them, they are constantly out ol' order, ae 
the Indiana have not been sufficiently accustomed 
to arnis to understand the management ofthem. 

[The powder is kept in small japanned tin flasks. 
In which the tradere sell it; and when the ball or 
shot fails, they make use of gravel or pieces of 
metal trom their pots, without being sensible of 
the injury done to their guns. These arms are 
reserved fur hunting elk, aud the f^w deer and 
bears in this neighbourhood ; but as they have no 

' rifles, thej are not very auccesefnl huntcra. The 
moHt common weapon is the Low and arrow, 
with which every man is provided, even though ho 
carries a gun, and wMth is used in every kind of 
hunting. The bow is extremely neat, and being 
very thin and flat, posticases great elasticity. It is 
made of the heart of tlie white cedar, about two 

Lftet and a half in length, two inches wide at the 

* Tbls fact 19 much too equ ivocal lo warrani an liilerence »o 
I Important. Tbese depoflits mjgbt bavci lHH]n intonded fcir nailj- 
flug mitrc tbHd thi-UsUdiuiiluttor surviving u(Iix:Ui)D. Amongst 
I tbo'ie »av!Lg»4. wbere Lhti laji^ruage wss kiotfer uDdemtood, Itdotis 
I dot iippear, tbut ttie Indliina liiUtudcd any tblD^ niurc by such 
■KtlUces tliaa to testUj tlieir ruvereace lor tbe dead.— EDlloa- 
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centra, whence it tapers to the width of half an 
ineli at the extremities; and the back is covered 
with the ainewa of e!k, &s1:ened on hy means of 
a glue made from the sturgeon. The string is 
formed of the same Binewa. The arrow generally 
consints of two parts; the first is ahoat twenty 
inches long, and formed of light white pine, with 
the feather at one end, and at the other a circular 
hoip, which receives the second part, formed of 
Bome harder wood, and about fire inches long, 
and secured in its place by meansof ainewa. The 
barb is either stone, or else of iron or copper, in 
■which latter place, the angle is more obtuse than 
any we hare seen. If, as sometimes happens, the 
arrow is formed of a single piece, the whole la of 
a more durable wood, but the form just described 
ie preferred; because, as much of thegameconsieta 
of wild fowl, on the ponds, it is desirable that 
they ahould be constructed bo aa to float, if they 
fkll into the wat«r. These arrows are kept in a 
quiver of elk or young bear skin, opening not at 
the euda, as the common quivers, but at the sides ; 
which, for those who hunt in canoea, is much 
more convenient. These weapons are cot, how- 
ever, very powerful, for many of the elk we kill 
have been wounded with them ; and, although the 
barb with the amall end of the arrowa remain, yet 
the flesh closes, and the animal euCfere no per- 
manent injury. Th" deadfhlls and snares are used 
in taking the wolf, the raccoon, and the fos, of 
which there are, however, but few in this country. 
The s])ear or gig employed iit pursuit of the sea- 
otter, (which they call apuck) the common otter, 
and beaver, consists of two points of barbs, and 
is like those already described, as common among 
the Indians on the upper part of the Columbia. 
Tlie pitB are chiefly ibr the elk, and are therelbra 
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Dsually large and deep cubes oft'welTe or fbarteea 
feet in depth, and are made by the Bide of BomOii 
fallen tree lying acroHs the path frequented hy tha j 
elk. They are covered with slender boughs an4'| 
moBS, aad the elk either sinks into it as he ap- | 
proachee the tree, or in leaping over the tree, 
into the pit on the othtr side. 

Fridaj^ 17.— Comowool and seven other Clat- 
Bopa spent the day with ua. He made ue a pree- 
eftt of eome roota and berries, and in return we 
gave hira an awl and HOrne thread, which he 
wanted for the purpose of making a net. We were 
not able to purchase any more of their provisions, i 
the prices being too high for our exhausted stock ' 
of merchandise. One of the Indians was dressed 
in three very elegant skins of the sea-otter: for 
these we were very desirous oftralEcfcing; but he 
reftased every exchaaige except that of bine beads, 
of which he asked Bix fathom for each skin, 
as we had only four fktbora left, he would not 
accept for the remaining two, either a knife, or 
any quantity of beads of another sort. 

In flebing, the Clatsops, ChinnookH and other 
natfoni iieAf this place employ the commonj 
straight net, the scooping or dipping net with a' 
long handle, the gig, and the hook and line. The 
first is of different lengths and depths, and used 
in taking .salmon, char, and trout, in the deep 
Jniets among the ninrsby grounds, and themontha 
of deep creeks. The scooping net is used for small 
fish in the spring and summer season ; and in both 
kinds the net is formed of silk grass, or the hart 
of whit« cedar. The gig is used at all seasons, 
and for all kinds offish they can procure with it; 
so too is the hook and line, of which the line is 
made of the same mat«rial as the net, and the 
hook generally brought by the traders; though 
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before the whites came, they mode books out of 
two email pieces of bone, resembUng the European 
hook, but with a much more acute angle, where 
the two pieces were joined. 

Saturday- IS.— "We were all occupied indreBaing 
akiuH, and preparing ciothea for our journey home- 
warde. The boueee in this neighbourhood are all 
large wooden buildings, varjing in length from 
twenty to sixty feet, uud ftom fourteen to twenty 
in width. They are constructed in the following 
manner. Two posts of split timber or more, 
agreeably to the number of partitions, are sank 
in the ground, above which, they rise to the height 
of fourteen or eighteen ffeet. They are hollowed 
at the top, so as to receiT-e the ends of a round 
beam or pole, stretebing from one to the other, 
and forming the upper point of the roof for the 
whole eitent of the building. On each side of this 
range is plated another, which forms the eaves of 
the house, aud is about five f^t high; but as the 
building is often sunk to the depth of four or five 
feet, the eaves come very near the surface of the 
earth. Smaller pieces of timber are now eitended 
by pairs, iu the form of rafters, &ora the lower to 
the upper beam, where they are attached at both 
ends with cords of cedar bark. On these rafters 
two or three ranges of small poles arc placed 
horizontally, and secured in the same way with 
strings of cedar bark. The sides are now made 
with a range of wide boards, sunk a small dis- 
tance into the ground, with the upper ends pro- 
jecting above the poles at the eaves, to wliich they 
are secured by a. beam passing outside, parallel 
with the etive-poles, and tied by cords of cedar 
bark passing through holes made in the boards at 
certain distanties. The gable ends and partitious 
are fbrmed In the iame way, beiug fastened by 
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beams on tbe oateide, parallel to the rafters. Tte 
roof is then covered with a. double range of thi* 
boardfl, eicept an aperture of two or three fcet in 
the centre, for the emolte to pass through. The 
entrance is by a Hraall hole, cut out of the boards, 
and just large enough to admit the bodj. The 
Tery largest houses only are divided by partitions, 
for though three or four familiefi.re.aide in the 
same room, ^iwe ie quitespace enough for all of 
them. In the centre of eacb room ie a space six 
or eight feet square, sunk to the depth of twelT* 
Inchea below the rest of the floor, and enclosed by 
four pifices of square timber. Here they make tha 
Are, for which purpose pine bark is generally pre- 
ferred. Around this fireplace, m.ats are spread, 
and serve as seats during the day, and very fre- 
qnently as beds at night ; there is however a mor» 
permanent bed made, by fixing, in two or some- 
times three sides of the room, posts reaching (Vou 
the roof down to the ground, and at the distancs 
of four feet from the wall. From these posts to 
the wall Itself, one or two roagca of boards are 
placed BO as to form shelves, on which they either 
Bleep, or where they stow away their various arti- 
cles of merchandise. The uneurcd fish is hung in 
the smoke of their flree, as ia also the flesh ol' the- 
elk, when they are fortunate enough to procure 
any, which is but rarely. 

Sunday 20. — This morning we sent out two 
parties of hunters in diflerent directions. Soon 
after we were visited by two Clatsop men and a 
woman, who brought several articles to trade: 
we purchased a small quantity of train oil for a 
pair of brass armbands, and succeeded in obtain- 
ing a sea-otter skin, for which we gave our only 
remaining four fathoms of blue beads, the sama 
quantity of wliite ones, and a knife: we gave a 
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■all-hook also in exchange for one of their hata. 
These are made of cedar bark and bear-grase, in- 
terwoven togpther in the form of an European 
hat, with a smiill brim of ahout two inches, and 
0, high crown, ividening upwards. Tbej are Ught, 
ornaiuented with various colours and figures, and 
being nearly water-proof, are much niore durable 
than either chip or straw hats. These bate form 
a email article of traffl-c with the whites, and the 
manufacture is one of the best esertionB of Indian 
industry. They are, however, very dexterous in 
making a variety ol' domestic ut enaile, amop)^ 
which arc bowls. Bpoons, skewers, spits, and bas' 
kete. Tlie bowl or trough is of difll?rent shapes, 
sometimes round, seuiicircular, in the form of a 
cauoe, or cubic, and generally dug out of a single 
piece of wood, the larger vessels having holes m 
the aides by way oi'handle, and all executed with 
great neatness. In these vessels they boil their 
food, by throwing hot etonee into the water, and 
extract oil ftom different animals in the same 
way. Spoons are not very abundant, nor is there 
any thing remarkable in their shape, except that 
they are large and the bowl brottd. Meat is 
roasted on one end of a, sharp skewer, placed erect 
before the lire, with the other fixed in the ground. 
The spit for fish is split at the top into two 
parts, betw^een which the fish is placed, cut open, 
with its aides extended by means of small splin- 
ters. The neual plate is a small mat of rushes or 
flags, on which every thing is served. Tlie instru- 
ment with wliich they dig up roots, is a strong 
(Stick, aiiout three feet and a half long, sharpened 
and a little curved at the lower end, while the 
npper is inserted into a handle, standing traos- 
Tersely, Und made of part of an eik or buck's 
^rn. But the most carious workmanship is that 
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of th e baeket . It ia formed of cedar barit and 
bear-gnias, ho closely interwoyen, that it is watef 
tight, without the aid of either giim or resin. 
The form is generally conic, or rather the iegment 
of a cone, of which tlie emaller end is the bottom 
of the basket; and being made of all Biles, from 
that of the smalleat cup to the capacity of flvs or 
six gallons, answer the double purpose of a cover- 
ing for the head or to contain TOater. Some of 
them are liighly omamcjited with strands oi' bear- 
grass, woven into figures of various colours, 
which require great laLour; yet they are made 
very expeditiously and sold for a trifle, it is for 
the construction of these baskets, that the bear- 
grass forms an article of considerable traffic. It 
grows only near the snowy region of the high 
mountains, and the blade, which is two feet long 
and about tliree-eighths of an inch wide, is smooth, 
strong and pliant; the young blades particularly, 
from their not being exposed to the sun and air, 
have an appearance of great neatness, and are- 
generally preferred. Other bags and baskets, not 
water-proof, are made of cedar bark, silk-grase, 
rushes, Sags, and common coarse sedge, for ths 
use of families. In the manufactures, as well as in 
the ordinary work of the house, the instrument 
most in use is a knife, or rather a dags?er. The 
handle of it is sn^tl, and has a strong loop of 
twine for the thumb, to prevent its being wrest«d 
ttom the hand. On each side is a blade, douole- 
edged and pointed; the longer from nine to ten 
inchea, the shorter from four to five. This knife ia 
carried about habitually in the hand, sometimes 
exposed, but mostly when in company with 
strangers, put under th-e robe. 

Monday, L'O.—We were visited by three Clatsopo, 
who came merely for the purpose of smoking and 



Vol. II.-21 



321 



LEWIS AND CLABK'8 EXPEDITION 



conversing with ns. We have now only threo 
dajs' provision, jet bo occuEtomed tiave the men 
become to livo spariugly, and fast occasionally, 
that ijuch a circiiniEtance excites no concern, as we 
all calculate on our dexterity aa liuaterB. The 
industry uf the Indians ie not conlined to hoase- 
told uteufiiiB: the groat prool' of their ekii! is the 
construction of tlieir canoes. In a country, in- 
deed, ivhere so much of tie intercourse hetween 
different tribes is carried ou by water, the ingenu- 
ity of the people would n-aturally direct itself to 
the improvement of eiinoes, which would gradu- 
ally become, from a, mere aufe conveyance, to an 
elegant ornament. Vi'e have accordingly seen, on 
the Columbia, canoea o f many forms, beginning 
with the simple boats near the mountains, to 
those more highly decoruttd, becftuae more uaeful 
nearer the mouth of the Columbia. Below the 
grand cataract there are four forma of canoes: the 
first oud smallest is about fifteen il;et loug, and 
calculated for one or two persona : it is, indeed, by 
no means remarkable in. its structure, and is 
chiefly employed by the Cathlamaha and Wahkia- 
cums among the nmrsby ialanda. The second la 
from twenty to thirty-flve ieet long, about twoand 
a half or three feet in the beam, and two iect in the 
hold. It is chiefly remarkable in having the bow- 
sprit, which risen to some heiglf^ above the bow, 
formed by tapering gradually ftoru the sides into 
a sharp point. Canoes of this shape are common 
to all the nations below the grand rapids. 

But the canoes most used by the Columbia 
Indiaofi, fi'om the Oliillucldttequaws inclusive, to 
the ocean, are about tltirty or thirty-flve fl«t 
long. The bow, which looks more like the atfirn 
of our boats, is higher than the other end, and is 
ornamented with a sort of comb, an inch in thictc- 
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tieea, cat out of the Baiae log which forniB the 
canoe, and e^tMnding nine or eleven inchee from 
the bowsprit to tha bottom of the boat. The 
stem ia nearly rounded off, and grnduall.v awcenda 
to a point. This eanoe ia "Verj light and eonveD- 
ient ; for tliough it will contain ten or twelve per- 
eona, it may be carried, with great ease bj- four. 

The fourth and largest epecics of canoe we did 
not meet till we reached tide-water, near the 
grand rapids below, in ■nliich place they are found 
among all the nations, especially the KillamuckB, 
and others residing on the seacoaAt. They ore 
npwarda of fifty feet long, and will carry from 
eight to tea thousand pounds weight, or from 
twenty to thirty persons. Like all the canoes we 
have mentioned, they are cut out of a single 
trunk of a tree, ■which ia generally white cedar, 
though the fir ia sometimeH used. The sides are 
eecured by cross-bare, or round sticks, two or three 
inchea in thickness, which are inserted through 
holes made juat below the gunwale, and made fast 
with corda. The upper edge of the gunwale itaelf 
ia about five-eighths of an inch thick, and four or 
five in breadth, and folds outwards, so as to form 
a kind of rim, which prevents the water from 
beating into the boat. The bow and atern are 
about the same height, oiid each provided with a 
comh, reaching to the bottom of the boat. At 
each end, alao, are ])edeatals, formed of the same 
Bolid piece, on which are placed strange grotesque 
figures of men or animals, rising sometimes to the 
height of five fbet, and composed of small pieces of 
wood, firmly united, with great ingenuity, by in- 
laying and mortising, without a spike of any 
kind. The paddle is usually from four l^t and a 
half to five ttet in length; the handle being thick 
for one third of its length, when it widens, and ia 
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hollowed and thinned on each side of the centre, 
which forme a sort of rib. When thej embark, 
one Indian site in the stern, and steers witii a 
paddie, the others kneel in paira in the bottom of 
the canoe, and sitting on their heele, paddle over 
the gunwale next to them. In this waj they ride 
with perfect safety the highest wayea, and venture 
without the least concern in seas, where other 
boats or seamen could not live an instant. They 
sit quietly and paddle, with no other movement; 
ejtcept, when any large wave throws the boat on 
her side, and, to the eye of a spectator, she seems 
lost: the man to windward then steadies her by 
throwing his body towards the njjper side, and 
sinking his paddle deep into the wave, appears to 
catch the water and force it under the boat, which 
the same stroke pushes on with great velocity. 
In the management of these canoes the women 
are eqaaliy expert with the men; for in the smaller 
boats, which contain four oarsmen, the helm ia 
generally given to the female. Aa soon as they 
land, the canoe is generally hauled on shore, un- 
less she be very heavily laden; but at night the 
load is universally discharged, and the canoe 
brought on shore. 

Our admiration of their skill in these curjoas 
constructions was increased by observing the very 
inadequate implements with which they are made. 
These Indians possess very few axes, and the only 
tool employed in their building, from felling of the 
tree to the delicate workmanship of the images, is 
a chisel made of an old file, about an inch or an 
inch and a half in width. Even of this too, they 
have not yet learnt the management, for the chisel 
is sometimes fixed in a iarije block of wood, and 
being held in the right haiid, the block is pushed 
with the left without the aid of a mallet. But 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

in Bcconnl at tbe CIstsups, KIUbihucKs L'lilnnoolia anil CaLUU- 
mahB— Their uiilfunii cusUim ol flatienlDg the loreLead— Tbe 
difsaor these flavag^]s,and ttwdr omnmenlB, deBcrlbod— The 11- 
[Onaal prostUutfon nr the women, nisrriea and mimairiHd, of 
whicba ludicrous inslflJice Is 0vt!n— The character of Ehelrdl»' 
eoses-Tiie coDimon opinlun, tbu the Creatment ul women IB 
tlie standard by wblrli the vtrLuoa of an Indian may bo knowo, 
combattod. and disproved by eiamples— The resrificl enlei^ 
talnefl by tbese Indians for old age, compared with tlie differ- 
ent conduct of Iboflo natluna who BUbslEl by tbe ohaeE^-Tbelr 
mode of government— Their lenorauce of ardent aplrilfl, and 
their [ondneaa for ganibllnir— TbKlr dexterity In tratHo— In 
what articles their ttalllo oonsiaig— Their estraordinary attacb- 
ment to blue beads, whiob forms their circulating medium. 

Taesflay, 21. — Two of the hunters came back, 
■with three elk, which form a timely addition to 
our stock of prosisionB. The Indian Tiaitora left 
UB at twelve o'clock. 

The Killamucke, Clatsops, ChinaookB, and 
Cathlamahs, the four neighbouring nations with 
■whom we have had most intertourse, preeerve a 
general resemblance in person, drese, and man- 
nere. They are comraonly of a diminutive Btature, 
badly shaped, aud their ap[iearance by no meaas 
prepoeaeaaing. They have broad thick flat feet, 
thick anklee, and crooked legs: the laat of which 
deformities is to be ascribed, in x>art, to the uni- 
Tersal practice of aquatting, or sitting on the 
calves of their lege and heeia, and also to the 
tight bandages of beada and stringa worn round 
the anklea, by the women, which prei'ent the cir- 
culation of the blood, and rendei" the lege, of the 
females, particularly, ill shaped and swollen. The 
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complexion Is the ubquI copper coloured brown of 
the North American tribfB, though the complexion 
iB rather lighter than thut ol' the Indiana of the 
UiMOuri, and the frontier of the United States: 
the month is wide and the lipK tiiick ; tlie noee of 
a. moderate eine, fleshj, ivide at the estremities, 
With large nostrils, and generally low between the 
eyes, though there are rare instances of high 
aquiline noses; the ej^s are generally black, 
though we occasionally see them of a dark yellow- 
ish brown, with a black pupil. But ttie moat dis- 
tinguishing part of their physiognomy, is the 
peculiar fl atne sa a nd width of the ir forehead, a 
peculiarity which they owe to one ortheee cus- 
toins by which nature ie sacrillced to Ikntaetle 
ideas of beauty. The custom, indeed, of flattening 
the head by artificial presBure during infancy, pre- 
vails among all the nations we have eeen west of 
the Kocky tiiountaina. To the east of that barrier, 
the fashion is bo perftctly unknown, that there 
the western Indians, with the exception of the 
Alliatan or Snake nation, are designated by the 
common name of Flatheads. The singular usage, 
which nature could scarcely eeem to suggest to 
remote natiuna, might perhaps incline us to belieire 
in the comraoa and not very ancient origin of all 
the western nations. Siich an ojiiniou might well 
accommodate itself witd the fact, that while ou 
the lower parts of the Columbia, both sexes are 
universally flathoAdH, the custom diminishes in 
receding eastward, from the common centre of 
the infection, till among; the remoter tribes near 
the mountains, nature recovers her rights, and the 
wasted folly is confined to a fbw females. Such 
opinions, however, are corrected or weakened by 
considering that the flattening of the head is not, 
in fiict, peculiar to that part of the continent, 
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aince it was among the first objects which Btrock 
the attention of Columbus. 

But wherever it may have begun, the practice is 
now nniveraal among these nations. Soon after 
the hirth of her child, the mother, anxioua to pro- 
cure for her infant the recommendation of a broad 
forehead, placea it in the compreeaing machine, 
where it ie kept tbr t*n or twelve months ; though 
the females remain longer than the hoya. The 
operation ie so gradual, that it is not attended 
with pain ; hut the lmpre»aion is deep and per- 
maneot. The he^s of the children, when they are 
released from the bandage, are not mora than two 
inches thick about the npper edge of the forehead, 
and etill thinner above; nor with all its efibrta 
can nature ever restore ite shape; the heads of 
grown persona being ofteo in a straight line ftom 
the nose to the top of the forehead. 

Th e hal£ of both eeies is parted at the top of 
the head, and thence falls loosely behind the ears, 
over the back and shoulders. They use combe, of 
which they are very fond, and indeed, contriva 
without the aid of them, to keep their hair in very 
good order. The dress of the man consists in a 
amall robe, reaching to the middle of the thigh, 
tied by a string across the breast, with its corners 
hanging loosely over their arms. These robes ore, 
in general, composed of the skins of a small ani- 
mal, whicit we have supposed to be the brown 
muDgo. They have besides, those of the tiger, 
cat, deer, panther, bear, and elk, which last is 
principally used in war parties. Sometimes they 
have a blanket woven with the fingers, Itom the 
wool of their native sheep ; occasionally a mat is 
thrown over them to keep off rain; but except 
this robe, they have no other article of clothing 
during winter or summer, so that every part of 
S2S 
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the body, but the back and shoulders, is exposed 
to Tiew. They are very fond of the dress of the 
whitee. whom they eall paahisheooks or cloth- 
m ; and whenever they can procure any clothes, 

' wear them in our laanner : the only article, indeed, 
which we have not seen amon^ them ia the 
shoe. 

The iiiln_jif lliii wiiiil/'ri In lilii that worn by the 
men, except that it does not refill below the 
wttiat. Those most CRteeraed ore made ofBtripB of 
eeo- otter akin, which being twipted are inter- 
woven with Bilk-graHB, or the bark of the white 
cedar, in such a manner that the fur appears 
equally on both sides, eo as to form a soft and 
warm covering. The skin of the raccoon orbeaver 
are also employed in the same way, though on 
other occaaione these skinB are simply dressed in 
the hair, and worn without further preparation. 
The garment which covers the body from the 
waist as low as the knee before and the thigh 
behind, is the tissue already described, and is made 
■either of the bruised bark of white cedar, the 
twisted cords of silk-grase, or of flags and rushes. 
Keither leggings nor moccasins are ever used, the 
mildness of the climate not requiring them as a 
eecurity ft-om the weather, and their being so 
much in the water rendering them an incum- 
brance. The only covering for the head is a hat 
made of bear-grass, and the bark of cedar, inter- 
woven in a conic form, with a knob of the same 
flhape at the top. It has no brim, but is held on 
the head by a string passing under the chin, and 

: tied to a small rim inside of the hat. The colours 
are generally black and white only, and tliese are 
made into squares, triangles, and sometimps rude 
figures of canoes and seamen harpooning whales. 
This is all the usual dress of females; but if the 
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"weather be unueuaily gevere, the^v add b, vest 
1 formed of ekins like the robe, tied behind, with- 
out any sbaulder-strapH to keep it up. As tbiB 
Test covers the body from the armpite to the 
"waiHt, it conceals the breasts, but on all other 
occaaione they are sufiered to remain loose and 
espoaed, and present, in old women especially, a 
most disgusting appearance. 

Sometimes, though not often, they mark theic 
flkiiis by puucturiiig an3~Tntrodncing some col- 
oured matter: this ornament is chiefly confined to 
the women, who imprint on th^r legs and arms, 
I rireular or parallel dots. On the arm of one of the 
, nqnawa we read the name of J. Bowman, ap- 
parently a trader who visits the mouth of the 
Columbia. The fkvourite decoration however of 
both sexes, are the common coarse blue or whita 
heads, which are folded very tightly round their 
' wrists and anklea, to the width of three or four 
inches, and worn in la.rge loose rolls round the 
neck, or in the shape of earrings, or hanging from 
I the nose, which last mode is pecuhar to the men. 
' There is also a species of wampum very much in 
use, which seems to be w^orn in its natural form 
without any preparation. Its shape is a cone 
I Bomewbat curved, about the si»e of a raven's quill 
' at the base, and tapering to a point, its whole 
r length being from one to two and a half inches, 
and white, smooth, hard and thin. A small 
thread is passed through it, and the wampum is 
either suspended Itom the nose, or passed through 
"the cartilage horizontally, and forms a ring, from 
which other ornaments hang. This wampum is 
employed in the same way as the beads, but is the 
favourite decoration for the noses of the men. 
The men also use collars made of bears' claws, the 
women and children those of elks' tusks, and both 
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sexes are adorned with bracelets of copper, iron, 
or brass, in various forma. 

Tet all these decorations are unavailiog to con- 
ceal the deformitiea of natnre and the extrava- 
gance of fashion ; nor hare we seen any more dis- 
gusting object than a Chinnook or Clatsop beauty 
in ftjll attire. Their broad flat foreheads, their 
fbJling breasts, their ill shajMid limbe, the awk- 
wardness of their positiona, and the filth which 
intrudes througii their finery ; all these render a 
Chinnook or Clatsop beauty in full attire, one of 
the most disgusting objects in nature. Fortn- 
uately this circumstaace conspired with the low 
diet and laborious exercise of our men, to protect 
them from the persevering gallantry of the iUir 
sex, whose kindness always exceeded the ordinary 
courtesies of hospitality. Among these people, aa 
indeed among all Indians, th e prostitu tion of un- 
mar ried women is so far from being eonaiaered 
cn mina l or improper, that the females themaelTea 
Boiieit the lavonrs ot the Btlffi nS'. wlili t he entire 
"a ppr obation of'^S^- iHepde an3 connectionsT 
Theperson is in fact often the only property of a 
joung female, and is therefore the medium of ~ 
trade, the return for presente, and the reward for ■ 
services. In most casesj however, the ffeauUcifl^CL, 
much at the disposal of her husband or parent,__ 
that she is farmed out for lure. The Chinnook 
woman, who brought her six female relations to' 
our camp, had reg:ular prices, proportioned to the 
beauty of each female; nnd nnione all the tribes, 
a man wUI lend iug "n' i '':■ ••!■ iIiiiiL;hti-i- for a lif'h- 
booli or a strand of beads. To decline an nlltr uf 
£hie sort ts indeed to disparage the cjnirm^ of the 
lady, and therefore give^ Huch aUence, that . al- 
though we had occatiiouaily to treat the Indians 
with rigour, nothing seemed to irritate both sexea' 
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more than our refusal to accept the favoim of the 
' femaleB. On one occaaion we were amueed by a 
CTatlBi3p7 who having been cared of some disorder 
by onr medical skill, bronght his sister as a re- 
ward for our kindness. The young lady wasquite 
anxious to join in this expreaeion of her brother's 
gratitude, and mortiQed that we did not avail 
ourselvea of it, she could not be prevailed on to 
leave the fort, but remained with Chaboneau's 
wilb, in the next room to onre, for two or three 
daye, declining all the solicitations of the men, till 
finding, at last, that "we did not relent, she went 
away, regretting that her brother's obligations 
were unpaid. 

The little intercourse whicb the men have had 
with these women is, however, sufficient to ap- 
prise us of the prevalence of the venereal disease, 
with which one or two of the party had been bo 
much afQicted, aa to render a salivation necessary. 
The inftction in these cases was communicated by 
the Cliinnook women. The others do not appear 
to be afflicted with it to any extent: indeed, not^ 
withstanding this disorder is certainly known to 
the Indians on the Columbia, yet the number of 
1Ilfk^ted persons is very inconsiderable. The ex- 
iiitence of such a disorder is very easily detected, 
particularly in the men, in their open stylo of 
drees ; yet in the whole route down the Columbia, 
we have not seen more than two or three cases of 
gonorrhoea, and about double that number of 
Ines venerea. There does not seem to be any 
simples which are used as specifics in this disorder, 
nor is any complete cure ever effected. When ouce 
a patient is seized, the disorder ends with his liffa 
only; though &om the simplicity of their diet, and 
the use of certain vegetables, they support it for 
many years with but little iuconvenience, and 
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I even enjoy tolerable health; yet their lift is always 
[abridged by decrepitude or premature old ag^e, 
Fbe lodiane, who are moitly eucceesHil in treating 
Pthia disorder, are the Chippeways. Their Bpeciflca 
rare the root of the lobelia, and that of a epeciee 
jctfeumac, common to the United States, the neigh- 
rbourliood of the Rocky mountains, and to the 
Tcountries weetward, and which is readily distin- 
gaiahed by lieing the amalle^t of its kind, and by 
its winged rib, or common footstalk, supporting 
leaveaoppositely pinnate. Deeoctionsof the rootft 
are used very ft-eely, without any limitation, and 
are said to sotten the violence of the lues, and 
l^even to be sovereign in the cure of the gonor- 
rhoea. 

The Clataope and other nations at the mouth of 

I the Columbia, have visited ub witli great freedom, 

I and we have endeavoured to cultivate their Inti- 

I macy, as well for the purpaee of acquiring infbr- 

\ mation, as to leave behind ue impreesiona f^vonr- 

lable to our country. In their intercourse with us 

Ithey are very loquacioQB and inquisitive. Having 

: acquired much of their language, we are enabled 

inth the assistance of gestures, to hold converea- 

ftiona with great ease. We find tliem inquisitive 

and loquacious, with understandings by no means 

! deficient in acuteness, and with very retentive 

memories; and though fond offcasts, and gener- 

I ally cJieerftil, they are never gay. Every thing 

I they see excites their attention and inquiries, but 

I baving been accuatomed to B«e the whites, nothing 

appeared to give them more astonishment than 

►the air-gun. To all our inquiries they answer 

I with great intelligence, and the conversation 

f rarely slackens, eince there is a constant discussion 

>cf the events, and trade, and politics, in the little 

but active circle of Killamucks, Clateops, Cath- 

:i33 



LEWIS AM) CLAEK'S EXPEDITION 



lamahs, Wahkiacume, and Chinnooks. Among 
themBelTes, the convereation generally tumu on 
the aubjects of trade, or smoking, or eating, or 
connection with ftmaleB, before whom this last ia 
Bpoken of with a familiarity whieh would be in 
the liigheat d(>gree indecent, if custom htid not 
rendered it inoffensive. 

The treatment of women is often considered aa 
the stSidilM Uy WM(!B the moral qualitiea of 
HftTages are to be estimated. Our own obeersa- 
tion, however, indneed. na to think that the im- 
portance of the iemale in savage life, has no 
necessary relation to the virtues of the men, bnt 
is regulated wholly by their capacity to be UHCful. 
The Indians vrhose treatment of the females ie 
mildest, and who paj most defrrenue to their 
opinions, are by no means the most distinguished 
for their virtues ; nor is this deference attended by 
any increase of attaetment, since they are equally 
willing with the moat brutal husband, to prosti- 
tute their wives to strangers. On the other hand, 
the tribea among whom the women are very much 
debased, poesesa the loftiest aenae of honour, the 
greatest hberality, and all the good qualitiea of 
which their situation demands the exercise. 
Where the women can aid in procuring subsistence 
for the tribe, they are treated with more equality, 
and their importance is proportioned to the share 
■which they t-ake in that labour ; while in countries 
where subsistence is eblefly procured by the exer- 
tions of the men, the women are considered and 
treated as burdens. Thus, among the Clatsops 
and Chinnooks, who live upon fish and roots, 
which the women are equally expert with the 
men in procuring, the former have a rank and 
influence very rarely found among Indians. The 
females are permitted to speak freely before the 
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men, to whom indeed thej' HometinieB addrees 
tbemselvee in a tone uf authority. On mauj sub- 
jects their judgmenLe and opinions are respected, 
and in matters of trade, their advice is generally 
aeked and pursued. The labours of the family 
too, are shared almost equally. The men collect 
■wood and make fires, aasiut In cleansing the &sh, 
make the houses, cano«s, and wooden utensils; 
and whenever strangers are to he entertained, or 
a great feast prepared, the ni«ats are (^ooked and 
Boned up by the men. The peculiar province of 
the female is to collect roota, and to manufacture 
the various articles which are formed of rushee, 
flags, cedar-bark, and bear-grAsa ; but the manage- 
ment of tlie canoes, and many of the occupations, 
■which elsewhere devolves wholly on the female, are 
here common to both sexes. 

The observation with regarJ to the importance 
of females, applies with equal force to the treat- 
ment of old me fc- Among tribes who subsist by 
hunting, the labours of the chase, and the wan- 
dering existence to which that occupation con- 
demns them, necessarily throws the burden of 
procuring provisions on the active young men. 
As soon, therefore, as a man is unable to pursue 
the chase, he begins to withdraw something; from 
the precarious supphee of the tribe. Still, how- 
ever, his counsels may compensate his want of 
activity; but in the next atii.ge of infirmity, when 
he can no longer travel from camp to camp, aa 
the tribe roams about for subsistence, he is then 
found to he a heavy burden. la this situation 
they are abaudoaed aiuoag the Sioux, Asainiboins, 
and the hunting tribes on the Missouri. As they 
are setting out for some new excursion, where the 
old man is unable to follow, his children, or near- 
est relations, place before him a piece of meat and 
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eome water, and telling him that he has IiTed long 
cnoiigb, that it U now tinm ibe bim to go homfl 
to his relations, who could take better care of him 
than his friends on earth, leave him. without 
remorse, to perish, when hia Uttle supply is ex- 
hausted. The same ruatom is said to prevail 
among the MiuuBtarees, Ahtifthawaa, and Uicaros, 
■when they are attended by old luen on their hunt- 
ing escursionB. Yet, in their villages, we saw no 
Tvant of kindness to old men. On the contrary, 
probably because in villages, the means of more 
abundant aiibsistence renders Hueh trueltj-unueces- 
eary, the old [leople a.ppeared to be treated with 
attention, and some of their feaeta, particularly 
the buffalo dances, were intended chiefly as a coa- 
tribution for the old and inSrm. 

The dispoaitious of theae people seem mild and 
inoffensive, and they have uniformly behaved to 
MB with great friendHhiji. They are addicted to 
begging and pilfliriug small articles, when it can 
be done without danger of defection, but do not 
rob wantonly, nor to any large amount; and 
Bome of them having purloined some of our meat, 
which the hunters had been obliged to leave in the 
woodSj they voluntarily brought aome dogs a few 
days after, by way of compensation. Our force 
and great superiority in the use of firearms, enable 
as always to command, and sui-h is the friendly 
deportment of these people, that the men have 
been accudtomed to treat them with the greatest 
confidence. It is therefore with difficulty that we 
can impress on our men a conviction of the neces- 
eity of being always on our guard, since we are 
perfectly acquainted Tvith the treacherous char- 
acter of Indians in general. We are always pre- 
pared for an attack, and uniformly exclude all 
large parties of Indians from the fort. Their 
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! houaeB nBually contain several fiimiliee, con- 
r^Bting of the parents, their sons and daughtcrs- 
rjn-iaw, and graiidcbjldren, among whom the pro- 
trisiona are commoji, and whose harraonj ia 
Fscarcely ever interrupted by disputes. Although 
polygamy is permitted by their customs, very few 
have more than a single wif^, and she is brought 
immediately after the marriage iuto the husband's 
femily, where she resides until increasing numbera 
oblige them to seek another house. In this state 
the old man is not considered as the head of tlie 
femily, since the active duties, as well as the re- 
sponsibility, fall on some of the younger membera. 
As these families gradually «:pand into bands or 
tribes or nations, the paternal authority is rep- 
resented by the chief of eath association. Thia 
chieftain however is not here<]itary ; his abiUty to 
render service to his neighbours, and the popu- 
larity which follows it, is at once the foundation 
and the measure of hiB authority, the exercise of 
I which does not extend beyond a reprimand for 
[ Borne improper action. 

The harmony of their private lift is indeed 
secured by their ignorance of spirituons liquors, 
, the earliest and most dreadful present which 
t (JviliBation haa given to the other natives of the 
' continent. Although they have had so muchinter- 
, course with whites, they do not appear to posseaa 
I any knowledge of those dangerous luxuries; at 
[ least they have never inquired after them ; which 
[they probably would have done if once they had 
'been introduced among them. Indeed we have 
not observed any liquor of an intojucating quality 
fused among theee or any Indians west of the 
[Eocky mountains, the universal beverage being 
[pure wat«r. They however sometimes almost 
Intoxicate themselves by smoking toba«M of 
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■which they are esceBaively fond, and the plettaures 
of which they prolong as mnch aa possible, by- 
retaining vast quantities at a time, till alt<^r cir- 
culating through the lungs and stomach it iaeuas 
in Yolnmes from the mouth and nostrils. But the 
natural vice of all these people is an attachment 
for James of haa ard whieh they pursue with a 
■traage and ruinouB avidity. The games are of 
two kinds. In the first, one of the company ae- 
BumeB the office of banker, and playa against the 
rest. He takes a small stone, about the size of a 
bean, which he shifts fi-om one hand to the other 
with great dexterity, repeating at the same time 
a song adapted to the game, and which serves to 
dirert the attention -of the company, till having 
agreed on the stake, he holds out his hands, and 
the antagonist wins or loses aa he succeeds or 
foils at gneBsing in which hand the atone is. Aft^r 
the banker has lost his money, or whenever he is 
tired, the stone is transftrred to another, who in 
turn challenges the rest of the eompany. The 
other game ia something like the play of ninepins; 
two pins are placed on the floor, about the dis- 
tance of a foot from each other, and a smali hole 
made behind them. The players then go about 
ten feet from the hole, into which they try to roll 
a small piece reseEubling the men usi^ at 
draughts ; if they succeed in putting it into the 
hole, they win the stake; if the piece rolls hetween 
the pins, hut does not go into the hole, notliing is 
won or lost; but the wager is wholly lost if the 
chequer rolls outside of the pins. Entire days are 
wasted at these games, which are often continued 
through the night round the blaze of their fires, 
tfll the last article of clothing or even the last 
blue bead is won fi'om the desperate adventurer. 
la traffic they are keen, acute aud intelligent, 
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and thej emploj in all tlieir bargains a dexterity 
and fluiMBe, irhich, ii' it be not learnt from tJieir 

I foreiga vieitora, maj ehow how nyjuiy Iho cun- 

' ning of eayagPB is allied to the little arte of more 
civilised trade. Thej begin Y<y ankiug double or 
treble the value ol' their merchandiee, and lower 
the demand in proportion to the ardour or experi- 
ence in trade of the purchaser; and if he eijiresHes 
any anxiety, the emalleHt article, perhapo a haud- 
fiil of roots, will (UrniBh a, whob morning's ne- 
gotiation. Being naturally Buspicious, they of 
course conceive that you are pursuing the Bame 
Bystem. They, therefore, invariably refuse the 

■ first offer, however high, fearful that they or we 
have mistaken the value of the merchandiee, and 
therefore cautiouely wait to draw uh on to larger 
offLTH. In thia way, after rejecting the moBt ex- 
travagant pricCH, which we have oflbred merely 
for esijerimeot, they have afterwards importuned 
U8 for a tenth part of what they had before re- 
fused. In thia respect, they diifer from almost all 
Indians, isho will generally exchange in a 
thoughtless moment the niodt valuable article 
they posMHB, for any bauble which happens to 
please tJieir (ancy. 

These habits of cunning, or prudence, have been 
formed or increased by their being engaged in a 
large part of the commerce of the Columbia; of 
that trade, however, the j^nfigf (iin|iiii-inTn in i-hn 
foils, where all the neighbouring nations asaemble. 

' TEe^nhabitantB of the Columbian plains, alter 
having passed the wiiiter near the mountains, 
come down as soon as the snow has left the val- 
leys, and are occupied in collecting and drying 

, rootfi, till about the month, of May. They then 
crowd to the river, and Uxiug themselves on its 
north side, to avoid the incursions of the Snake 
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Indians, continue fishiog, till about the flrHt of 
September, when the etilmon are no longer fit for 
use. They tbtn bury their fish and retarn to the 
plains, where they remain gathering tiuamash, till 
the enow obliges them to desist. They come back 
to the Columbia, and taking their atore of fish, 
retire to the foot of the mountaina, and along the 
creeks, which supply timber for houses, and pass 
the winter in hunting deer or elk, which, with the 
aid of their flsh, enables thera to subsist till in the 
.spring they resume the circle of their employments. 
During their residence on the river, from May to 
■Beptembor, or rather before they begin the regular 
fishery, they go down to the fiilla, carrying with 
them skins, mats, silk grass, rushes, and chap- 
pelell bread. They are here overtaken by the 
Chopunniah, and other tribes of the Rocky moun- 
tains, who descend tie Kooakooskee and Lewis's 
river for the purpose of selling bear-grass, horses, 
quamash, and a few skins which they have ob- 
tained by hunting, or in exchange for horses, with 
the TushepawB. 

At the falls, they find the Chilluckittequawe, 
Eneesburs, Echeloots, and Skilloots, which last 
serve as intermediate traders or carriers between 
the Inhabitants above and below the Iklls. The«e 
tribes prepare pounded fish for the market, and 
the nations below bring wappatoo roots, the Bah 
of the seacoast, berries, and a variety of trinkets 
and small ari^icles which they have procured from 
the whites. 

The trade then begins. The Chopuaiiish, and 
Indians of the Kockj mountains, exchange the 
articles which they have brought for wappatoo, 
pounded fish, and beads. The Indians of the 
plains being their own fishermen, take only wap- 
patoo, horses, beads, and other articles, procnred 
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I from Enropeans. The Indians, however, from 

Lewis's river to the falls, consume as food or lliel 
I all the fish which they take; ^o that the whole 
' stock for exportation ib prepared by the uationa 
. between the Towahuahiooks and the fails, and 
^ amounts, as nearly as we could estimate, to about 
, thirty thousand weight, chiefly salmon, above the 

quantity which they use themselves, or barter 
\ TFith the more eastern Indians. This h now car- 
( ried down the river by the Indians at the fella, 
' and is consumed among the nation.^ at the mouth 

of the Columbia, who ia return give the fish of the 
I aeacoaet, and the articles which they obtain from 
I the whitea. The neighbouring people eateh large 
' quantities of salmon and dry them, but they do 
1 not understand or practise the art of drying and 
I pounding it in the manner used at the falln, and 
I being very fond of it, are forced to purchase it at 
( high prices. This article, indeed, and the wappa- 
I too, form the principal subjects of trade with the 
I people of our immediate vicinity. The traffic is 

■wholly carried on by water; there are even no 
'. roada or paths through the country, except acrosa 
I the portages which connect the creeks. 

But the circumstance which forms the soul of 
' this trade, is the visit of the whites. They arrive 
I generally about the month of April, and either 
L remain until October, or ret«ru at that time ; dnr- 
1 Ing which time, having no establishment on shore, 
I they anchor on the north side of the bay, at the 
J place already described, which is a spacious and 
[commodious harbour, perfectly secure from all 
[except the south and southeast winds; and as 
}they leave it before winter, they do not Bufifet 
I from these winds, which, during that season, are 
I the most usual and the most violent. This situa- 
[tion is recommended by its neighbourhood to 
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fresh 'vrater and wood, as well as to excellent 
timber for repairB. Here they are immediately 
Tiaited by the tribes along the eeaeoast, by the 
Cathlamahs, and lastly by the Skilloots, that 
numerous and active people, who ekirt the river 
between the marebj islandH and the grand rapids, 
as well as the Coweliskee, and who tarry down 
the fish prepared by their immediatJi iii'ighbours 
the Chilluckittequaws, Eneeshure, and Echeeloota, 
residing from the grand rapids to the falls, as well 
as all the articles which they have procured iii 
barter at the market in May. The accumulated 
trade of the Columbia now consists of dressed and 
undressed skins of elk, eea-otter, the common 
otter, beaver, common fos, spuck, and tiger cat. 
The articles of less importance, are a small quan- 
tity of dried or pounded salmon, the biscuits made 
of the chapelell roots, and some of the manufac- 
tures of the neighbourhood. In return they re- 
ceive guns (which are principally old British or 
Ajnerican muskets) powder, ball and shot, copper 
and brass kettles, braes tea-kettles, and coffee- 
pots, blankets, from two to three points, coarse 
scarlet and blue cloth, iilates and strips of sheet 
copper and brass, large brass wire, knives, to- 
bacco, fish-hooks, buttons, and a considerable 
qaontitj of sailors' hats, trousers, coats and 
shirts. But as we have had occasion to remaj'k 
more than once, the object of foreigu trade which 
is the most desired, are the common cheap, blue 
or white beads, of about filty or seventy to the 
pennyweight, which are strung on strands & 
fathom in length, and sold by the yard, or the 
length of both arms : of these blae beads, which 
ore caLed tia commasbuck, or chief beads, hold 
the first ratik in their ideas of relative value: the 
most inferior kind, are esteemed beyond the finest 
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wampDm, a,nd are temptations which can alnaya 
aednee them to part with their most valuable 
■ effects. Indeed, if the example of civilised life did 
Rot completely vindicate their ehoice, we might 
wonder at their infatuated attachment to a ban- 
' tie in itself bo worthlesH. Tet these beade are, 
perhape, quite as reasonabla objects ofresearch as 
the precious metals, Bince they are at once bean- 
tifol ornaments for the 7>er8on, and the great eir. 
culating medium of trade with all the nations on 
! the Columbia. 

Theae etrangera who visit the Columbia for the 

purpose of trade or hunting, rauet be either 

English or Americans. The Indiana inlbrtii na 

that they speak the same laogaage as we do, and 

, indeed the few words which the Indians have 

[learnt from tJie Hailors, sucli as musket, powder, 

Bhot, knife, file, heave the lead, damned rascal, 

and other phraaes of that description, evidently 

k'show that the viMtore speak the English Ian- 

1 guage. But as the greater part of them annually 

arrive in .\pril, and either remain till autumn, or 

I ttviait them at that time, which we could not 

['dearly understand, the trade cannot be direct 

[■from either Kngland or the United States, eince 

jtbe ships could not reium thither during the 

I'Wmainder of the year. Wben the Indians are 

(■asked where these traders go on leaving the 

IXolumbia, they always point to the southwest, 

vhenee we presume that they do not belong to 

Jany establishment at Nootka Sound. They do, 

(liowever, mention a trader by the name of Moore, 

pho sometimes touches at tliis place, and the last 

ime he came, he had on board three cows ; and 

"When he left; them, continued along tlie northwest 

coaet, which renders it probable, that there may 

'"be a settlement of whites In. that direction. The 
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names and deacription of all theee persona wba 
TiMt them iu the updng and autumn are remem- 
bered with great aceuracy, and we took down, 
eia«tly as they were pronounced, the following 
list: The favourite trader is 

Mr. Haley, who visits them in a vessel with 
three miLsts, and eontiimeB some time. The others 
are 

Youena, who comes also in a three masted vee- 
eel, and ia a trader. 

Tallamon, in a three masted vesBel, but he ia 
not a trader. 

Callalamet in a ship of tiie same sise, he is a 
trader, and they say Las a wooden leg. 



Swipton 

Moore four 

Mackey three 

Washington tJiree 



Mesahip 
Davidson 

Jackson 
Bolch 



three masted vesael, 
do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 



three 
three 



three 
three 



do. 

do. 



trader. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
does not trade, bnt 
hunts elk. 

trader. 
do. 
in a vessel with three 
He 



Bkelley, also a trader, 
masts, but he has been gone for some years, 
had only one eye. 

It might be difficult to adjust the balance of the 
advantages or the dangers of this trade to the 
nations of the Colnmbia, against the sale of their 
l^irs, and the acquisition of a tbw bad gtms and 
household utensils. 

The nations near the month of the Columbia 
enjoy__greattraniiuillity ; none of the tribes being 
engaged in war. Nbtlong since, however, there 
was a war on tie coaat to the southwest, in 
which the Xillamucks took several prisoners. 
IThese, as f^ aa we could perceive, were treated 
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.very well, and though nominally slaves, yet were 
Eadop'ted into the families of their ma«tera, and the 
joung ones placed on the same footing with the 
children or the purehaser. 

The month of Felimary and the greater part of 
March wtre paaned in the same manner. Every 
iay, partiea as large as we could spare them from 
Tour other occupationa were sent out to hunt, and 
[■we were thus enabled to command some days' 
provision in advance. It consisted chiefly of deer 
Land elk; the flrat IB very lean, and the flesh by no 
I meana as good as that of the elk, which, though 
Dor, is getting better; it is indeed our chief de- 
r pendente. At this time of the year it is in much 
better order in the prairies near the point, where 
they (bed on grass and rushes, considerable quan- 
[tities of which are yet green, than in the woody 
leonntry up the Setnl. There, they subsist on 
1 huckleberry buBliee aud ftrn, but chiefly on ever- 
I green, called Bhallun, resembling the laurel, which 
I abounds through all the timbered lands, particu- 
larly along the broken sides of hills. Toward the 
t latter end of the month, however, they left the 
I prairies near T'oint Adams, aud retired back to 
'the hills; but fortunately, at the same time the 
I Bturgeon and anchovies began to appear, and af- 
(forded us a delightful variety of food. In the 
Imean time, the party on the seaeoast supplied us 
["With salt; but though the kettles were kept boil- 
ling all day and night, the salt was made but 
lalowly; nor was it till the middle of this month 
[that we succeeded in procuring twenty gallons, of 
I which twelve were put in kegs for our journey aa 
' tkr as the deposits oa the Missouri. 

The neighbouring tribes continued to visit na, 
for the purpose of trading, or merely to smoke 
[trith UB. But on the ilst, a Chinnook chief, 
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■whom we had never seen, came over with twenty- 
five of bis men. Hta Dame waa Tahcum, a. man of 
about flftj years of age, with a larger figure and 
a better carriage than most of his nation. We 
received him with the usual ceremonies, gave the 
[part; something to eat, smoked moi^t copioualy 
I'with them all, and presented the chief with a 
[-■mall medal. They were all aatiflfied with their 
ftreatraent; and though we were willing to show 
[the chief every civility, could not diajiense with 
Lour rule of not suffe:ing so many strangers to 
Bleep ia the fort. They, therefore, left us at sun- 
set. On the twenty-fourth, Comowool, who ia by 
for the most friendly and decent savage we have 
seen in this neighbourhood, came with a, large 
party of Clateope, bringing among other articles, 
sturgeon and a small Sah, which has just begun, 
"witMn a day or two paat, to make their appear- 
[ ance in the Columbia. 

From this time, as the elk became scarce and 
'lean, we made use of these flsh whenever we could 
catch them, or purchase them from the Indians. 
But as we were too poor to indulge very largely 
in these luxuries, the diet was by no meajis pleas- 
ant, and to the sick, especially, was unwlioleHome, 
' On the 15th of March we were visited by Deloshil- 
["wilt, the Chinnook ebief, and hia wife, n«com- 
ipanied by the same sis damsels, who in the 
pautumu had encamped near us, on the other side 
of the bay, and whose favours had been so trou- 
blesome to several of the men. They formed a 
^camp close to the fort, and began to renew their 
! addresses very assiduously, but we warninJ the 
men of the dangers of intercourse with this frail 
society, and they cautiously abstained from con- 
nection with them. 
During the greater part of this month, five oe 
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mx of the men were eick; indeed, we have not had 
BO many complaining since we left Wood river; the 
general complaint is a bad cold and fever, eome- 
thing in the nature of an iofiuenia, which, joined 
with a few cases of venereal, and accidental iu- 
(uries, complete our invalid corps. These dis- 
ordera may chiefly be imputed to the nature of tb» 
climate. 
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CHAPTER XXrV. 

A general dcecrlptloD or me bensls. blrde and plsnu. ie. bwiul 
bj ;he porlr In Ibis expedition. 

The vegetable prodnctioOB of the countrj, which 
flirnish a large proportion of the food of the In- 
dians, are the root^ of a epecies of thistle, the 
ftrn, the rush, the liquorice, and a email cjlindric 
root, resembling in Savour and coneistencj the 
aweet potato. 

1st. The thietle, ca.lled bj the natives dtana- 
tanque, is a plant wtiich grows in a deep, rich, 
dry loam, with a, coaeiderable mixture of Band. 
The stem is simple, ascending, cjUndric, and his- 
pid, and rising to the height of three or four feet. 
The cauline life, which, aa well as the stem of the 
last Heasou is dead, is simple, crenate, and oblong; 
rather more obtuse at its apex than at its inser- 
tion, which is decurrent, and its position declin- 
iag ; whilst the margin is armei! with prickles, and 
its disc is hairj. The flower too is dry and muti- 
lated ; but the pericarp seems much Uke that of the 
common thistle. The root-leaves, which atiU pos- 
sess their verdare, and are about half grown, are 
of a paie green colour. The root, however, is the 
oul; part used. It is itom nine to fitteen inches 
long, about the siz« of a man's thumb, perpen- 
dicular, fusiform, and with from two to four 
radicles. The rind is of a brown colour, and 
somewhat rough. Wlien first taken ftom the 
earth, it is white, and nearlj as crisp as a carrot, 
and in ttiis state is sometimes eaten without any 
preparation. But after it la prepared b; the same 
process used for the pasheco quamaeh, which is 
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the moat usual and the beet method, it becomw 
black, ajid much improved in flavour. Ita taste is 
exactly that of sugar, and it is indeed the sweet- 
est vegetable employed by the Indiana. After be- 
ing baked in the kiln, it is either eaten simply or 
with train oil ; sometimes pounded fine and mixed 
with cold water, until it ie reduced to the con- 
eistencs of eagamjty, or Indian mush, which last 
method is the most agreeable to our palatea- 

2. Three species of fern grow in this neighbour- 
hood, but the root of only one is eaten. It is very 
abundant in those parts of the open lands and 
pratriee which have a deep, loose, rich, black 
loam, without any sand. There, it attains the 
height of four or five feet, and is a beautiflil plant 
with a fine green colour in eummer. The stem, 
which ia smooth, cylindric, and slightly grooved 
on one side, rises erectly about half its height, 
when it divides into two branches, or rather long 
footstalks, which put forth in pairs from one side 
only, and near the edges of the groove, declining 
backwards from the grooved side. These foot^ 
stalks ore themselves grooved and cylindric, and 
as they gradually taper toward the extremities, 
put forth others of a smaller size, which are alter- 
nate, and have forty or fifty alternate, pinnate, 
horizontal, and sessile leaves : tlie leaves are multi- 
partit* for half the length of their footstalk, when 
they assume the tongue-like form altogether ; be- 
ing, moreover, re volute, with the upper disc 
smooth, and the lower resembling cotton : the top 
is annual, and therefore dea.d at present, bat it 
produces no flower or fruit; the root itself la 
perennial and grows horiEontally ; sometimes a 
little diverging, or obliquely descending, and fre- 
quently dividing itself as it proceeds, and shooting 
Dp a number of stems. It lies about four iuches 
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ander the surface of the earth, in a eylindrieal 
■ form, with few or no radieleH, and varieB from the 
' eite of a goose (luill to that of a man's finger. 
The bark is black, thin, brittle, and rather rough, 
and eaeilj neparatea in ^akes fhsm the part which 
ie eaten; the centre is dirided into two parts by 
a strong, flat, and whit« ligament, like a piece of 
thin tape; on emih aide of which is a white sub- 
stance, reeembjing, after the root is roasted, both 
in appearance and flavour, the dough of wheat. 
It has, however, a pungency which is disagreeable, 
bnt the natives eat it voraciously, and it seems to 
be very nutritious. 

3. The ruah is most commonly used by the Kil- 
lamucks, and other Indians on the seocoast, along 
the sanda of which it grows in greatest abun- 
dance. From each root a single stem risea erectly 
to the height of three or fonr ii«t, somewhat 
thicker than a large quill, hollow and jointed; 
I about twenty or thirty long, lineal, stellate, or 
1 radiate and horizontal leaves surround the stem 
[ at each joint, about half an inch above which, its 
I 8t«m ia aheathed like the aand rush. When green, 
[ it resemblea that plant alao in appearance, as well 
I as in having a rough stem. It is not branching; 
1 nor does it hear, as far as we can discover, either 
1 flower or seed. At the bottom of this stem, which 
I jia annual, is a small, strong radicle, about an int^h 
long, descending perpendicularly to the root, while 
just above the junction of the radicle with the 
stem, the latter is surrounded in the form of a 
wheel, with six or uinei small radiclea, descending 
obliquely: the root attached to this radicle is a 
perennial solid bulb, about an inch long, and of 
the thickness of a man' a thumb, of an ovate form, 
depressed on one or two of its sides, and covered 
with a thin, smooth, black rind: the pulp ii 
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white, brittle, and eaaily masticated. It ia com- 
monly roasted, tjiough Bometimes eaten raw ; but 
in both states is rather an insipid root. 

4. The liquorice of this coiiutry does not diffitr 
from that common to the United States. It here 
delights in a deep, loose, sandy soil, and grows 
very large, and abundantly. It is prepared by 
roasting in the embers, and pounding it slightly 
with a umall stick, in order to separate the strong 
ligament in the centre of the root, which is then 
thrown away, and the rest chewed and swal- 
lowed. In this way it has an agreeable flavour, 
not unlike that of the sweet potato. The root of 
the cattail, or cooper's flag, ia eaten by the In- 
dians. There is also, a species of small, dry, 
tnberouH root, two inches in length, and about 
the thickness of the finger. They are eaten raw, 
are crisp, milky, and of an agreeable flavour. 

5. Beside the small cylindric root mentioned 
above, is another of the same form and appear- 
ajice, which is usually boiled and eaten with train 
oil, Its taste, however, is disagreeably bitter. 
But the most valuable of all the Indian roots, is 

6. The wappatoo, or the bulb of the common 
sagittafolia, or common arrowhead. It does not 
grow in this neighbourhood, but is in great abun- 
dance in the marshy grounds of that beautiiVil 
valley, which eatends from near Quicksand river 
for seventy miles westward, and is a principal 
article of trade between the inhabitants of that 
valley and those of the seacoast. 

The shrub rises to the height of four or flvB feet; 
the st«m simple and much branched. The bark is 
of a reddish dark brown ; th-e main stem some- 
what rough, while that of the bough is smooth; 
the leaf is about one-tenth of a,n inch long, obtuse 
at tJie apex, and acute and angular at the inser 
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tion of the pedicle. The leaf is tliree foiirtiie of &a 
inch in length, and three eighths in width, smooth, 
and of a paler greeu thiia erergreetis generally 
are. The finiit is a email deep purple lierry, and of 
a pleasant flavour; the natives eat the berry wiien 
ripe, but seldom collect such quantities as to dry 
for winter use. 

The native fruits and berries in use among the 
Indians, are what thej call the shallun; the 
Boltae; the cranberry; a berry like the black haw; 
the scarlet berry, of the plant called eacacommia ; 
a purple berry, like the huckleberry. 

1. The shallun is an evergreen plant, aboood- 
ing in this neiglibourhood, and its leaves are the 
fkvourite food of the elk. It h a. thick growth, 
cylindrically rising to the height of three, and 
sometiraea five feet, and varying from the size of 
a goose quill, to that of a man's thumb. The 
stem is simple, branching, reclining, and partially 
fluxiio.ie, with a bark which, on the elder part, ie 
of a reddish brown colour, while the younger 
branches are red where esijosed to the sun, and 
green elsewhere. The leaf is three fourths of an 
Inch in length, and two and a half in breadth; of 
an oval form ; the upper disc of a glossy deep 
green, the under of a pale green; the fruit ia a 
deep purple berry, about the size of a common 
black cherry, oval, and rather bluntly pointed ; 
the pericarp ia divided into five acute angular 
points, and envelops a soft pulp, containing a 
great number of small brown seeds. 

2. The eolme is a small, pale, red berry, the 
production of a plant, resembling in size and 
shape that which produces the fruit, called in the 
United -States, Solomon's seal-berry. The berry is 
attached to the atem in the same manner. It is of 
a globular form; containing a soft pulp, which 
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envelops fom* Beeda about the aiz6 of the seed of 
the common small grape. It grows amongst the 
woodland moss, and in, to all appearance, an 
annual plant. 

a. The cranberry ia of the low and Tiny kind, 
and grows in the marshes or bogs of this neigh- 
bourhood: it ia precisely the same as the cran- 
berry of the United States, 

4, The fruit, which, though rather larger, re- 
sembles the black haw, ia a light brown berry, the 
fhiit of a tree about the aitie, shape, and appear- 
ance in every respect, of that of the United States, 
called the wild crab-apple. The leaf is also pre- 
cisely the same, as also the l>ark in texture and 
colour. The berried grow in clumps at the end of 
the sraali hranchea; each berry supported by a 
separate stem, and as many as from three to 
eighteen or twenty in a clump ; the berry is ovat«, 
with one of its extremities attached to a peduncle, 
where it is to a email degree concave, the wood of 
which is escesaively hard. The natives make their 
wedges of this wood, in splitting their boarda, 
their firewood, and in hollowing out their canoes; 
the wedge when driven into solid dry pine, re- 
ceives not the slightest injury. Our party mad» 
use of it likewise for wedges and axe-handtes. 
The fVuit is exceedingly acid, and resembles the 
flavour of the wild crab. The pericarp of the 
berry contains a soft pulpy substance, divided into 
four cells, each containing a single seed ; the outer 
coat of the pericarp, is a thin smooth though 
firm and tough pellicle. 

The plant called sacacommia by the Canadian 
traders derives it£ name from this circumstance: 
that the clerks of the trading compauies are gen- 
erally very fond of emoking its leaves, which they 
carry about with them in a email bag. It grows 
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generally in an open piny woodland country, of 
oD its bordera. We fonnd Uiis berry in tbe prairies 
bordering on the Koeky mountains, or in tbe 
more open woodlands. It is indiscriminately the 
growth of a very rich or a very poor Hoil. and ia 
found in the same abundance in both. The Da- 
tives on tbe vrestern Hide of the Kocky monntaine 
are very fond of thia berry, although to ue it TOa« 
a. very tasteless and insipid fruit : the ahrub is an. 
evergreen, and retains its verdure in the same per- 
fection the whole aeiwon round. However incle- 
ment the chmate, the root puts forth a great 
number of stems which separate near the surlttce 
of the ground, each stem from the size of a small 
quill to that of a man's finger: these are much 
branched, the branches tbruung an scute angle 
with the stem, and all more properly procumbent 
than creeping: although it sometimes puts forth 
radicles from the Ktems and branches, which 
strike obliquely into the ground : theHe radicles are 
by no means general or equable in their distances 
IVom each other, nor do they appear calculated to 
I'urnish nutriment to the plant : the bark is formed 
of Bereral layers of a. smooth, .thin, brittle and 
reddish substance easily separated from the et«m: 
the leaves with respect to their position are scat^ 
tered, yet cloMely arranged, and particularly near 
the extremities of the twigs: the leaf is about 
three-fourths of an inch in length; oval, pointed 
and obtuse; ofa deep green, slightly grooved; and 
the footstalk is of proportionable length ; the berry 
is attached in an irregular manner to the small 
boughs among the leaves, and always supported 
by separate, small and »hort peduiielea: the inser- 
tion produces a slight concavity in the berry, 
while its opposite side is slightly convex. The 
outer coat of the pericarp is a thin, firm, tough 
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pellicle; the inner coat conaista of a dry, mealy 
powder, of a, yellowish whit-e colour, envelopiDg 
from four to nix large, light, brown aeedB; the 
colour ol'the fruit ie a fine scarlet: the natives eat 
these berriea without any preparation : the fruit 
ripens in September, and reniajna on the bushes 
all winter unaffected by the frost : they are eome- 
timett gathered and hung in the lodges in baga, 
where they are dried without further trouble. 

6. The deep purple berry, like the hui'kleberry, 
terminatea bluntly, and has a cap or cover at the 
end : ttie berries are attached separately to the 
eides of the boughs by a short stem, hanging 
underneath and they ollen grow very near each 
other, on the same bough: the berry separates 
very easily from the stem; the leaves adhere 
closely; the shrub rises to the height of six or 
eight Hnet, and sometimes grows ou hiy;h lands, 
but more frequently on low marshy grounds: the 
shrub is an evergreen, and about ten inches in 
circumference, divides into many irregular 
branches, and seldom more than one stem springe 
from one root, although they asaoeiate very 
thickly : the bark is somewhat rough and of a red- 
dish brown colour; the wood is very hard; the 
leaves are alternate and attached by a short foot- 
stalk to the horizontal sides of the boughs: the 
form is a long oval, rather more acul* towards 
the apex than at the point of insertion: its mar- 
gin slightly serrate, its sideii collapsing, thick, Srm, 
smooth and glossy : the under surface is of a pale 
or whitish green, and the upper of a, fine deep 
green. This beautiful shrub retaius its verdure 
throughout the year, aud is more peculiarly beau- 
tiful in winter. The natives sometimes eat the 
berries without preparation: sometimes they dry 
tliem in the eon, and at others in their sweating 
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fcilns : the; very ft%quently pound them, and bake 
them iu large loaves, weigliing from ten to fifteen 
poundR: the bread keeps verj well for one eeaaoa, 
and retiiina its juiceH better by this mode of prep- 
aration than any other: this bread when broken 
is atirred in cold water, until it acquires the con- 
flistenoy of soup, and then eaten. 

The trees of a larger jfrowth are very abundant; 
the whole neighbourhood of the coast is supplied 
■with great quantities of CTceltant timber. The 
predominating growth ia the fir, ofwhieh we have 
Been several speciea. There is one singular circum- 
atance attending all the pine of this country, 
which ia, that when consuraed it yields not the 
flUgbtest particle of ashes. The first species grows 
to an iramense size, and ia very commonly twenty- 
seven ftet in eircumftrence six fi!et above the 
earth's aurfkce; they rise to the height of two 
hundred and thirty feet, and one hundred and 
twenty of that height without a limb. We have 
often found them thirty-six feet in circumference. 
One of our party measured one, and (bund it to 
be forty-two ffeet in circumftrence, at a point be- 
yond the reach of an ordinary man. This trunk 
for the distance of two hundred feet was destitute 
of limbs; this tree was perfectly sound, and at a 
moderate calculation, its sUe may be estimated at 
three hundred feet. The timber is throughout, 
and rives better than any other species ; the bark 
scales off in flakes irregularly round, and of a red- 
dish brown colour, particularly the younger 
growth : the trunk is simple, brauehing, and not 
very proliferous. The leaf is acerose, one tenth of 
an inch in width, and three fourths in length, firm, 
stifl; and acuminate. It is triangular, a little de- 
clining, thickly Mcattered on all aides of the bough, 
and springs ftom small triangular pedeatala of 
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floft, epongy, elastic bark at the janctlon of the 
toughp. The bad Bcalee continue to encircie their 
respective twiga for several years. Captain Lewis 
has connted as many aa the growth of four years 
bejoud their Kcales; it yields but little resin, and 
we have never been able to discover the cone, 
although we have killed Beveral. 

The Recond is a much more common species, and 
constitut*ii at leant one half of the timber in thia 
neighbourhood. It seems to resemble the spruce, 
rising from one hundred and sixty to one hundred 
and eighty fi*t, and is from four to sis in diame- 
ter, straight, round, and regularly tapering. The 
bark is thin, of a dark colour, much divided in. 
small longitudinal interstices: the bark of the 
boughs and young trees ia somewhat smooth, but 
not equal to the balsam fir; the wood is white, 
very solt, but difficult to rive: the trunk is a sim- 
ple, branching, and diffuse stem, not so prolifferoua 
as the pines and firs usually are. It puts forth 
buds itom the sides of the small boughs, as well 
as ftom their extremities : the stem terminates like 
the cedar, in a slender pointed top: the leaves are 
petiolatG, the footstalks short, acerose, rather 
more than half a line in width, and very unequal 
in length ; the greatest length seldom eiceeds one 
inch, while other leaves intermixed on every part 
of the bough, do not exceed a quarter of an inch. 
The leaf has a small longitudinal channel on the 
upper disc, which is of a deep and glossy green, 
while the under dine is of a whitish green only: it 
yields but little resin, tt'hat is remarkable, the 
cane is not longer than the end of a man's thumb, 
it is Bolt, flexible, of an ovate form, and produced 
at the ends of the small twigs. 

The third species resembles in all points, the 
Canadian balsam fir. It gro'wa from two and a 
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half to four ftet ia diameter, aud riaee to the 
height of eighty or an hundred feet. The Ht«m ia 
Bimple, branching, and jiroliferous ; its leavea are 
Besaile, acero^, uue eighth of au inch in length, 
and one sixteenth in width, thickly scattered on 
the twigs, and adhere to the three uiider sides 
only; gibbous, a little declining, obtusely pointed, 
soft, and flexible. The apper disc is longitudinally 
marked with a slight channel, of a di«p glossy- 
green ; the under of a pale green and not gloesy. 
This tree affords in uonsidernble quantities, a fine 
deep aromatic baUam, resembling the bali^am of 
Canada in taste and appearance. The small pis- 
tils tilled, rise like a blister ou the truck aiid the 
branches. T'he bark that envelops these pistils, is 
soft and easily punctured ; the general appearance 
of the bark is dark and smooth ; but not so re- 
markable for that quality as the white pine of our 
country. The wood is "white and soft. 

The fourth species in size resembles the second. 
The stem is simple, branching, ascending, and pro- 
liferous; the bark is of a reddish dark brown, and 
thicker than that of the third species, divided by 
amali longitudinal interstices, not so much magni- 
fled as in the second species. The relative position 
of the leaves resemble those of the balsam, fir, 
excepting that they are ouiy two thirds the width, 
and Uttle more than ha.lf the length, end that the 
upper disc is not so green and glossy. The wood 
yields no balsam, and but little resin. The wood 
is white and tough although rather porous. 

The fifth species in size resembles the second, and 
has a trunk simple, branching, and proliferous. 
The bark is of a thin dark brown, divided longi- 
tudinaliy by interstices, and scaling off in thin 
rolling flakes. It yields but little balsam; two- 
thirds of the diameter of the trunk in the centre, 
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eeenta e, reddish white; the remaJnder is white, 
■ porous, and tough: the twigs are much long;er 
' Biod more slender than in either or the other epe- 
cies; the leavea are acerose, one-twentieth of an 
inch in width, and one inch in length ; seitile, in- 
eertcd on all aides of the bough, straight, and 
ohliquely pointing towards the extremities. The 
npiwr disc has a email longitudinal channel, and 
ia of a deep green, and not eo gloBsy as the bal- 
sam fir. The under disc is of a pale green. 

We have seen a species of this fir on low marshy 
gTounda, resembling in all points the foregoing, 
except that it branches more difFusively. This tree 
is generally tiiirty feet in height, and two in 
diameter. The diffusion of its branches may result 
from it-M open situation, as it seldom grows in the 
neighbourhood of another tree. The coua is two 
and B. half inches in length, and three and three- 
quarters in its greatest circumference. It tapera 
regularly to a point, and is formed of tlie imbri- 
cated scales, of a bluntly rounded fbrra. A thin 
leaf is inserted in tie pith ofthe cone, which over- 
laya the centre of, and extends half an inch beyond 
the point of each scale. 

The sixth species does not differ from what is 
usually denominated the white pine in Virginia, 
The unusual length of the cone seems to constituta 
the only dilTerence. It is sometimes sixteen or 
eighteen inches in length, and is about four in. 
circumference. It grows on the north side of the 
Columbia, near the ocean. 

The seventh, and last species grows in low 
grounds, and in places frequently overflown by 
the tide, seldom rising higher than thirty-five feet, 
and not more than from two and a half to four 
in diameter: the stem is simple, branching and 
proli&rous: the bai'k resembles that of the first 
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Bpeciee, bnt more ruffsed: the leaves are acerose, 
two-tenthB of an meh in widti, three-fourths in 
length, firm, etiB'. and a little acuminated: they 
end in ehort pointed tendrils, gibbous, and thickly 
scattered on all sides of the brani:h, though they 
adhere to the three under mien only : those in- 
serted on the under side incline eidewise, with up- 
ward points, preHentin^ the leaf in the shape of a 
Bcjthe: the others are pointing upwards, sextile 
and like those of the SrsC species, grow ft-om the 
Bmall triangular pedestals, of a bark, spongy, aofE 
and elastic. The under disc is of a deep glossy 
green, the other of a pa!e whitish green; the 
boughs retain tJie leaves of a six years' growth: 
the bud scales resemble those of the flrat species: 
the cone is of an ovat« figure, three end a half 
inches in length, and three in eireumflirence, thick- 
est in the middle, and tapering and terminating in 
two obtuse points: it is composed of small, flexible 
scales, imbricated, and of a reddish brown colour. 
Each of these scales covers two small seeds, and is 
itself covered in the ceutre by a small, thin, in- 
ferior scale, acutely pointed : these scales proceed 
from the sides of the bough, as well ae Itom its 
extremities. It was nowhere seen above the 
Wappatoo. The stem of the black alder arriTes to 
a great size. It is simple, braaching, and difiiise: 
the bark is smooth, of a light colour, with white 
spreading spots, resembling those of the bee<Ji: the 
leaf, fructification, &c. resemble precisely those of 
the common alder of our country: the ahruba 
grow separately from different roots, and not in 
clusters, like those of the United States. The 
black alder does not cast its leaf until the first of 
December. It is sometimes found growing to the 
height of sixty or seventy Ibet, and is from two to 
four in diameter. 
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3. There ie a tree common to the Columbia 
I river, below the entrance of Cataract river, when 
[divested of ita foliage, much rasembliug the ash. 
.The trunk is simple, brani^lLing, and difliiBe: the 
[leaf ia ])etiolate, plain, divided by four deep lines, 
[and resembling tiiose of the palm, and consider- 
[ably lobat*: the lobes terminate in from three to 
rflve angular points, and their margins a.re in- 
t dented with irregular and somewhat circular in- 
fcissures: the petiolate is cylindrical, smooth, and 
, Beven inches long; the leaf itself eight inches in 
[lengih, and twelve in breadth; this tree is fre- 
quently three feet in diameter, and rises from forty 
j to fifty feet : the fruit is a winged seed, somewhat 
[resembling that of the maple. 

In the same part of the country there is also 
[ another growth, reaembUng the white maple, 
. though much smaller, and ie seldom to be sees of 
I more than six or seven inches in diameter. These 
[trees grow in clusters, from fifteen to twenty feet 
I Jn height, from the same bed of roots, spreading, 
1 and leaning outwards: the twigs are long and 
[slender, the stem simple and branching, the hark, 
in colour, resembling tie wliite maple, the leaf is 
Ipetiolate, plain, scattered, nearly circular, with 
I acute, angular incissures round the margin, of an 
'Inch in length, and from six to eight in number: 
. the acute angular points so I'ormed, are crenate, 
three inches in length and fonr in width; the 
[petiole is cjlindric, smooth, and an iuch aad a 
[quarter in length, and the fhiit is not known. 

The undergrowth consiets of honeysuckles, 
r alder, seven bark or nine liark, huckleberry, a 
Lghrub like the quillwood, a plant like the mouu- 
[ tain-holly, a green briar, the fern. 

1, The honeysuckle common to the United 
' 8tat«e we found in this neighbourhood. We first 
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dlKOTered the hooeTsocUe on the v&tos oT ti» 
KooKkooskee, luar the Chopntuuah nadon, and 
again below the grand ra[nds. 

2. The alder which is ateo common to our 
eoantrj, was found in great abandajice in the 
woodiandB, on this dde of the Bock; mountains. 
It diSerain the colonr of it« berry: this being of a 
p^e eky blue, while that of the United States is 
of a deep pnrple. 

8. The seven bark, or, ae it is hhq^j denomi- 
nat«d, the nine bark of the United Rtatee, is also 
common to thU coantry. 

i. Tbe hucklebeiTj-. There is a species of 
bockleberry, common to the highlands, Q-om the 
commencement of the Columbian valie; to the 
Beacoaet, rising to the height of sii or eight feet, 
brancbing and difliiK : the trunk is cylindrical, of 
a dark brown colour; the collat«ral branches are 
green, smooth, and Hquare, and put forth a num- 
ber of alternate branches of the same colour, and 
ftom the two horizontal sideis onlj. The fruit is 
a small deep purple berry, held in much esteem by 
thenativeu: the leaf is of a pale green, and small, 
three-fourtha of an inch in length, and three- 
eighths in width, oval, terminating more acutely 
at the a])ei than at the insertion of the footstalk : 
the baue in nearly entire, and but slightly serrate: 
the fuotstalkit oreuliort; their relative poi^idon ia 
alternate, two-ranked, and proceeding from the 
horizontal Hidda of th<; boughs only. 

a. There are two upecies of tihrubs, first seen at 
the grand rapids of the Columbia, and which have 
siuee been seen elsewheru; they grow in rich dry 
grounds, usually in the neighbourhood of some 
water course: the roots are creeping and cylin- 
drical . the Htem of the first species is from a foot 
to eighteen inches la height, and about as large aa 
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an ordinary ^oee qnill : It ia idinple, unbrancbed, 

and erect: its leaves are cauline, compound and 
spreading ; the leafleta are jointed, and oppositely 
pinnate, three pair, and terminating in one textile, 
widest at the bane, and tapering to an a4^nmi^ate 
point: it is an inch and a quarter in its greatest 
width, and three inches and a quarter in lengti : 
each point of the margin is armed with a subulate 
thorn, and ftom thirteen to serenteen in number: 
are i-eined, glossy, carinat«d and wrinkled: their 
pointH obliquely tending towards the extremity of 
the common footstalk: the stem of the second 
species is procumbent, about the size of that of the 
first species, jointed and unbranched ; its leaves are 
cauline, compound, and oppositely pinnate; the 
nb is from fourteen to aixteen inches in length, 
cjlindric and smooth: the leaflets are two inches 
and a half long, and one inch wide, and of the 
greatest width half an iucii from the base: thia 
they regularly surround, and Ji-om the same point 
tapering to an acute apex: this is usually termi- 
nated with a small subulate thorn: tbey are 
jointed and oppositely pinnate, consisting of six 
pair, and terminating in one: aeesile, serrate, and 
ending in a small subulate spire, ftom twenty-five 
to twenty-seven in number: they are emooth, 
plain, and of a deep green, and all obliquely tend- 
ing towards the extremity of the footstalk: they 
retain their green all winter. The large leafed 
tborn, has a leaf about two inches and a half 
long, which is petiolate, and conjugate: the leaf- 
lets are petiolate, acutely pointed, having their 
margins cut with unequal and irregular incisures : 
the shrub, which we had onee mistaken for the 
large leaftd thorn, resembled the stem of that 
shrub, excepting the thorn; it bears a large three 
headed leaf: the briar is of tbe class polyandria, 
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and order poligTiniua : the flowers are single r the 
peduncle long and cylindrical : the calji is a peri- 
anth, of one leaf, &ve cleft, and acutely pointed: 
the perianth ie proper, erect, inferior in both 
petals, and germen: the corolla coDsists of Ave 
acute, pale scarlet petals, inserted in the receptacle 
with a short and narrow clelt: the corolla is 
smooth, moderatelj long, situated at the baae of 
the germeu, permanent, and in shape resemhling » 
cup: the ataraena and filamente are subulate, in- 
serted into the receptacle, unequal and bent in- 
wards, concealing the pjetilinm: the anther is 
two lobed and influted, situated on the top of the 
filament of the pjstilium: the germ is conical, 
imbricated, superior, sessile and short: the styles 
are short, compared with the etamen, capillary 
smooth and obtuse: they are distributed over the 
surface of the germ, and deciduous without any- 
perceptible stamen. 

7. The green briar grows most abundantly in 
rich dry lands, in the vicinity of a water course, 
and is found lu small quantities in piny lands at 
a distance fVom the ^ater. In the former situa- 
tion the stem is frequently or the size of a man'B 
finger, and rises perpendicularly four or five feet; 
it then descends in an arch, becomes procnmbent, 
or rests on some neighbouring plants : it is simple, 
nnbranched, and cylindric: in the latter situation 
it grows much smaller, and usually procumbent: 
the st«m is armed with sharped and forked briars : 
the leaf is petiolate, temate and resembles in 
shape and appearance that of the purple rasp- 
berry, so common to the Atlantic states : the fruit 
is a berry resembling the blackberry in all points, 
and is eaten when ripe by the natives, which the; 
hold in much esteem, although it is not dried for 
fvinter consamption. This shrub was first dis- 
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covered at the entrance of CJuicksand river; it 
growH HO abundantly in the fertile valley of Co- 
lumbia, and the islands, that the eountrjr is 
almost impenetrable : it retains ite verdure late in 
enmrner. 

8. Beeidee the fern already described , ae furnieti- 
ing a nutritiouB root, there are two other planta 
of the same species, which maj be divided into th» 
largeand thesmall: tlie large ftrnrisee three or four 
fbet: the stem ia a common footstalk, proceedini; 
immediately from the radix, somewhat flat, about 
the size of a man'e arm, and covered with in- 
numerable black coarse capillary rsdicles, issuing 
from every part of its eurfiwe: one of these rooia 
will send forth from twenty to forty of these 
common footstalks, bending outwards ftom the 
common centre : the ribe are cylindric and marked 
longitudinally their whole lenglJi, with a groove 
on the upper side: on either side of this groove, 
and a little below its edge tke leaflets are inserted ; 
tiheee are shortly petiolate for about two thirds 
the length of the middle rib, commencing from the 
bottom, and Itom thence to tiie extremity sessile: 
the rib is terminat,ed by a single undivided lanceo- 
late leaflet: these are from tM'o to four inches in 
length, and have a small acute angular projection, 
and obliquely cut at the baee : the upper surface is 
smooth, and of a deep green : the under surface of 
a pale green and covered with a brown protuber- 
ance of a woolly appearance, particularly near the 
central fibre: the leaflets are alternately pinnate, 
and in number, from one hundred and ten to one 
hundred and forty: they are shortest at the two 
extremities of the common footstalk, largest in 
the centre, gradually lengtheutng, and diminishing 
as they succeed each other. The email fern rises 
likewise with a common footstalk from the radix, 
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from four to eight in number: from four to eight 
iuuhes lung: tlie centTal rjb is marked with a, 
alight longitudinal groove throughout ita whole 
length: the leiifleta ar* oppositely pinnate, about 
one third of the length of the common footatallc, 
from the bottom, and thence alternately pinnate: 
tbe footetalk terminutea in a simple undivided 
lanceolate leaflet: these are oblong, obtuse, con- 
vei, ahaolutely entire, and the upper dist is 
marked with a slight longitudinal groove: near 
the tipper extremity these leaflets are decursively 
pinnate, as are all those of the large fern. Both 
of these epecioa preaerve green during the winter. 

The quadrupeds of this country itom the Kocky 
mountaina to the I'aciSu ocean, may be conven- 
iently divided into the domestic and the wild ani- 
mals. The first embracea the horae and dog only. 

The horee ia confined principally to the uationa 
inhabiting the great plains of Columbia, extending 
from latitude forty to fifty north, and occupying 
the tract of territory lying between the Kocky 
mountains, and a ran)i;c of mountains which pass 
the Columbia river about the great feila from 
longitude aisteen to one hundred and twenty-one 
west. The Shoshonees, the Chopuunish, Sokulka, 
Escheloota, Eneshurea, and Chilluckltt«quawe, all 
enjoy the benefit of that docile, noble, and gener- 
ous animal ; and all of them, except tbe three last, 
posaees immense numbers. 

They appear to be of an encellent race, lofty, 
elegantly formed, active and durable: many of 
them appear like fine English coursers; some of 
them are pied with [arge spots of white irregu- 
larly scattered, and intermixed with a dark brown 
bay: the greater part, however, are oi'an unilbrm 
colour, marked with Btars and white feet, and 
resemble in fieetneas and bottom, aa well as in 
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form and colour, the beet blooded horaea of Vir- 
ginia. The QivtiTee BuKr them to run at large in 
the plains, the grans of which affords thorn their 
only winter eubeiatence ; their masters taking no 
trouble to lay in a winter's store for them: not- 
withstanding, they will, imlejss much exercised, 
fatten on tlie dry grass afforded by the plains 
during the winter. The plains are rarely if ever 
moistened by rain, and tie grafls is coneequently 
short and thin. The natives, excepting those of 
the Rocky mountains, appea,r to take no pains in 
selecting their male horst's for breed ; and indeed, 
those of that class appear roueh the most indifier- 
ent. Whether the horse was originally a native of 
this country or rot, the soil and climate appear 
to be perlfectly well adapted to the nature of this 
animal. Horses are said to he ibund wild in many 
parts of this extensive country. The several 
tribes of Shoshonees ivho reside towards Mesieo, 
on the waters of the Mutiomah river, and par- 
ticularly one of them, called Shaboboah, have also 
a great number of mules, which the Indians prize 
more highly than horses. An elegant horse may 
be purchased of the natives for a ifew beads or 
other paltry trinkets, which in the United States, 
would not cost more than one or two dollars. 
The abundance and cheapness of horses, will be 
extremely advantageous to those who may here- 
after attempt the ftir trade to the East Indies, by 
the way of Columbia river, and the Pacific ocean. 
2. 'j'he dog ia unusually sraall, about the size of 
an ordinary cnr: he is usually parti -coloured, 
amongst which, the black, white, brown, and 
brindle are the colours most predomiiinnt: the 
head is long, the not^e pointed, the eyes small, the 
ears erect and pointed, like those of the wolf: 
theboiris short and smooth, exceptingon the tail, 
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where it ia long and straight, like that of tim 
ordinarj cur-dog. The natives never eat tlie flesh 
of thiie animal, and he appears to be in no other 
way servieeable to them than in hunting the elk. 

The second division comprchpnds the brown, 
white, or grisly bear, the black bear; the deer, 
common red deer, the blatk-tailed fallow deer, the 
mule deer, the elk, the wolves, the large brown 
wolf, the small wolf of tlie plains, the large wolf 
of the plains, the tiger-cat, the foxes, the common 
red fox, the silver fox, the fieher or black fbs, the 
largo red fox of the plaiuH, the kit-fox, or small 
foi of the plains, the antelope, the sheep, beaver, 
common otter, sea-ottar, raink, seal, raccoon, 
Bliuirrela, large grey squirrel, emali grey squirrel, 
email brown squirrel, ground squirrel, braro, rat, 
mouw, mole, panther, hare, rabbit, polecat or 
ekank. 

First, the brown, white or grisly bear, which 
seem to be of the same family, with an aceidental 
variation of colonr only, inhabit the timbered 
parts of the Rocky mountains. There are rarely 
found on the westerly side, and are more com- 
monly below the Itocky roountaim^. in the plains, 
or on their borders, amidst copse? of brush and 
underwood, and near the water courses. Vi'e are 
unable to learn that they inhabit ut all in the 
woody country, bordering on the coast, a» far in 
theinterior as the range of mountains which pass 
the Columbia, between the great falls and the 
rapids of that river. 

2. The black bear diETera in no respect fh)m 
those common to the Dnitod States. They chiefly 
inhabit timbered parte of the liocky mountttinB, 
and likewise the borders of the great plains of the 
Columbia. They are sometimes found in the tract 
which lies between those plains and the Pacific 
368 



UP THE MIS80CBI, 



ocean. One of onr huntere 8a"w one of this speciee, 
which won the only one we Lave diacovered since 
our residence in fort Clatsoii. 

3. The deer ere of three kinds: the common red 
deer, the blnck-tailed fallow deer, and the mule 
deer. 

1. The common red deer inhabit the Eoeky 
niountaiiie. in the neii^hbourhood of the Chopun- 
niah, and about the Columbia, and down the river 
aa low aa where the tide water commences. They 
do not appear to difTer easentiallj from thoae of 
the United States, being the aame in shape, ehe, 
and appearance. The tail iB however diffi'rc'nt, 
which ia of an unuiioal length, far exceeding that 
of the common deer. Captain Lewia measured 
one, fttid found it to be seventeen Inches long. 

2. The black-failecl ftillow deer are peculiar to 
thi^ coaat, and are u distinct apeciea, partaking 
e^naliy of the cjualitiea of the mule and the com- 
mon deer. Their ears are longer, and their winter 
coat darker than fhoae of the common deer. The 
receptacle of the eje more conspicuoua, their legs 
ahorter, their bodies thicker and larger. The toil 
Ih of the same length with that of the common 
deer, the hair on the under aide white, and on ite 
aidea and top of a deep jetTty black; the hams 
reacmble in form and colour those of the mule, 
which it likewise reaembles in its gait. The black- 
tailed deer never runa at ftill apeed, but bounds 
with every foot from the ground, at the same 
time, like the mule deer. He sometimes inhabits 
the woodlands, hut more often the prairiea and 
open grounds. It may he generally said, that he 
isof a aize larger than the common deer, and lees 
than the mule deer. The fleah is seldom fat, and 
in flavour isflirinferior to any other of the apeciee. 

8. The mule deer inhabit both the seacoast and 
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tlie plains or the Mi^HOuri, and likewise the bor- 
dera of the KooskooKkue rivtr, ia the neighbour- 
bood of the Rouhy mountains. It is not known 
whether they exist in. the interior of the great 
plains of the Columbia, or ou the lower borders, 
near the riiountainrf which pass the river above 
the groat falls. The properties of thin animal have 
already been noticed. 

4. The elk is of the same species with that 
which inhabits much the greatest part of North 
America. They are commoii to every part of this 
country, as well the timbered lands as the plains, 
but are much more abundant in the ibrmer than 
in the latter. lu the month of March we discov- 
ered several which had not cast their boms, and 
others where the new horns bad grown to the 
length of sis inches. The latter were in much the 
best order, and ftoiu hence we draw the inference 
that the leanest elk retain their horns the longest. 

0. The wolf is either the large brown wolf, or 
the wolf of the plains, of which last there are two 
kinds, the large and tLe small. The large brown 
wolf inhabits the woody countries on the borders 
of the Pacific, and the mountains which paiM the 
Columbiariver.between the great f^lls and rapids, 
and resembles in all points those of the United 
States. 

The large and small wolves of the plains, princi- 
pally inhabit the open country and the wood- 
lands on their borders. They resemble, both in 
appearance and habit, those of the Missouri 
plains. They are by no means abundant lu the 
plains of the Columbia, as they meet there but 
very little game for their subsistence. 

6. The tiger-cat inhabits the borders of the 
plains, and the woody country in the neighbour- 
hood of the Faciflc. This animal ia of a eixe 
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larger than the wildcat of ourcountrj, and much 
the same in form, agility, aud ftroeity. The 
colour of the back, nwk, anii Hides ie of a reddiah 
brown, irregulftrlj variegated with small spots of 
dark brown: the tail is about two inches long, 
and nearly w^hite, except the extremity, which ie 
blatk. It terminatea abruptly, as if it had been 
amputated: the belly in white, and beaiitifuily 
variegated with Bmall black spota : the legs are of 
the same colour with the sidee, and the hack is 
marked tranaversely with black Btripea: the ears 
are black on the outer ifide, covered with fine, 
short hair, except at the upper point, which is 
flirnished with a pencil of hnir, fine, utraight, and 
black, three-fourtha of an inch in length. The hair 
of thia animal is long and fine, fkr exceeding that 
of the wild eat of the United States, but Jnftrior 
in that quality to that of the bear of the north- 
west. The akin of this aniraa.! ia in great demand 
amongst the natives, for of this they form their 
robes, and it requires four to make up the com- 
plement, 

7. Of the foxes we hare se«n several apeciea. 

The large red fox of the plains, and the kit-fox 
or small red fox of the plains!, aru the 8a rae which 
are found on the banks of the Misaouri. They are 
found almoat exclusively in the open plains, or on 
the tops of brunh within the level country: the 
common red I'ok of the United States, inhabits the 
country bordering the coast, nor does this animal 
appear to have undergone any alteration. 

The black fox. or as it is termed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Detroit, tlie flsher, is fonnd in the 
woody country bordering on the coast. How it 
should have acquired this appellation it is difficult 
to imagine, as it certainly does not prey upon 
fish. These animala are extremely strong and 
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actire, and odnurably expert in climbing: thia 
they peribrm with the greatest eaae, and bound 
from tree to tree in pursuit of the squirrel or 
raccoon, tlieir most ueual food. Their colour ia of 
a jetty black, excepting a smftll white spot upon 
the breast: the body is long, the legs Hhort, and 
resembling those of the ordinary turnspit dog. 
The tail is remarkably long, and not differing in 
other particulars from that of the ordinary fox. 

The silver fox is on animal Tery rare, even in the 
country he inhabits. We have seen nothing but 
the skins of thiw animal, and those in the poflaea- 
aioQ of the natives of the woody country below 
the Columbia falls, ^s'hich makes us conjecture it 
to be an inliabitaiit of that country exclusively. 
From the skin it appeared to be of the size of the 
large red fox of the plains, resembling that animal 
in form, and particularly in the dimensions of the 
tail. The legs captain Lewis conjectured to be 
somewhat larger. It has a long deep lead col- 
oured ftir, for foil, iatermixed with long hairs, 
either of a black or white colour at the lower 
part, aud invariably white at the top, forming 
a most beautiful silver grey. Captain I..ewi8 
thought this the most beautillil of the whole spe- 
cies, excepting one which he discovered on the 
Missouri near the natural walls. 

8. The antclo])e inhabits the great plains of 
the Columbia, and reueiublea those found on the 
banka of the Missouri, and indeed in every part of 
the untirabered country, but they are by no means 
so abundant on this &b on the other side of the 
Rocky mountains. The natives iu this place make 
themselves robes of their skins, aud preserve the 
hair entire. In the summer and autumn, when 
the salmon begin to decline, the majority of the 
natives leave the sidee of the river, and re^de in 
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the open plains, to bunt the antelope, which thej 
ipureue on horseback, and ehaot with their ar- 
Frowe. 

9. The eheep is found in many plaices, but 
I moetly in the timbered parta of the Roclty moun- 
tains. They live in greater numtfera on the chain 

tof mountains forming the commencement of the 
[woody country on the coast, and passing the 
I Columbia between the fella and rapids. We have 
I only Been the Hkina of these animala, which the 
|:nativeB dress with tlie wool, and the blankets 
I which they manulUcture fh>m the wool. The ani- 
mal ftom this evidence appears to be of the size of 
our common sheep, of a white colour: the wool is 
fine ou many parta of the body, but in length not 
equal to that ofour doraestiu sheep. On the liack, 
and particularly on the top of tlie head, this is 
intermixed with a conaiderable proportion of long 
straight hairs. From the Indian account these 
animala have erect pointed horns: one of our 
engageee informed us that he had seen them in the 
black hills, and that the horna were lunated like 
those of our domestic sheep. We haveneverthetesa 
too many proofs to admit a doubt of their exiat- 
iug, and in considerable nambecs on the noun- 
tains near the coaat. 

10. The heaver of this country is large and fet: 
the fleah is very palatable, and at onr table was a 
real luxury. On the 7th of January, 1806, our 
hunter found a beaver in hia traps, of which he 
made a bait for taking others : tliis bait will entice 
the beaver to the trap, aa far as he can smell it, 
and this may be fairly stated to be at the distance 
of a mile, as their sense of smelling ia very acute. 
To prepare heaver bait, the castor or bark atone 
is first gently pressed from the bladder-like bag 
which contains it, into a vial of four ounces, 
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■with a inrge month : Sre or sis of these stones are 
thuH taken, to which must be iwided a nutmeg, a. 
dozen or fitteen cloveB, and thirty graias or cinna- 
mon, flnuly pulvBriied and stirred together, and aa 
much ardent upirite added to the composition ae 
will reduee the whole to tlie consistency of mus- 
tard. All tills must be carofUlly corked, as it soon 
loses its efScacy if exposed to open air. The eceat 
becomes mnch stronger iu four or five days after 
prepartition, aud, proi'tded proper precantion is 
esercised, will preserve its eCScaey for months. 
Any strong aromatic spices will answer; their sole 
virtue being to give variety and pungency to the 
scent of the bark stone. The male beaver has six 
stones, two of which contaiu a substance much 
like finely pulverized bark, of a pale yellow colour, 
and iu smell resembling tanners' oose; these are 
called bark stones or castors. Two others, which 
like the bark stone resemble email bladders, con- 
tain pare strong oil, of a strong rank smell, and 
are called tbe oil stone, aud the other two are the 
testicles. The bark stoaes are two inches in 
length : the others are somewhat smaller, of an 
ova.! form, and lie in a bunch together, between 
the skin and the root of the tail, with which they 
are closely connected, and seem to communicate. 
The fbmale brings forth once in a year only, and 
has Hometiiiies two and sometimes four at a birth, 
which usaally happens in the latter end of May 
and the beginning of June: at tbia time she is Hftid 
to drive the male IVom. the lodge, who would 
otherwise destroy the young. They propagate 
Lke the fowl, by the gut, and the male has no 
other se.tua! diatinclion that we could discover. 

11, The common otter has already been de- 
scribed, and this species does not differ fiota thoee 
inhabiting the other ptirts of America. 
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12. Tlie aea-otter resides only on the seacooet, 

or in the neighbourhood of the salt water. When 
fully grown, he arrives to the size of a large mas- 
tiCF dog. The ears and e^yes, particularly the 
former, which are not an inch in length, are thick, 
pointed, fleahy, aud covered with short hair: the 
tail is ten indies long, thick at the point of inser- 
tion and partially covered with a deep flir on the 
npper side: the lege are very short, and the feet, 
which have five toea each, are broad, large, and 
webbed : the legs are covered with fur, and the 
feet with abort hair:,the body of this animal ie 
long, and of the same thicknees thronghout: from 
the extremity of the tail to the nose they meaHure 
five (eet. The colour is a uniform dark brown, 
and, when in good order aud season, perfectly 
black. This animal m unrivalled for the beauty, 
ri»Jiness, and aoftness of hia fnr : the inner part of 
the tar, when opened, is lighter than the surface in 
ita natural position: there are some black and 
ahining hairs intermixed with tlie fur, which are 
rather longer, and add much to its beauty: the 
(hr about the ears, none and eyes, in some of tius 
speclee, presents a lighter colour, sometimes a 
brown: their young are often seen of a cream- 
coloured white about the nose, eyes and forehead, 
and whith are always much lighter than their 
other parts : their fur is however much inferior to 
that of the fUll grown otter. 

13. The mink inhabits the woody country bor- 
dering on the coast, aud does not dilfer in any 
poiat from those of the United states. 

. U. The seal are found on this coast in great 
numbers, and as far up the Columbia river as the 
Great Falls, and none have been diacovered be- 
yond them. The skins of such as captain Lewis 
examined, were covered witb a short, coarse, stiff, 
375 



LEWIS AND CLABK'S EXPEDITION 



aad glossy hair, of a reddish brown colonr. This 
animal, when in the wa-ter, appeared of a black 
colour, and aometimes spotted with white. We 
beUeve that there are several apeeies of this animal 
to be found in this eountrj, but we could not pro- 
cure a eutficieat number to make the examination : 
the skins were pveciuely of the same kind as our 
countrymen employ in the manufacture of trunka. 
15. The ra<^coon inhabits woody countries bor- 
dering on the cooHt, in considerable numbers, and 
are caught by the natives with snares or pitfalls; 
they hold their skins in bnt little or no estima- 
tion, and very seldom make them into robes. 
IG. The squirrela we have »een, are. 
The large grey squirrel. This animal appears to 
be an inhabitant of a narrow tract of country, 
well covered with whiteoak timber, and situated 
on the upper side of the mountains just below 
Columbia falls. This animal we have only found 
in those tracts which have been covered with 
timber; for in conntries where pine is most abun- 
dant, he does not appear: he is much snperior in 
siie to the commoa grey squirrel, and resembles in 
form, colour and 8il^e, th.e fox squirrel of the At- 
lantic states: the tail exceeds the whole length of 
the body and the head: the eyes are dark, the 
whiskers long and black: the back, sides of the 
head and tail, and outward part of the lege, are 
all of a blue-coloured graj; the breast, bellj, and 
inner part of the body, are all of a pure white : 
the hair is short, like that of the fox squirrel, 
though much finer, and intermixed with a portion 
of fur. The natives hold the skin of tliis animal 
in high estimation, whith they use in forming 
their robes. He subsists oq the acorn and filberts, 
which last growB in great abundance in the oak 
country. 
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The email grej squirrel Is common to every part 
of the Rocky raountaine where timber ubounda. 
He diflera from tlii: da,rk brown squirrel In eolonr 
only. The batk, Bideti, neck, head, tail and outer 
aide of the legM, are of a brownish lead-coloured 
grey: the tail is slightly touilied with a dark 
reddish colour, near the e.vtremity of some of the 
hairs : the throat, breast, belly, and inner parts of 
the legs, are of the colour ofa tanner's ooze, and 
have a narrow atrip of black. comiuencinK behind 
each Bhoulder, and entering longitudinally about 
three inches, between the colours of the sides and 
belly. Their habita are precisely those of the dark 
brown squirrel, and like them they are extremely 
nimble and active. 

There is also a epecies of squirrel, evidently dis- 
tinct, which we have denominated the burrowing 
squirrel. He inhabits these plains, and somewhat 
resemblea those found on the Missouri : he meas- 
ures one foot and five inches in length, of which 
the t&il comprises two and a half inches only : the 
neck and legs are abort; the ears are likewise 
short, obtusely pointed, and lie close to the head, 
and the aperture larger than will generally be 
found among burrowing animals. The eyes are of 
a moderate size, the pupil black, and the iris ofa 
dark sooty brown : the whiskers are full, long, 
and black; the teeth, and, indeed, the whole con- 
tour, resemble those of the squirrel: each foot has 
five toes; the two inner onee of the fore tfeet are 
remarkably uhort, and are equipped with blunt 
nails: the remaining toes on the front fiiet are 
long, black, slightly cmred, and sharply pointed- 
the hair of the tail is tJiickly inserted on the sides 
ouly, which gives it a flat appearance, and a long 
oval form ; the tips of the hair forming the outer 
edges of the tail are white, the other extreiuity of 
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a fox red : the under part of the tail resemhles an 
iron grey; the upper is of a reddieh brown: the 
lower part of the jaws, the under part ofthe neck, 
legs and feet, from the body and belly dowa- 
warda, are of alight brick red: the noae and eyes 
are of a darker shade, of the same colour: the 
upper part of the head, neck and body, are of a 
curious brown grey, with a slight tinge of brick 
red : the longer haEre of tliese parts are of a red- 
dish white colour, at their extremities, and falling 
together, give this animal a speckled appearance. 
These animals form la large companies, like those 
on the Misflonri, occupying with their burrows 
sometimes two hundred acres of laud : the bur- 
rows are separate, and each poHBesHes, perhaps, 
teu or twelve of these inhabitants. There is a 
little mound ia front of the hole, formed of the 
earth thrown out of the burrow, and frequently 
there are three or four distinct holes, forming one 
burrow, with these entrances around the hajie of 
these little mounds. Tiiese mounds, sometimes 
about two feet in height and four in diameter, are 
occupied as watch-towers by the inhabitauts of 
these little communities. The squfrrels, one or 
more, are irregularly distributed on the tract they 
thus occupy, at the distance of ten, twenty, or 
sometimes from thirty to forty yards. When any 
one approaches, they make a ahriU wbistling 
sound, somewhat resembling tweet, tweet, tweet, 
the signal for their party to take the alarm, and 
to retire into their entrenchments. They feed ou 
the roots of grass, &,c. 

The small brown squirrel ia a beautiful little 
animal, about the size and form of the red squirrel 
of the eastern Atlantic states and weptern lakes. 
The toil ia as long as the body and neck, and 
formed like that of the red squirrel : t^e eyes are 
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black, the wliiBkera long and black but not abun- 
dant: the back, nidee, head, ueck, and outer part 
of the legs are of a reddish brown: the throat, 
breast, hylly, and inner part of the lege are of a 
pale red : the tail iii a misture of black and fox- 
coloured red, In which the blatk predominates in 
the middle, and the other on the edges and es- 
tremitj' : the hair of the body is about half an 
inch long, and so fine and aoft it has the appear- 
ance of fur: the hair of the tail is conraer and 
double in length. This animal subsists chiefly on 
the seeds of variouB Bpeeies of pine and is alwaja 
found in the pine countrj. 

The ground equirrel is fouod in every part of 
this couutrj, as well in the prairies as in the 
woodlands, and is one of the few animals whieh 
we have seen in every part of our journey, and 
differs in no respect ftom tliose oi' the United 
States. 

There is still another species, denominated by 
captain Tjewis, the barking squirrel, found in the 
plains of the Missouri. This animal commonly 
weighs three pounds: the colour is a uniform 
bright brick red and grey, and the former predomi- 
nates : the under side of the neck and belly are 
lighter than the other parts of the bodj- : the legs 
are short, and the breast and shoulders wide : the 
head is stout and muscular, and terminates more 
bluntly, wider, and flatter tiian that of the com- 
mon squirrel: the ears are short, and have the 
appearance of amputation: the jaw is furnished 
with a pouch to contain hLe food, but not ao 
large as that of the common squirrel : the nose is 
armed with whiskers on eath aide, and a (few long 
hairs are inserted on eath jaw, and directly over 
the eyes: the eye is small and black: each foot hafi 
five toes, and the two outer ones are much shortep 
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than those in the centre. The t^o inner toes of 
the fore-f^t are long, sharp, and well adapted to 
digging and scratching. From tbe extremity of 
the nose to the end of tlie tail this animal meas- 
uree one foot and five inchea, of which the tail 
occapies four inchea. Nat withstanding the clom- 
einesa ot'bia form, he is remarkahlj actlre, and ha 
barrowainthe ground with great rapidity. The«e 
animals burrow and reside in their Uttle Hubter- 
raneoua villages like the hurrowiog squirrel. To 
theae apartments, although six or eight naaally 
aasociate together, there ia but one entrance. 
They are of great depth, and captain Lewia once 
pursued one to the depth of ten fbet, and did not 
reach the end of the burrow. They occupy, in this 
manner, several hundred acres of ground, and 
when at rest their position is generally erect on 
their hinder fbet and rump: they sit with much 
confidence, and bark at the intruder ae he ap- 
proaches, with a fretftil and harmleas intrepidity. 
The note reaemblea that of the little toy-dog: the 
yelps are in quick and angry succession, attended 
by rapid and convnisive motions, as if they were 
determined to sally forth in defence of their free- 
hold. They feed on the grass of their village, the 
limits of which they never venture to exceed. As 
soon as the front commences, they shut themselves 
np in their caverns, and continue until the spring 
opens. The flesh of this animal is not unpleasant 
to the ta.8t«. 

17. Sewellel ia a name given bj the natives to 
a amall animal found in the timbered country on 
this coast. It is more abundant in the neighbour- 
hood of the great falls a.nd rapids of the Colum- 
bia than on the coast which we inhabit. 

The natives make great use of the skina of this 
animal in forming their Tobea, which they dress 
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1^1111 the fur on, and attach them together witb 

Binewe of the elk or deer : tlie skiD, whutt dreHeed, 
ii from fourteen to eighteen intheB long, and ftom 
seven to nine in width: the toil ia always eepo- 
rat«d from the skin bj the natives when making 
their robee. This animal mouata a tree and bnr- 
rowe in the groand precisely like a squirrel: the 
ears are short, thin, and pointed, and covered 
with a ftne short hair, of a uniform reddieli 
brown: tlie bottom or the base of the long hafre, 
which exceed the fur but little in length, an well as 
the f\ir itself, are of a dark colour next to the 
akin for two-thirda of the length of thia animal: 
the fur and hair are very fiae, short, thickly set, 
and Hilky; the enda of the fiir and tip of the hair 
are of a reddish brovm, and that colour predomi- 
nates in the nanal appearance of the animaL 
Captain Lewis offered considerable reworda to the 
Indians, but was never able to procure one of 
these animals aUve. 

18. The braro, so colled from the French enga- 
gees, appears to be an animal of the civet er)ecie8, 
and much reaemblea the common badger. These 
animals inhabit the open plains of the Columbia, 
Bometimea those of the Missouri, and are some- 
times found in the woods: they burrow in hard 
grounds with Burprising ease and dexterity, and 
will cover themselves in a verj few momenta : they 
have five long fixed nails on each foot; those oif 
the fore feet are ranch the longest, and one of 
those on each liind foot is double, like that of 
the beaver: they weigh from fourteen to eighteen 
pounds: the body is long in proportion to its 
thickness: the fore legs are remarkably large, 
muscular, and are formed like those of the tnm- 
spit dog, and, as well as the Jiiud legs, are short: 
these animals are brood across the shoulders and 
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breast: the neck is Bhort, the mouth 'wide, and 
ftariUabed with sharp, Btraight t«eth, botJt above 
And below, witli four sharp, straight, pointed 
toBltB, two in the upper, and two in the lower 
jaw : the ejes are black and Bmall ; whiskers are 
placed in four points on each side near the nose. 
and on the jaws near the opening of the mouth: 
the ears are short, wide, and oppreased, as if a 
part had been amputated: the tail ia four inches 
In leng:th, the hair of which ia longest at the point 
•of the junction with the bodj, and growing 
shorter until it ends in an acute point: thehaire 
of the hodj are much shorter on the sides and 
jump than those on anj- other part, which gives 
the body an apparent flatnesa, particularly when 
the animal rests upon his belly: the hair is up- 
wards of three inches in length, especially on the 
rump, where it extends so far towards the point 
of the tail, it conceals tlie shape of that part, and 
gives to the whole of the binder parts of the body 
the appearance of aright angled triangle, of which 
the point of the tail forms an acute angle: the 
email quantity of coarse fur intermixed with the 
Jiair is of a reddish pale yellow. 

19, The rat which inhabits the Rocky moun- 
tains, like those on the borders of the Missouri, in 
the neighbourhood of the mountains, have the 
'distinguishing traits of possessing a tail covered 
*with hair like the other parts of the body. These 
animals are probably of the same species with 
those of the Atlantic states, which hare not this 
characteristic distinction : the ordinary bouse rat 
we tbund on the banks of the Missouri, as fkr up 
ae the woody country extends, and the rat, such 
OB has been described, captain Lewie found In the 
state of Georgia, and also in Madison's cave tn 
Tirginia. 
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no. The mouse whieh inhabits this countrj am 
precisely the game with thoae which inhabit th« 
United States. 

21. The mole. Thie animal difiera in no reepeet 
ftom the species so common in tlie United States. 

22. The panther ie found iiulilterentlj, eitlier in 
the great plains of the Columbia, the western ejde 
of the Kotkj mountains, or on tlie coast of ihe 
Pacific He is the same tmimal bo well known on 
the Atlantic coast, and most commonly found on 
the frontiers, or unuettled partu of our country. 
He is very seldom found, a-nd when found, ao 
wary, it is difficult to reach him with a muBket. 

23. The hare on this side of the Ilocky rnonn- 
taios inhabits the great plains of the Columbia. 
On the eaatwofd of those mountains they inhabifc 
the plains of the Missouri. They weigh from seve*. 
to eleven pounds: the eye is large and promincntr 
tiie pupil of a deep sea-t^reen, occupying one-third 
of the liameter of the eye; the iris is of a bright 
yellowisli atid silver colour; the ears are placed 
far ba«k, and very near each other, which the 
animal can, witii surprising e^tse and quickness, 
dilate, and throw forward, or contract, and hold 
upon his back at pleasure: the bead, neck, back,, 
shoulders, thighs, and outer part oi' the legs and 
thighs are of a lead colour : the sides, as they ap- 
proach the belly, become gradually more whiter 
the belly, breast, and inner part of the legs and 
thighs are white, with a light shade of lend col- 
our : the tail is round and biuntiy pointed, covered 
with wliite, soft, fine fiir, not quito so long as on 
the other parts of the body : the body is covered 
with a deep, fine, soft, close fur. The colours her< 
described are tliose which the animal assumes 
from the middle of April to the middle of Kovem- 
ber; the rest of the year he is of a pure wkit«, 
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eseept the black and reddiel* brown of the ears, 
■which never change. A Ifew reddish brown spote 
are sometimes intermixed with the white, at this 
eeaeon (Pebrnary 2f), 1806) on their heads and 
the upper part of their necka and ehouldera; the 
body of the animal ia Braaller and longer in pro- 
portion to its height than the rabbit: when he 
runs he conveys hia tail straight behind, in the 
direction of his body: he appears to run and 
bound with aurpriaing agility and eaae; he ia ex- 
tremely fleet, and nev«r burrows or takea ahelter 
in the ground when pursued. His teeth are like 
thoae of the rabbit, as ia also his upper lip, which 
ia divided as liigh aa the noee. Hia food is grass, 
herbs, and in winter lie feeds much on the bark of 
several aromatic herbs, growing on the plains. 
Captain I^ewis measured the leaps of this animal, 
and found them commonly ii-om eighteen to 
twenty-one feet; they are generally found eepo- 
rate, and are never seen to associate in greater 
numbers than two or three. 

24. The rabbit is the same with thoae of our 
own country, and are found indifferently, eitheron 
the prairies or the woodlands, and are not very 
abundant. 

2i>, The polecat is -also found in every port of 
thia country; they ft,re very abundant on some 
parts of the Columbia, particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Great falls and narrows of that 
river, where they live in the cliffii along the 
river, and feed on the offal of tlie Indian fishing 
shores. They are of the same species as thoae 
found in the other parts of Xorth America. 

The birds which Ave have seen between the 
Rocky mountains and the Pacific may be divided 
into two classes, the terrestrial and the aquatic. 
In the former class are to be arranged, 
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1. The ETonse or prairie hen. This is peculiarly 
the inhabitant of tlie great plains of the Colum- 
bia, and does not difitr from, those of the upper 
portion of tie Sliaeouri. The tail Je point-ed, the 
feathers in the centre, and much longer thao those 
on the sides. This spectee difiers ensentially in the 
formation of the plumage li-om tliose of the IIU- 
noifl, which have their tails composed of feathers 
of an equal length. In the winter eeaBon this hird 
ie booted to the first joint of the toes; the toes 
are curiously bordered on their lower edges with 
narrow hard scales, which a,Te placed very close 
to each other, and extend horizontally about one 
eighth of an inch on each side of the toes, adding 
mueh to the broadncBs of the fljet, a security 
which bounteous nature has Ibrnished them for 
passing over the snowB with more ease, and what 
is very remarkable, in the summer Heaaou these 
scales drop Horn the feet. This bird has four toee 
on each foot, the colour is a miiture of dark 
brown, reddish and yellowish brown, with white 
confusedly mixed. In this assemblage of colours, 
the reddish brown prevails most on the upper 
parts of the body, wings, and tail, and the whitft 
underneath the belly, and the lower parts of the 
breast and tail. These birds associate in large 
flocks in autumn ajid winter, and even in summer 
are seen in companies of five or six. They feed on 
grass, insects, leaves of various shrubs in the 
plains, and on the seeds of several species of 
speth and wild rye, which grow in richer soils. 
In winter their food consists of the buds of the 
willow and Cottonwood, and native berries. 

2. The cock of the plains Ja found on the plaina 
of the Columbia In great abundance, from the 
entrance of the southeast fork of the Columbia to 
that of Clark's river. It is ahout two and three 
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^Barter inches the siie of onr ordinary turkej: the 
heuk is large, ehart, covered and convex, the 
•pper eiceeding the lower chop; the noBtrilH are 
large, and the boclt bl&cic ; the color ia an uni- 
form mixture of a dark brown, resembling the 
dore, and u reddish and jellowiah brown, with 
BOme Hmall bluck Hiieeks. In this mixture the 
dark brown preyails, and has a slight cast of the 
do»e-colour; the wider side of the large fiiathers.of 
the winga are of a dark brown onlj. The tail ie 
comijosed of nineteen feathere, and that insierted 
in the ceutre is the longest, the remaining nine 
on each eide gradually diminiah. The tail when 
folded comes to a very sharp point, and appears 
pro portion ably long, wien compared with the 
other parts of the body. In the aet of flying, the 
tajl resembles that of tte wild pigeon, although 
the motion of the winga ia much like that of the 
pheasant and grouse. This bird has four toes on 
each foot, of which the Iiiudmost is the shortest, 
and the leg is covered ■with feathers about half the 
distance between the knee and foot. When the 
wing ia expanded there are wide openings between 
its feathera, the plumage being too narrow to fill 
op the vacancy: the wiiiga are short incompari- 
eon with those of the groune or pheasaut. The 
habits of this bird reseiuble thoae of the grouse, 
«iGepting that hid food is that of the leaf and 
buds of the pulpy-leafed thorn. Captain Lewis 
did not remember to have eeen this bird but in tiie 
neighbourhood of that shrub, which they some- 
times fbed on, the prickly pear. The gizxard ia 
large, and much less compressed and muscular 
than in most fowls, and iwrlfectly reaembles a 
maw. When this bird Hies he utters a cackling 
sound, not unlike that of the dunghill fowl. The 
de<A of the cock of the plains is dark, and oulj 
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tolerable in point of flavonr, and ia not bo palata- 
ble either aa that of the pheasant or grouee. 
The ftatbere about the head are pointed and stiff 
and short, fine aod etitf aboat the eare; at the 
base of the beak several haire are to be Been. 
TMb bird is invariably found in the plains. 

3. The pheasant, of tvhicli tve diatinguieb the 
large black and whit« pheasant, the amallBpeckled 
pheasant, the small brown phi;at<ant; 

1, The large black and white pheasant difi^s 
but little from thoae of the United States; the' 
brown is rather brighter, and has a more reddish 
tint. This bird bos eighteen feathers in the toil, of 
about six inches in length. Fe ia also booted to 
the toea ; the two tnfts of long black feathers on 
ea<:h side of the neck, bo common In the male of 
this species inhabiting the United States, are no 
less observable in this pheasant: the feathers on 
the bod; are of a dark brown, tipped with white 
and black, in wiiich mixture the block predomi- 
nates; the white are irregularly intermixed with. 
thoBC of the black and dark brown in every part, 
but in greater proportion about the neck, breast, 
and belly: this mixture makes this bird resemble 
mnch that kind of dunghill fowl, which the house- 
wives of our country call Domminicker. On the 
breast of aome of these species the white predomi- 
nates: the tuils on the ueck leave a space about 
two and a half inches long, and one inch in. 
width, where no feathers grow, though concealed 
by the plumage connected with the higher and 
under part« of the ueck; thia space enables thcu 
to contract or dilate the feathera on the neck with 
more ease: the eye is dark, the beak is block, 
curved, Bomewhat pointed, and the upper exceeda 
the under chop; a narrow vermillion stripe runs 
above each eye, not protuberant bnt uneven, with 
387 



LEWIS AND CLARK'S EXPEDITION 



a namber of misnte rounded dots. The bird feede 
on wild fruits, particularly the berry of the eaea- 
commia, and excluaively resides in that portion of 
the Rocky mountains wu,tered by the Tolumbia. 

2. The small spe<;kled pheasant resides in the 
same country with the foregoing, and differs only 
in size and colour. He is half the size of the 
block and white pheasant, aseoctatea in much 
larger flocks, and is very gentle: the black is more 

I predominant, and the dark brown feathers less 
'frequent in this than in the larger speciea: the 
mirture of white is more general on erery part. 
This bird is smaller than our pheasant, and the 
body more round : the flesh of both this species is 
dark, and with our meana of cooking, not well 
flavoured. 

3. The small brown pheasant is an inhabitant 
of the same country, a,nd is of the same size and 
shape of the speckled pheasant, which be likewiee 
resembles in his habits. The stripe above the eye 
in this species is scarcely perceptible, and is, when 
closely eiamined, of a yellow or orange colour, 
instead of the verraillion of the other species ; the 
colour is a uniform mixture of dark yellowish 
brown, with a slight aspersion of brownish white 

[ on the breast, belly, aod feathers underneath the 
tail; the whole appearance has much the resem- 
blance of the common quail; this bird ia also 
booted to the toes: the flesh of this is preferable 
to the other two. 

4. The buzzard is, we believe, the largest bird 
ofNorth .America, One which was taken by our 
hunters was not in good condition, and yet the 
weight was twenty-flve pounds. Between the 
extremity of the wings the bird measured nine 
feet and two inches; from the extremity of the 
beak to the toe, three feet nine and a half inches; 
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from the hip to the toe, two feet ; the circnmfer- 
ence of the head was nine and three-quarter 
inchea; that of the neck Beveo and a hall' inches; 
that of the body inclasive of two feet three int-hes : 
the diameter of tlie eye in four and a half tenths 
of an inch; the iria ie of a pale scarlet red. and the 
pupil of a deep aeargreen : the head and part of the 
neclr are uncovered by feathers; the tail ie com- 
poRed of twelve feathers of equal length, each of 
the length of fourteen inches; the legs are uncov- 
ered and not entirely smooth : the toes are four in 
number, three forward, and that in the centre 
much the largest; the fourth is short, inserted 
near the inner of the three other toes, and rather 
projecting forward; the thigh is covered with 
ftatliera as low as the inee, the top or upper part 
of the toes are imbricated with broad scales, lying 
transversely: the nails are black, short, and 
bluntly pointed : the under side of the wing is 
covered with white down and feathere; a white 
stripe of about two inches in width marks the 
ont«r part of the wing-, embracing the lower 
points of the plumage, covering the joints of the 
wing; the remainder is ofa deep black; the skin 
of the beak and head to the joining of the neck, is 
ofa pale orange colour; the other part, destitute 
of plumage, is of a light flesh colour. It is not 
known that this bird preys upon living animals: 
we have seen him Ibeding on the remains of the 
whale and other fish thrown upon the coast by 
the violence of the waves. This bird was not eeen 
by any of the party until we had descended Co- 
lumbia river, below the great falls, and he is be- 
lieved to be of the vulture genus, although the 
bird lacks some of the characteristics, particularly 
the hair on the neck, and the plumage on the 
legs. 
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5. The robin is an inhabitant of the Rocky 
mountains; the beak is Bmooth, black, and con- 
vei; the upper chop exceeds the other in length, 
and a few amall black hairs garnish the sidee of 
its bane: the eye is of a uniform deep sea-green 
colour: the legs, feet, and talona are white, of 
which the front one is of the same length of the 
leg, including the talon; thexe are elightly imbri- 
cated, carved, and sharply pointed: the crown, 
itom the beak back to the neck, embracing more 
than half the circumference of the neck, the back, 
and tail, are all of a bluish dark brown : the two 
outer fbathers of the tail are dashed with white 
near their tips, imperceptible when the tail is 
folded : a fine black forms the ground of their 
wings; two stripes of the some uolour pass on 
either side of the head, tVom the base of the beak 
to the junction, and embrace the eye to its upper 
edge: a third stripe of the same colour paHsea from 
the aides of the seek to the tips of the wings, 
across the croop, in the form of a goi^t: the 
throat, neek, breast, and bally, are of a fine brick 
red, tinged with yello'w; a narrow stripe of this 
colour commences just above the centre of each 
eye, and extends backwards to the neck till it 
cornea in contact with the black stripe before 
mentioned, to which it seems to answer as a 
border: the feathers farming the first and second 
ranges of the coverts of the two joints of tie 
wing next to the body, are beautifhlly tipped with 
this brick red, as is also each large feather of the 
wing, on the short side of its plumage. This 
beautiful little bird feeds on berries. The robin i» 
an inhabitant exclusively of the woody country; 
we have never heard its note, which the cotdnesa 
ol' tha season may perhaps account for. 

The leather- winged bat, so common to thft 
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Ciiited States, likewise inh-abita this Bide of tlie 
Bockf movrntaina. 

G. Tlie eron' and raven ia exactly the same in 
appearance and note aa tliat on the Atlantic, ex- 
cept that it is much smaller on the Columbia. 
7. The hawka too of this coast do not differ 
kfrora those of the United States. We here see the 
[large brown hawk, the email or sparrow hawk, 
Lund one of an iaterinedtate sise, called in the 
jTJnitcd States, the hen hawk, whith has a long 
' tail and blue wings, and is extremely fierce, and 
rapid in ita flight. The hawks, crows, and ravena 
i*ire common to every part of this country, their 
Inests being scattered in the high cliffs, along tiie 
] irhole course of the Columbia and its south eautem 
llranchea. 

The large blackbird ia the same with those 
'W our country, and are fonnd every where in this 
country. 

9. The large hooting owl we saw only on the 
Kooakooskee under the Rocky mountains. It ia 
"the same in form and size with the owl of the 
United States, though its colours, particularly the 
reddish brown, eeein deeper and brighter. 

10. The turtle-dove and the robin (except the 
Columbian robin already described) are the same 
as those of the United States, and are Ibund in the 
plains as well as in the common broken country. 

11. The magpie is most commonly found in the 
open country, and resemble those of the Missouri, 
already described. 

12. The large woodiwcker or laycock, the lark 
woodpecker, and the common email whit* wood- 
pecker, with a red head, are the inhabitants ex- 
iClusively of the timbered lands, and diSer in no 
respect ti^om birds of the m.tae species in tiie 
United Statea. 
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13. The lark, which is found in the plains onlj, 
and is uot unlike what is called in Virginia, the 
old field lark, ia the sanie with those already de- 
ecribed aa seen on the MisBouri. 

14. The llycatther is of two apeciea. 

The first ia of a small body, of a reddiah brown 
colour: the tail and neck short, and the beak 
pointed: aome Bne blauk specks are intermingled 
with the reddish brown. This ia of the same 
epeciee with that which remains all winter 
in Virginia, where it ia aometimea called the 
wren. 

The second apecies hati recently returned, and 
emigratea during the wiuter. 'i'he colours of this 
bird are, a yellowiah brown, on the bock, head, 
neck, wing and tail; the breaat and beliy are of a 
yellowish white; the tail is in the same propor- 
tion as that of the wren, but the bird itself ie of 
a eiiQ smaller than the wren : the beak ia atraight, 
pointed, convex, rather large at the base, and the 
chopa are of equal length. The firat species is 
smaller, and in fUct the smallest bird which cap- 
tain Lewis had ever seen exempting the humming 
bird. Both of this apecies are found excloaivei; is 
the woody country. 

15. CorvuB. The blue-created, and the email 
white-breaBtfd corvue, are both natives of the 
piny country, and are invariably found aa well on 
the Rocky monntainB as on this coast. They 
have already been described. 

IG. The snipe, &c. The common snipe of the 
marshes, and the common sand snipe, are of the 
same apecies aa those bo well known in the United 
States, They are by no means found in such 
abundance here aa thej are on the coaat of the 
Atlantic. 

IT, The leathern winged bat, so familiar to the 
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nativeaofthe United States, is likewise found on 
this Bide of tlie Rocky mouataina. 

18. The white woodpecker, hkewiee frequents 
these regions, and reminiJa our party of their 
native country, by hia approaehea. The heart of 
this bird is of a deep red colour, like that of thB 
United States. We have coajectured that he has 
lately returned, as he does not abide in this couD' 
try during the winter. The large woodpecker, 
and the lark woodpecker, are found in this conn- 
try, and resemble those of the United States. 

IB. The black woodpecker is found in most 
parts of the Rocky mountains, as well as in the 
western and south wee tern mountaina. He isabout 
the size of the lark woodpecker, or turtle^JoTe, al- 
though bis wings are lon^r than the wings of 
either of those birds: the beak is one inch in 
length, black, curved at the base, and sharply 
pointed: the chops are the same in length; around 
the boiK of the beak, including the eye and a small 
part of the throat, there is a fine crimson red: the 
neck, as low down as the crook in front, is of on 
iron grey: the belly and breast present a curioua 
mixture of white and blood-red, which has much 
the appearance of paint, where the red predomi- 
nates : the top of the head, back, eidee, and upper 
Hurfac«ofthe wings and tail, exhibit the appear- 
aoc* of a gloBsy green, in a certain exposure to 
the light : the under eide of the wings and tail, is 
of a sooty black: the tail is equipped with ten 
ibathers, sharply pointed, and those in the centre 
the longest, being about two and a half inches in 
length : the tongue is barbed and pointed, and of 
an elastic and cartilagiuous substance: the eye ia 
rather large, the pupil black, and the iris of a dark 
and yellowish brown; the bird in its actions when 
flying, resembles the amall r«l-hea<ied woodpecker 
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eommon to the i'nited States, and likewiBS in its 

notee: the pointed tail renders e«eeatial service 

when the bird ia Bitting and retaining liis reeting 

position against the perpendicular sides of a tree : 

' the legs and feet are blajili, and covered with wide 

[ imbricat«d scales: be has four toes oa each foot, 

I two in the rear and two in front, the uails of 

wliieh are much curved and pointed reniarlcablj' 

I (gharp : he fteds on bugs and a variety of insects. 

20. The calumet eagle, sometimes inhabits this 
i Bide of the Rocky mountains. This informatioa 
eaptain Lewis derived irom the natives, in whoso 
^ possession he had seen tiieir plumage. These aro 
of the same species with those of the Missouri, and 
are the most beautiful of all the fomilj of eagles 
in America. The colours are black and wlut«, and 
beautifully variegated. The tail ftiuthers, so 
highly priied by the natives, are composed of 
twelve broad ifeathers of unequal length, which ara 
' white, eicept within two inches of their eitremi- 
ties, where tJiey immediately change to a jetty 
black : the wings have each a large circular whits 
spot in the middle, which is only visible when they 
I Bre extended : the body is variously marked with 
. black and white: in form they resemble the bald 
I 6agle, but they are rather smaller, and fly with 
' much more rapidity. This bird is feared by all his 
carnivorous competitors, who, on his approach, 
leave the carcase instantly, on which they had. 
been fading. The female breeds in the most in- 
accessible parts of the mountains, where she 
makes her summer residence, and descends to the 
plains only in the fall and winter seasons. The 
natives are at this seaeon on tlie watch, and so 
highly is this plumage prized by the Mandans, the 
Minnetarees, and the Iticaras, that the tail feathers 
of two of these eagles will be purchased by the 
3»4 



UP THE MISSODRL 



exchange of a good horfle or gnu, and such ac- 
cootrementH, Amongst the great and little 
Oaagee, and those natione inhabiting thecountriea 
where the bird is more rarely seen, the price is 
even doable of that above mentioned. With these 
feathers the natives decorate the stems of their 
sacred pipes or calumets, fVoia whence the name of 
the calamet eagle Is derived. The Ricaras have 
domesticated this bird in many InBtaneea, for the 
purpose of obtaining its plumage. The natives, 
on every part of the continent, who can procure 
the feathers, attach them to their own hair, and 
the manes and tails of their favourite horses, by 
way of ornament. They also decorate their war 
caps or bonnets with these feathers. 

Ab to the aquatic birds of this country, we have 
to repeat the remark, that, a^ we remained near 
the coast during the winter only, many birds, 
common both in the summer and antumn, might 
have retired from the cold, and been lost to oor 
observation. We saw, however, 

The large blue, and brown heron; the fishing 
hawk; the blue-crested flsher; several siwcies of 
gulls; the cormorant; two epeciea of loons; brant 
of two kinds; geese; awan; and several species of 
ducks. 

1. The large blue and brovn herons, or cranes, 
aa they are usually termed in the Dnlted States, 
are found on the Columbia below tide-water. 
They difier in no respect from the same species of 
bird in the United States. The same may lie ob- 
served of 

2. The fishing hawk, with the crown of the 
head white, and the back of a mealy white, 
and 

3. Of the bine-crested or king-fisher, both of 
which are found every where on the Columbia and 
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its tfibutar J watere ; though the fishing hawk is 
not abundant, particularly iu the mouataine. 

4. Of grille, we hare remarked four epeciee on 
the coast and the river, all common to the United 
States. 

5. The cormorant ia, properly speaking, a large 
black duck that f^da on fiHh. Captain Lewis 
could perceive no diflerence between this bird and 
those ducks which inhabit the Fotomack and 
other rivers on the Atlantic coast. He never re- 
membered to have seen those inhabiting the At- 
lantic states, BO high up the river as they have 
been found in this quarter. We first discovered 
the corvuB on the Kooskooakee, at the entrance of 
ChopnnoiBh river: they increased in Lumbers aa 
we descended, and formed much the greatest por- 
tion of the water-fowl which we saw until wb 
reached the Columbiaat the entrance of the tides. 
They abonnd even here, but bear no proportion to 
the number of other water-fowl seen at this place. 

6. The loon : there aje two species of Iooub; the 
speckled loon, found on every part of the rivers of 
this country. They aje of the same size, colonp 
and form, with those of the Atlantic coast. 

The aetond species we found at the fells of 
Columbia, and ftom thence downwards to the 
ocean. This bird is not more than half the size of 
the speckled loon; the neck ia, in &ont, long, 
slender and white: the plumage on the body and 
ba<rk of the head and neck are of a dun or ash 
colour: the breast and belly are white, the beak 
like that of the speckled toon; and like them, it 
cannot fiy, but flutters along on the surface of the 
water, or dives for security when pursued, 

7. The brant are of three kinds ; the white, tha 
brown, and the pied. The white braut are very 
comnion on the shores of the Pacific, particolarlf 
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below the water, where the? remain Id vast Dum- 
bers during the winter: thej feed like the ewan- 
geeae, on the grasH, roota, and aeeda which grow 
in the marehes : this bird is about the size of the 
brown brant, or a third less than the common 
Canadian wiid goose: the hemi is rather larger, 
the beak thicker than that of the wild gooBe, 
shorter, and of much the same form, being of a 
yellowish white colour, except the edges of the 
chops, which are iVequently of a dark browa: the 
lege and f^t are of the same form of the goose, 
and are of a pale flesh colour: the tail is composed 
of sixteen feathers of equal length as those of the 
geese and brown brant are, and bears about the 
same proportion in point of length : tlie eye is of 
a dark colour, and nothing remarkable in size: the 
wings are larger when compared with those of the 
geese, hut not so much so ba in the brown brant: 
the colonr of the plumage is a pure uniform white, 
except the large feathers at the extremity of the 
winga, which are black: the large feathers at the 
first joint of the wing next to the body are white: 
the note of this bird differs esBentially from that 
of the goose; it more resembles that of the brown 
brant, but is somewhat difierent; it is like the 
note of a young domestic goose, that has not per- 
fectly attained its fliU sound : the flesh of this bird 
is exceedingly fine, preferable to either the goose 
or brown brant. 

2. The brown brant are much of the same 
colour, form, and size as the white, only that their 
wings are considerably longer and more pointed : 
the plumage of the upper part of the body, neck, 
head, and tail, are much the colour of the Cana- 
dian gooee, but somewhat darker, in consequence 
of some dark feathers irregularly scattered 
throughout' they hare not the same white on the 
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neck and sides of the head ag the goose, nor ia the 
neck darker than the body: like the gooee, they 
have Bome white fea-thers on the rump at the 
joining of the tail: the beak m dark, and the legs 
and feet also dark trith a greeniuh coet: the 
breast and belly are of a lighter colour than the 
back, and ie also irregularly intermixed with dark 
broiFn and black feathers, which give it a pied 
appearance: the fleeb is darker and better than 
that of the goose: the habits of these birds re- 
semble those of the geese, with this difference, that 
they do not remain in this climate in euch nuia- 
becH during the winter as the others, and that 
they Het out earlier in the fiiU season on their re- 
turn to the south, and arrive later in the spring 
than the goose. There is no difierence between 
this bird and that called simply the brant, so 
canunon on the lakes, on the Ohio and MtssiBstppi. 
The small goose of this country is rather less than 
the brant; its head aod neck like the brant. 

8. The pied brant weigh about eight and a half 
pounds, differing from the ordinary pied brant in 
their wings, which are neither so long nor so 
pointed: the base of the beak is for a little dis- 
tance white, suddenly succeeded by a narrow line 
of dark brown: the remainder of the neck, head, 
bock, wings and tail, all except the tips of the 
leathers, are of a bluish brown of the common 
wild goose: the breast and bcily are white, with 
an irregular mixture of black feathers, which give 
those parts a pied appearance. From the lege 
bock underneath the tail and around its junction 
with the body above, the feathers are white; the 
tail is composed of eighteen feathers, the longest 
in the centre, and measures six inches with the 
barrel of the quill: those on the sides of the tail 
are something shorter, and bend with the ex- 
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tremitiM in'n'arde towards the centre of the tail : 
the extremitiee ot theae ieathere are white: the 

beak is of a light flesh colour : the legH and feet, 
which do not dilTer in structure ftom those of the 
goose or brant of other species, are ol'an orange 
colour : the eye is small, the iris of a dark yellow- 
ish brown, and pupil black : the note is mui-h that 
of the common pied brant, fbom which in fact, 
they are not to be distinguished at a distance, 
although they certainly are of a distinct species: 
the Besh is equally palatable with that of common 
pied brant. Thej do not remain here during the 
winter In such numbers aa the bird above men- 
tioned: this bird is here denominated the pied 
brant, on account of the near resemblance, and for 
want of another appellation. 

8. The g(->e«o are either the large or email kind: 
the large goose resembles our ordinary wild or 
Canadian goose; the small is rather leas than the 
brant, which it resembles in the head and neck, 
■where it is larger in proportion than that of the 
gooxe: the beak ia thicker and shorter; the note 
like that of a tame goose. In all other points it 
resembles the large goose, with which it associates 
HO frequently, that it was some time before it waa 
diacoTered to be of a distinct species. 

9. The swan are of two kinds, the large and 
the small : the large swan is the same comnion to 
the Atlantic states: the small differs only &om the 
large in size and in note: it is about one fourth 
less, and its note is entirely diffiirent. Itcannot be 
justly imitated by the sound of letters; it begins 
with a kind of whistling sound, and terminates in 
a round full note, louder at the end : this note is 
as loud as that of the largo species; whence it 
might be denominated the whistling swan: its 
habits, colour, and contour, appears to be pre- 
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ciselj' those of the larger species : these birda were 
first found below tLe great narrowa of the Co- 
lombia, near the Gliilluckittequaw nation: they 
are very abundant in thia neighbourhood, and re- 
mained with the party all winter, and in number 
they exceed those of the larger specie* in the pro- 
portion of five to one. 

10. Of ducks, we enumerate many kinds: the 
duukinmallard ; the canvaaa-back duek; the red- 
headed fiHhing duck, the black and white duck; 
tie little brown duck; black duck; two epecies of 
divera, and bine- winged teal. 

1. The duckiu mallard, or common large duck, 
resemblee the domestic duck, are very abundant, 
and found ia every part of the river below the 
mountaina: they remain here all winter, but dur- 
ing thia season do not continue much above tide- 
water. 

2. The canvaae-back duek ia a moat beautiflil 
fowl, and raoat delicioua to the palate: it is found 
in conaiderable numbers in this neighbourhood. It 
ie of the same species with those of the Delaware, 
Suaquehaanah and Totomack, where it ia called 
the canvaaa-back duck, and in James' river it ia 
known by the name of the shelled drake. From 
this last mentioned river, it is said, however, that 
they have alraoat totally diaappeared. To the 
epienre of thoae parta of the United States, where 
thia game ia in plenty, nothing need be said in 
praise of its esquisite flavour, and those on the 
bauks of the Colurabia are equally delicious. We 
saw nothing of them until after we had reached 
the marshy islanda. 

3. The red-headed fishing duck ia common to 
every part of the river, and waa likeiviae found in 
the Bocky mountaina, and waa tlie only duck dis- 
covered in the watera of tlie Columbia within 
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thoBe monntaiuB. Thej feed chieflj on crawfish, 
ajid are tbe same in every respect en those on the 
riyera and tbe mouDtainB bordering ou the At- 
lantic ocean, 

4. The black and white duck is Bmall, and a 
Bize larger than the teal. The male is beantifullj- 
variegated witJjblaok and white: the white occn- 
piea the side of the head, breast and back, the 
tail, feathers of the wings, and two tufts of 
feathers which cover the upper part of the wings, 
wheu folded, and likewise the neck and bead: tbe 
female m darker. Tliis ia believed to be the same 
species of duck common to the Atlantic coast, and 
called the butter-boi : tie beak is wide and short, 
and, as well as the legs, ol'a dark colour, and the 
flesh extremely well flavoured. In form it re- 
sembles the duckin mallard, although not more 
than half the size of that bird. It generally re- 
ports to the grassy marshes, and feeds on grass 
aeede, as well as roots. 

5. The black duck is about tlie aize of the blue- 
winged teal; the colonr of a dusky black; the 
breast and belly somewhat lighter, and of a 
dusky brown: the legs stand longitudinally witi. 
the body, and the bird when ou shore, stands very 
erect; the legs and feet are of a dark brown: it 
has four toes on each foot, anfl a short one at the 
heel: the long toes are in front, unconnected with 
the web: the webs are attached to ea«h side of the 
several jointa of the toe, aud divided by several 
sinews at each joint, the wtb assuming in the 
intermediate part an elliptical form: the beak ia 
about two inches long, stro-ight, fluted on the 
aides, and tapering to a sharp point: the upper 
chop ia the longest, and bears on its base, at its 
junction with the head, a little conic protuber- 
ance of a cartilaginous substance, being of a red- 
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di«b brown at die point; tbe beak k of an trofT 
colour; the ej« dark. These docks nsaallj aaao- 
etate ia large flocks, ore v^ry noiej, and hara & 
eiiarp shrill whistle: tbej- are l^t and agreeaUy 
flnroured ; (e^d principallj on nuws and TegetaUe 
prodactionit oFtJie \rnitr: tfaev are not eicloMreVf 
COnUoed Ui the water at all eeAeons, captain 
Lewiii baia noticed ttiem on manj pextM of tlie 
rirers Ohio and SiiBsieeippL 

6. Tlie direrB are the same with those of tbe 
United States. The HmaOer «p«cies have soma 
white feathers about the rump, with no percepti- 
ble tail, and are very acute and qniek in thrir 
motion: tbe body is of a reddish brown ; the beak 
aliari), an<l uomewhat curved, like that of the 
pheaaunt : the toes are not connected, but webbed, 
like those of the blac^ ducb. The larger speciea 
are about the size of the teal, and can fly a short 
distance, whieh the emallcr but seldom attempt: 
they have a short tail ; their colonr u also a uni- 
form brick reddish-brown: the beak is straight 
and pointed : the leet are of the same form with 
the other species; the legs remarkably thin and 
flat, one edge being in front. The food of both 
species Is SkIi and tleuh: thejr flesh is unAt for use. 

7. 'I'he blue-winged teal is an excellent duck, 
and in all respects the same as tboae of the United 
States. One of our hunters killed a duck which 
apjieared to be a mak. It was of a size lees than 
the duckinmallard; the bend, tha neck as low aa 
the croup, the back, tail, and cOTert of the wings 
were all of a deep flue black, with n Blight mixture 
of purple about the head and neck ; the belly and 
breast are white: some long feathers which lie 
underneath the wings, and cover the thighs, were 
of a pale dove colour, with fine black epecks: the 
large feathers of the winga are of a dove colour: 
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the legs are dark ; the feet aje composed of (bur 
toM, of which tliree are in fVunt coiiuect«d by a 
web: the fourth U short and flat, aud platted high 
on the heel behiod the leg: the tail is composed of 
fourteen short pointed leath-era: the beak of this 
duck iij remark abl J wide, and two inehes ia 
length: the upper chop excewls the under one, 
both Id length and width, insomuch, that when 
the beak ia closed, the under chop ia entirely con- 
cealed b; the upiier: the tongue indenture on the 
margin of the choiM, arc like those of the mallard: 
the noatrilfl are large, longitudinal, and connected; 
a narrow Btrij) of white garnJiihea the baee of thft 
upper chop: this is succeeded by a pale eky-blue 
colour, occupying about an inch; which again ia 
succeeded by a transverse atripe of white, and the 
extremity ia a tine black: the eye is moderately 
large, the pupil block, and of a One orange colour: 
the feathers on the crown or the head are longer 
than those on the upper part of the neck and 
other parte of the head, wiich give it the ap- 
pearance of being crested. 

The fish, which we have ha^ an opportunity of 
eeeiug, are, the whale, porpoise, ekat#, flounder, 
eairaon, red char, two species of salmon trout, 
mountain, or speckled trout, bottlenose, anchovy, 
and sturgeon. 

1. The whale ie sometimes puraued, harpooned 
and taken by the Indians, although it is much 
more frequently killed by running foul of the rocks 
in violent storms, aud thrown on shore by the 
action of the wind aud tide. In either case, the 
Indians preserve and eat the blubber and oil; 
the bone they carefully extract and expose to 
sale. 

2. The porpoise ia common on this coast, and 
as £u' up the river ae the water ie brackieh. The 
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Indiaiis sometimes gig- them, and atwajt eat tbeir 
flenh when thej can procure it. 

3. The Hkate is aUo common in tbe aalt irater: 
we saw several of them which had perished, and 
were thrown on shore bj the tide. 

4. Tbe fioander is also well known here, and 
we have often seen them left on the beach afler 
tbe departnre of the tide. The Indians eat this 
fish, and thiok it \ery fine. Theee eeTeral species 
of fish are tbe same with tboiw on tbe Atlantiii 
coast. 

5. The common salmon and ted ehar are the 
inhabitantB of both the sea and rirers ; tbe fonner 
are usuall.v tbe largest, and weigh fVom five to 
fifteen poands : thej extend themeelTBH into all the 
rivers and little creeks on tbii? side of the conti- 
nent, and to them the nativce are mnch indebted 
for their aubsiatence: the body of tbe fish is from 
two and an half to three ibet long, and propor- 
tionably broad: it ie covered with imbricated 
scales, of a moderate size, and gills: the eje is 
large, and the iris of a silvery colour: tbe pnpil is 
black, tbe rostrum or nose estends beyond tbe 
nnder jaw, and both jaws are armed with a single 
series of long teeth, which are subulate and in- 
fleeted near the estremitiea of the jaws, where 
tbey are also more closely arranged: they have 
some sharp teeth of smaller size, and sora« sharp 
points placed on the tongne, which is thick and 
fleshy: the fins of the back are two; the first is 
placed nearer the head than the ventral fins, and 
has several rays: tbe second is placed far back, 
near the tail, and has no rays. The flesh of this 
fish is, when in order, of a deep fleah-coioured.red, 
and every shade from that to an orange yellow: 
when very meagre it is almost whit«: the roea of 
this fish ore in high estimation among the natives, 
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■who dry them in the aun, and preserve them Ibr 
a great length of time: they are of the ei^e of a 
Bmall pea, nearly transparent, and of a reddish 
yellow cast; they reaemble very much, at a little 
distance, oar common garden cnrranta, bnt are 
more yellow. Both the fine and belly of this fish 
are eometimes red, particularly the male: the red 
char are rather broader, in proportion to tiieir 
length, than the common ealmon: the Hcalett are 
also imbricated, bat rather larger; tite roBtram 
exceeds the under jaw more, and the teeth are 
neither BO larg^ or sonumeroua as those of the sal- 
mon : some of them are almost entirely red on tJie 
belly and Hides ; others are much more white than 
the salmon, and none of tham are variegated with 
the dark spots which mark the body of the other: 
their flesh, roea, and every other particular, with 
regard to the form, ia that of the ealroon. 

6, or the salmon trout, we observe two apeciea, 
differing only in colour; they are seldom more 
than two feet in length, and narrow in proportion 
to their length, much more ao than the salmon or 
red char. The jaws are nearly of the same length, 
and are furnished with a single series of small 
subulate straight teeth, not ho long nor as large 
as those of the salmon, The mouth is wide, and 
the tongue is also flirniBhed with some teeth: the 
fins are placed much like those of the salmon. At 
the great fhlls we found this fish of a silvery 
white colour on the belly and sides, and a bluieh 
light brown on the bach ajid bead ; the second 
species is of a dark colour on its back, and its 
sides and belly are yellow, with transverse stripes 
of dark brown ; sometimes a little red Is inter- 
mixed with these colours on the holly and sides 
towards the head. The eye, desii, and roe, are 
like those described of the salmon: the white ape- 
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ciee found belotr the t^lU, were ia excellent order, 
when the salmoii were entirely out of eeason and 
not fit for use. They asHOciate with tie red char, 
in little rivulets aud creeks: the Indians say that 
the Halnion btgin to run early in May. The white 
Salmon trout is about two feet and eight inches 
long, and weighs t«n pounds : the eye is moder- 
ately large, the pupil block, with a, small admix- 
ture of yellow, and iris of a silvery wliite, and a 
little turbid near its border with a yeUowiah 
brown. The flna are small in proportion to the 
fish ; are bony but not pointed, except the tail and 
back &ue, which ere pointed a little: the prime 
back fln and ventral ones contain eat'h ten rays, 
those of the gills thirteen, that of the tail twelve, 
and the small fin pla<;ed near and above the tail 
has no bony raye, but is a tough flexible sub- 
stance, covered with smooth skin. It is thicker in. 
proportion to its width than the salmon: the 
tongue is thick and firm, beset on each border 
with small subulat* teeth, in a single series; tlie 
teeth and the mouth are as before described. 
I Neither this fish nor the Halmon ore caught with 
; the hook, nor do we know on what they feed. 

7. The mountain or speckled trout are found ia 
the waters of the Columbia within the mountains: 
they are the same with those found in the upper 
part of the Missouri, but are not so abundant in 
the Columbia as on that river. We never saw this 
fish below the mountains, but {torn the trans- 
parency and coldoeija of the Xooskooskee, we 
should not doubt of its existence in that stream 

I OS low as its junction with the southeast branch 
'oi' the Columbia. 

8. The bottlenose is the same with that before 
mentioned on the Miseouri, and is found excla- 
aively within the mountains. 
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Of Bhell fish we obeerre the clam, periwinkle, 
common muscle, the cockle, and a speciee with a 
circular flat shell. The clam of thia coast are very 
Hmall; the Hheil tonaista of two vftlvea, which 
open w-ith hinfjes : the ehell is smooth, thin, of an 
oval I'orm like that of the common muscle, ami of 
ekj-blue colour. It ia about one ajid a half inches 
in length and hongs iacluHtera to the mosa of the 
rocks : the natives eometimes eat them. The peri- 
winkle both of the river and the ocean, are 
similar to thoae found in the aame situation on 
the Atlantic coast. The common muscle of the 
river are also the same with those on the rivers of 
the Atlantic coast: the cotkie is small, and re- 
sembles much that of the Atlantic: there ia also an 
animal that inhabits a ebAl perfectly circular, 
about three inches in diameter, thin and entire on 
the margin, convex and smooth on the upper side, 
plain on the under part, and covered with a num- 
ber of minut* capillary fibres, by means of which 
it attaciies itself to the sides of the rocks: the shell 
is thin, and consists of one valve ; a small circular 
aperture is formed in the centre of the under shell : 
the animal is soft and boneless. 

The pellucid substance and flici. The pellucid 
jelly-like substance, called tie sea-nettle, is found 
in great abundance along the strand, where it has 
been thrown up by the waves and tide: there are 
two species of the (bci thrown up in that man- 
ner ; the first species at one extremity consists of a 
large vesicle or hollow vessel, which wili contain 
from one to two gallons: it ia of a conic form, the 
base of which forms the eitreme end, and ia con- 
vex and fflobnlar, bearing at it« centre some short, 
broad, and angular flbrea: the substance h ubout 
the consistence of the rind of a citron melon, and 
three-fourths of an inch thick: the rind is smooth 
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from the small extremitj- of the cone; a long hol- 
low cylindric and regular tapering tube extends to 
twenty or thirty ieet, and ifl then terminated with 
a number of branches, which are flat, half an 
inch in width, rough, particularly on the edge«, 
where they are ftirnisbed with a number of little 
ovate Tesiclea or bags of the size of a pigeon's 
^g: tbia plant eeema to be calculated to float at 
each extremity, while the little end of the tube, 
' from whence the branchea proceed, lie deepest ia 
the water: the other species seen on the coaat 
towards the Killamucks, resembles a large pump- 
kin ; it ix soUd, and its specific gravity in greater 
than the water, though sometimes tiirown out by 
the wavea : it is of a yellowish brown colour ; the 
rind smooth, and its couBistence is harder than 
that of the pampltin; but easily cut witli a knifb: 
^ there are some dark brown fibres, rather harder 
; than any other part, which pass longitudinally 
through the pulp or Sei^y substance which forms 
the interior of this marine production. 

The reptiles of this country are the rattlesnakt^ 

the gartersnake, lUard, and snail. 

The gartersnake appears to belong to tlie same 

' ftjuily with the common gartersnakes of the 

'. Atlantic coast, and Uke that snake they inherit no 

poisonous qualities: they have one hundred and 

Biity scuta on the abdomen, and seventy on the 

tail: those on tlie abdomen near the head and 

Jaws as high a/s the eye, are of a bluish white, 

■which, as it recedes from the head, becomes of a 

dark brown: the fleld af the back and sides blade: 

a narrow stripe of a, hght yellow runs along the 

centre of the back; on each side of this stripe 

there is a range of small transverse, oblong spots, 

of a pale brick red, diminishing as they recede 

from the head, and disappear at the commence- 
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ment of the tait: the pnpil of the e^e is black, 
with a narrow ring of white bordering on ita 
edge; the remainder of the iris is of a dark yellow- 
ish brown. 

The horned lizard, called, and for what reason 
we never could learn, the prairie buffalo, is a 
native of these plaiaB, ae well as those on the 
Mieeouri : they are of the same size, and much the 
same in appearance an the black lizard : the belly 
is however broader, the tail shorter, and the ac- 
tion much slower: the colour is generally brown 
intermiied with yellowish brown apota; the ani- 
mal is covered with minute scales, int«repereed 
with small horny points, like blunt prickles on the 
npper surface of the body: the belly and throat 
reaenble those of the frog, and are of a light 
yellowish brown: the edge of the belly is likewise 
beset with small homy projections, imparting to 
those edges a serrate appearance : the eye is small 
and dark: above and behind the eyes there are 
several projeotiona of that bone, and their es- 
tremities also being armed with a Arm black sub- 
stance, resemble the appearance of horns sprouting 
from the head : these animals are found in greatest 
numbers in the sandy open plains, and appear in 
the greatest abundance after a shower of rain: 
they are sometimes found basking in the sunshine, 
but conceal themselves in little holes of the earth 
in much the greatest proportion of the time : this 
may account for their appearance in such numbers 
after the rain, as their holes may thus be ren- 
dered untenantable. 

9. The anchovy, which the natives call olthen, 
is HO delicate a fish that it soon becomes tainted, 
unless pickled or smoked : the natives run a small 
stick through the gills and hang it up to dry in 
the smoke of their lodges, or kindle small fires 
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under it for the purpose of drying: it needa no 
previous preparation of gutting, and will be cured 
in twenty-four honrs: the natives do not appear 
to be very serupuloue about eating them when a 
little foetid. 
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